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2  THE  DESEKTER. 

on  her  bosom  he  feil  asleep,  before.he  was 
carried  to  bed;  and  to  contradict  "  my 
lord,**  was  a  treasonable  offence.  Bad  tem- 
pered  from  indulgence,  but  good-natured 
at  heart,  he  loved  his  attendants,  but  ha- 
ted  strangers— for  no  one,  but  the  domes- 
tics,  Said  ^  he  was  a  fine  child,  or  a  prettjr 
bby ;"  but  the  remark,  that  he  "  looked 
sickly^  &n<l  ^^^  ^9t  grow»"  often  met  his 
ear,  in  bis  walks  or  rides.  This  he  never 
forgot;  but  would  repeat  each  sentence 
with  anger  and  sullen  ^discontent 

The  late  earl  had  made  the  countess  the 
guardian  to  her  son,  jointly  with  an  old 
friendi.who  was  a  rieh  bachelor,  of  penu- 
rious  habits.  Sir  Jasper  Morshjead  was 
half  a  cynic,  and  feit  no  interest  for  his  in- 
iscat  Charge ;  but,  when .  be  became  ten 
years  o^  he.  thought  fit  to  inquire  for, 
md  des^e  to  see  him;  thercfore  announoed 

..  .  to 
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to  the  countess  that  he  should  wait  oa  her 
about  business, 

Great  was  her  dread  of  his  authoiitjrf 
and  his  power  o^  her  son.    Should  he 

propose  his  going  to  school,  she  resolved  to 
oppose  such  a  project  with  all  her  might-~ 
and  she  now  feit  ashamed  of  her  neglect 
in  the  progress  of  his  education,  and  trem« 
bled  at  the  approadiing  interview.  But 
sir  Jasper  eamei  and  regret  was  useless. 
M  the  countess  expected,  the  baronet  was 
astonished  and  irritated  at  once-^called  my 
lord  a  noble  blockhead»  and  declared  he 
should  go  to  school. 

"  I  won*t  r  Said  the  boy,  sulkily,  "  and 
I  don't  care  for  you !" 

With  an  oatfa«  sir  Jasper  shook  his  jstick 
over  tbe  head  of  nobility«  without  a  fear, 
of  iiyuring  the  brains. 

The  boy  was  akrmed,  and  feil  down  in 

B  2  a  fit 
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u  fit.  Terror  spread  throughout — the 
countess  screamed — and  the  baronet  ap-' 
peared  terrified.  The  servants  flew  into 
the  Toom-^— my  lord  wai-  carried  out— and 
my  lady  follo^ved  him  in  tears. 

**  I  am  wrong,"  cried  sir  Jasper ;  "  she  is 
still  a  fine  wöman — has  a  confounded  fihe 
jointure,  nidth  a  long  minority  öf  her  son. 
The  eail  was  an  old  man — she  may  de- 
light  in  antiquities ;  egad !  Tll  diange  my 
plan,  dismiss  my  housekeeper,  and,  if -I 
can,  put  a  wife  in  her  place,  with  a  dower 
that  will  douHe  my  wealth,  and  rid  me  of 
a  troublesome  incumbrance.'' 

Sir  Jasper  rting  the  bell — *'  Deliver  my 
inquiries  to  your  lady,"  said  he,  *'  with  a 
hope  that  his  lordship  is  better.** 

"  He  is  well  now,  sir,"  replied  the  ier- 
vant;  "  he  is  apt  to  be  nervous— but  hk 

Isoon  tetoyen.*" 

«Go 
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^\  Go  with  my  message,  nevertheless,'* 
ocmtinued  sir  Ji^per :  then  he  mutter^  ta 
himself— "  nervous,  indeed!  what  Is  the 
¥7K>rld  oOme  to!  every  thiog  is  teraMd 
nervous  now !  The  bay  is  a  fool-i-^mQSt 
aa  idiot ;  but '  nervous'  is  to  oover  his  de- 
fects!  I  wish  I  cx>uld  erase  the  word  fronv 
our  la^guagi^  for  I  hear  it  firom  every 
moutfa." 

The  countess»  softened  by  sir  Jaspis 
uessage»  said  in  the  hope  of  ocmdliatin^^ 
retumed  to  the  rpom* 

"  My  dear  hdy/'  sind  the  baronet^  "  I 
faeg  your  pardon  for  alanni^g  your  bon ; 
but  my  regard  for  him»  and^  allow  me  to 
add»  admiration  of  yoursel^  wrought  up 
my  feelings,  The  ami^ble  weakn^ss  of 
matemal  indulgence  will  nw  thj^  bo^ :  he  , 
should  have  a  man  oyer  him,  madam.— -a 
respectable^  steady  person*-*-one  who  knows 

B  3  the 
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the  World,  and  the  value  of  his  fine  estatös,  , 
and  the  intrinsic  -worth  such  possessions 
produce." 

**-  'Tis  time  enough  yet,  I  conceive," 
cried  the  countess ;  "  such  studies  would 
disgust  a  child ;  but  I  have  been  thinking 
of  a  preceptor  for  some  time,  if  I  could 
persuade  the  dear  child  to  endure  one ." 

"  Persuade !"  rejoined  sir  Jasper,  with  a 
bitter  sneer ;  *•  you  must  marry,  madath, 
CT  the  boy  is  lost.  He  is  your  master,  and 
will  go  to  the  devil  by  your  indulgence  !* 

"  You  don't  know  xriy  Edgar,  sir  Jas- 
per," rgoined  she ;  "  he  is  the  öiost  grate- 
iul  of  human  beings,  and  loves  me  more 
than  life.  But  a  tutor,  I  confess,  is  neces- 
sary,  and — ^will  you  provide  one  ?" 

**  No,  I  don*t  think  I  can,"  said  he, 
roughly ;  '*  you  ought  to  marry,  I  teil  you — 
then  one  might  take  some  interest  in  the 

boy — 
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boy — toY  your  sake  one  might  push  him 
ibrward  into  something  at  last.^ 

By  dint  of  long  oonversatdons,  the  ooun« 
tess  leamt  the  point  sir  Jasper  aimed  at : 
she  refiised  him-^^and  he  was  so  angry; 

that  he  declared  he  would  not  act  with 

* 

her ;  she  might  tutor  her  son  in  her  t)wn 
way,andconfirmhimanidiot.  Soended 
the  bui»iness. 

Her  ladyship  now  being  urged  to  do  a 
violenee  to  Edgar^  iengaged  a  preceptor, 
whoremained  with  his  pupil  three  üionths^ 
then  resigned  his  Situation.  Another  and 
another  took  the  post,  and  left  it  with  the 
same  ;  disgust.  At  length  the  village 
schoolmaster,  in  the  interval,  was  hired  to 
teach  my  lord.  He  brought  him.every 
day  a  present  of  shells,  petrifactions,  and 
sea-weed,  wfaich  so  deligbted  his  lordship, 
that  he  would  study  his  lesson«  provided 

B  4  he 
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« 

he  imght  Wörk  at  his  grotto'  in  the  aftrer- 
noon,  and  Peter  Syntax  be  bis  companion, 
to  plan  the  structure  he  maint  to  raise. 

His  knrd^hip's  applicätion  met  its  re- 
ward :  a  pair  of  ponie»,  and  a  light  cur« 
lide»  Was  the  present  mämma  bestoWed» 
f(nr  her  Edgar  to  drive  round  his  own  park> 
between  school-hours. 

Thus  the  earl  of  Valamöur  reaehed  bis 
fifteenth.  year.  His  avarsion  to  genteel  so- 
^ety  strengthened  with  his  years ;  he  stole 
ef^i  if  strangi^s  were  annoutioed,  and  would 
spend  houn  with  the  cürate  and  bis  wife, 
wbo  indu%ed  bis  lordship's  wl^iiis  in  any 
way  he  chose.  His  aversioH  gave  pain  to 
his  mother ;  she  foi^esaw  its  iU  efPects.  The 
polite,  cöurtly  manner  might  be  acquired 
from  habit»  withoüt  the  toil  of  study ; 
learning  might  be  dispensed  with  in  a 
lord,  bat  grace,  goodJbreeding,  and  polite- 

ness, 
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Hess,  were  appendages  as  requisite  as  his 
carriages»  horses,  or  servants ;  she  there- 
fore,  with  more  than  persuasion,  got  him 
to  attend  her  in  public,  by  the  allurements 
of  dress,  which  he  was  remarkably  fond  of ; 
but  his  air,  under  every  adomment,  was 
so  peculiar  to  liimsel^  his  Step  so  short;  his 
eye  never  fixed,/aiid  bar  kdyship's  arm  so 
squeezed  to  his  side,  that,  altogether,  his 
iippearance  excited  a  smile  in  all  beholders. 
Once.or  twice  he  believed  this  smite  to  be 
the  fasbidn,  and  he  accordingly  assumed 
it,  ^yen  to  a  titter ;  this  produccd  a  laugh 

in  others,  which  did  not  suit  his  lordship ; 
in  short,  he  began  to  fancy  he  'was  laugh- 
ed  fl/,  and  ftom  that  moment  took  leavp  of 
assemblies  aud  the  beau  monde^  finding  a 
more  agreeable  solace  in  shells,  butterflies, 
silV Worms,  and  his  gTotto^  than  in.  tlie 
:brilliant  cird^s  of  ha%it  ton^ 

B  5  CHAP. 
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The  countess,  too  late,  began  to  see  her 
error,  and  it  disturbed  her  jfeace.  She 
wrote  to  sir  Jasper-^"  Edgar  must  at  last 
be  sent  to  a  public  school,  if  the  baronet 
thought  proper." 

Delighted  with  her  embarrassment,  liis 
consent  was  obtalned ;  and,  with  a  despe- 
rate energy,  that  wrüng  her  heart;  she 
placed  her  son  at  Eton ;  but  the  Separa- 
tion was  too  much  for  her— -£^  sick^ned, 
and,  ere  two  months  elapsed,  she  leamt 
that  Edgar  had  been  punished,  and  on  the 
next  ofFence  was  to  be  expelled.  The 
punishment  was  her  death-stroke — a  §low 
fever  destroyed  her  vital  strength,  and 

Edgar 
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£dgdi"wa8  sent  for,  to  receive  her  last 
sigh.  * 

Love  for  his  mother  was  his  strongest 
feeling,  and  his  fits  retumedupon  him;  aa 
that,  fbr  n^rly  a  year>  his  feW  s^ises  were 
donnant ;  but  he  recovered,  and.  his  first 
idea  was  to  raise  a  mausaleum  in  the  park,. 
to  honour  his  mother's  manes,  whidi  was 
begun  directly,  and  to  be  paid  for  when  be 
should  be  of  age. 

As  the  expiration  of  his  minority  was 
drawing near,  sir  Jasper  ceased  tatotmeBt 
him,  judging  that  ail  äie  doctora  of  Sah- 
manca  coüld  not  futnish  a  pericranitimy 
where  no .  inlet  was  ta  be  fonnd ;  but  sir 
Jasper  hitroducedtlie  eoiiw»  el  his  lörd- 
ship,  who  was  heir-piesumptive  tathe  e^ 
täte.  Mr.  Carlef  on  was  a  finished  gentle- 
man,  and  was  acknowledged  with  more  of 
awe  than  inendship ;  nor  was  he  asked  ta 

B  6  *  dine^ 
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dihe,  lest  some  secsrejt  poi^on  might  be  in« 
ftised  into  the  meats,  i^o  jealous  was  my 

.  lord  of  his  relation.     Neither.did  he  ever 
fetum  the  visit,  though  o&ßti  uarged  to  it 
b}r  his  guardiäni.        ^ 
At  leugth  the  eurate,  to  ihend  his  in- 

.come^  reeeiv^d  a  boarder.    A  stranger  of 
any  sex  aUinxied^  the  young  earl,  and  his 

.  sudden  absence  disturbed  his  oid  friend — 
he  repaired  forthwith  to  the  pai*k,  anxious 
tör  know  the  cause.     When  the  impedi- 

.  mexit  to  their  long  intimaey  was  mention- 
ed,  the  curate  dedaredthe  yoürig  lady  to 

.  be  modest,  4iscreet»  and  pretty,  and  could 
work  shellrwork,  and  paint  butteröies  and 
beetles  to  tte  life»  and  tum  wax  into 
sträwbenies,  and  lemons,  and  pears,  to  per- 

.  fectiod. 

Thus  recommended,  Miss  Wheeble  was 
fiöon  introduced  to  the  earl      She  was 

pretty. 
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ipretty,  but  much  too  predse  for  her  years ; 
at  twenty-five  she  looked  quite  an  cid 
maid—prim^timid,  and  formal;  sedentary 
Works  had  fa<kd  her  complexion^  nor  had 
sudden  emotion  any  effect,  as  she  haitlly 
erer  was  moved  &oin  the  placid  calm  that 
possessed  lier. 

After  three  visits  to  Miss  Wheeble,  the 
young  earl  feit  an  unusual  Sensation ;  he 
repeated  his  visits — the  impulse  hicreased; 
he  invited  the  party  to  dine  at  the  park ; 
Miss  Wheeble  adinired  the  grotto — my 
lord  tWittered  and  sidied ;  she  offered  some 
of  her  bcetles  and  butterfiies,  to  stick 
amongst  the  shells — ^the  earl  was  enrap- 
tured ;  he  kissed  her  band — it  was  eold ; 
she  neither  withdrew  it  nor  blushed ;  he 
pressed  it  closely,  then  she  said — "  Oh !  I 
have  got  a  sore  finger !  I  eut  it  with  one 
of  my  Shells." 

*'  Dear 
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'*  Deär  me !"  cried  thp  earl,  ^^  let  m«  seö^ 

She  pulläed  off  her  glove.  The  finger 
was  a  pretty  pointed  finger ;  tbe  earl  ad- 
mired  it,  and  looked  for  the  wound. 

^  My  mamma  had  a  pretty  hand,"  re- 
joined  she,  ^^  but  she  used  paste ;  1  ean't  do 
that,  för  it  spoils  the  shell&"    * 

**  Here's  sorae  €Ourt-plaister,"  cried  he; 
"  shaU  I .  put  it  on  T  very  indecorously 
wetting  it  with  his  tongae. 

**  That's  qtiite  nice,"  said  Miss  Wheeble, 
curtseying  low;  "  it  will  socäl  be  well 


now.'* 


This,  and  many  more  such  interesting 
meetings,  fixed  his  lordship's  fate  for  life. 
He  put  the  final  question  tbe  day  befoFe 
he  was  öf  age;  and  the  answer  was-r-^ 
*'  Ye»,  if  you  please,  my  lord ;  I  have  rio 
other  engagement." 

The 
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The  housekeeper  ordered  the  wedding« 
feast ;  and  Miss  Wheeble's  maid  tritnmed 
a  white  cambric  robe  with  neat  edging ; 
and^  the  day  after  ihe  earl  was  of  age,  the 
young  lady  took  a  moming  walk,  very 
composedly,  and  entering  the  church,  was 
made  a  countess,  in  less  time  tlian  she 
eould  have  formed  a  beetle. 

When  the  bridegroom  gave  the  salute, 
he  exclaimed,  after  touching  her  Ups— 
**  Radiael,  I  fear  you  don't  love  me," 

To  which  she  replied,  with  a  curtsey  and 
smile — "  Yes,  if  you  please,  my  lord,  I  do 
ioveyou." 

The  domestics  below  had  a  gay  party, 
for  they  did  as  they  liked.  My  lord  and 
my  lady  walked  through  the  rooms,  to 
lock  at  the  pictures ;  he  shewed  her  petri- 
factions,  dried  snakes,  and  stuffed  weasels, 
She  Said  it  was  all  "  very  pretty,"  and 

they 
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th^  went  down  to  dinner.  Toe  curate 
and  his  wife  ate  hearty,  and  the  tea  was- 
served  in  the  grotta 


CHAPTEÄ  III. 


»^.#^s#<r#i»^^^Ksr^^»#<y 


The  next  day,  at  breakfast,  my  lord  be- 
f  ame  inflated — "  My  dear,"  cried  be,  " .  I 
now  am  a  married  man,  and  must  feel  my 
own  consequence — you  sball  have  your 
coach  and  six,  and  wear  my  manima's  dia- 
monds.  There  is  the  key  of  her  ward- 
robe — pick  and  choose ;  for  on  Sunday  we 
will  go  to  church,  like  bride  and  bride- 
groom,  and  shew  the  world  our  grandeur.'^ 

"  Just  a«  my  ]ord  pleases,"  rejoined  the?* 
countess.  Accordingly,  when  Sunday  ar- 
rfved,  her  ladyship,  in  pink  and  silver, 

with 
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with  hev  head  and  nedk  loaded  \vith  jetvels» 
wa&  handed  to  her  ooacb,  by  her  purpte 
velvet  beau :  bis  vest,  &c.  Were  of  white 
satin,  ^oordiDg  with  the  lining  of  Im  coat, 
and  six  foäming  irimls  drew  them,  ä 
grande  pas,  to  the  churcb  ddor.  With  a 
fixed  smile,  the  oöuixtess  walked  up  the 
aisle,  preceded  by  her  husband,  wbo  stop» 
ped  at  the  pew-door,  and  bowed  as  she 
«itered.  The  servants  smiled  and  Uushed 
as  they  retreated,  and  the  people  hid  their 
faces,  to  smother  a  general  laugb. 

Mr.  Carleton,  wbo  was  die  guest  of  sir 
Jasper,  was  with  bim  at  churcb  r  and  hei* 

m 

tcr  would  it  bave  suited  the  holy  place, 
dmt  they  had  prayed,  instead  of  jested. 
**  He  is  mad,"  said  the  one. 
Only  an  idiot,"  cried  the  other. 
I  will  prove  bim  insane,"  said  sir 
Jasper. 

**  I  wiU 


4€ 
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"  I  will  take  counsd  on  tlie  mibject/' 
cried  the  other ;  "  I  am  the  heir ;  but  munvf 
more  of  tbis  hereafter.'' 

Four  months  had  barely  passed,  wben^ 
the  waiting-maid  told  her  lady  her  stay» 
were  too  little, 

^  I  have  known  that  some  tirnje^"  cried 
the  countess;  "  you  must  get  me  aew. 


ones." 


"  Öh,  what  joy !"  exclaimed  the  abigaiii; 
**  may  I  teil  bis  lordship  ?" 

**  Yes,  if  you  please,"  was  the  reply  •, 
^  only  he  must  not  joke  me  about  it,  be- 
cause  you  know  I  may  die,  and  that  would 
be  Tery  shocking,  now  I  am  so  happy.'' 

The  news,  when  communicated  to  bis 
lordship,  puflfed  him  up  again  with  impor- 
tance ;  he  put  a  guiiteä  into  the  band  of 
the  damsel,  and  bade  her  send  fbr  Mrs. 
Davis  with  all  speed.    The  curate's  wife 

obeyed 
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obeyed  the  summons,  and  the  earl  stnitted 
up  to  her,  and  whispered  in  her  ear  *♦♦♦♦. 

•^  Wcü,  if  I  didn't  think  so  P  cried  Mrs. 
Davis :  **  Bad  news  for  Mr.  Carleton,  to 
be  sure !  He  and  sir  Jasper  are  hatehing 
sometbing  against  your  lordship^  hut  nei* 
ther  Davis  nor  I  can  make  out  what  the 
plot  is," 

**  I  defy  fhem!"  rejoined  the  earL 
^*  Carleton  may  spit  his  spite,  but  I  have 
one  Coming,  that  will  spoU  his  soent  for  a 
ooropet,  I  can  teil  him." 

Howbek,  that  very  evening  the  earl  got 
a  note  from  a  master  in  Chancery,  intima-^ 
ting  that  a  Statute  of  lunacy  was  issued 
against  him,  and  he  would  be  brought  into 
court  that  day  month. 

The  earl  could  not  understand  the  note 
when  he  read  it ;  he  sent  for  Davis,  who^ 
with  his  eyes  elevated  to  the  ceüing,  ex- 

plained 
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plained  the  crue}  mandate  tO'  his  h$l£-pe- 
trified  auditor. 
.  "  Don't  teil  my  lady»**  were  the  earr» 
fivst  words.  **  New,  were  I  strong  enougb^ 
I  wcmld  liek  that  Carfcton— that  Üwould! 
aod  as  for  ptd  Jm^  I  would  spit  in  his  fiuse 
---an  old  hound !  He  would  have  manied 
my  lady-mother,  but  she  knew  better; 
and  he  lias  hated  me  ever  smee.  I  will 
teil  it  all  in  the  court ;  and  make  him  as 
mad  as  he  wants  ta  make  me." 

In  spite  of  his  threats,  the  eavl  revcmfißd 
peifectly  still,  confining  bis  walks  ta  his 
own  groun'ds,  and  gently  exercising  his 
lady  round  them ;  she  simpered  at  his 
gieat  care  of  her»  for  she  did  not  suflfer  in 
the  least. 

The  first  coun3el  was  retained  by  Carle- 
ton,  and  came  down  to  the  park,  to  form 
a  previous  judgmeiit  of  the  eail's  inteUects. 

This 
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This  geiiüeman  was  amused  by  both  th'e 
earl  and  countess»  whom  he  pronounced 
cach  to  be  original,  but  neitlier  of  them 
insane. 

•  Before  this  gentleman  departed,  he  heard 
the  cause  was  postponed ;  and  he  doubted 
now  wbether  it  would  ever  be  brought  on, 
for  the  announced  pregnancy  of  the  coun- 
tess  had  made  a  great  change.  Carleton 
had  a  View  of  being  frustee  to  the  estate, 
could  he  have  proved  the  lunacy  of  the 
earl ;  but  now,  should  the  countess  britig 
a  son,  ho  doubt  her  marriage-settlement 
would  place  Carleton,  of  all  bthers,  far  dj»- 
tant  from  the  hear,  and  his  treiscbery  be  in 
rain^  should  the  cause  be  proved  against 
the  earL 

A  long  sufl^nse  enoouraged  the  poor 
inan;  hie  loUed  aboat  in  Ins  icoadi  and  wo, 

talked 
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talked  loiid,  strutted,  and  grinned  at  »r 
Jasper  in  the  chureh :  meantime,  the  oon- 
stant  simper  sat  on  her  ladysfaip's  face,  as 
she  was  Ignorant  of  the  case — ^had  she 
known  it,  it  might  not  haye  dmppeared. 

In  fine,  this  quiet,  inanimate,  waxen 
lady,  gave  to  the  wwld  "  the  hero  of  our 
tale,"  a  beautiful,  strong,  ruddy  boy,  as 
stout  a$  a  young  Hercules.  For  once  the 
countess  was  oveijbyed ;  she  pressed  him 
to  her  bosom,  and  s»d — ^  Indeed  he  is 
very  pretty.'' 

But  the  earl  was  half  ffantic  He 
squeaked»  he  jumped^  he  cried,  he  laugh- 
ed,  and  then  ML  into  a  fit. 

**  Take  my  lord  away/'  said  the  coun- 
tess; "  he  makes  my  head  ache." 

Being  laid  on  his  bed,  he  soon  recover- 
ed,  al|id  the  duld  was  brought  him;  he 

took 
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took  it  on  the  bed — "  This  is  mine  T  med 
he;  *'  Lud-a-mercy !  how  unlike  its  fa- 
tberr 

From  that  moment  the  grotto^  the  shells^ 
stuffed  birdsy  and  weasels,  w^^  forgotten. 

0 

Tfae  nursery  was  the  dwellmg-plaee  of  the 
earl ;  he  was  the  superintendant»  and  ex« 
hibited  the  habe  to  all  the  tenants,  who 
came  to  oongratulate  their  laiidlord.  One 
of  theiu^  thinking  to  please  the  earl»  said — 
*'  He  should  na  be  zurprised  if  master 
Carleton  stole  un»*'  (meaning  the  child). 
Terror  spread  over  the  earl's  face ;  and, 
from  that  moment,  a  constant  dread  of 
some  vülany  bemg  practised  against  his 
heir  made  him  wretched.  He  would  not 
let  the  nurses  sleep,  but  made  them  watch 
altemately ;  he  came  in  every  hour  of  the 
night,  to  make  them  vigilant ;  and  before 
day  he  rose,  to  examine  if  all  his  doors 

were 
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were  in  the  same  state  in  whidi  he  had 
Seen  them  seeuied  over  night 

At  length  his  countess  said — '^  My  lord,. 
how  can  you  be  so ?** 

*•  And  how  can  you  be  so  tarne,  Ra- 
chael  ?**  replied  his  lordship ;  **  should  the 
cause  come  on,  so  long  postponed,  my  heir 
might  be  stolen  in  my  absenee  by  your 

supineness.    I  will  teil  you  what ^Biit 

no !  walls  have  ears !  you  shall  hiear  it  on 
your  pillow." 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Thbee  long  nights  went  over,  eie  ihe 
oountess  leamt  the  secret ;  she  was  suie  to 
fiiU  aale^  whüe  hei  lord  wasipsosing.  At 
last,  when  he  cameto  the  point»  and  said«- 

''Do 
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^^  Do  you  approve  of  tihis  plan  ?"*  she  re- 
plied — ^^  To  be  sure,  if  your  lordfihip 
pleases ;"  tben  tumed«  and  r^iewed  her 
slonrber. 

Pteparations  were  now  made  fear  a  jour- 
ney ;  and  my  lord  was  dosetted  with  his 
ateward  and  Mr.  Davis,  many  hours  every 
day.  Before  a  fortnight  elapsed,  the  earl 
and  countess,  the  heir  and  the  two  nurses» 
two  fcx)tmen  and  two  maids,  were  on  the 
röad  to  Fahnouth,  and  soon  after  embark- 
ed  in  the  pacJi^t  for  Lisbon. 

The  day  was  fine^— a  gentle  breezescaroe 
rose  the  water^  and  as  the  vesael  glided  by 

the  Castle,  the  earl  exdaimed — **  I  am  now 

iiappy !" 

A  lady^stood  on  the  deok,  dressed  in 
mottrning,  holding  the  band  of  a  little  girl; 
«he  looked  np,  and  heaving  a  sigb,  she 
«aid — ''  And  I  am  miserable.** 

rou  I.  c  **  ^qOC 
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"  Poor  tliing!"  added  the  earl,  "  I  pity 
you !  whafs  the  matter  ?" 

^  Oh,  sir,**  Fejomed  she^  ^'  we  are  stran- 
gers !  the  oontrast  m  our  feelings,  whieh 
i  feit  hy  your  exclamation,  betrayed  me 
into  an  involuntary  impulse:  to  mtrude 
was  not  my  ineaning." 

**  Well,**  cried  he,  ••  I  a'n't  cinions,  be^ 
cause  it  is  not  pc^te,"  and  he  tumed  from 
her. 

The  stranger  soon  aftar  drew  near  the 
countess,  and  admired  the  child ;  butthis 
served  no  purpose— her  eyes  were  feed  on 
Pendennis  Castle,  and  she  was  wondering 
If  any  sheUs  were  found  on  the  shores. 

On  losing  the  land*s  shelter,  the  effiscts 
of  tbe  sea  were  pereeived — ^the  nurses  tum- 
ied  pale,  and  the  countess  calledio  her  lord. 

'*  Whafs  to  be  done,  sir?''  said  he,  ad- 
dresiung  the  captain ;  **  the  countess  of  Viu 
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lamour  u  inoommoded;  '*  what  k  to  be 
done,  sir— «peak  quickly  ?" 

'^  Why,  my  lorcU"  ra^ined  the  ciptaiiit 
^  sfae  xnust  go  to  bed»  lliat  is  all;  I  advise 
all  the  females  to  go  bdow»  for  tte  aea  k 
smöoth  now,  but  wiH  be  mudi  raogher."* 

Tbe  sfccanger  again  came  Ibrwaid— ^  I 
am  never  sea-sick,**  she  cried ;  **  give  me 
Üie  baby^^I  d<lat  on  ehildxen — pretty  wul» 
ocxne  to  me  T 

Gladly  was  tbe  diild  redgned  to  her; 
every  feciale  at  once»  of  the  suite^  uraa  in« 
capable  of  exertion ;  each  was  led  at  car- 
ried  to  thebr  caläns,  save  Mrs.  Crofts»  &r  so 
was  called  tbe  stranger. 

Before  the  voyage  ended,  she  became  so 
iiseltil,  so  kind»  so  necessary  to  the  ooun« 
tess,  that,  although  she  was  engaged  to 
trisit  an  old  friend^  who  Imd  sent  ßx  her 

c  2  from 
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fmm  England,  she  consented  to  accom— 
pany  her  friends  to  an  hotel,  where  thejr 
fitst  took  up  tlieir  abode,  on  their  amval 
«t*  Lisbon.    Mrs.  Crofts  oould  speak  Por- 
tuguese,  which  was  fortunate,  as  the  earl 
and  ÖQuntess  knew  no  knguage  but  their 
pwn,  -and  that  they  knew  iiather  ünper- 
fectiy, 

After  a  few  days,  a  persoii  was  announ- 
ced  as  a  genüeman  from  Cintra,  who  in- 
quiredfor  Mrs.  Crofts;  «he  appeared  shock- 
ed,  and,  half  weephig,  said — **  It  is  the 
Steward  'of  the  duchess ;  I  am  to  be  her 
Kompanien,  and  to  teach  her  English. 
How  can  I  put  her  ofl^  to  remain  longer 
with  you  ?" 

"  We  can*t  spare  you,"  cried  my  lord. 
«  Who  cares  for  a  Portuguese  duchess !  I 
can  buy  her  out  and  out !    What  salary 

was 
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was  she  to  give  you?  hreak  with  her,  and 
I  will  double  it,  if  you  stay  with  me." 

^'  £>o,  dear  Mrs.  Crofts !"  cried  the  cöun- 
tess ;  **  I  ban't  do  without  you ;  you  save 
so  much  trouUe  to  me  and  my  maids." 

"  But  my  licMiourr  said  Mrs.  Crofts. 
**  Ähy  my  poor,  dear  major  Crofts  !  were 
you  still  living,  your  wife  and  child  would 
not  be  dependoit,  or  forced  to  gain  their 
bread  in  a  humble  ^tuation.  I  am  miser* 
ible !  I  told  you  so,  my  lord,  at  our  first 
lueeting — Oh !  what  can  I  dp  with  this  now 
dreaded  duchess  ?"" 

"  I  thought  you  was  a  lady — liang  me  if 
I  didn^tr  said  the  earl;  "  111  be  sbot,  if 
you  ÄÄaÄ  go  to  this  Portuguese  duchess  i 
Say  I  am  your  cousin»  and  won't  allow  you 
to  stand  to  your  bargain — ^go  and  teil  the 
man  so  directly." 

"  You  are  all  goodness,  roy  noble  friend !" 

c  3  Said 
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Sftid  the  lady ;  **  bat  a  himdred  a-year,  and 
the  keep  of  my  duld,  are  great  objects." 

'*  So  theyare;  and  111  double  it!  There 
now,  will  thatdo?"  Said  the  earL  ''Dang 
me !  but  I*ve  done  out  the  old  duchess; 
havVt  I?** 

Mrs*  Crofts  wiped  her  eyes,  and  kissed 
the  earVs  fingers— •*  WeH,"*  said  she,  •*  I 
must  write  a  note,  by  Don  Pedro,  to  ap- 
pease  the  duchess,  and  acquaint  hör  with 
my  new  relative,  though  I  know  ahe  wiH 
never  forgive  me.  The  Portuguese,  my 
lord,  never  forgive.'* 

She  hurried  out ;  and  was  closetted  witb 
Pedro  füll  two  hours,  ere  he  was  dismi^s- 
ed.  The  English  servants,  who,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  did  not  like  Mrs.  Crofts,  quiz- 
zed  the  Steward  altogether ;  he  was  a  fat 
ruddy  man,  tall  and  portly,  as  unlike  the 
yellow  Lusitanian  as  possiblc ;  and,  had  he 

spoken 
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spoken  EngBsh,  might  have  parsonified 
the  true  Briten,  in  look  and  roanner»  with- 
out  dread  of  detecti<»i. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Mk&  Cfofts  became  now  tfae  oonfidant 
of  her  lord  and  lady :  the  earl  told  her  his 
iQQotives  f«  voluntary  faanishment,  the 
%errors  he  had  endured  kBt  his  son  should 
have  been  stol^i,  and  the  project  of  Carle- 
ton to  i»x>Te  him  a  lunatic 

^  I  am  now  happy,"  said  the  earl ;  ^  I 
oan  sleep  in  peaoe;  it  is  not  likely  he 
ahould  know  where  we  are,  or  if  he  did» 
that  he  should  piirsue  me  here — all  my 
peofJe  are  swom  to  secrecy  at  home:  and 
f£  you  can  find  some  mansioni  befitting 

c  4  my 


32  THE  BBSERTEI^. 

my  rank,  in  the  country,  we  shall  be  per- 
fectly  safe^  and  bring  up  my  boy  in  ease 
and  security  tili  he  can  assert  bis  rights 
and  bis  claims." 

Mrs.  Crofts  was  instantly  on  the  alert ; 
and  in  less  than  a  month  the  whole  family 
quitted  Lisbgn,  and  became  established 
in  an  ancient  palace,  once  the  residence  of 
count  d- Alvaro,  near  the  rocky  shores  of 
Cape  Finisterre,  and  partly  emboaomed 
by  woods.  The  solemn  gramdeuc  of  th^ 
place  appeared  majestic  to  the  earlr— the 
distant  ooean,  and  vast  crags  that  broke 
the  angry  waves,  delighted  hin>— and  the 
towering  monastery  on  the  peak  above, 
with  the  faint  sound  of  its  awful  bdls«  at 
intervals,  seemed  like  muidc  in  bis  ear. 

They  were  searcely  established  before 
the  servants  took  alarm ;  they  ne ver  moved 
but  in  pairs,  when  they  were  sunotmoned ; 

and 
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^nd  thenurses  first  complained  to  their 

lady — she  referred  them  to  Mrs.  Croftsu 

fi>r  as  she  had  never  been  disturbed,  shq 

did    not    choose    to   intermeddle«     The 

nurses  revolted  at  such  a  mistress:  the 

consequence    was,    lord    Melvume    was 

weaned — and  Mrs.  Crofts  weaned  him,  ta 

the   great   satisfaCtion   of  the   earl  and 

countess»  as  his  little  lordship  was  nine 

months  old.     The  same   spirit  entered 

into  all  the  English  servants^— dislike  of 

Mes.  Crofts  and  the  haimted  paiace  dear-i 

ed  the  fiouse  of  all  grumblers ;  and  fo* 

reigners  suppdied  their  places.    The  coun- 

tess  wore  a  smile  of  content,  as  usual ;  but 

the    earl  did    not   exactly  approve— he 

thought  bis  valet  had  a  villanous  face; 

yet  did  not  choose  to  say  so  to  good  Mrs^ 

Crofts. 

The  earl  did  not  lead  a  solitary  life ;  he 

0  5  had 
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had  the  oigan  of  language,  and  nboa  pidk«- 
ed  up  the  Portuguese  tongue.  An  En^ 
lisli  nobleman  in  that  quarter  met  tbe  re- 
spect  of  a  king;  he  enjoyed  the  adulation 
of  the  po(»r  gentiy  in  his  neigfabourhood 
with  unusual  wannth ;  they  perceived  not 
bis  imbedlity — or  if  they  did»  he  fbnnd 
protection  in  his  rank ;  thus  he  fed  them 
oflen  at  his  table,  and  enjoyed  to  see  them 
eat  at  his  plentiful  boanL 

Two  years  passed  away  without  many 
ev^its.  Lord  Melvume  was  grown  a 
great  boy ,  and  Eliza  was  seven  years  old — 
Mrs.  Crofts  k>ved  her  child»  but  she  seem- 
ed  to  prefer  tiie  young  lord ;  Efiza  played 
witiii  him  all  day  long,  but  if  she  quarrel^ 
lad  with  or  opposed  him,  she  was  sent  sup* 
jperless  tobed,  with  heavy  reproof  to  boo t 
To  bakuqce  this»  the  comitess  was  ibnd  of 
SSixa  in  her  ^ay ;  she  dressed  her  extra- 

vagantlyy 
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vagantly,  and  often  tdok.  her  out  as  her 
sole  oompanion ;  and,  when  the  eari  was 
un  well,  Eliza  was  her  bedfellow. 

Oae  night,  as  such  was  the  case»  the 
tx>untess  was  unusually  restless— -she  fim* 
ded  alle  heard  fixytsteps  in  the  resounding 
passage-^-^hefeared  it  was  harlord^who 
was  in  want  of  assistance;  sbe  rose  and 
looked  out,  but  instantly  retreated;  fbr 
the  bright  moon  shone  through  the  Go- 
thic Windows,  on  a  figure  in  a  fnar's  ha- 
bit,  who  tumed,  and  waved  her  to  be 
gone.    Not  being  superstitious,  the  coun* 
tess  awoke  Eliza — **  Go,  my  dcar,**  säid 
she^  '*  teil  nuunma  I  want  her.** 

The  child,  half  asleep,  ran  to  her  mo- 
ther^s  room,  and  called  bar  loudly;  fbr 
some  time  she  got  no  answer,  but  after 
much  thumping — *^  What  can  you  want, 
£liza  y  was  retur»ed. 

c  6  ••  You 
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^  Yen  must  oome  to  the  oountess  di* 
recüy,**  rejoined  the  child. 

**  I  can't  disturb  lord  Melvume ;  he  is 
sleeping  in  my  arms»  Betey — so  begone  !** 
cried  Mrs.  Crofts. 

The  countess  was  never  perenaptory; 
5he  heard  the  answer,  and  retumed  to  bed 
with  Eliza. 

Next  day  the  afiair  was  talked  over.— 
Mrs.  Crofts  was  convinced  the  countess 
had  dreamt  it»  or  she  would  not  have 
risked  Eliza's  terrors»  in  sending  her  to 
mect  the  friar. 

**  Oh !  but  she  did  not  know  he  was 
there,**  crifed  the  lady. 

"  Büt  as  you  say  you  were  convinced 
of  it,  how  could  you  send  my  child  into 
danger  you  dared  not  face  yourself ? — - 
would  I  have  done  so  by  yours  ?" 

Lady  Valamour  was  quite  humbled, 
•  and 
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Bnd  the  eail  scolded  her  for  rtupidity,  tiU 
at  length,  to  appease  both„  she  said-*— *'  It 
was  a  dreain„  and  she  was  sorry  for  what 
had  passed" 

Another  year,  and  the  countess  brought 

a  young  lady  to  the  world;  but  as  it  died 

before  baptism,  lady  Euphemia,  or  Cle- 

mentina,  or  Rosabella  Huddiestone,  was 

never  registered  in  any  book,  to  certify 

her  birth  or  dignity. — She  might  have 

been  entitled  to  h«r  honours,  had  Mrs. 

Crofts  been  near ;  but  she  aiso  had  been 

ill,  and  was  detained  a  month  at  Lisbon 

for  advice,  and  to  re-establish  her  health^ 

which  for  a  time  had  much  annoyed  her, 

and  rendered  her  shape  of  a  sudden  round- 

ness.    The  noble  pair  were  unsuspicious— > 

they  regretted  the  useful  Mrs.  Crofts,  and 

mshed  for  her    daily;    nor  were   their 

wishes  unfelt,  for  that  lady  was  equally 

anxious 
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anxious  to  resume  her  auf hority  ovev  thö 
household. 

A  few  days  previous  ta  thdr  happy 
jupction  a  letter  reached  the  earl,  which 
much  disturbed  him.  It  was  from  his 
late  butler,  wbo  was  then  in  plaoe  with  an 
£nglish  factor ;  the  letter  ran  thus— 


"  MY  LORD, 

"  I  understands  Mrs.  C.  who  was  all 
our  henemys,  is  now  in  Lisbon,  a  lying-in 
with  her  husband,  as  she  calls  him ;  but  I 
doii't  beHeve  it,  for  she  lived  a  JÜRss  with 
the  major  she  talks  on;  and  this  here 
imder  sort  of  a  feller  took  to  her  at  he*s 
death.  Whose  Betsy  be,  nobody  knows 
on — ^that  to  be  sure  is  no  matter.  Crofts 
did  use  to  go  back  and  forth  in  the  packet, 
to  kudjoie  those  that  was  sick  with  her 

sarvice. 
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sarvice^— -and  so,  my  lord,  slie  tooked  in 

you    as  finely.     We  undarstand  he  was 

used  to  couie  to  your  palaoe  oAen,  mis- 

guised.  like  a  fryer;  had  I  been  there  I'd 

bave  fiyed  him.    Don't  take  her  again, 

please  your  lordship!    Those  Portegeese 

are  all  her  creters,  and  you  may  be  robbet, 

and  murthered,  and  sastinated,  before  no- 

body  knows,  in  that  wild  place.    Pray, 

my  lord,  fbrgive  ttiy  boldness-^and  *tis  no 

spite ;  for  I  am  your  loving  sarvent, 

**  With  true  regard^ 

•*  Akthony  Smith." 


His  lordship  was  alone  as  he  read  the 
scrawl,  and  so  alarmed  and  shocked  was 
he  that  he  feil  down  in  a  fit,  with  the 
paper  crushed  in  his  band.    In  the  mo- 

ment. 
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inent,  Mis.  Csolb  enteied^-die  aofeamed 
fbr  help^and  the  ooimtess  being  near,  glid- 
ed  into  die  loom  quicd^ty*  My  kxd  beat 
eveiy  qpie;  he  Idcked,  and  nnred,  and 
tote  the  paper  ta  atoms;  and  at  kngtbj, 
being  exhaiisted,.lay  in  a  swoon.  AU  was 
fhen  quiet»  save  tbe  whiq^ered  oongratu* 
latimis  of  Mrs.  Crafb  on  the  oountes&^s 
recovery^ 

My  lord  soon  opened  bis  eyes — they 
feil  upon  Ciofts  instanüy — ^he  bade  hei: 
*'  Begone  r  and  used  the  gvossest  terms 
towards  her»  ordering  h^and  all  hisfo- 
reigners  to  quit  immediately.  Amaze 
ment  and  suspidon  seized  Mrs.  Crofts; 
she  picked  up  the  ragged  fragments  of 
thepap^,  as  if  involuntarily;  then  whisper- 
ed  the  countess — *^  That  the  earl  wa&now 
evincdng  what  she  had  long  expected»  and 

must 
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must  be  left  to  her  management,  lest  Mf. 

Carleton  might  leam  what  he  would  in* 

stantly  take  advantage  of.** 

I^ady  Yalamour  did  not  know  what  to 

do ;  she  looked  sorrowful  but  undecided, 

when  a  stamp  of  my  lord's  foot>  and  a 

menace  at  Mrs.  Crofts,  so  terrified  her 

that  she  ran  out  of  the  ioon>. 

Crofls  now  appeared  collected ;  Ae  had 
no  fears  of  the  little  man — sbe  possessed 
herself  c^  his  cane,  and  sat  down  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room  without  dread  of 
his  tbreats:  she  began  to  examme  the 
crushed  letter  at  the  moment  of  my  lord^a 
abuse. 

**  Get  oüt,  you  viper !  Get  out  with  your 
gang  and  your  fnar !  Don't  think  tq  de. 
ceive  me — ^I  am  no  fool,  I  teil  you !"  said 
the  earl :  "  I  diseharge  the  whole  of  you 
the  moment  I  can  reach  my  bureau«" — 

-  Crofts 
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Crofls  ßat  unmoved,  having  found  what 
she  wanted  to  know,  the  name  of  the  in* 
former. 

Wben  he  stopped  to  take  breath,  she 
eoolly  asked  if  he  had  done^n  that  case 
the  re^ired  a  hearing. 

"  No,  I  won't  hear  you,**  replied  hej 
"  begone !  I  teil  you,  begone  f 

Crofts  walked  out,  but  she  lodced  him 
in ;  then  with  a  piteous  aspect  she  went  to 
the  countess — she  assured  her  the  earl  waa 
mad,  and  must  be  confined  acoord&igTy ; 
but  if  her  ladyship  would  trust  to  her, 
the  utmost  care  should  be  afibrded:  she 
knew  a  person  skilled  in  those  cases,  whom 
she  would  immediätely  send  for,  to  attend 
the  earl  during  his  illness,  and  who  would 
undoubtedly  eure  him,  if  «ent  fcn*  in 
time. 

The  terrified  eountess  believed  every 

thing. 
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thing,  and  was  confirmed  in  her  terrors, 
by  the  noise  made  in  the  earPs  apartment 
in  his  endeavours  to  get  out  She  fled 
from  the  spot,  and  took  shdter  in  another 
part  of  the  mansion ;  while  Crofts  sent  off 
for  her  Proteus  friar,  who  onoe  had  been 
Pedro,  then  a  monk»  and  now  personated 
Medums  Sum. 

The  earl  was  oonveyed  into  one  of  the 
turrets  that  night,  from  whidi  he  eould 
not  escape,  as  there  were-  only  niches^ 
tturough  which  lie  could  peep  at.tiie  high 
rocks  and  expansive  ooean,  which  he  oould 
see  from  tbe  toweripg  height 


'^^> 


*- 


44  THE  DESERTER. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Extreme  languor,  after  unusual  exfertion, 
rendeiied  lord  Valamour  a  mere  machine: 
but  Crofls  was  a  joUy  fellow,  and  did  not 
torment  him;  on  the  contrary^  choice  food 
and  the  best  wine  was  allowed  him;  an^ 
when  my  lord  complained,  the  former  af* 
fected  pity,  but  assured  him  (as  his  doc* 
for)  that  he  ivas  out  of  his  senses,  and 
his  prejudice  to  Mrs,  Crofts  a  mere  delu* 
sion. 

But  the  doctor  soon  grew  weary  of  the 
palace  and  the  govemess;  he  would  fly 
off  to  Usbon  for  a  week,  then  retum  with 
a  demand  for  more  Jees. — ^A  squabble 
would  then  ensue,  and  a  threat  from  Mrs. 

Crofts 


4}rolts  öf  bis  dismissal^  His  language 
often  shocked  the  oountess,  and  obüged 
her  to  quit  the  room,  frotn  the  grossness 
of  his  expressions. 

The  young  Edgar,  or,  a^lhre  should 
call  him,  lord  Melvume,  improved  daily ; 
his  mother  had  taught  him  to  read  the 
hible,  and  liie  mock  doctor  had  taught 
him  to— swear :  he  was  apt  at  emy  thing, 
and  often  disturbed  the  serenity  of  her 
ladyship's  pursuits.  One  day  he  Crept  up 
to  the  tuixet,  knowing  his  father  was 
there,  and  caUed  to  him  through  the 
döor,  ,  '    » 

"  Oh  Edgar,  my  son  and  heir!"  said 
the  earl,  piteously,  "  is  it  you  ? — ^Can  you 
let  me  out  ?  I  am  your  poor  papa,  and 
not  (^azy,  no,  indeed,  I  um  a  sensible 
man." 

The  arch  young  one  saw  the  key,  where 

the 
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the  doctor  had  left  it  in  the  outside  of  tbe 
doar;  hepulleditoutandpusheditunder» 
when  the  eager  iather  emancipated  him- 
seif,  and  stole  down  to  the  garden,  whare 
the  sweetmf  the  orange  blossom  quite  re« 
vived  him ;  but  the  want  of  exerdse  had 
made  him  feeble,  an^  he  erept  to  an  ar- 
bour  to  rest — ^h^  ladyship  was  sitting  in 
it;  as  he  tumed round  to  enter, she  scream* 
ed,  and  would  have  fled,  but  he  caught 
her  rohe. 

**  Papa  is  v^  good-natured,''  said  the 
boy;  '*  what  att  you  irfraid  of  ?" 

**  Ah,  Rachael  T  said  his  loidship,  "  do 
you  fear  me?  Are  you  as  bad  as  the  rest? 
Come,  kiss  me— I  have  not  seen  you  for 
ten  months.'' 

•*  La»  my  lord !  pray  don^t  toueh  me 
with  that  beard,**  cried  lady  Valamour; 

'tts  quite  frightfid.'* 

«Pshaw!' 


u  •'•• 
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<"  Psfaaw  r  Said  Edgar,  ''see»  I  kisshim; 
I  a'n't  frightened — am  I,  papa?** 

Tlie  earl  burst  into  tears — **  You  don*t 
love  me,  Rachael,''  said  he,  sobbing ;  *'  you 
don't  love  any  thing;  you  loc^  as  pretty 
ßs  ever ;  though  tbey  ^ut  me  up  fixt  ten 
monthsy  and  you  never  came  near  me 
to^say  as  much  as — *How  d'ye  do^  hus* 
band?** 

'' Andare  you  not  crazy,  mylord?  Oh, 
I  See  you  are  by  your  long  beard;  now 
do  go  bade  with  Edgar — ^be  will  help  you 
abi^,  If  Mrs.  Crofts  eomes,  Edgar  will 
get  it  for  letting  you  out.**    ^ 

''  Vfnpa  shaü  stay  as  long  as  he  likes," 
Said  the  boy,  boldly ;  "  let  her  box  me — I 
can  throw  stones  and  drive  her  away ;  she 
is  but  a  womanr^who  Gwes  for  her?* 

Her  ladysfaip  etole  off  to  apprise  Mrs. 
Cpofta  of  tiie  ÜMgkfg&t.    Tbe  eafl  aaw  bef 


48  THE  BESERTEK. 

go  witli  inexpressible  soirrow;  he  «unk 
down  on  the  moss,  and — ^never  rose  after : 
he  had  a  heart  unfortunately  tender — ^it 
had  soiight  what  it  could  not  inspire,  and 
it  burst  on  young  Edgafs  bosom ;  the  boy 
had  T^sed  bis  head  as helay  on  the  moss— 
he  thought  bis  father  slept,  and  would  not 
disturb  him.  But  Mrs.  Crofts  flew  to  the 
spot,  directed  by  lady  Valamour, 

"  You  sad  boy !  you  bad  boy  T  scream* 
ed  ishe,  Tiinmng,  "  I  will  panish  you— ^ 
but  hush — ^he  is  asleep — don't  stir  for  youp 
life — ^Adeep!"  exclaimed  she,  "mercy 
upon  US,  how  ghastly  1 — I  am  frighteried 
— ^I  dare  not  touch  him — Edgai%  dear  J  is 
he  cold?  Do  teil  me !  for  sure  he  is  dead^ 
and  aü's  over— " 

Edgar  could  not  speak — a  new  seene 

wasbefore  him:  he  saw  death,  for  the  fii:^t 
time,  in  the  dreadfiil  aspept  of  his  father— > 

terror 


taxor  stttidc  ther  b(^— he  dmehed  Im 
fingers  in  his  h«ir,  ibdd  tore  off  hasndfulld-i- 
fae  sfaneked,  kft  the  body,  äüd  Üew  to  his 
motb^r-^hen  scdUbedout  ibe  ^Kre  disästef. 
SHbe  taniedT^y  pole^  and  88ad*-^''Why 
idifl  r  iwt  M^  hkä?  my  poor,  deaar,  dead 
kott^i  hope  be  wat  not  angiy  r' 

SoMurtfaiii^  M(ke  riemone^  or  a  bad  con* 
icieiiee^  twitdied  Mrs«  Crofts's  senses:  shd 
had  imtiured  a  netvous  man  so  ag  to' 
cJUiae  di06(^tkm;  for  to  no  oth^r  eausä 
eoold  «fa«  amgn  the  deatb  öf  his  Wd^ 
diqp.-^AIi  the  eeinrants  wem  liuxnmöDed 
to  be**  iH'  th^  bödy,  imd  td  witness  the 
dttftlf  ^»ü»  naitand. 

Mr.  Cieits  came  bac^  at  the  very  jnHo 
1000^-"«^  Mnfusioil  äfieteaised,  for  hii)  in-« 
tiffi^iteee  waRs  importasrit:  Mr.  CarletoH 
kui ailähridd dti « diptodiftdsc  ekttrgete  the 

ir»£.  L  D  coiirt 


£ourt  of  Lisbon,  ^  a  peace  with  Eranoe 
.was  about  to  be  cofncluded. 

It  wä^t  natiüiaily  be  su|)ppsed  so  uear 
a  Gonnexion  would  inquire  for  lord  Vala^ 
mour :  bis  flight  or  bis  asylum  were  not 
easy  to  csonceal.  Mr.  Carleton  would  feel 
it  incunibent  on  bim  to  visit  the  widow  i]> 
beraflllction — :probably  inspect  into  tbe 
affairs,  and  snateh  ber  and  tbe  young  eari 
fipom  the  grasp  of  Mrs.  Crofts.  To  avert 
tbese  probabilcties  required  aU  her  skill ; 
sbe  flew  to  her  lädy  (who  had  retired  with 
ber  son  into  decent  solitude  from  tbe  me- 
lancboly  soene),  and  wringing  her  bands« 
sbe  exclaimed — "  We  are  every  way  im- 
done !  Our  faitbfijl  doetor  is  just  return- 
ed,  and  bas  brougbt  Üie  intelUgence,  tbat 
Carleton  is  in  Lisbon.  No  doübt  be  bas 
beard  of  my  poor  lord's  insanity,  and 

meont 
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meant  to  have  canied  off  your  son ;  he 
nught  place  him  with  ihe  monksi  and  bv 
a  proper  endowment  dedicate  hitn  to  the 
oowL— -You  have  nothing  fof  it,  but  to 
fly  this  very  night;  and  I,  who  am  -de* . 
yoted  to  you,  will  oonsider  of  a  plan»  in 
whic^  the  doctor  shall  assist  me :  have  no 
fears»  for  I  wiU  go  with  you  wherever 
we  goJ" 

A  w3d  sttfp  9{tfead  over  the  &oe4^the 
countess-r-^'  I  can*t  be  hurried»  Mrs^ 
Crofts:  What  are  you  saying?  Why 
should  we  run  away?  Edgar  is  a  big 
boy — ^he  can't  be  kidnapped.  I  mean  to 
go — ^but  must  tak^  nxy  time :  I  shall  go  to 
England when  it  is  proper;  but I  am  ijiow 
a  widow,  and  can't  go  out  for  t\iß  jfirst 
month.  I  never  was  so  firightened  as  my: 
late  lord,  and  I  tbink  now  qq  härm  of  M^. 
Carletonr—I  never  suspeqt  any  body,  yqu^ 

D  2  know ; 
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knaw;  only  my  lord  was  nervöus,  poor 
man !  I  can't  forget  his  long  beard  thoagh 

^t  was  really  shocking  !" 

•'  Nothing  will  moye  you !"  said  Mrs. 
Crofts^  m  a  rage;  ^^maiic  the  resuit  oF 
your  afaüij,  kdy  Valamonr,  that's  aU! 
But  1  wiU  padk  up  your  jeweLs,  for  I  shall 
Bot  wonder  sA  any  thing:  even  tlus  very 
llight  Carleton  may  seize  your  son;  bitt 
'tis  your  own  work-^yoi^b  wpn't  take  ad- 
vice;  so< good  lüoming  t'ye.'* 

Mrs.  Crofts  was  busied  the  whole  day*— 
the  doetoF  retumed  t&  lieibon,  and  hex 
ladjrsfaip  walked  ber  room,  muaing  oft  the 
eercmames  of  widowfaood:  at  ten  she 
iramt  to  bed,  and  dept  somndly  tifi!  one 
ptibck-;  she  wa»  tkai  distvirbed  by  a^loudi 
npise*  in  the  cc»ncbap^— Edgar^l»  screams 
were  t^fffic— her-  ladyship  jumped  n^ 

wilh  aiaerityy  and  opened'  her  doev^   tÄc? 

boy 
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boy  ran  to  bis  moüier;  while  a  lamp,  that 
was  not  quite  extinct,  shewed  Mrs.  Crofts. 
with  a  drawn  sword  bamng  the  |»ogre8S 
of  a  man  that  was  striving  to  pass  her.— • 
As  all  the  servants  slept  far  off,  her  lady« 
ship  was  terrified ;  she  diagged  Edgar  in, 
and  bolted  her  Chamber — ^then  thought 
of  Mrs«  Crofts»  and  wished  she  CQuld  aid 
her. 

At  lengüi  the  noise  ceased,  and  Edgar 
got  into  bed  with  Eliza,  while  the  coun- 
tess  puton  her  clothes  to  be  ready  for 
what  might  happen.  In  half  an  hour 
Mrs.  Crofts  tapped  gently, 

Dare  I  opoi  my  door  ?*'  cried  the  lady. 

Oh  yes/'  rejoined  Crofts,  feebly;  **  but 
I  have  killed  the  creature,  and  wa  woiind- 
ed  myself ;  ere  he  died,  he  said  he  should 
be  avenged,  as  if  he  failed,  we  should  be 
assailed  to-morrow." 

D  S  "  Dear !'' 


« 


«< 
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"  Dear  T  said  the  conntess ; . "  let  us  be- 
gojoe  directly :  I  nevar  suspect— -but  may- 
be  our  servants  are  in  the  compact ;  but 
where  can  we  go  ?  Mr.  Carleton  will  pur- 
sue  US — and  your  wound!  Dear  me, 
what  a  fuss  altogether  r 

Mrs.  Crofts'  head  was  bound  up,  and 
her  arm  bandaged ;  yet  she  set  about  mak- 
ing  bundles,  and  arranging  the  jewels^— 
the  day  dawned  on  ha*  ardent  endea- 
vours. 

"  Where  can  we  go?"  cried  lady  Vaäa- 
mour,  at  intervals;  *^  he  will  be  sure  to 
catch  US." 

At  lengtli  CrofU  woke  the  children  ta 
prepare  them  to  decamp.  -  Suddenly  she 
suggested  to  escape  by  ^ea,  and  it  appear- 
ed  feasible,  as  they  saw  the  fishing  ves- 
sels  near  their  rocks  every  day.  Upon 
this  pretext,  she  said  she  would  recon- 

noitre ; 


Hoitre ;  and  in  ten  minute$  slti&  came 
back  with  three  men— ***  who,**  she  said,- 
•*  belonged  to  ar  sloop,  that  wotdd  carry 
tiiem  to  France  ^urecUy;  and,  with  the* 
fhen  wind,  would  knd  them  next  mom- 


mg." 


•*  To  France  f  dear*  rae  !**  said  the  coun- 
fess ;  "  why  not  to  our  own  country  ?" 

**  Ridiculous !"'  cried  Croftls;  "'^are  you 
i^ain^  undeti^^?  I  shall  go,  at  all  eventsr- 
— ^I  fakve  killed  a  man,  and  shall  be  sure' 
iäy  sttflfeis— ügÄtingßnryöur  son  won't  sssver 
me;  so  farewell,  if  you  don't  choose  to 
follow.** 

The  countiess,  EUza,  and  Edgar,  soon 
foHowed  theirleader;  and,  from  a  boat; 
were  put  on  board  a*  vessel — dirty,  foul^ 
and  leafcy;  they  slept  on  old  coats,  had^ 
searce  any  thihg  to  eat,  and  landed  in  a' 
creek,  ten  leagues  firom  Brest  haibour. 

D  4  Lady 
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cqbaret,  m  ^  ßsbing  vül^^,  fpr  ipore  t;fam% 
amontb*  At  last  fihe  reacjied  Bre$t ;  by^ 
what  w*s  tbe  g^wml  ^ismay^  i/vlien  tbiey 
found  the  money  all  «pent,  and  the  casket 
of  Jßwelis  fitoleiL  away.  The  cpuutesa  bore 
her  lo8s  pladdly,  m^  wrote  to  my  loid'« 
agent  &r  supply)  biit  she  Ibegaii  tQ  be 
^3042^  on  h^arhag  that  no.  ^ucoeiatg; 
were  ri^eiya4  rejfitive  to  }iiß  lprds|4p»  aiid . 

of  cöui»^  iiQ  luU«!  CQid4  be  9«eepted  ti)  ^ 
Order, 

Too  ill  to  travel,  and  having  no  f^;- 
quftmtaflce^  ludy  yaJUwpur  ^t^  bw  §itua. 
tion,  and  begged  CxaSU  to  afusißt  \m^^ 
She  declared  sHe  bad  ooly  pne  cfown  to 
keep  tbem  ffOvcK  ^t^rving ;  but  ßh?  was 
willing  to  beg  oxx  tbe  road«  if  tiie  count^ss 
could  W9lk  to  Pari«.  > 

Helpless» 
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Helpless,  supine,  and  oppressed  by  ill- 
ness,  lady  Valamour  seemed  content  to 
die — and,  but  for  Edgar,  would  have  been 
starved ;  he  came  to  her  bedside,  shared 
bis  meals  with  her,  and  wondered  Crofts 
did  not  bring  mamma's  dinner,  when  she 
had  what  was  nice.  Eliza  would  have, 
been  useful,  had  she  known  how ;  but  she 
was  gay  and  giddy,  and  hated  a  siek 
room.  Three  weeks  terminated  the  last 
scene  ormortal  suffering — lady  Valamour 
appeared  to  slecp,  but  nei^er  woke  more  v 
she  was  buried — the  curtain  rose^  and  a 
liew  scene  appeared* 


p  5  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


^^■»^■»■»^^»•■^^■»■»^^■e*^ 


Behold  Crofts  now  as  lady  Elmar,  self- 
dubbed,  and  sister  to  the  deceased.  She 
did  not  remain  at  Brest,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed — ^Paris  was  to  be  her  field  of  action, 
and  there  her  ambition  uiight  ]be  displayed. 
During  five  years  her  fingers  had  been 
busily  employed — every  year  they  had 
counted  the  earl's  remittances,  ahd  every 
year  two-thirds  were  self-applied :  Crofis 
was  a  good  manager,  and  suffered  no  one 
to  cheat  but  herseif.  She  kept  the  palace 
sumptuously,  and  as  she  never  outriin 
twenty  thousand  a-year,  she  took  credit 
fbr  her  exaetness,  and  my  lord  was  vastly 
pleased :  he  knew  nothjing  of  aecounts,  or 

even 
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even  common  numbers;  nor  had  he  an 
idea  of  how  rieh  he  was,  other  than  what 
his  agent  told  him. 

Mr.  Cärieton's  missibn  to  Lisbon  brought 
matters  tö  a  crisis.  Crofts  saw  she  must 
tvind  up — ^therefore  hurried  off  the  coun- 
tess  to  another  iand— not  with  an  intent 
tb  kill  her,  we  may  suppose,  but  to  secure 
the  young  earl,  and  to  marry  him  tb  her 
daughter,  when  he  should  arrive  at  that' 
age  when  youtKs  are  proud  to*  considfer* 
themselVes  husbands. 

Scarcely  was  lady  Valamour  cold,  ere^ 
Crofts  summoned  the  cliildren*— tartsf^ing 

m 

the  weeping  boy,  she  bade  him  tfake  com^ 

fort;  for  ifhehad'lost  a  moth'er;  he  had 
found  an  aunt  that  löved  him  äearly. 

Ed^ar  thought  of  his  recent  deprivation 
too  de^ly  to  question  thisr  discovery — he 
did  not  care  för  the  relationsBip — ^whetherr 

D  6  he- 
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jhe  oalled  her  aunt  or  govemess  was  no^ 
jnaterial;  he  had  loved  her  second  best^ 
since  he  eould  remember,  and  she  was 
,   now  the  only  tie  he  could  fael  alltanee  to — 
he  w^pt  on  har  breast  while  he  grieved 
fox  his  mpther,  and  she  qalled  him  her  dear 
stephew,  whom  she  had  never  dared  to 
own  tili  then.    Edgar  at  that  moment  be; 
lieved  every  thing ;  he  was  a  candid  open» 
hearted  child,  unaequainted  with   false* 
hood ;  and,  at  six  years  oUj,  saw  every 
thing  as  it  seemed,  nör  looked  for  trnth 
"  intQ  a  well/' 

TEUhsk  was  not  so  easUy  imposed  on— a^ 
twdve  years  old,  guis  are  acute — she 
amiled  at  that  plausibiBty  which  deceived 
Edgar;  but  a  i;maxt  box  on  the  ear,  and 
^  rüde  pull  intoanotber  Chamber,  wrought 

Betsy,"  med  Crofts,  with  a  furious 

-  •  .  '.      * 

aspect^ 
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« 

nspect,  *'  take  your  choice  at  this  momenti 
^ther  to  forget  the  whole  of  our  life  up 
to  Ulis  period,  or  depart  from  my  protec* 
tion :  it  is  only  now  I  begin  to  live,  and 
must  date  my  existence ;  I  don't  wish  to 
know  the  State  of  your  memory,  or  past 
observations — every  thing  must  be  effaced» 
as  I  teil  you :  /  am  lady  Elmar — Edgar 
is  my  nephew*— no  longer  earl  of  Vala* 
iQour,  but  the  orphan  son  of  my  deceased 
sister;  him  I  protect,and  am  bringing  up, 
and  shall*  marry  to  you,  if  you  behave 
discreetily," 

"  Dear,  dear  mamma,"  caried  Eliza,  "  let 
me  kiss  you !  Shall  I  be  a  countess  ? — I 
shall  ne  ver  forget  that^  you  may.believe  me ; 
and  I  do  assure  you,  I  will  even  forget 
that  Msty  Crofts,  whom  I  always  hated; 
a^d  from  hence  will  remember  only,  that 
I  am  tQ  be  wife  to  lord  Valamour,  and 

have 
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fiave  coaches,  and  footmen,  and  dresses?:. 
and  every  thing  1  choose  to  foncy^  as  long^ 
as  I  live." 

"  Very  true,my  love,"  skidKer  mother; 
^  but  don't  teil  Edgar  this — he  will  per- 
liaps  be  troublesöme^  as  fie  grows  up; 
therefore  I  meaia  to  sink  Kis  title — he  will 
forget  it  by  degrees,  iF  he  never  hears  it; 
änd  wKen  he  shall  be  of  an  age  to  Be 
curious  I  shaJl  call'  him  master  SmitÜ;. 
and— ''' 

**  Smith!    mastfer  Smilh!"    excläimedf 
Eliza,  interrupting  her  mother ;  "  I  can- 
not  consent  to  that — I  will  be  a  countess — 
no,  no,  I  don't  forget  tfiat*  Edgar  is  a  lordj 
nor  do  I  ever  mean' to  forget  it." 

Mrs.  Grofts  was  obliged  to  develop  her 
scheme  mbre  fiiUy  than  she  at  first  intend- 
ed,  before  Eliza  became  tractable.  At 
length  the  reasonihg  became  so  eogent; 

^  that 
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tiiat  she  yielded  to  her  mother:  Edgar 
teas  to  marry  Eliza  the  day  he  became  of 
age,  and  his  title  was  to  be  diviilged  an 
hour  previous  to  the  ceremotiy — joy  and 
gratitude  would  crown  tlie  acquisitiön, 
and  a  retum  to  England  give  riches  and' 
honours  to  them  all. 

However  distant  the  speculation,  Croftff 
had  no  dreads — ^her  wealth  was  secure,  as 
from  time  ta  time  it  was  remitted  to  Eng- 
land,  and  bank-receipts  retumed  to  her 
for  the  funded  property.  But  she  was 
also  ambitious;  and  the  eight  years  of 
splendid  luxuiy  she  had  enjoyed  ripened 
her  bold  aspiring  mind  to  dignity,  as  well 
as  riches. 

The  path  had  of  itself  widened  for  her — 

what  she  had  projected  promised  success — 
former    successes    made    her    daring:   a 

change  of  name,   and   sinking  his  title, 

would 
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Ayoul4  baflBe  all  inquiry,  if  any  should  be 
made,  for  Edgar.  Yet,  judging  of  Carle*, 
ton  by  herseif,  the  conclusion  was,  that 
the  latter  would,  by  degrees,  step  into  the 
estate,  as  the  right  daimant,  and  willingly 
consign  his  young  relative  to  death,  ör  ta 
oblivion. 


'- 1 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


^EHOLD,  then,  hdy  Elmar  settling  her  es- 
tablishment  at  Paris.  Carriages,  servants, 
^lä  a  large  hotel,  denoted  consequence. 
She  was  soon  visited ;  but,  fearing  she" 
ipight  be  knpwn,  she  kept  aloof  from  her 
cympatriots,  and  opened  her  doors  only  ta 
French  people.  Amongst  those,  she  soon 
sdected  a  handsome  abbe  for  Edgar's  go- 

vernor ; 


6S 

vemer;  who^  bdng  domestksted  in  Hat 
hm9e9  tdAed  to  her  ladyship'«  partieolar 
QomfoKt.  But  tibis  pious  priest  had  a  most 
iintractaUe  pup3 ;  Edgar  dhme  to  be  obS- 
€d)<»rd  Melyume^he  would  not  aaswer  to- 
fnonsietpr  Smit,  ttid  a  loud  fieacas  ensued. ' 
He  kieked  tbe  ajbb^s  shins,  caüed  him  a 
Freneh  dog,  mid  swore  he  would  not  leam 
frona  him.  Hapjl%  he  wa«.  not  under- 
stopf],  ^xcßpt  in  bis  practieal  Impression 
OQ  the  abb^'ß  legs,  wbicb  boi»  testimony 
to  fldgar's  strengtfa  in  tears  of  Uopd. 

L.ady  lamar,  Uttle  esipecting  such  a  pro« 
deedijigs  vm  yery  angry;  flnsit  boxing  tb^ 
boy's  eaw,  sbe  drove  Mm  into  her  closet— 
^*  You  Jit^Je  beggar/'  cried  sbe,  **  I  will 
discard  ypu !  Your  name  is  Smith,  though; 
I  bare  spoilt  you ;  I  suj^orted  you,  and 
your  motihie]:,  and  now  you  dare  to  insult 

me. 
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me,  and  oontradict  the  truth  l  It  was  I 
that  nick-named  jou,  out  of  froHc,  becauiie' 
you  were  pretty ;  I  once  said  you  looked^ 
like  a  lord,  and  it  so  pleased  you,  that  it 
was  often  repeated,  tili  you,  I  conceive,r 
Feally  snpposed  it  was  tnie." 

Edgar  shook  bis  h^ad,  and  became  sul- 
len^ — "  Was  not  papa  a  lord?*  Said  he, 

"  No,  he  was  not;  but  he  was-  a  mäd- 
man,  and  fancied  himself a  Ibrd^  as  you  do.*" 

•*  And  are  not  you  mad,^  and  fancy 
yourself  a  lady  ?^  said  Edgar,  spitefülly. 

•*  You  insolent  brat  I'*  eried  Crofts,  **  I 
shall  tarne  you !  get  in  there,  and  fast  till^ 
your  pride  subsides !"    As  she  spoke,  sfae* 
Ibcked  htm  in  a  cupboard,  dark-  and  dlrty, 
where  he  could  neither  turn  nor  see. 

Edgar  would  not  ery,.  or  Sue — ^he  stood^ 
ift  gloomy  solitude,  foi>  he  could  not-  sk : 

down.- 


<€ 
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down.  Three  hours  undisturbed  medita* 
tion,  and  extreme  huiiger,  distressed  him, 
Imt  did  not  humble  his  mind. 

At  iengük  a  voice  reached  his  ear — 

Edgar,  my  dear  Edgar  T  said  Eliza, 
where  are  yoa?  Mamma  said  you  wcre 
in  this  room — where  are  you  hidiug  ? 
^peak»  &r  I  am  just  come  home,  and 
brought  you  cakes  and  bön-honsJ' 

Edgar's  heart  swelled — ^he  would  not 
dry,.  and»  had.  he  spoke,  tears  would  have 
fbuhd  their  way. 

Still  calling  him,  Eliza  unlcfcked  the 
cupboard.  Motionless  and  pale  stood  the^ 
boy — ".  My  Edgar;  my  little  husband  r^ 
exclaimed  she,  "  what  ails  you — ^why  are 
you  hidden  there  ?'' 

He  flung  himself  on  her  bosom»  while 

convulsive   sobs  shook  his  J&ame^     At 

lengtlv 
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length  he  inid-**^  My  own  Bessy !  am  I 
not  a  lord  ?" 

She  kissed  and  caressed  him,  bot  w» 
siknt    On  his  reurging  tbe  question,  she 
paused;  then  said^-^^^  I  wish  you  really  was 
such,  xny  pretty  Edgar,  beeause  then  I 
should  be  a  lady,  you  know,  when  we  axe' 
manied;    but,  ctmie,  mäke  it  up  with 
mamma.    If  she  teils  the  truth,  you  should 
not  be  angry ;  this  is  the  lessoh  she  early 
taught  you*— »truth  wipes  out  all  faults,  so 
you  must  not  blame  her." 

**  I  woDt  be  niaster  Smith,  then,  if  they 
killme r  cried  Edgar;  "  I  don't  like  it~ 
I  can't  bear  it— ^and  if  I  am  used  so,  I  will 
run  away,  and  go  a  begging !" 

"  Could  you  leave  me?"  cried  Eliza; 
*'  cruel  Edgar  r 

:  He  threw  his  arms  about  her,  and  kiss« 

ing 
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in^  her  cheek,  repetted~^  I  wont  be  m«-. 
ter  Smith,  if  they  kiB  mef 

Crofts,  who^  bchind  the  tomes,  kid 
heard  the  oonv^nntioB,  ürnnä  cMreive 
oaeasnree  wodkdxMt  da:  «be  loon  chungyd 
her  ^stem^  md  bjr  av'eHndul^mce  le» 
gained  the  love  her  Tiolenee  had  done 
inrayv  fct  if  Edgar  conld  thrctie»  to  elopt 
tut  so  etafy  a  period,  he  idigiit  dfeot  ttie 
threat,  were  he  to  be  thwarted,  and  ovef- 
id^  1^  darÜBg  pu^pose  for  whi^h  he  was 
so  cherisfae4 

By  tins  methed,  his  tatenfo  wei«  nc^^ 
lected,  and  his  time  miaspent;  be  ksmt 
Fienc^  nr^dly,  ttom  tiie  Tis^lors  afc  fhtf 
hoose ;  holt  1^  grainsiHiäcd^  ki^tracticnM 
«f  hn  ttttor  were  almi^tf  hüd  a«d»,  ani 
;psaf»  pnscd  oa  mimpNXiied. 

\Politkal  affiun,  at  Ütoß  pctied»  mme^m 
dSaudyaspeot  LadyEhiuriOMariäton^ 

ed; 
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ed ;  her  confidence  in  the  abb^  g^w 
daily  more  confinned,  and  to  bim  she  ap« 
plied  to  advise  her  an  the  subject  He 
was  so  comforjtably  placed,  was  so  much  at 
home»  and  had  such  influence  over  the 
lady,  that  he  consulted  a  member  c£  the 
cabinet,  to  whom  he  was  known»  how  tq 
secure  to  bis  patroness  a  safe  asylum  in 
Pms,  dbkould  a  rupture  with  England  en* 
sue. 

This  friend  advised  the  lady  to  be  any 
thing  but  an  Englishwoman,  if  a  retum  of 
foreigners  in  Paris  should  be  called  for. 
This  Kttle  hipt  cost  üve  hundred  livres — > 
a  dauceur  expected  for  such  secret  serviee 
from  the  disinterested  Frenchman ;  but» 
as  it  was  very  useful,  it  was  Yiot  given 
grudgingly  by  hdy  Ehnar,  who  chose  to 
be  a  native  of  Portugal»  as  she  was  versed 
in  the  language  of  the  Portuguese,    To» 

give 
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<gi\se  jnore  colour  to  tbe  story^  sir  George 
]BbBar  had  served  ia  that  army  from  his 
youth,  and  faad  been  created  a  knight  of 
^e  Tower  aad  Sword,  for  his  gallant  con-* 
duct.  Crofts  took  ddßgfat  in  oomposing 
&ls^oods,  and  'would  link  a  diain  of  them 
so  neatly  as  to  outshine  truth,  without 
dread  of  detection. 

Thus  she  remained  in  quiet,  when  a 
sudden  order  dragged  all  the  English  to 
allotted  Spots,  wiiere  bounded  limits  pro- 
soibed  their  egress,  and  barred  the  sweet 
hope  of  seeing  a  native  home, 

The  corrupted  manners  of  die  then 
haut  Um  assimilated  well  with  those  of 
Csofts — ^the  glowing  language,  the  ardent  . 
attention,  ihe  prevoyaafu:e  of  the  old  no»> 
blesse,  were  obsolete;  a  fieree  address,  a 
cardess  negligence,  an  abiruptforwardness, 
and  vulgär  tone,  chased  good  breeding  out 

of 
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eoüld  bpast  np  diffMe^  but'  had  stattet 
"^om  tfae^  eob^port  heafr  of  vilaMSiv  tl» j 
despi$ed  wkal  tbäjr  owdd  Hott  attaan  fo^^ 
they  hoisted  thetr  cntMi  stottdärd-^-^and  Mt* 
daekH£sly  triHnp^ted  the  Tcilgar  soiiiMlir  ef 
**  fteedom"  i»  erery  tfakig! 

No  wonder  that,  in  thvee  yeai^,  wotae  of 
ihe;  best  fedbings  a  boy  eon  iioiiiiflk  Were' 
vniheiiag^  nay  partfy  dead^  iintfain  tba 
beart  of  Edgur.«  He  grew^  wip  €3ftetbeu^[^^ 
jgnoaüsty  and  concefted ;  mA  the  ]?eä'  gbcä 
in  his  nature.  wm  so  löaded  by  ftUy,  ^haA 
iA  adldom  ot  ever  i^p«ar^ 

ISiaaä,  at  fift^eny  v^^  cbmpktefy  a  wo»' 
xtiiHl^  y4tb .  aU  a  wAmoli's^  enrasl;^  Tto 
btfidKXine  dDb6  posaessed  her  ßamcsf^ 
thoagk  ]M>t  egEdudini^  oifaevs^  wbo  wexe 
altiaükifve;  Aamr^  of  «  hMband  isF  Ed^ 
gMi^  aber  nadlved  t^ynlM;  by  tboRl  yäam 

of 


of  freedom  still  at  ha*  command,  and  ex- 
tend  her  oonquests  to  tlie  widest  drcle  she 
eould  reack  Her  romps  with  Edgar 
ceased  to  amnse — study  became  her  pur* 
$uit — and«  for  that  purpose,  every  liour 
she  could  command  was  passed  in  the 
abb^s  room,  when  he  was  in  it. 

When  Edgar  opuld  be  caugiit,  the  ap- 
paratus  for  improvement  was  displayed; 
booksy  globes,  and  instruments  for  mathe» 
matics,  corered  the  table ;  but,  three  times 
out  of  four,  they  remained  only  to  signify 
vfhnt  should  go  forimrd,  not  what  was 
done,  for  the  eclK>ldr  was  narely  found 
at  those  liours  hii^  tutor  was  in  waiting. 

At  &st  Eliza  wöüld  mn  in»  tp  form  ex- 

V 

xmses  f<n*  Edgsür.  .  The  assumed  aager  oF 
the  abb^,  at  the  idle  &0y«  gave  f  pr^xt 
for  her  pleadia^;  ttou  toüchii^  the 
things  oa  the  table,  she  would  a9k  the  use 
Vol.  I.  E  of 


eC  BgW;  &r,  ■  ita  <än*»  <rf  **  4ar 
«mH  l»Mt  HD  dignife,  tat  W  rtarte« 

fc«n  tke  oon^wrt  heap  of  TilewBSr  they 
d«pised  wha«  tk«y  ««lä  «rt'  »«««  to— 
they  h™*ed  thdr  »mi  »*«*»*-="*  »*' 
dadcKKly  triMDlxste*  tliii  Tulgor  «»»ä»  »f 
"«»^»^»"ineyeryäiag'  ^ 

No  wonder  that,  in  three  ya«,  »««  <* 
the.  te«  feeüngs  a  !)oy  M>  !«»"*  ""'^'^ 
witkring,  my  puüy  cä»d,  Y*hm  «*» 
he-trfEdgK.  Hegret*.p««»>«*^ 
ignonnt,  an*  coneeittd ;  «na  th«  «'^  S^ 
in  his  nature  was  so  loaiod  by  MIy.  *»• 
it  4^oin  or  ev«  ap^wartÄ. 

Eh-za,  at  fifteen,  was  com#*«*y  »  "^ 
man,  with   all   a  vroman's  etiore.     ^l*^ 
hanAome    abb^     possessed    Vr    *— 
thoiigli  not  excIuÄmf;  »thsm», -^j^ 
,  attractire.    Asstiac^V  ^  *    ^^^^ 
gut,  ahe  nsolve^  -•     l^^  ^  * 


Ha-  mnf*  w'tth   VAf^ 
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of  <?£fch,  express  a  wish  to  learn»  put  every 
thing  ihto  disorder,  then  caper  äbont, 
laugh  at  tfae  misbhkf  she  had  dahe,  and 
whirl  herseif  away  in  a  waltz  movement. 

These  vLsits  became  so  frequent^  that 
they  were  not  misconstrued«  whatever 
might  be  the  Impression.    The  abb^  ptit 

on  the  tutd]>*4ie  told  Eliza  die  was  tk)lage, 
and  preached  against  the  influenee  of  th^ 
passi<»is. 

**  Ah,  ah  !*•  rejoined  Eliza ;  **  you  htve 
anötiiier  doctrine  for  my  mother^  my  good 
abb^i  bat  don't  mistake  me— I  liave 
ejres  that  ean  penetrate  your  heart,  I  assure 
yon." 

"  Then,  mademoiselle,"  r^oined  be,  **  I 
hope  yofu  seeprudence  inits  place;  wfaab- 
ever  may  luik  in  the  reicesses  of  my  faeart 
miust  remidn  hidden.  I  must  <^nly  be  sen^ 
)«i)de  of  the  goodness  oi  madame,  until 

you 
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you  marry — ^then  my  devotion  shall  be 

> 

whoUy  to  you,  and  my  attachm^it  ferveat 
udlasting.'' 

*'  Goodness  i**  repeated  she,  **  wherein  ts 
mamma  good?  I  don't  understand  the 
Word  *  goixfaiess;'  can  you  explain  it  to 
my  cono^tion?  I  have  thought  of  it  again 
and  again ;  you  axe  a  priest,  and  so  very 
kamed — ^now  exetnplify  the  word  to  my 
comprehension  ?" 

"  Pshaw  !'*  ciied  the  abb^ ;  "  you  want 
to  puzzle  ,me»  madem^seUe,  not  to  inform 
yourself«  The  word  is  much  in  use,  but 
it  is  of  an  obsolete  meamng.'' 

<<  Well r  continued  Ae;  ^  I  saw  a book 

lately  in  Madelaine's  Chamber — ^it  was  all 
aboüt  '  goodness/  Mid  I  liked  it  much ; 
and  1  £hall  read  more  <^  it  when  I  have 
time — ^but»  according  to  that  doctrine, 
mynnHi,  and  you/ and  all  our  aoquaint- 

£  8  ance— 
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ance — aye,  and  myself  into  tlie  bargairi, 
are  as  opposite  to  goodness  äs  the  sunshine 
of  noon  to  the  dark  gloom  of  a  dreaiy 
nifirht  in  winter." 

You  give  me  the  vapours/'  med  the 
abb^,  pettishiy  ;  "  put  aside  whatever 
puzzles  you — ^fi^ow  the  example  of  my 
lady,  your  mother — spend  money  liber- 
ally — enjoy  life,  and  give  your  conseience 
to  my  keeping,  who  will  take  care  "of  it, 
as  I  do  of  your  mamma's.  Retire,  made- 
moiselie,  and^  don*t  tempt  me,  lest  I  may 
finally  be  overcome." 

Eliza  laughed,  as  she  skipped  off,  at 
having  puzzled  the  tutor,  tvhen  she  saw 
Edgar  on  the  stairs. 

**  You  are  always  at  your  studies,**  med 
he ;  ^*  I  wish  I  was  as  fond  as  you  are  of 
being  in  ishis-Töom." 

Eliza  blusfaed  deeply ;  and,  coiisdous  «f 

it. 
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it,  she  hugged  and  kissed  Edgar  to  hide 
her  face. 

He  struggled  to  repulse  her,  and  red- 
dening,  in  his^  tum»  he  said — *'  You  are 
too  bold ;  I  am  not  now  a  baby*  Do  you 
leam  these  lessons  of  the  aMb^  ?*' 

**  Edgar  !'^  cried  Eliza^  "  you  af&ont  me^ 
You,  vfho  will  be  my  husband,  ought  to 
prize  my  caresses  T 

"  I  teil  you/'  rejoined  he,  "  you  are  too 
bold ;  I  can  romp  with  Madelaine  for  an 
hour,  but  can  never-  get  a  kiss — she  grow» 
angry  if  I  attempt  it.  I  like  her  better 
than  you — ^now  I  teil  you*"* 

"  Mighty  fine,  this  declaration !  silly 

boy,"  Said  Eliza  i  "  but  mamma  spoils  you. 

You  would  not  dare  insult  me,  but  for 

her;  but,  remraiber,  you  are  dependent 

on  her,  and  must  obey  her,  or  lose  what 

she  can  bestow-" 

E  3        *'  Dependent  r 
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'*  Depmdent  T  repeated  he ;  '^  I  sliail 
soon  be  a  man,  then  I  need  not  depend  on 
any  body/* 

^  Oh,  EdgaifP'  fiaid  she,  aflfecting  iß^ 
weep,  "  could  you  forsake  me?  could  you 
slight  my  love,  and  break  the  eontract  I 
hold  sacred  between  us  ?  Ho,  no — ^you  are 
only  jealous»  imd  jealousy  proeeeds  &om 
love :— swear  then  not  to  leave  me,  and  I 
am  content." 

Edgar  would  not  swear;  but  he  eould 
not  stand  her  tears.  He  dried  her  eyes, 
Said  he  was  in  joke^  and  reeoveieA  bis 

usual  good'humour  ^pfn&aüy,  i£  not  ixt 
truth. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


^  ^#<>»##^>^»  »i»»  ## 


Edgab^s  growth  was  beyond  his  years  r-^. 
mudy  figüre,  and  extreme  beauty,  pro- 
ttused  ßuily  ta  create  love ;  but  to  Eliza 
he  seaned  a  diild.  The  length  of  time 
she  must  wait  for  him  wearied  her  mind  i 
and  the  disoovery  so  lately  made  of  his  pe« 
netration  made  her  dread  his  watchful  eye. 

It  chanoed  one  day,  aa  Edgar  vras  on 
the  scamper,  mounted  on  a  hiied  horse,  he 
fuddenly  tumed  a  comer^  and  knocked 
over  an  old  genüeman.  Edgar  dismount* 
ed  instantly»  fflid»  with  his  whole  might» 
raised  the  pers^i»  supporting  him  as  he 
stood. 

^^  Have  I  hurt  yöu,  sir  ?  are  you  bruised 

£  4  or 
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«■  wounäed  ?"  cried  Edgar :  "  I  am  very 
unhappy !  Let  me  place  you  in  this  shop, 
tili  I  fetch  a  surgeon.  I  fear  you  are  Imrt, 
tbough  you  don't  feel  it ;  indeed  I  am  quite 
unhappy  to  be  the  cause !" 

"  Ijttle  hurt,  but  miich  shaken,"  said 
the  stranger ;  "  I  can  walk  home,  by  you» 
assistance — ^yonder  is  my  dwelling,"  point- 
ing  to  a  house;  **  but  den't  alarm  my 
daugbters  by  saying  I  am  hurt." 

Edgar  missed  his  horse,  but  that  did  not  . 
vexhim:  he  staggered  und6r  theweight 
of  a  tall,  boney  person,  who  pressed  heavily 
on  his  Shoulder,  as  they  walked  on,  tili  he 
was  near  änking.  He  was  glad  to  be  told 
to  ring  a  bell.  The  stranger  lightened  the 
bürden,  by  the  aid  i^  a  pillar  near  him, 
against  whidi  he  leant. 

A  grey-headed  vakt  answered  the  sum- 

jnons,  shabbily  dressed  cnongb.     W'ith  a 

■  •  truly 
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truly  Swiss  aocent,  he  accosted  Edgar — 
**  Ho;v  dare  you,  yonng  scclc7*at,  ring  my 
bell?  I  have  a  mind  to  knock  you  down 
for  your " 

**  Hush;  hush  !•'  cried  bis  master,  "  I  am 
31 — dorft  you  see  me  ?  Help  me  to  your 
Chamber,  toavoid  my^girb." 
.  A^  stsxtf  and  a  cliange  of  aspect»  brought 
the  valet  forward,  who,  assisted  by  Edgar, 
took  the  stranger  to  hi»  servant's  room» 
on  the  gxound^flooF,  which,  to  amuse  the 
reader,  I  sball>  take  leave  to  describe. 

On  a  long  board  stood  thcee  stoves» 
covered  with  stewing  vessels,  replete  with 
sa^ry  meats.  At  ofie  end  stood  a  crean^^ 
ready  for  the  Salamander ;  some  gots  of  po* 
matum,  just  rendered^  apo!xvder-bag,  loose 
€ombs,  a  shavihg-pot,  and  a  rag,^  whieb 
had  received  the  crop  of  the  razor*  Neigliv 
bcHiring  near  lay  French-roUs  ready  for 

E  5^.  table^. 
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kehle,  eofiee,  and  sugar-candy.  At  the 
other  end  lay  the  wooUen  dressing^gown 
of  the  master,  bkckmg  brushes^  and  black-- 
ing,  liquid  and  solid,  dirty  shoe8>  and  eke, 
"jrtockings,  pantaloons,  &c  &c.  In  a  recesa 
atood  a  paUet»  whose  disooloured  piUow 
told  tales  of  a  greasy  night-cap,  but  now 
reoeired  the  head  of  a  worthy  master,  in 
Hie  place  of  Pellette,  bis  faithful  valet. 

jEdgar  stood«  as  if  watdung  the  stranger^ 
who  appeared  to  sufier  severely— **  What 
canIdo?"Griedhe;  *' I  did  the mischief— * 
can  I  do  nething  to  rqpair  it?^ 

^  Boys  iu*e  always  in  misehief,"  said 
Pellette ;  "  if  my  mäster  dies,  you  shall  be 
Ikunged;  md  that  will  be  smaü  reparation, 
^hoBgh  be^t»  than  none." 

A  female  voice,  at  this  instant,  caUed«-*^ 
^  Pellette  r 

He  made  no  answer. 

The 
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The  call  was  repeated;  to  which  was 

added — '*  Pray  oome  and  dress  me— I  shall 

be  too  late.** 

'*  Sabre  du  höh  r  ejaculated  the  valet ; 

^^  what  must  I  do  ?  ces  demoiseÜes  sont 

iaufours  pressi — I  shall  oome  in  a  mi- 

nuter 

He  had  scarcely  spoken,  when  a  lovely 

<3-eatuTe  bounced  into  the  Chamber,  with 

her  hair  fiowing,  and  half  her  clothes  in 

her  hand.    At  sight  of  her  father,  she 

dropped  them  down,  and  flew  towards 

him — **  My  father,  my  dear  father !  what 

has  happened  V  cried  she ;  **  oh,  mtserC' 

eorde  l  you  are  dying,  I  fear  T 

The  exckmation,  as  she  had  lefl  the 

door  open,  reaehed  her  sister,  who  was  on 

the  stairs ;  she  also  flew  fbrward,  and  add- 

cd  her  terrors  to  the  scene. 

£  6  £dgar 
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Edgar  was  astönished ;  he  looked  on  tlie 
young  creatures  as  two  angels;  but,  as 
Pellette  flew  ofF  for  a  surgeon,  he  told  the 
misfortune  with  a  sort  of  penitential  com- 
miseration,   that  pailliated  the  case»  and 
drew  tears  from  his  young  auditors.    Ha- 
Ving  gained  this  point,  he  ventured  to  pick 
up  their  scattered  garments,  and  modestly 
observed — "  They  would  catch  cold;"  awk- 
wardly  he  endeavoured  to  adjust  tliem, 
as  both  sisters  knelt  by  the  bed,  ILstening 
to  the  whisper  of  their  fether's  voice, 
who  now  feit  his  inward  hurt»  very  op- 
pressive. 

An  innate  delicacy  made  Edgar  shrink 
at  the  unconscious  dishabiUe  of  the  two 
girls,  who,  from  habit,  awaited  Pellette  to 
lace  their  stays,  and  attend  their  toilet. 
Turkish  drawers,  and  a  chemise,  was  their 

sole 
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sole  covering ;  and  Edgar  blushed  and 
blushed,  yet  could  not  shut  bis  eyes  from 
tbeu:  beauties. 

Sometbing,  wbich  tbeir  fatbar  wbisper- 
ed,  made  them  blush  in  tum ;  eacb  threw 
tbeir  röbe  over  tbem,  in  evident  confusion ; 
wbile  Edgar  feit  an  inward  joy  at  tbe 
proofs  of  tbeii*  modesty  and  decency,  and 
now  surveyed  tbem  witb  increasing  plea- 
Sure. 

Tbe  sturgeon  arrived,  and  addressed  tbe 
patient  as  cx)iint  de  Rosci.  Tbe.applica- 
tion  of  tbe  laneet  gave  sucb  great  relleli 
tbat  tbe  count  begged  to  be  cowveyed  up 
stairs,  to  a  cooler  and  more  agreeable 
Chamber ;  and  Edgar  afforded  bis  aid  in 
this  removal. 

Tbe  count  regarded  tbe  youtb  witli 
pleasure»  notwitbstandmg  tbe  pain  be  bad 
occasioned  bim ;  and  tuming  bis  eye  on 

bis 
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his  eldest  daughter,  he  said,  in  English — 
**  This  boy*s  heart  is  as  tender  as  his  per-^ 
son  is  interesting !" 

Edgar  blushed  deeply ;  and  his  features^ 
brigfatened. 

"  Did  you  understand  me?-*  cried  the 

eöunt.    ' 

Edgar  proudly  sald — '*  I  am  an  English^ 
man  !'* 

"  Then  I  must  love  you,"  rejoined  the 
eount ;  "  I  owe  your  country  mucb — but 
how  are  you  in  Paris»  and  not  with  the 

detenue  ?" 

•*  I  don't  know/*  said  Edgar;  ^  but  mjr 
aunt  will  inform  you — I  live  with  her  j: 
they  call  her  lady  Elmar.'* 

"  Have  you  no  parents?"  cried  the 
<»unt. 

"  They  are   dead,"  said   the   youth, 
reughly,  as  kf  disliklng  the  question. 

"  Weil, 
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«  WeH,  give  me  your  hand — ^you  are 
English,"  cried  the  count ;  "  reoeive  my 
fiiendship,  and  continue  your  visits ;  my 
hiuts  are  repaired  by  gaining  your  ac- 
quaintanoe.  Call  upon  me  often,  and  I 
shali  be  glad  to  see  you." 

Edgar  now  took  leave^  and  resolved 
that,  OD  the  next  day,  he  would  renew  his 
üiquiries  after  the  connt 

All  tbe  way  home  he  thought  of  his  ad^ 
venture,  and  wished  to  get  quietly  to  his 
Chamber,  to  pursue  his  revaie.  But,  in 
the  porte-cochire  of  his  hotel,  stood  a  man, 
loading  her  ladyship  and  her  servaiits  with 
the  most  foul  abuse. 

As  Edgar  entered,  the  fellow  Md  hold 
of  him —  "  Ah  !  ah  P'  cried .  he^  "  where 
is  my  horse? — ^you  shall  pay  £(x  him,  I 
swear!  or  go  to  prison;-— so  take  your 
choice,  boy  l**. 

The 
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The  youngster  twisted  hiniself  from  the  • 
man's  grasp,  and  the  servants  ran  betweeii 
them.  He  explained  to  bis  aurU  the  first 
part  of  the  accident,  *where  the  horse-  had 
escaped ;  but  the;  savage '  insisted  that  the 
horse  was  maimed,  and  no  lönger  Service- 
abie,  and  he  must  seU  him  for  the  dogs 
knmediately., 

Lady  Elmar  now  waxed  wroth ;  she 
scolded  Edgar   severely  ;    calied  him  a 
»pendthtifi,  for  hirmg  a.  horse,  when  he^ 
had  legs  to  walk ;  and,  forgetting  her  dig-^ 
nity,  revilßd  Ijoth  tlie  maii  aod  the  boy 
most  completeJy. 

The  abb(?,  at  this  moment^  johied  the 
party,  ffom  which  Edgar  flew  off,  highly 
indignant,  to.his  own  raom,  iH-brooking 
the  rebuke  he  had  naet  with.  In  his  way, 
iie  met  Eliza;  she  seized  his  band,  and 
was  going  to  salute  him,  but  he  pushed 

heji. 
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her  off;  saying— **  Wait  tili  I  ask  yoii  for 
a  kiss  ;  yoü  are  too  bold,  Betsy — I  don^t 
like  it.*" 

**  Why,  Edgar,  you  are  strangely  alter^ 
edr  cried  »he;  **  you  don't  love  me,  I  be- 
lieve  i  I  will  teil  your  aunt  of  your  un* 
kindnesSy  my  young  sir  I  See  what  she  will 
say  to  you,  if  I  complain  !*' 

**  Let  her  say,"  rejoined  he ;  **  I  can 

but  Bo  matter — ^let  me  pass — ^I  will  not  be 

sabused." 

.    Astonislied,  £liza  made  wfiy»  and  he 

entered  bis  room,  with  suUen  Indignation 

in  bis  eye,  that  raised  her  wonder, 

Meanwhile  the  abbä  calmed  the  tumult, 
by  saying  he  would  see  the  horse,  to  aseer* 
tain  the  damage  sustained,  and  aUow  sa* 

tis&ct>jn  for  all  injuries,  due  and  just,  ta 
the  owner. 

The  man  had  demanded  a  thousand 

livres,. 
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livrei^,  to  recompense  his  kws,  but  naw 
reduced  bis  demand  to  half  that  price;  and 
finding  the  abbä  still  firm^  and  quite 
calm,  he  would  yet  have  conoeded  lewer, 
had  bis  concessions  been  reeeived :  bat  the 
WQords  ^  foUow  me/'  sufficed  to  make  the 
man  humUe  bis  mien»  and  soften  Ins  tone»^; 
as,  on  reaching  the  stable,  the  horse  wa» 
eoting  bis  hay»  in  the  stalle  with  the  skin 
of  one  Shoulder  ligbtly  grazed,  by  the 
wheel  of  a  fiacre,  which  he  had  touched 
kl  bis  fligbt  hraie,  but  without  other  in* 
jurjr. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  X. 


w»»i»##i»»#^i#^<»#»»» 


DtmiHC  t)ie  abb^s  absence,  Eliza  made 
her  oomplaint  of  Edgar,  with  tearful  eye» 
— **  He  will  escape  us  T  said  she ;  ^  and, 
after  I  shall  have  waited  sa  many  years,  I 
«hall  neitfaer  be  a  oountess,  nor  have  any 
husband  at  all !  what  will  become  of  me,  if 
such  be  my  case  ?" 

New  her  lady  ship*6  passion  bad  subsided, 
she  repented  her  irritation  on  the  subject 
of  the  horse;  she  well  knew  the  proud 
spirit  of  Edgar,  and  to  repair  the  breach 
her  anger  had  made  puzzled  her  not  a 
little.  Mother  and  daughter  were  equally 
concemed,  and  were  debating  the  case, 
when  the  abbö  retumed  to  them. 

''I  shall 
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"  I  shall  «end  that  rogue  to  prison,*^ 
Äaid  lie ;  "  the  horse  is  not  hurt — a  crown 
would  päy  the  damage  he  received.'' 

"  Oh,  I  am  so  glad  !"*  rejoined  the  lady  ; 
*^  I  will  buy  the  horse  for  Edgar.  The 
wretch  ,will  seil  it  cheap,  ta  escape  confine*. 
ment ;  ofifer  him  ten  pounds  for  his  bar* 
gain,  and  to  remit  punishment,  he  will  ac- 
cept  your  offer — and  this  present  will  ap- 
pease  the  boy."  ' 

"  Oh,  my  lady !  how  you  spöil  your  ne- 
phew  !"  Said  the  abb^  ;  "  my  cane  would 
appease  him  better ;  or  the  whip  suit  him 
better  than  the  horse,  might  I  apply  it.** 

"  Fie,  fie !  my  dear  abb^,  talk  not  so," 
cried  the  lady ;  "  Edgar,  the  affianeed  hus- 
.    band  of lllliza,  must  be  gently  treated.  Go, 
my  good  friend,  procure  the  horse,  and; 
send  him  home  directly." 

According  to  the  ladies'  wishes,  the  mat- 

ter 
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ter  was  adjusted.  The  man  was  foiled  by 
his  own  knavery,  and  lost  twenty  pound.;, 
to  avoid!  a  prison ;  while  the  equally  kna- 
vish  Crofls  enjoyed  tlie  acquisition,  by 
which  she  obtained  the  horse  for  one^third 
af  its  vahie. 

Edgar  was  appeased,  and  most  grate- 
ful  for  Ulis  pres^tit ;  he  eveii  applied  more 
diligently  to  his  studies ;  but  every  day» 
when  the  task  was  done,  he  flew  off  to 
the  ooant'«}  as  an  indemnity  for  his  appli. 
cation  tto  what  was  his  aversion,  namely, 
leaming. 

His  youth,  beauty»  and  good-nature, 
gained  him  every  indulgenee  fit>in  the 
eount  and  his  daüghters ;  he  saw  the  ha^- 
mony,  attention,  and  affection,  existing  be- 
tween  them ;  and  feit  a  seniiment»  whoUy 
new^  öf  respect  and  äwe,  to  his  new 
firiends»  whieh  increased  ot  efvery  suooeed- 

ing 
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ing  interview.  His  mind  soon  leamt  to 
form  oompariscms,  by  which  Eliza  lost  all 
infliience ;  her  hoy denish  bold  depieanour 
sunk  her  low  in  Edgar's  thoughts ;  and  he 
seemed  to  shrink  into  himself,  when  the 
allianee  with  her  rushed  on  his  reoolleo 
tion. 

At  different  peHods»  he  leiont  the 
eount's  history,  which,  though  not  won- 
defful,  excited  interest;  for,  as  he  spoke  in 
English,  and  many  of  his  years  had  been 
passed  in  England,  Edgar  feit  a  patriotic 
impulse  to  listen  and  enjoy  "  the  length- 
ened  tale,"  however  garrulous. 

At  the  fiercest  period  of  the  revdution, 
the  oount  had  emigrated  with  his  wife  and 
two  in&nt  girls.  One  only  d^meatic  a^ 
<K>inpamed  their  flight,  whidi  was  fiie 
Swiss,  Pelktte«  Horrar^trcmk  nl  seeing 
thok  dmteaa  in  ß$sam,  as  they  fled  fibm 
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it,  Üie  couxitess  became  helpless  and  un- 
nerved ;  Pellette  tfaen  became  the  garde 
i^enfanU  canying  the  infant  of  ten  möntiis 
in  his  arms,  and  the  other  of  two  yean 
upon  his  back. 

Through  remote  passes,  and  deep  fo- 
rests,  they  reached  a  woodman's  cot,  where, 
in  a  few  days,  the  countess  breathed  her 
last,  froni  terror  and  fatigue.  This  seoond 
misfbrtune  orerwhelmed  the  count:  he 
and  Pellette  consigned,  with  their  own 
hands,  to  the  unconsecrated  eardi,  an 
adared  wife,  whom  he  had  bome  in  his 
arms  thie  greatest  part  of  fifty  miks» 
through  untravelled  maaes,  resting  in 
eaves  or  thickets ;  while  Pellette  stripped 
off  his  garments  to  eover  the  bed  of  leaves 
he  formed  for  the  babes^  t6  refteflh  tiiem 
for  tke  next  day's  joiffney. 

So 
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Soprofound  w^  the  counfs  melancholy 

as  to  thf  eaten  his  reason — ^he  took  bis  seat 

on  the  earthy  mound,   that  buried  the 

eountess,  rejected  all  nourishraent,  and 
perceived  notbing  that  occiirred.    The  in- 

&nt  prattle  of  Cecile  failed  to  rouze  bim, 

every  sen«e  was  absorbed,  and,  to  all  ap* 

pearance,  be  was  a  statue  of  woe. 

Pellette  bad-  bis  doubts  of  the  wood- 
man ;  some  words,  between  bim  and  bis 
wife,  which  Pellette  bad  overbeard,  alarm* 
ed  bim.  The  woman  seemed  to  urge, 
but  the  man  resisted,  adding — ^'  I  would 
ratber  starve  than  do  such  an  action!~- 
JDenounce !  sure  the  devil  is  in  you !" 

A  icontinued  wbisper  made  l^he  Swiss 
fear  the  woman  would  prevail.  She  rose 
before,  day»  .and  w^cit  out  wkb  her  bus- 
band.   Pellette  started  from  bis  straw,  and 

sbook 
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shook  his  master —  *'  Oh  for  a  priest  T 
^cried  the  Swiss,  **  to  sanctify  the  earth  ovcr 
iny  blessed  mistress !" 

De  Rosci  at  onoe  became  animated— 
'*  Where  is  the  priest?^  rejoined  he,  in  a 
'CDnfuäon  of  ideas. 

**  Come  with  me,**  said  the  Swiss,  **  and 
we  yrim  fetch  him." 

The  count  stood  forth ;  and  FeUette  led 
the  way,  with  his  two  in&nts»  both  crying 
at  being  awakened  from  slumber«  Time 
was  precious-F-the  count  took  up  Ceeile, 
and  left  the  hut ;  Fellette  emptied  some 
milk  into  a  bottle»  and,  with  the  infant 
Constanee,  fled  n^idly  from  the  place. 

The  count  strode  on,  at  a  pace  unequal- 
led ;  he  kept  no  tradk,  but  with  a  nervous 
eagemess».  broke  througfa  all  impediment, 
repeating  at  times — "  A  priest !  a  holy 

YOL.  I.  F  consecration ! 
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cons^ratlon !    Oh !  tny  Constäntia !  peace 
he  with  thy  50ul,  my  beloved  T 

Many  mile»  had  they  teavelled,  when 
wearinesÄ  oVör^WelM  grlef,  and  the 
count  ky  down  ih  ä  vineyard,  and  feil 
asleep.  Some  females  wefe  gatheiiiigc 
gmpes^  and  the  Swiss  äddress^d  them ; 
pity  impelled  their  kindhesB  to  the  babes, 
äiid  with  these  peastöts  he  po^^  the 
hoüW,  while  his  master  r^oned. 

iPellettö  söön  leärnt  Ihe  path  where  they 
could  gäin  th^  möuiitäin,  tO  dfeäeend  to  a 
canal,  whei*e  boJits  Trfere  alWays  pässmg$ 
with  commei-ce,  fröfti  thfe  south.  Eagdf 
to  proceed,  and  ftiake  süre  of  such  ttonTey- 
ance  ä^  ensurdl  feapite  frem  toH,  F^Ilette 
roused  his  mästet',  who  aWoke  möte  661^ . 
lected,  and  less  tnisetabltä. 

He  embräiäed  his  chiMren,  and  askied 

how 
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bow  they  came  tbere,  and  where  next  they 
w^e  going?  tie  spd£eiK)t  ofthe priest; 
bat  seenied  anitious  to  pursue  whatevef 
Im  faithful  9vnm  prqjected,  tofavour  their 
emigfäetkiD. 

In  dioit»  if  ben  tbey  gmmd  Ae  canal« 
bU  fiitigue  ^ided.  Thejr  reacbed  the 
Fren<^  bdundaneB»  enteired  Austria,  and 
.  lost  au  dread  of  being  dencmnced;  but  po« 
reity  bore  hard  upon  them^  and  when 
(bey  reacbed  Brüssels,  one  room  was  äU 
tbey  could  afford ;  and  Pellette  would  not 
hearüfanotberservant.  Öis  ecönomy  and 
indüstry  defied  want  in  any  sbape;  and 
for  four  years  bis  ingenuity  bad  always 
added  to  tbeir  Kttle  störe.  He  worked 
straw,  wasbed  for  the  cbildren,  dressed  and 
undressed  them,  cooked  the  food,  wmted 
<m  bis  marter — ^in  :^rt,  be  seemed  to  bare 

fifty  bands,  mid  tised  them  aB^droitly. 

F  2  Weary 
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Weary  of  life,  the  count  joined  some 
fiiends  going  to  England,  where  better 
viqws  appeared.  The  allowance  to  emi- 
grants,  for  tfaeir  daily  bread,  was  a  certam 
good ;  and  not  a  few  Englisfa  nobles  opened 
their  doors  hospitably,  to  repay  favours 
received  previous  to  the  revolution; 

Pellette,  meanwhile,  made  his  pupiLs  in- 
dustrioüsf ;  he  taught  thei^r  little  hands  to 
weave  straw,  and  make  flowers :  nor  was 
their  father  idle :  to  fonn  tfaeir  minds — to 
read  to  and  with  them — :togiye  them  holy 
thoughts — and  correct  their  errors,  requi- 
red  time,  and  lüuch  of  the  count's  was  de- 
voted  to  that  purpo$e. 

Aflter  years  of  struggle  and  adversity^ 
de  Rosei  got  his  name  strudc  out  from  the 
list  of  emigrants«  and  once  more  entered 
France.  He  was  not  mblested  or  imp^ed 
in  his  road ;  and  having  once  owned  a  su* 

perb 
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perb  lidüse  in  Paris,  completely  finished 
in  a  lieh  style,  h<^)ed  at  least  to  £nd  a 
home,  and  some  old  domestics,  to  receive 
him  with  joy,  if  not  with  splendour,  as  for- 
merly. 

On  entering  the  gates  of  his  own  man- 
idon,  tawdry  servants  approached,  to  ques- 
tion  him.  "  Citizen  this/*  and  "  Citizen 
thaU^  disgusted  his  feelings.  He  was  as- 
suted  by  the  possessor  that  he  would  not 
yield  to  any  plea  of  right;  but  having 
bought  the  hoase  of  the  nation,  it  was  his 
own,  in  spite  of  the  daimant 

Litigation  was  of  no  use  at  that  mo- 
ment — ^fresh  rulers,  and  fresh  laws,  changed 
daily ;  but  as  a  friend  of  de  Rosci's  had 
great  infiuence,  he  obüdned  a  lent  of  three 
thousand  livres  for  his  hotd,  as  an  office 
for  goveminent,  with  which  the  count 
was  content,  in  tiiis  case  of  emergency. 

r  3  The 
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The  lodgii^  to  whidi  Edgar  had  bram* 
introduced  wafi  the  retreat  tbe  oount  had 
fixed  on,  for  cheapnetß.  Pellette  saidl 
^'  they  wouM  do»'*  and  he  maile  them  oon«- 
venient ;  and,  as  he  was  every  thing,  Üw 
reader  ivill  feel  no  siuprise  thdt  Pellette. 
presided  at  the  tdJet,  eren  to i:he loeingeT 
the  stays ;  and  the  girb  couid  net  dieeis^ 
without  Üie  attention  he  had  alwaysi  ac^ 
customed  them  to  wait  for. 

Nekher  he  nor  they  eyer  thptight  of  sexr 
Pelktte  was  regaüdedvaa  an  <M  iiurse-~ 
while  he  thou^t  öf  tb^n  as  his  inhoeent 
childreri,  sanetiiied  by  their  owfi  purity — 
lidiest  of  the  holy ! 

Edgar  would  dwßU  on  the  count's  story 
for  hours,  and  inTite,  by  questteets,  Tark^i« 
repetitions  of  it  By  these  means  he  kan^t 
the  State  of  tbe  times,  and  sometluiig  of 
the  policy  of  the  neighbouring  nation»; 
t  i» 
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in  short,  bis  ide^  developed»  and  some- 
thing  more  of  rational  pumuits  employed 
iis  fancy. 

This  new  attachment  reniain^  no  se« 
cret ;  Edgar  mentioned  th^  count  and  hi« 
daughters,  with  due  encomium;  but  his 
praise  exdted  no  wish  to  see  th^m,  either 
in  the  lady  or  Eliza.  -  Pöverty,  certainly^ 
was  no  recommendation  *to  the  notioe  of 

his  aunt — modesty^  candSpur,  beauty,  and 
sensibility,  were  none  to  Elba.  A  short 
Visit  passed  fr om  each  party ;  but^asnoas«- 
similation  took  place,  no  desire  to  create 
friendship  appeared;  and  a  grädual  cold«^ 
ness  put  an  end  to  the  acquaintiance,  soon 
after  the  attempt  to  form  it  was  begun. 
Eliza  took  a  sudden  aversion  to  the 

s 

young  ladies ;  and  lady  Elmar  pronounced 
the  count  "  a  spy,**  paid  by  England,  for 
betray ing  the  secretis  of  his  own  country. 

F  4  Edgar 
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Edgar  was  ordered  to  drop  peaple  that 
lived  by  their  wits,  and  who  would  impose 
on  his  credulity;  but  Edgar  dared  to  deny 
the  base  assertion,  and  boldly  to  support  liis 
new  friends,  in  the  face  of  detraction  and 
envy.  His  eyes  appeared  to  open  daily 
upon  good  and  evilp^his  discrimination  be- 
came  clear  and  perspicuous ;  he  beheld  in 
the  count  a  model  for  man — ^ia  liis  daugh- 
ters  he  saw  the  perfeetion  of  women- 

The  associates  of  kdy  Ehnar  were,  all 
sensualistSy  men  or  women ;  the  friends  of 
the  count  were  poor,  it  is  true — ^but  they 
met  at  the  count's  to  amuse,  and  to  im- 
prove  eaeh  other — to  mingle  their  humble 
pic-nic,B,nd  to  enjoy,  altogether,  a  free  and 
liberal  spirit,  at  a  small  expence — and  af- 
fording  food  to  expand  the  mind,  by  dis- 
cussing  subjects,  if  not  new,  improving 
and  interesting.    In  these  parties,  Edgar 

feit 
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feit  happy — ^not  that  he  dared  to  do  more 
than  listen ;  but  that  attention  pleased  him 
more  than  the  füll  Kberty  <ff  talking  loud* 
ly,  and  licensed  rudeness,  which  unre- 
strainedly  he  practised  at  home. 


CHAPTER  XL 


Edgak's  manners  changed  graduaBy — 
-Eliza  thought  they  did  not  improver  he 
had  lost  all  inclination  for  her  boisterpus 
gambok,  and  repulsed  her  advanoes  wit]i 
.  i^vid^nt  disgnst.  Again  and  again  she 
eomplained  to  her  mother — ^Edgar  was 
schooled;  and  advised  to  give  up  the  so- 
dety  of  the  count ;  yet  Edgar  dared  to 
disobey — ^nor  did  a  day  pass,  but  in.  the 
moriHng,  or  at  night»  he  saw  those  he 

F  5  most 


'  lUge  aad  jeslkwsy  wmkeä  lady  JSkax 
oa^ce  more  to  ^pen  defiance:  tfareats  anii 
denunciatiow  pf  tm^  hjA  oa  tbe 
World  were  again  uttered,  which  Edgar^. 
with  inefFable  contempt,  sullenly  smiled 
at,  but  made  no  alteiation  in  bis  pursuitas 
He  was  now  of  jWf  jage  to  judge  ratiorially, 
and  did  not  fail  to  pereeive^  that,  to  carry 
Ms  fmsft,  &rmij^^y  not  to  jsaf  ofastinwy, 
äways  i^revailed ;  >tliei^oFe^  wiA  a  abn* 
fiess  f&ore  vflbaiü  curprimig^  ESigsüt  ittld  bi^ 
cnmt  iie  i^iould Tisit  ^oioart;  de  RoacLMsSl 
liAzards,  and  her  threats,  were  ihef  n- 
alized»  wooM  not  appal  one  w3i0  daued  ip 
be  mdependent  white  fae  hsd  jaealtfa. 

He  was  now  reproached  for  bis  ingnati- 
tude,  by  %ol^  «DoAher  aiid>  daughter ;  but' 
tfae^^ttal  dreadt]Kf  lofikig  Edgar,  üom  wbat 

'  he 
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he  liad  Said  on  several  oocasions;  abridge^ 
tlie  altercatbn ;  and,  tp  restore  peace,  and 
brmg  hifn  rouhd,  his  aunt  preseoted  hin^ 
a  watcji  a{  value,  and  assured  him,  that  bi$ 
'welfare  was  dearer  to  t|er  t)iaii  jber  own 
on  every  oec^on ;  and  tlie  moment  he 
should  m^iy  EUza,  her  own  autliority 
sbould  cease^a^d  she  shoul4  make  both  of 
theoi  independent 

iE4gw>eye9  expne^sed  delight  o^  ao- 
fiepting  the  pi?efiwt;  but  tbe  speeeli  Ü}Bt 
accoonpanied  it  douded  tbe  bri^tness  at 
once ;  a  sigb  swejtled  lü^  basom,  he  twjirji- 
.ed  tbe  key  wd  isfi^a»  put  t^  watch  to  Hw 
«ar»  a^d,  at  l^ngth«  esea]^  from  his  com- 
pajnions-^into  a  diijl  $po(»  cafled  a  garden, 
urKere  he  poQdei:^'pn  his  Situation,  and 
ßombim^ilie  «Kadows  th^t  ^ded  through 
his  mind,  j^i^  a  »ort  of  dreäm  of  what  had 
hai^^ed   pjrevious.  to  his   sixth    yep;^*, 

E  6  beyond  ■ 
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beyond  recoÜection.  These  ideas  often 
crossed  Edgar  unpleasantly,  but  a  natür- 
rally  gay  spirit  soon  chased  away  what 
did  not  please  him»  and  pursuits  more 
coiigenial  led  him  away. 

Still  continuing  his  Visits  at  the  coulit*^?, 
Edgar  honoured  this  good  poor  man,  and 
imbibed  his  principles,  in  some  degree; 
but  he  liked  best  to  unke  in  the  lessons 
every  day  studied  by  the  two  girls,  under 
the  iustruetion  of  their  father.  With  the 
abb^»  Edgar  either  coidd  not  orwould  not 
•  leam  any  thing — with  the  count  and  his 
daughters  nothing  seemed  difficult — no^ 
thing  tiresome  or  duU;  so  that  the  few  ao- 
quirements  he  had  were  entirely  the 
gleanings  pieked  up  firom  the  society  of 
thöse,  for  whom  every  day  ^as  adding  a 
link  of  friendship  between  them; 
•    Thus  passed  imperceptibly  the  days  of 

Edgar, 
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^dgar,  tili  he  completed  his  fifteenth  year, 
and  the  prudenoe  of  the  eount  suggested, 
in  Order  to  i^Mtre  a  boy's  feelings,  to  inti» 
mate  tbat  both  his  daughters  were  affi>- 
aneed,  and  had  been  so  since  the  eldest 
was  ten  years  c^.  This  in  truth  was  the 
case;  and,  aeeording  to  the  old  rules  of 
the  French  oourt,  chädren  were  betrothed 
ahnost  as  soon  as  they  could  speak,  and 
their  ineünations  were  never  eönsulted  tiH 
after  the  union,  when  eäch  party  formed 
its  own  selection,  as  to  the  partner  of  the 
heart,  which  very  rarely  wa»  shared  with 
either  husband  or  wife ;  but  hov««d,  and 
then  settled,  as  fancy  knpelled  or  circum». 
sfonces  directed. 

The  young  Edgar  was  content  to  ad- 
mire  those  young  ladies,  or,  more  pröper- 
ly,  to  love  both  alike.  He  conduded  he 
mtikt  marry  Eliza;  liabit  and  persuasion 

seeuied 


sematieä  to  have  fi^ed  tha<;  pennt — and^  « 
his  youth  w^  d  bulw^rk  ^aimt  passipn> 
any  ;$peeie$  of  tendresse  wm  out  of  the 
i|uestiÖQ-^resp^t  N  and  gentfe   attention 
äowed  fiaturally  to-  th#  firmier,  and  a  -«or^ 
of  r€^rd,  ah^ost  indescnb»}^,  attached 
bim  to  thß  i^£ffly  oompankHi  Qf  fal$  Infant" 
days,  althougb  he  eould  not  k>¥e  her  aa^ 
he  feared  h?  ought  to  do,  if  d^stined  for 
Im  wife*-^bat  iä$SL  aiw^ys  shocked  £dr 
gaf-^he  shrunk  into  himself^  nor  could 
the  gixHnified  wealth  his  atmt^  tajked  cf. 
reponcU^  the  barter  af  hin^self  by  the  cpnr 
ixexioB  ;  in  his-  eyes  she  was  a  base.  cotr 
rupt  voluptuary,  devoted  to  the  worid; 
her  associates  were  vulgär,  tawdry,,  pre- 
isumptiKHis  inmates,  that  evidently  came 
to  prey  on  her  extravagance,  and*  relievß 
tbeir  own  wants;  and  EUza  was  ui&cted 

altogether  i^  the  vortex  into  whieh  she 

was 


wu^xnm^mi  ib^  0%ßm^  ef  her  moi» 

Finding  it  imposeible  to  detach  Edgiyr 
&om  the  eomt,  lady  £linai^  aa  che  sunrey- 
ed  tlie  ymitht  fouod  her  fears  lacreaw  «s 
to  die  rii;id$hip  of  her  dan^iter.;  ishe  ap- 
{died  to  the  abh^^  who,  as  her  oofifidant 
jnd  jdmer,  oonsoled  her  hgr  an  assuiano^, 
tüiat  he  woold  veflect  upon  the  subject», 
and^  let  her  know  ihe  rewli  of  such  deU- 
bendion. 

In  a  few  days  the  9lbh4  had  ^anaed 
find  executed  his  vile  design  ;  fordeRoscT 
was  agahü  «xäled  to  a  Imndred  mäes  tpom 
Pam,  <m«  suepidk)»  of  treas(»ialde  eorre- 
spondence  with  England  against  the  State ;. 
and  theicomit,  his  dau^ters,  and  Fellette, 
left  Paris  in  the  night,  glad  to  escape  with 
their  lives,  under  so  severe  an  aoeusation ; 
whieh  vasaeiaruel  as  iarfoiinded»  and  evi- 

dently 


112  T'HE  BESERTER. 

dently  the  werk  of  some  unkiiown  fiend; 
or  envenomed  enemy,  who  sought  their 
ruin. 

De  Rosci,  tinder  every  agitation»  f&rgot 
not  the  boy — a  liurried  billet,  containii^ 
a  tender  farewell^  and  hinting,  that  the  de- 
nuneiation  that  caused  his  exile  proceeded 
from  the  malice  of  persons  unknown,  was 
left  with  the  ^eople  of  the  lodging.  Ed- 
gar about  nooB  recdVed  it  from  their 
hands,  as  he  .was  running  up  to  the  ccrnnf^ 
saloon,  according  to  hia  däily  habits:  hiir 
course  being  impeded^  he  feit  some  alarm»^ 
and  the  natural  inquiry  for  the  count  and 
his  daughters  was  urged  immediately  by 
the  youth. 

"Alas^  skP*  answered  the  man,  "he 
has  been  used  cruelly,.  for  he  was  an  ex- 
cellent  man!" 

Edgar  sat  down  m  a  window  o£  Ute  cor- 

ridori 
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lidor:  he  tumed  vay  pale,  and  broke 
open  the  letter — ^he  read  it  tni^ice ;  then, 
with  the  violence  of  a  rushing  torrent, 
tears  burst  fix>in  hiin,  in  defiance  of  shame 
that  struggled  to  repel  them.  A  sum- 
mons  from  below  c»lled  dovm  the  master ; 
and  soon  after  the  sound  of  approochmg 
feet  roused  £dg^ — ^he  feit  the  sealdiug 
tears  bum  hls  eheeks,  and  wished  to  hide 
them  fix)m  the  intruders  now  advancbig— ^ 
a  small  door  stood  invitingly  open,  and 
Edgar  entered  the  doset  to  avoid  Obser- 
vation. 

•'  Wh^n  did  y our  lodgers  depart  ?*'  said 
a  voice  of  one,  who  seem^d  bargainiiig  for 
the  Chambers,  and  which  Edgar  was  cer- 
tain  was  the  abb^s ;  the  source  of  his  tears 
dried  instdntly,  and  rage  entered  his 
breast. — The  abb^  in  want  of  a  lodging, 
.when  he  could  command  a  süperb  house  !-^ 

-  it 
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it  was  not  possible !  Edgar,  in  tiy  ing  to  get 
a  peep  at  bis  tutor,  flung  down  a  bottle 

r 

which  m^de  a  noise. 

"  Ha  r  cried  the  abb^ ;  "  you  dare  Je- 
eeive  me !  They  are  not  gone — ^y on  har- 
bour  them  yet,  ßipon!  I  guessed  at  the* 
e^tse,  and  came  to  detect  you-^tum  out, 
tum  out,  madeiiooifielles !"  added  he; 
boltmg  into  the  doset — ^  Ah,  ha !  xxdci 
the  ti^kor  of  a  count ;  we  will  hang  yoa 
to-morrow  to  make  sure  of  the  matter.'' 
During  these  exclamations,  the  abb^  was 
dragging  at  Edgar's  coat»  su^posing  he- 
had  caught  the  counjt  hidxag  in  the 
idbset 

Edgar  resolved  to  profit  by  the  blun* 
der;'  and  chastise  the  abbä  fyr  bis  vile* 

> 

itessr which  he  instantly  conceived  with<- 
ö}ii  great  penetration;  there&re,  as  the* 
abb^  dragged,  £ldgar  held  £ist  by  a  beam, 

andl 
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tlid  Usbed  out  like  a  hone  in  the  piHara^ 
9ßd  Bcsirifted  the  abb^in  all  direttions,  finom 
top  to  toe^  with  all  the  venom  of  an  ai^ 
lAged  boy,  wbo  9corn«  all  measures  when 

» 

the  enemy  is  in  bis  gzasp,  fidr  or  fouL 

*^  Tbe  old  knave  is  confoundedly  strong,*^ 
criied  the  sbbä,  pa&ting  for  breath;  *^gOf 
fiir  a  gene  d'^rmes  to  aecus«  him— *I  can* 
^t  hold  bim." 

•*  And  wbo  w  you,  eit»^''  replied 
thelandlord,  '^  tfaat  «buse  my  house  under 
fidae  {Hreteneeflt  and  commit  an  assault  on 
a  youi^  gejitleman,.  to  whom  you  are  ai 
stranger,  and  who  claims  my  protection^, 
from  being  under  my  loof?" 

"  Assault  !'*  rejoined  the  abbä ;  **  loofe 
at  my  ivounds  f-^fbur  gashes  <m  my  legs^ 
wm  Ueeding;  and  every  part  of  me 
bruized  with  bis  kicks  !«*^I  pray,  who  was^ 
the  aasailant?    Bring  him  out  to  receive 

that 


116  THE  DESERTEff. 

that  that  I  owe  bim  directly — ^I  will  see 
liim  face  to  face,  without  fighting,^  I  as- 
sure  you." 

"  I  wish  I  had  kiUed  youi"  cried  Ed- 
gar, starting  from  the  doset,  rage  animat^ 
ing  bis.gestures :  ^1  you  are  a  vSlain  !^— a 
mean,  underhand  villain !  I  hate  yoü^  I 
despise  you ! — a  creature  pampered  by  tny 
jauat!  Wbere  is  the  count  de  RoscH 
dog?"  Then  rushing  up  to  bim,  with  a 
scream,  he  added»  stampiitig  as  he  spokfe-i 
"  Odd,  I  could  tear  your  heart  out,  if  I 
durst,  insidious  viper!  Where.  k  the 
count?'* 

The  abb^,  somewhat  surprised,  ^  made 
no  answer. 

The  youth  raged  on  tili  he  was  weary ; 
then  ran  off  to  make  the  tale  public,  and 
«exculpate  the  count  from  all  asper$ion, 
and,  if  possible,  to  get  him  reealled  from 

an 
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tm  unjust  sentenoe.  Finding  his  efforts 
of  no  «vail,  and  himself  laughed  at,  Ed- 
gar went  liome,  hut  met  his  aunt  with 
an  icy  oeldness — he  scarcdy  ^ke  to  her 
or  £liza;  and  was  )served  in  his  own 
looni,  c»:  dined  abroad,  or  a.t  the  table 
d^hote,  having  dedared  he  wojuld  not 
meet  the  abbä  o^  any  terms;  and  that 
one  or  the  oth^  must  quit  the  house. 
Eliza  was  almost  driren  mad»  and  lady 
Eknar  but  little  bettem--neither  liked  to 
give  up  the  abb^ ;  and  Edgar  was  assäled 
hy  sighs,  teais,  and  supplications,  to  for- 
^ve  the  past,  and  lay  it  all  to  love.  Eliza 
took  the  fault  upon  herseif;  and  affecting 
candour,  said— "  The  Sjcheme  peKformed, 
by  the  abbä  was  all  her  own,  to  get  rid  o£ 
a  rival  preferred  to  her ;  and,  if  the  exile 
of  the  count  had  not  succeeded,  sfae  should 

have 


IIS  TH£ll£S£fttfift; 

liave  pmsoned  tfae  whote  of  the  cotlntV. 
&mil}r,  to  secure  Edgar  wfaoUy  to  her^ 

Whatever  hotmt  thit  arowal  dhpkyed, 
the  idea  that  love  for  him  bäd  wrottght 
iip  this  madness,  engendered  pity  iiithef 
end,  and  the  tears  and  <*a^esses  of  the  fond 
^rl  reccmciled  Edgar  to  h^,  though  the 
abbd  he  never  forgave,  or  evet  remained 
in  the  room  with  him ;  fbr  the  ftt)Wn  Ed- 
^r  asstrmed  at  i^ight  of  him  was  a  dismis- 
sal  the  abbd  otnild  not  witiistand. 

The  youth,  at  tiimes^  was  wont  to  re.' 
ftect  on  the  power  he  held  over  his  aw/rf— 
Why,  if  he  was  dependefit.  Was  he  so  in- 
düiged?  He  knew  no  one  of  his  age  so 
whoUy  his  own  ttiaster,  or  whose  whbns 
and  caprices  had  such  power  with  their- 
friends— «  Surdy,**  thoü^  he,  '"öiyaunt- 

must 
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must  be  very  good,  and  yet  I  can^t  love 
lier ! — ^Why  is  my  nature  so  p€frvcQPse  and 
ungrateful  ?" 

At  fifte^Q,  such  leflections  are  not  dur^ 
able — -they  occasion  a  temporary  sedate-» 
sess,  but  nev»  remain  long  upon  the  mind 
to  corrode  it. 

Edgar  feit  the  deprivation  of  de  Rosd 
seyerd[y>  and,  lo  divert  his.  mind»  sought 
fniblic  tfaeatres  and  crowded  ^asemUies: 
he  disliked  bis  h<Hne^  and  it  was  better  to 
Bungk  fH'oiüisciüoüsly  al»x)ad^  th^n  jom 
in  vulgär  revelry  with  those  he  despised» 
who  found  a  welcome  at  Ins  aar^s  house* 

Chance  had  so  direoted,  that  lady  £1^ 
mar  shoukl  prefer  the  comedis  that  Kdgac 
had  dedded  on,  to  her  usual  party  at 
home-^tp  avoid  esci^ling  her  was  im- 
poaäble;;   Edgar  therefore  told  EUza  he 

should 
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should  attenct  them»  prbyided  the  abbd  did 
not  appear. 

DeHghted  with  a  condescension  she  did 
Hot  expect,  she  feit  quite  happy;  and 
throwing  herseif  on  his  neck,  called  him 
her — ^^  dear  husband."  But  the  cold  re- 
tum  Edgar  made  almost  appalled  her. 

"  You  shock  me,  Eliza,"  cried  he; 
"  surely  you  forget  my  age,  my  size,  my 
sex-*-!  must  woo  of  my  own  aocord,  but 
not  be  stormed  into  affeetion.** 

Puttuig  her  gently  back,  he  took  up  a 
book,  leaving  Eliza  to  ponder  on  what  he 
had  said,  and  hoping  she  would  correct  a 
forwardness  so  likely  tö  disgust,  or  prac- 
tise  it  on  some  one  eise,  less  frigid  than 
himself. 

Perhaps  Edgar  had  imbibed  the  ccdd*- 
ness  natural  to  his  mother — yet  it  never 

evmced 
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evinced  itself,  but  to  Eliza;  and  to  hei* 
wdfare  lie  was  not  indifferent— he  feit 
far  her  the  cares  of  a  brother,  wished  to 
see  her  act  right,  feit  anxious  for  her  con- 
duct»  and  most  eagerly  h(^d  to  have  her 
manied  to  another. 


CHAPTER  XII 


A  SrUMMONS  to  the  carriage  dissdlved  the 
Ute-ä-tSley  equoUy  irksome  to  either.  Ed- 
gar led  Eliza  forth,  and  they  joined  lady 
Elmar»  whoalready  was  in  the  carriage. 

The  box  was  soon  filled  by  her  lady« 
ship's  satellites  the  moment  she  appeared ; 
and  Edgar  WQuld  gladly  have  made  his 
xetreat  from  the  noisy  society,  cöiüd  a  d^* 

VOL.  I.  G  Cent 
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oent  «seape  i^ve  been  effected^  but  Elka 
kept  so  <^l0se,  heoould  not,  without  rüde- 
aoess»  get  away. 

Vay  shortlybe  peroeived  that  she  quite 
düng  to  bis  arm,  while  ha*  «yes  were 
fixed  on  the  parterre,  and  har  &ße  became 
deadly  pale — "  Eliza !"  cried  Edgar,  "  what 
aus  you? — are  you  unwell?" 

**  Oh  dear !"  she  exdaimed ;  "  'tis  he, 
I  am  sure — ^tell  mamma-^-she  don't  see 
him,  Dear,  dear — ^let  us  begone !"  As 
•sJie  spofce,  she  i^mmk  behind  Edgar,  io 
Inde  frotn  the  view  of  Uie  objeet  of  her 
täitad. 

**  Whem-do  you  fear  ?^  rgdnied  E<^ar; 
**'l  KMfi  iflfomi  W  if  you  will  not  teB — I 
see  ^  ^e  you  ^eed  dread.'' 

•  ^^  k  48  Cr^etfis, I am con^^ced,**  saidfihe; 

^Croftsr 


^i^i9j^)eKim-^a  jNWi«^  s^  .i»er.  «nd 
the  s^4^  pf  .tii^  ^a^iji^^firef^viftmt,    The 

As  ihm  omkgf  üfT^s  gm^  k^  ^e4  A 

G  2  extreme, 
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extreme,  neither  her  mother  nor  Elizä 
spoke,  tili  Edgar,  in  a  stillen  tone,  def- 
manded — **  What  was  the  mystery  ?^ 

"  Dorft  ask  me  any  thing,'*  rejoined  his 
aunt,  **  tili  we  get  home.  A  madman  has 
alarmed  me— let  me  recover— «ly  terror  is 
extreme ;  I  am  ill — ^very  ill  indeed  P* 

Edgar  looked  incredidous,  but  was  silent : 
he  had  seen  no  one  at  all  riotous  m  the 
theatre;  many  had  looked  from  the  par- 
terre to  the  boxes,  but  not  indecorously ; 
the  gay  and  showy  attire  of  his  party  na- 
turaUy  attracted  the  gaze  of  those  bdow ; 
but  it  was  general,  and  not  bold. 

The  moment  the  coach  stopped,  and  her 
ladyship  got  into  the  hotel,  she  gave  Or- 
ders that  no  one  should  be  let  in — ^not 
even  vi^tors  to  the  servants.  Being  in- 
formed  ihe  abb^  was  fix)m  home,  she  pon- 
dered,  then  said— "  That  he  must  be 

challenged. 
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challenged,  and  not  admitted  tili  bis  voice 
was  known." 

Strange  as  these  Orders  appeared»  Edgar 
would  have  gone  back  to  Üie  theatre,  but 
fi>r  the  curiosHy  that  prevailed  over  bim — 
be  entered  tbe  saloon  witb  tbe  ladies,  and 
witb  a  glopmy  brow  took  bis  seat. 

His  aunt  flung  berself  on  a  eoucb,  and 
evinced  every  Symptom  of  dismay,  so 
much  so»  as  to  lead  Eliza  to  go  for  a  cor- 
dxal  ^m  a  closet  in  ber  motber's  room-^ 
a  place  sacred  tokerself  alone.  Tbe  potion 
was  salutary ;  after  a  sound  dose  ber  lady- 
sbip  sdid — **  We  sball  remove  to-morrow, 
— the  abbä  will  settle  cur  aflairs»  and  fol- 
k>w  US  in  our  travels.  By  dayligbt,  my. 
cbildren,"  addressing  Edgar  and  Eliza, 
**  we  must  be  in  the  coach — retire,  both ! 
I  only  wait  to  impart  my  Orders  to  my 

,  G  3  trusty 


ttti^  ffiend,  fiten  I  iSsb  ilHiA  ^k  tes^ 
pose." 

Siß^  fö^  ib  öBey,  Biit  ßdgar  did  fiot 
riiöfe— *•  I  häte  «lyftöjr,*  ftakf  h«»|  *ah* 
shälltiöt  ifiövfe  ffl  I  ktam  %%— I  aiä  not 
8  dfild  fto#;  änd  ain  a*  #örtJiy  6f  cöhfl^ 
dence  as^tlüs  tfuä^JHl^  fm  hpAlt  6f{ 
Wbönl  I  fiäte." 

jinnM  Bis  <H^te^'  **#^^  y&ä  df  aA  age  tö 
actj  df  did  joü  UnoW  Ütö  -^c^ä,  yöw 
sBöUld  Bfe  that  ftiähd.  Ai  It  is,  I  fle^d  tl 
stet^ard'^  9ärt  Öf  i^ojufi  df  busüieäi'^  söHf 
<)f!^jjftj^j)rötetJtt*  to  s^afe  nie  fefih  in* 
sült  ätid  imjJÖsiHttfi.  Sttrely  yOü  üttitJfer- 
fitoid  ihä  ildW,  ähd  inü§l  |)eh>t>iV6  h6c&^ 
flii^  6i>Iig»  liie  tö  ke^t)  ihis  itteth,  alihbugK 
jöur  pr^udioes  blittd  you  ih  ihii  efesä,  iny 
thöd.** 

"Pass 
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'*  Pass  hin  by,**  rejoined  Edgar,  **  why 
these  Orders  ?  what  cause  for  our  flight  ? 
and  who  is  the  being  you  dread,  and  called 
madman  ?** 

**  Oh,  it  is  a  long  story !"  cried  she, 
afiecting  to  burst  into  tears :  ^  I  could 
not  teil  you  now,  dlsordered  as  I  am ;  suf- 
fice  it,  I  onoe  was  a  beauty — ^this  man 
pursued  me,  even  in  madness,  and  al- 
though  I  married,  loved  me  still — ^to  avoid 
bim  we  went  abroad^^-^las !  my  husband 
died ;  and  the  fear  of  this  madman  finding 
me  out  caused  me  to  come  to  France. 
Judge,  then,  after  so  many  years  of  secu* 
rity  here,  M'hat  my  feelings  miist  be  at 
seeing  him  to-night ! — ugly,  Uoated,  mean- 
ly  dressed,  and  yet,  so  much  of  himself  re- 
maining,  I  could  not  mistake  the  man — » 
Spare  me,  Edgar !   you  should  not  have 

G  4  urged 
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urged  this  detail — ^it  harrows  my  soul  f— 
it ^ 

A  violent  scuffle,  and  an  ample  vocife- 
ration  of  English  oaths,  which  proceeded 
from  the  staircase,  brought  tlie  lady.  out 
of  heroicß — she  ran  to  secure  the  room- 
door,  with  great  presence  of  mind;  but  a 
shiriek  from  her  pbor  abbe,  and  a  tm*ible 
plump  on  the  floor,  as  if  som^  oue  had 
dropped  dead,  caused  Edgar  to  rush  out 
instead  .of  fastening  the  door ;  by  which 
predpitate  movement»  the  author  of  the 
confusiön  forced  bimself  iuto  the  presence 
of  the  lady  Elmar. 

Panting,  and  almost  breathless,  she  sank: 
into  a  diair,  while  the  unwelcome  intru- 
der,  with  a  forced  laugh,  said — ^**Betty^ 
you  seem  surprised !  I  dare  say  you  did 
not  expect  me.     Had  you  been  honest, 

and 
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and  kept  your  word,  I  should  not  have 
spent  my  years  in  prison,  whik  you  have 
been  flaunting  away  tfae  lady»  and  enjoy» 
ing  the  spoil  which  I  eamed  you.— Nov, 
are  iK>t  you  a  jade,  I  ask  you — ^tfaat's  all  ? 
Did  you  not  promise  me  halff  as  soon  as 
you  were  landed  in  France  ?  You  cannot 
deny  it,  fbr  I  esai  prove  the  faet;  and 
moreoyer^  our  poor  boy  is  dead,  and  it  is 
your  fault ;  for,  Mrhile  I  was  in  pri$on,  he 
certainly  died  for  want.  Thou  art  a  hyena ! 
you  know  it»  and  dare  not  say  a  wqrdl 
Come,  repent»  I  say,  and  I  may  forgive-^ 
and  live  vnth  you  agmu  in  this  fine  house ; 
for  I  want  a  home.— *I  have  paid  for  my 
sins^^d'ye  see  l  for  no  sooner  got  I  out  of 
Hiy  gaol,  than^  in  my  endeavöur  to  jrejoin 
my  friends,  I  feil  dek;  andt^raüier  than 
starve,  passed  myself .  for  a  descrter,  and 
joined  the  first  party  of  French  maurau- 

o  5  ders 


Htm  thik.  <A\BAe  ih  iaf  '■m^.  Büt  Ad  läal» 
ter  foi-  the  y^t !  I  Wäät  «oliä^  irjüe-,  mA 

I  shäli  teil  yöü  All  Id-Stönrow,  when  I  ^m 

^»fer"  E^fmr  As  well  ^  you  pl&y  th# 
miMit^;  Hobedy  wiil  be  tUe  vr»er^»^ö 
oiätät  the  w(ne  ütid  iKime  tu]^fw  d^ 
i'ecily.'* 

^ägkt  Jbd  si«odd  lisfeming  with  aste^ 
Siishhi^t  tö  Ihis  ämbigikms  i^tofy^fae 
löst  hbt  ä  l^txtci.  M«^  h^  nm  düwn 
ist^ks,  a6  €lt)j^  häd  fdS^ogd  ün  ^enttance; 
and  h»  laäy^hip  mx  mutdly  brewing  hoW 
)sh^  66iild  t>fOve  him  ä  ffiMiiac»  loid  get  bim 
tCf 0^6)  üonfined  fdr  Hffe  tA  tonie  pns*n. 

Iifi  this  «holt  ]^uise$  the  sotttid  of  uHmy 
leet  Was  heftfd  m.  Ihä  l»tai»si  and  m  kalf  « 
«eoond  £)Iiza  a^peäi^,  hl^adin^g  fiix  gem 
«fttriÄeip,  perfectly  aötoUtt^dw-^fefee  p^klted 
tö  i^e  üpjml^efitly  d^  tibb^,  then  4di  tftr«» 

to 
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4io  the  supposed  audior  of  ihe  deed,  wfaom, 
in  spite  of  stniggles,  kicks,  and  exeenir 
tions,  they  secured,  and  happily  bore 
away  to  some  cachot  or  dungeon  for  the 
night 

No  sooner  was  Crofts  gmie,  tban  müady 
feil  on  her  daughter's.  neck,  and  actually 
Wept  akHid  at  her  unexpected  deliver- 
iaiice. 

With  sullen  silence,  Edgar  beheld  the 
predous  pair;  when  tlie  abb^  raised  his 
head,  exdaiming,  in  French-^ß^  Weep  not, 
my  dear  lady ,  I  am  not  dead  T 

Whatever  tendemess  the  lady  had  for 
the  abb^,  she  c^rtainly  did  not  at  that 
moment  weep  for  him,  or  even  gire  a 
thougfat  to  his  situation~«elf  had  been 
always  her  first  object ;  axid  to  have  been 
so  miraculously  delivered  6om  tbe  power 

G  6  of 
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öf  Crofts,  without  making  terms  withhim, 
(by  fuIfiUing  the  Convention  made  in  Por- 
tugal, to  sharc  the  pillage  of  their  fraud) 
rcndered  her  so  happy  as  to  shed  tears  <^ 
joy  over  the  author  of  her  triumph. 

Instead  of  that  compassion  the  abb^  ex- 
pected,  her  ladyship  replied — ^^  You  de- 
serve  whät  you  have  met ;  fbr  it  was  with 
you  that  madman  came  in— did  he  bribe 
you  to  betray  ypur  benefactress  ?" 

/Stung  by  an  unjust  reproach,  he  very 
haughtily  came.  up  to  lier,  and,  with  a 
threat  that  he  wasr  not  her  slave,  but  the 
free  agent  of  her  plea^ures»  he  dedared— r 
**  He  had  never  seen  the  assailant,  \mti\ 
ön  opening  the  hotel  gate,  he  found  a 
jrnan  forcing  an  entrance  ^nto  the  court 
with  him,  whom  he  had  endeavoured  to 
tiirust  backj  in  which  attempt   he,  the 

abhJ, 


THE  DE8EKT£E.  1S8 

vhh^  had  been  aided  by  the  servants; 
but  the  stranger  had  proved  too  powerful 
for  them  all.*' 

A  sudden  start  from  Edgar,  who  seem- 
ed  to  wake  from  a  reverie,  akrmed  the 
abbe. 

"  Who  are  you,  madam  ?"  eried  Edgar ; 
•*  what  are  you  ?  Certain  I  am  you  are 
not  wliat  you  seera.  Leave  the  room^ 
wretch  T  addressing  the  zhh6,  at  that  mo- 
ment  under  Eliza's  band/ and  who  wa&. 
anointing  bis  head  with  her  eau  de  Co- 
logne ;  "  Begone,  I  say  !'*  repeated  Edgar^ 
"  or  I  go— for  ever!" 

A  sluiek,  and  a  convenient  swoon» 
dosed  her  ladyship's  eyes ;  and  the  nim- 
ble  Eliza  caused  her  mother  to  be  convey- 
ed  to  bed  directly,  and  administere4  to 
her  a  double  dose  of  the  cordial  she  kneir 
she  was  so  fond  o£ 

•  .  ....  •  -  V 

Eliza 
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Eliza  feit  na  wish  to  rgcMH  Edgar,  as 
she  was*conscious  her  finesse  did  not  equal 
her  mother's — she  dreaded  that  his  ques- 
tions  ttiight  surprise  her  into  the  tnith ; 
she  therefbre,  in  compassion  to  the  un- 
lucky  abb^,  stole  softly  to  his  room,  and 
renewed  her  attentions  to  his  wounds  and 
bruises,  whicli  employ ment  nearly  lasted 
tili  daylight. 

Edgar  spent  the  night  in  disagreeable 
conjectures^-at  one  moment  determined 
to  abandoii  such  connexions— at  anöther 
moment  desiring  to  aseertain  thef  truth 
from  the  mouth  of  lady  Elmar.  Faint 
traces  of  former  events  led  him  to  fancy 
she  was  an  impostor;  yet  her  indulgence, 
and  the  promise  of  her  ftMiune,  and  the 
love  she  evinced  Bm*  him,  in  yielding  to 
his  humours  and  whims,  niade  him  reject 
an  id€ia,  which  he  feit  ashamed  to  have 

conceived. 
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ceticeiTed«  Thu^  iivdoubts^  Edgar  passed 
tlie  tiigfat^  tiH,  hanrned  and  fatigued,  sleep 
ovcxeHme  him  totvards  the  momiug ;  and 
his  youth  ensuired  .that  sound  and  heavy 
tepoKi  wfaidi  i»  not  easily  to  be  awakened. 
Towatdfi  noon,  the  dries  of  the  women 
iroused  Edgtus^he  started  up,  and  wrap- 
piiig  hi]il$elf  in  his  gQwn>  flew  like  a  dart 
tüward  the  sounds^-^Armed  men  appear- 
ed  to  sunroimd  EHfla  and  her  mother,  who 
were  on  their  kn^s,  supplicating  that  the 
afab^  might  be  eaUed  to  defend  and  ex- 
plmn  their  cause— the  servants  were  run«- 
mng  eVery  way,  but  no  abb^  could  be 
found. 

Edgar  loudly  demanded  what  all  this 
meaHt?  when  öne  of  the  police,  with  a 
iHieer,  answered— "  You  are  a  tall  fejlow — 
yöu  tüce  natned  &x  the  cotiscription' — put 
on  your  dcHhi^,  and  foUow  me !" 

"  Shew 
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^  She w  your  mandate,"  said  JEdgar ; 
^*  and  prove  that  you  are  not  robbers,  who 
fiighten  these  ladies,  while  those  below 
rob  tlie  house  by  these  ptetences.** 

An  arrestation  properly  signed  was  im^ 
mediately  produced,  sigiüfying — **  that 
lady  Elmar  corresponded  with  the  exiled 
princes,  and  \va*  a  spy  upon  the  State; 
and  that  she  would  be  imprisoned  witb 
her  suite,  until  she  could  disprove  the 
charges.'' 

Edgar  gave  little  credit  to  the  ordere 
believing  it  to  be  a  forged  one :  he  coni- 
soled  bis  aunt»  by  an  assurance  that  the 
whole  was  a  triek,  and  that  robbery  wa« 
the  object  aimed  at.  With  a  firm  voiee 
he  began  to  argue  with  the  assailants^ 
asking  them  what  sum  would  content 
them,  that  the  ladies  miglit  retire.  Not  a 
servant  was  to  be  seen  by  this  time ;  sauve 

qui 
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fui  peut  was  the  word.  Edgar  remmned 
the  only  Opponent  to  a  band  of  armed 
men,  who  stood  laughing  in  his  face,  as 
he  argued  the  point  with  them. 

^'  Come,  cpme,  enoügh  of  thisT  said 
one  of  them;  '^put  your  dotheson,  unless 
you  choose  to  be  marched  off  without 
them.  Time  wears — I  want  my  dinner:^ 
dispateh,  I  say !  no  parleying,  parbleu  /i— 
Look  at  the  great  seal !  It  is  the  minis- 
ter's  of  tlie  police— who  dares  to  resist  hia^ 
Orders?^ 

"  Alas^alas!  we  are  undoneT  cried  lady 
Elmar,  looking  at  the  seal :  V  Gentle- 
men!  good  gentlemen!  sweet  gentle- 
men !  gnmt  me  one  quarter  of  an  hour !  I 
am  innocent  of  the  charge — ^indeed  I  am  1 
only  suffer  me  to  seal  my  papers,  and  my 
je  weis,  and  I  will  attend  your  pleasure, 
^ure  as  I  am  of  Coming  back  to  this  hotel 

in 
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in  spite  of  maKce:  that  madman — thsA 
deseiter  seeks  my  niin — I  see  his  plan  in 
my  arrest  teo  plainly," 

"  Ba,  bar  cried  thje  man;  *♦  march  be- 
fbre  US !  We  sball  take  care  of  every 
tbing:  wkert  youget  out  (f  prison^  make 
your  detnands  on  us-^we  are  all  honour- 
äbh  men*— so  your  arm,  lady ;  or  will  you 
march  by  yourself  ?'* 

Wif  h  bitter  wailings  and  lamentations 
the  twö  wotnen  were  morched  o£P;  wbUe 
l^dgar,  very  obstreporously,  was  forced 
tbroügh  l^  lanes  to  a  receptade  for  the 
coni3cripfcS;  where,  surrounded  by  high 
walk,  they  put  fetters  on  his  legs,  and  left 
him  to  reconcile  his  fate  as  well  as  he  was 
able. ' 

His  indignant  spirit  for  some  days  ill 
teooked  this  Situation :  he  required  imple- 
ments  for  writirtg ;  but  such  things  were 

not 
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not  p^^üiif f0d^  t^e  mäf  beU^tre :  tri»  doom 
Was  ßiL^*—h^  döw,  töd  Mtf  that  no  alter- 
ni^vfe  «ouM  avail  hifn ;  tod  miBM  ^leiic6^ 
dti  hk  b^  Of  m»w,  Mrred  kstead  of  de- 
clätüsBoii  to  prote  the   hoa'roM  of  bid 

eridäavotiif^  to  rot»«  Edgars  one  spoke 
(^  the  mistrei»i»  of  lAi  be&i%  ftoiti  whom 
b^  )^d  b«ten  t&m  olt  the  #ve  0f  tnarrkg»  j 
ahoüier  Iifld  b«6li  fb^i^  ä^^  fidm  a  Uind 
]i&^^t>  df  t^boiif^  lie  wa*  tb«  Iii£(t  röaowce; 
sT  flni^d,  fbufthi  töid  iil  1^01%  tr^tf  one  of 
ärasd  ferced  co»teHt>t^  had  hiy»  tale  of 
ifMngi  iö  teil,  lädi^  deep  tbaii  that  df  (mr 

«  What  have  IC  tö  tegm  T  thought  Ed- 
gär  5  *•  Ä  Ilfe  öf  indolence  and  luxury 
yiölded  tö  ttie  ttö  tolid  joyd— -I  was  ün* 
ljftpj>y-^l  höd  ho  cönlldence  in  öfiy  i-ela- 

tives. 
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tives,  and  was  betrothed  to  a  girl  without 
primdple  or  modesty — every  hour  in- 
creased  my  disgust,  tili  at  length  I  be- 
lieved  I  was  the  dupe  of  imposition  to  the 
vilest  of  their  »ex.  Why  should  I  grieve  ? 
yet  a  smaÜ  tribute  of  regret  mu8t,  and 
ought  to  be  due  to  those  who  brought  nie 
up  so  tenderly— -Poor  wretched  aunt! 
too  fond  affecticmate  Eliza!  Of  the. 
Charge  alleged»  neither  could  have  been 
guilty-^immersed  in  sensual  ^oyments,. 
tilie  weal  of  nations»  or  the  fate  of  kings». 
never  could  occupy  your  senses,  or  engross 
your  Tolatile  imaginations.  But  they  are 
free,  perhaps,  at  this  very  moment:  the 
Charge  must  be  proved  false ;  /and  no  doubfe 
the  madman  or  the  villain  Crofts  has  proved 
to  be  the  accuser,  and  author  of  our  suffer- 
ings.  I  forgive  him,  in  this  case,  for  my 
Single  seif;  for  I  am  now  independent  of 

those 
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tiiose  I  never  could  esteeiirii  and  freed  from 
a  marriage  that  sickened  my  senses  in  its 
bare  contemplation.  I  am  free — I  am  a 
soldier ! — well,  in  whatever  State  fate  shall 
place  me,  I  will  remember  there  is  no 
condition  so  humble,  but  rectitude  may 
shine  through  its  obscurity,  and  create 
esteem  for  itself." 

From  that  hoiir  Edgar  appeared  con- 
tent ;  and  in  a  few  days,  he  ^d  bis  asso- 
dates  were  marched  to  Flanders,  to  join 
the  army  destined  to  assail  and  subdue 
Frussia. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XHI. 


Paii^y  4id  Edgar  feel  tmwe  oneomcildd  to 
«a  stötwe  f>i»!^sfido».  At  first  be  suffencd 
on  bis  march,  by  blisteied  feet  .and  ibad 
•diet ;  inst  ifk^ii  gvuusds  iwt^e  iEi0t  sw  isaisage 
1M  Üiey  expectod,  suid  put  «tbose  ^on  4xwt8 
th^t  «ouäd  «lot  walk. 

A  4ti0u^t  <if  hoBae,  and  «ddsbce  to4cnow 
the  fate  of  those  called  relatives,  offben  ob- 
truded  on  Edgar^s  mind ;  but,  tili  he  reacb- 
ed  Lisle,  be  could  not  write ;  and  then, 
wben  be  was  incorporated,  and  could  profit 
by  an  bour  of  leisure,  eitber  the  letters 
were  suppressed,  or  never  reached  beyond 
the  gaoWs  band  of  bis  impisoned  friends. 

Amongst  bis  companions^  Edgar  found 

a  few 
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u  few  that  were  iteither  profligate  nor  vile 
— ^to  those  he  kept  as  mudi  as  possU^ 

although  not  one  had  ever  been  bom  a 
gentkman^  or  bad  t)enejfited  fixmi  an  ^i- 
lightened  mind. 

Constant  dumge,  4iard'^fetigbt  %atäes, 
imdaisingulaf  Ibravery,  g»ve  Edlgar  €»o»^ 
<ef  «mployfnent.  Experi^ice  taught  him 
B  thopeugfa  knowiedge  of  taetics ;  this  ^dtd 
fiot  paaaaki  «tnoibeen^-^his  condnct  was 

reported  to  his  oolcmd,  and  he  w^  pK^no 
led,  on  .^le  ifield,  to  be  8ulii.li€ttte]in9!t. 

His  new  dress,  on  lus  ppomoüon,  was 
faigfaly  Veooming  to  i»m,  «nd  ^m  rbekig 
m)W  cft^i  Seen,  i^hen  bis  regkaent  was 
stationary,  tbe  ladies  4ist]Dgttiäied  liim 
^m  the  ^s^moFs  «of  %m  oeqw.  iEdgar 
ifrasfKytiitK>vieeinga]!an<^;  ^efciril  aeen 
too  ffludi  of  it  in  %iis  arnit,  *o  t^quire  «- 

srtniction  tA  1*re  snbject;  the  numied  lä- 
* '     .  dies. 
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^ies,  in  particular,  sirigled  him  oiit,  for  liis 
rank  was  an  objection  to  most  single  la.^ 
dies  of  the  German  courts.  Neither  were 
bis  connexions  what  he  dared  to  boast  oi^ 
as,  at  best,  he  eonsidered  them  as  very 
equivocal;  but  as  marriage  was  not  yet 
Edgar's  object,  he  sufiered  no  humiliation 
from  the  reserve  cf  the  ywng  kdies, 
which  was  amply  recompensed  by  the 
more  mature  matrons,  who  contended  for 
his  attentions,  wherever  he  was  met. 

Edgar's  heart  remained  untouched  for 
nearly  four  years,  duiing  which  period  he 
:  had  marched  and  counter-marahed  through 
a  great  pärt  of  Glermany,  and  conquered 
nobly  in  love  and  war.  He  was  now  a 
-captam ;  and^  being  gifted  with  natura  ele- 
gance»  improyed  by  good  c^mpany^  he  was 
söught  for  by  the  nobility  of  the  German 

oourts;  and,  while  he  was  quartered  at 

« 

Stutgard, 
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Stutgard,  was  ever  in  request — and  was  re- 
ceived  at  the  oourt  of  its  English  queen* 
who  particulariy  delighted  to  refiesh  her 
mind  in  hex  naüve  tongu^  by  desiring 
Edgar  to  oonverse  in  it.  He  was  perfect 
master  of  three  languages»  the  English, 
French,  and  German,  but  the  first  he  pre- 
ferred,  as  most  natural  to  him ;  and  it  was 
always  spoken  when  his  fi^mily  were  at 
home,  in  private  cenversations. 

The  notice  of  the  queen  gave  Edgar 
such  eelat,  that  the  old  count  Klebstoff, , 
one  of  the  first  nobles,  invited  him  to  his . 
palace,  a  mile  out  of  town.  Qn  the  ap« 
pointed  day,  Edgar,  in  fuU  dress,  repaured 
to  tilie  place,  but,  in  his  road,  saw  a  sight 
of  distress :  it  was  a  chariot,  the  coachman 
of  which  had,  eitbar  from  the  e£fect  of  a  fit, 
or  an  excess  of  inebriety,  faUen  from  the 
box,  and  the  horses,  having  no  guidanc«» 

TOL.  I.  H  were 
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were  drawing  towaxtls  a  quany,  at  a  very 
small  distanee. 

Edgar  saw,  and  dreaded  tlie  danger ;  lie 
jumped,  at  all  hazard,  from  his  vehicle,  and 
faeaded  Öie  horscs,  as  they  8tra3red  away,"* 
Having  stopped  them,  !ie  mounted  the 
box,  with  their  reins  in  his  band,  to  go-, 
vem  them.  Finding  tbem  tractable,  he 
looked  round  into  the  qhariot,  and  saw  a 
y oung  kdy,  of  abont  seventeen,  pale  as 
m^ble,  but  of  beauty  beyond  idea ;  she 
stretched  out  her  arms,  in  thanks,  as  she 
beut  toward  Edgar,  and  her  eyes  met  his, 
as  if  impdled  with  the  same  feeling.  The 
grateful  sentiment  that  added  beauty  to 
beauty  in  her  lovely  face,  soon  decked  it 
with  a  vivid  bloom  ^  and  Edgar  feit,  for 
the  first  time,  a  sentiment  so  new,  so  irre- 

i 

sistible,  that  fixed  bis  every  thought  to 
the  one  objeet  before  him^ 

The 
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The  Iftdy's  voice  soon  recalied  him ;  she 
perceived  her  footitian  retuming  from  a 
messagc  he  had  been  sent  xm,  a  litüe  way^ 
fiom  the  road,  prevlous  to  the  acddent — 
**  Bemard,"  eried  she,  ^*  relieve  this  noble 
stranger  from  his  unpleasant  task — ^you 
can  drive  me  home.  Ettienne  is  safe,  I 
see;  but  I  dare  not  trust  him  to  mount 
the  box  agauL**  Turning  then  to  Edgar» 
she  conthiiued — ^**  My  heart  b  grateful, 
sur ;  indeed  it  is !  But  for  you,  whose  time- 
ly  aid  preserved  me,  I  should,  at  this  mo- 

ment T  she  shuddered,  and  could  say 

no  more.  But  Edgar,  intimidated  with 
what  had  Struck  him  as  a  dismissal,  sprang 
from  the  box,  and  resigning  the  reins  to 
the  servant,  bowed  low,  and,  with  a  mor- 
t^ed  air,  walked  moumfully  back  to  his 
carriage,  and  was  driven  on  speedily,  to 

HS  i^ake 
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make  up  for  the  delay  the  accidenthad  oc- 
casioned. 

When  he  was  rolling  ovar  the  great 
drawbridge,  Edgar  feit  that  he  was  awake, 
and  that  no  illusic»i  had  deceived  him. 
The  angel  he  had  rescued  had  disappeared^ 
but  her  idea  was  before  him»  in  spite  of 

# 

the  crowded  courts  pf  the  count's  casüe^ 
filled  with  the  splendid  retinue  of  the  mas-^ 
ter;  who  vied  even  with  the  priitoe  in  ex- 
temal  grandeur, 

The  fair  unknown  kept  her  Station  in 
Edgai^s  mind  tili  he  was  ushered  into  Üie 
saloon ;  there  the  poUteness  of  the  old 
count»  and  a  general  introduction  to  a 
l^ge  drde,  for  a  time  shut  out  the  un« 
known ;  and  Edgar  joined  in  those  topics 
tbat  usually  take  place^  bdlf^uo-hour  befoie 
diiiner. 

The 
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The  coant  .talked  nwch  with  the  ladies 
assembled,  with  peculiar  inteiest  Edgar 
keard  him  si^-^**  My  wife  has  be^i  de- 
hyed — but  you  will  soon  see  her." 

''  Ahr  thought  Edgar, ''  the  repast  i« 
put  back  for  the  stiff  pomposity  oi  this 
Wiinkled  old  coüntess,  wfao  is»  in  every 
way,  the  reverse  of  my  beauteous  iin- 
knowrir 

*  Occu{»ed  again  by  the  late  adventure» 
and  lost  in  thought,  the  door  opened,  and 
the  old  count  ^'hobbled,  with  every  exer- 
ü&n^  to  n^et  ^is  wife  as  $he  entered. 
]Bdgär  Started  attKsightof  the  countess — 
he  feit  as  if  he  Was/Ilirtiing  into  stone— * 
he  rubbed  his  eyes — he  gasped  for  respi- 
ration — ^then  retreated  behind  the  crowd — 
wiped  the  dew  that  anguish  raised  over 
his  ferebead,  and  stifled  a  groan/^hich  he 

H  3  could 
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f>ould  not  süppress,  by  affecting  a  TOujgh 
that  nearly  choked  him.  ' 

A  geiitleman  near  looked  round  at  Ed^ 
gar — "  Sir,'*  said  he,  *'  you  want  assistance 
— ^your  vdns  are  bursting  f  Let  me  lead 
ydu  out*" 

"  A  bit  of  geranium  is  in  my  throgt,'* 
cried  Edgar,  seizing  thi?^  occasion  to  get 
out.  He  tlien,  with  bis  handkercbief,  ap. 
peared  to  stop  the  cough,  and  retired  to 
the  corridor,  to  recover  bis  composure^ 
Half  detennined  ta  go  home,  and  give 
way  to  despair,  these  wordis  escaped  bim-— 
"  That  angel  l  that  only  being  I  could  ever 
love!  that  brigbt  meteor  that  dropped 
from  heaven  solely  to  beguüe  me,  is  the 
wife  o£ the  count !" 

At  this  instant  the  count  appeaied,  and 
Coming  to ,  Edgar,  with  deep  interest  hö 

said — 
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md-^^*  My  mort  dear  Mend»  Amelia  ha» 
told  US  alH  What,  what  do  I  not  owe 
you  ! — I  can  never  repay  it !  Suffer  an 
cid  man  to  embrace  you,  and  caH  you 
Mnsman — ^firiend — ^pteserver  of  my  wife  t 
Oh !  I  cannot  speak  my  feeüngs !  Come^ 
come,  and  let  her  thank  you,  for  I  am 
poor,  even  in  words,  to  utter  what  I  feel  !'** 

**  Wife,  my  lord!"  rejoined  Edgar  r 
**  was  it  your  countess  that  I — I —  ? — Oh 
no,  I  did  nothing — I  deserve  no  thanks— 
no  ppaise,  my  lord — accid^nt— common 

humanity allow  me  to  retire — I  cannot 

stand  eulogiums  so  undeserved,'' 

Edgar  strove  to  get  away ;  but  the 
count  took  Ms  arm,  and  gently  urged  him 
back  to  the  saloon,  where,.  as  he  entered, 
the  beaverdy  sniile  of  the  countess  beamed 
füll  into  his  eyes.  Those  rays  of  gratitude 
were  answered  by  a  look  so  sad,  so  soft,  so 

H  4  eloquent^. 
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eloquent,  that  AmeKa  fMoribied  as  be  ad- 
vanced^  and  teäreä  tö  Ümrt  ber  voice  ta 
address  him;  when  the  ooont  lefieved  her 
by  saying — ^  Don't  oppress  him  with 
thanks;  my  Amelia ;  be  Imows  aiir 
thoughts.  True  merit  is  both  pioud  and 
bumble — ^proud  to  de  goodt  yet  teo  hum* 
ble  to  a;^reciate  its  own  virtues." 

Dinner  being  smnounoed,  seeraed  a  great 
relief  to  Edgar;  and  he  pr^nted  bia 
band  to  the  timid  countess,  who  knew 
not  why,  or  wbat  she  feared,  or  how  to 
^estion  her  own  fedings;  half  angry 
With\bersd[f,  dae  made  one  great  eflfort 
She  was  no  sooner  seated^  than  she  rallied 
her  spirits,  and,  direetmg  her  attentions 
generally,  enlivened  her  gnests.  Edgar, 
in  some  way,  became  agreealde  by  her  ex- 
^mpie,  ahhough  a  secret  sorrow  cmoded 
*  his  thoughts. 

The 
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The  oount  prescribed  no  bounds  to  tbe 

•  exdusiye  notice  he  bestowed  on  his  young 

friend ;  and,  as  the  eveiiiug  ended  in  a  ball» 

gave  to  Edgar  tbe  loveiy  oountess  as  a 

partner  in  the  waltz. 

Weis  Edgar  happy  by  so  sweet  a  boon  ? 
If  he  was  for  v  moment  intoxicated  by 
Miss — ^if  he  dasped  Am^a  in  bis  anns— ?* 
if  he  inhaled  her  Tioiet  bieätb,  in  dose 
.pröximity-— if  his  eyes  sought  a  responsive 
glanee  in  bers-^,  all  vanished,  as  he  per- 
ceived  those  eyes  bent  on  the  ground»  and 
a  grave  and  hallowed  look  spread  over  her 
face«  That  very  look  appeared  to  rivet 
Edgaifs  ehains :  he  feh  that  lave  was  poor 
^bis  rose  to  adoratioä ;  it  was  too  power* 
ful  for  a  seene  of  leyelry. 

No  sooner  had  the  waltz  ended/  than 
Edgiff  left  the  room,  and^  foargetting  his 
carriage  was  in  the  oourt,  he  never  stopped 

H  6  until 
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until  he  found  himself  in  bis  own  i 
ber.  Throwing  his  sabre  and  pluinc 
aside,  he  sunk  on  a  coucb,  in  bitter 
spection.  Every  idea  was  .possesse 
the  events  of  one  day ;  that  day  se 
worth  his  whcjle  life;.  and  yet  it 
fraught  with  regret  and  disappointi 
The  refined  feelings  of  a  noble  mihd 
red  eveiy  itilet  to  hope — ^Amelia  was 
ried ;  tlüs^  eertainty  was  Edgar's  torn 
He  strove  to  aiüaken  his  spirit  of  intrij 
bahit,  in  the  Gennan  courts,  appeare< 
sanctkm  gallantry — he  shuddered;  o 
he  mingle  the  pure  name  of  Amelia  i 
the  idea  ofunhallowedgratificatioa?  ] 
fane  amalgamation !  disgusting  thoug 
Starting  irom  the  couch^  he  traversed 
Chamber,  unhappy  and  perplexed,  w] 
a  &int  glearh  of  hope  gave  a  distant  raj 
consolation ;  the  count  was  near  sevei 

— af 
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few  ye«*s,  and  Amelia  would  befreed 

■ 

from  those  bonds  wUch  ought  to  be  held, 
sacred — "  Where  may  I  be  at  that  junc- 
ture  ?"  Said  Edgar ;  "  am  I  not  a  söldier  ? 
What  can'  I  boast  of  to  justify  presump* 
tion  ?  so  naucb  inferior  am  I,  every  way,. 
to  her,  how  dare  my  hopes  pretend  to 
soas  sa  higlr?    Alas  h  I  must  forget  her ; 

jßt^ in  the  attempt»!  shall  forget  myselC 
Sleep  had  no-  power  over  .Edgar;  he 
passed  the  night  amidst  the  wanderings  or 
bis  mind,  nor,  tili  the  entrance  of  bis  ser- 
vant  to  announce  a  field-day^  was  he  aware 
thal  he  was  in  fuU-dress,  as  if  he  was  going, 
to  pay  bis  court  to  majesty.  In  the  ut- 
most  haste,,  he  changed  his  habilimentSy 
and  hurried  to  the  parade. 

Not  even  there  was  Ameüa  fprgotten  t 
Edgar  manoeuvred,  like  ^an  automaton,^ 
by  mechanism ;  bu^t  his  ideas,  uncoutrolU 

H  6  able^ 


156  THE  BESERTER. 

I 

aWe,  flew  to  Amelia,  resting  or  dwelling 
cm  their  new/o^nd  faome. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Edgak's  professional  duties  being  over, 
he  was  on  his  retum,  when  he  perceived 
one  in  the  Klobstoff  Uvery,  leading  a 
horse  of  süperb  size  and  figure.  The 
looks  of  the  groom  were  bent  on  Edgar ; 
and,  as  the  regiment  passed  to  the  parade 
to  be  dismissed,  he  tumed  and  followed, 
^s  they  marched  on,  tili  the  command  to 
•*  disperse,**  allowed  him  to  approach  Ed- 
gar, and  deliver  a  note. 
V  Impatiently  it  was  tom  open,  and,  to 
his  inexpressible  surpiise,  our  hero  saw  the 
repeated  acknowledgments  of  the  count, 

and 
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and  a  pressing  request  that  he  would  ac- 
cept  of  the  horse,  which  the  oount  found 
too  sprightly  and  vigorous  for  his  own  use» 
and  better  suited  to  the  age  and  powers  of 
captain  St.  Valeria 

It  is  well  known  that  Edgar  despised 
the  name  of  '^  Smith ;"  and  feelüig  assured 
it  was  not  really  his  own,  he,  as  soon  as  he 
entered  the  army,  adopted  the  sumame  of 

St.  Valerie,  as  a  sound  that  better  pleased 
his  ear,  and  more  likely  to  belong  to  a  gen« 
tleman. 

Edgar  beeame  extreiiiely  agitated  un* 
der  this  Obligation ;  he-wrote  a  dozen  notes 
before  one  could  please  him.  To  receive 
a  sort  of  recompence  for  bis  adroitness  in 
the  rescue  of  the  countess  seemed  an  af- 
front  to  his  JTeelings;  yet,  to  retum  the 
horse,  and  not  aocept  the  present,  would  be 
an  insult  to  the  well-meant  gaierosity  of 

count 
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eount  £3obstoff,  and  insinuate  a  spirit  tod 
proud  to  be  obliged. 

After  various  essays;  a  billet  was  com- 
pleted ;  and  five  ducats  put  into  the 
groom's  band,  as  a  coippllment  to  bim., 
The  horse  was  placed  at  the  best  Stahles, 
md  vifiited  twice  a-day  by  its  neW  mas-^ 
ter,  and  had  no  reason  to  regret  the 
change; 

The  next  day  Edgar  knew  he  ought  to* 
wait  on  the  count,  as  a  point  of  etiquette  -; 
but  he  so  much  dreaded  the  effect  of  an-- 
Ofther  Visit  to  the  charaiing  countess,  that^ 
with  the  most  painful  forbearanee,  he  kept 
away,  exchanging  bis  duty  with  a  friend^ 
to  have  an  excasefor  neglecting  the  usuaL 
fbrms  of  common  politeness^ 

Edgar  had  taken  the  guard  at  the  pa^ 
kce;  and,  as  captain  (after  the  princes  and 
aaibassadors  had  passed  in,  on  court-days), 

be 
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he  also  ehtered  the  cirde,  to  compliment 
the  queen,  and  converse  with  her  in  Eng- 
üsh.    . 

As  Edgar  approached,  he  saw  the  coun^ 
tes&  dose  hy  ha  majesty^  His  eyes  were 
arrested,  for  a  mmute,  tili  the  deep  dye 
that  sufiiised  her  neck  and  face  made  hin^ 
eonsdous  he  ought  to  withdiaw  them  for 
her  sake. 

So  near  was  he  to  the  c^ueen,  that  it  was. 
neoessary  to  say  something,  but  such  was 
the  coufusion  of  his  thoughts,  that,  instead 
of  addcessing»  in  proper  form»  *^  hec  majes* 
ty,"  he  called  her  "  countess,"  and,  in  trem» 
bling  Yoice,^  hoped  she  was  well,  but  could 
get  no  further. 

Gonscious  of  his  blander,  he  was  ready 
to  sink.  He  now  only  feit  his  *  Situation ; 
he  was  the  object  of  the  whole  circle :.  hi^ 
Kps   trembled— no  apology  could  avail 

hinn 
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Wm,  nor  any  excuse  be  offered.  To  sii 
into  the  earth  was  nöw  Edgar's  wis 
when  the  voice  of  the  queen  brought  hi 
relief. 

"  Open  a  wihdow,  hiy  good  fnen< 
cried  she ;  **  we  shaQ  all  fidnt  with  this  e 
toeme  heat." 

Edgar  flew  to  execute  sa  welcome 
command,  and,  in  its  execution,  raDied  1 
ispirits,  and  gradually  resumed  his  sc 
control;  büt  he  feil  into  the  ciide,  a 
mixing  with  the  crowd,  endeavoured 
Gast  off  the  remains  of  his  embarrassme 
Still  be  r^collected  that  he  mn^t  speak 
the  oountess— he  ootild  not  quit  the  p 
sence  without  paying  her  that  homage, 
justly  her  due :  why  was  she  so  eviden 
disturbed  ät  si^t  of  him  ?  wbat  could 
tnean? 

Edgar  checked  the  deligfatful  impu 

,    tl 
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that  assuled  him-*-*Iie  dared  not  enooura^ 
it;  but  these  suggettions  were  üMieiTupted 
at  sight  of  the  count^  who,  hy  a  private 
door»  had  the  privU^ge  to  enter  the  palaoe 
whenever  he  chose,  and  by  which  his  ooun* 
tess  had  entered  before  him. 

After  the  usnal  ceremonies  to  the  king 
and  queen,  the  count  pereeived  Edgar, 
who  most  eagerly  advanced  to  sahite  him. 
The  manner  m  which  this  salute  was  re^ 
ceived  shewed  every  one  the  estimatkin 
Edgar  stoodin ;  and  while  the  young  man 
with  gratitude  woald  have  recurred  tatibe 
pjresent  ef  the  horse,  the  connt»  drawing  him 
faefaind  ftom  the  ^phce  where  tfaey  stood,. 
led  Edgar  towards  the  countess»  faidding 
her  not  forget  her  fortunate  deliveter. 

With  a  calm  and  sweet  smile  (probably 
the  re^t  of  some  minntes'  reflection),  she 
replied«^^^^  I  have  ä  äouble  demand  on  my 

gratitude : 
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gratitude :  the  first  is  to  captain  St  Vi 

rie,  for  saving  my  life,  at  the  hazard  of 

own ;  the  second  is  to  my  husband,  för 

Talue  he  sets  on  my.  existence.    I  trus 

am  truly  sensible  of  what  I  (yme  to  bot! 

> 
you." 

The  count*s  eyes  gKstened ;  but  Ed 
feit  a  cold  ehiU  run  thröugh  his  veins— 
eyes  sank  on  the  ground,  ^and  a  low  l: 
was  his  ohly  ans  wer.  On  pretext  of 
tending  to  his  guard,.  he  immediätely 
Ae '  Toom,  •  retiring  to  the  güard  cham1 
tili  his  duty^again  called  hin»  forth. 

Scarce  had  the  Company  dispersed, 
fore  a  page  brought  a  message  from 
queen  ;  Edgar  was  invited  taher  priA 
assembly  that  night.  To  decline  sucli 
honour  was  not  possiUe ;  and  although 
eountess  Klobstoff  miglü  be  of  the.pa 
he,  it  was.  not  Ukely».  should  be  selectec 

I 
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pky  at  her  table,  when  so  many  nobles 
would  contend  for  such  a  daim. 

The  hours  that  intervened  before  that 
of  the  assembly,  Edgar  spent  m  lecturing 
his  mind.  He  found  it  very  rebelHous, 
and  little  disposed  to  attend  to  those  sug« 
gestions  honour  and  rectitude  inipelled. 
Vanity,  onr  insidioas  fo^,  inamuated  to  his 
mind,  that  Amelia's  agitation,  her  burning 
bhishes,  and  even  her  studied  reply,  were 
the  result  of  a  struggle  bordering  on  his 
own — "  And  does  she  struggle  T  thought 
Edgar ;  "  and  could  I  essay  to  under- 
mine  ?  Do  I  not  worshtp  that  chaste  em« 
blem  of  purity — ^is  it  not  the  source  of  all 
my  love  ?  Curse  on  that  passion  that  could 
stain  or  spoH  the  fairest  gern  of  soft  crea- 
tion !  Yes,  I  will  love  her !  but  it  shall  be 
with  suchaholy  zeal  as.angels  taste  of 

mthe  realms  aboverv 

With 
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With  a  romantic  enthusiasm  did  Edgar 
maintain  his  pure  design»  fendiig  in  hin 
passion  with  raiuparts.  of  adamaot»  before 
he  entered  the  saloon.  Whether  the  eye» 
of  Amelia  might  faave  dissolved  the  bar« 
rier  is  as  yet  lyiknovm,  for  she  did  not  ^p-^ 
pear  in  the  queen's  room,  nor  was  any 
mention  made  of  her  through  that  night, 
which  Edgar  was  as  glad  to  get  rid  of  as 
he  had  before  been  to  protract  every  mo- 
ttient  of  its  length,  suppo»ng  Amefia  would 
have  irradiated  the  party . 
>  Edgar  slept  little,  and  feit  tnortified. 
He  knew  he  ought  to  present  himi^lf  at 
tiie  eount's,  on  a  morning  visit ;  but  a  sort 
of  shyness  came  over  him — a  dread  of  a 
cold  recepticm — a  fear  of  seeing  one  coun- 
tenance  constrained  and  frigid,  formal  and 
unwdcome-~''  She  don't  Uke  me,*'  thought 
Edgar»  throwing  off  his  guard-dress ;  *^  she 

made 


made  a  pretext  to  absent  herseif  on  my 
aeoount ;  I  have  kamt  she  was  in  waiting 
on  the  queen,  but  went  txwäy  suddenly. 
It  was  to  avoid  me !  I  see  it  dearly-7*^I  am 
presumptuous !  Pride  gave  that  glow  to 
her  cheek,  that  my  mistaken  yanhy  mis- 
oonstfued.  Shall  I  seek  to  be  humbled-^ 
st^  meai^ly  to  her  presence — and  receive 
a  dieeper  wound  fiom  beauty  and  fiom 
scom?**  * 

The  break&st  stood  waiting,  white  Ed- 
gar Gonsidered  his  further  plans.  The 
oount's  kindness  weighed  upon.his  mind; 

such  attenti^is  were  seldom  pcoffered  by 
aproud  and  high^born  Germanr^never  had 
tbey  come  in  so  undisguised  a  form.;  can* 
dour  and  esteem  had  offered  Edgar  their 
open  hands--*could  he  repulse  tfaem,  and 
tum  from  a  real  fipiend,  because  the  wife  of 
that  firiend  looked  Goldly  upoQ  him  ?    He 

rejeüed 
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rejected   the    idea — and    detemiined   to 

xnount  his  new  horse,  and  tiy  his  meiits 

on  his  road  to  the  Castle,  in  spite  öf  the 

firozen  air  he  fimded  he  should  meet  from 

Amelia. 

Thus  detennined,  he  took  his  chocolate, 

» 
and  tried  to  believe,  that  the  most  ardent 

flame  would  gradually  subside  when  no- 
thing was  left  to  feed  it.  Pique  served  to 
stimulate  Edgar,  although  unknown  to 
himself :  at  first  he  only  surmised  that  he 
had  been  slighted ;  but,  thinking  over  the 
subject  that  aggneved  him,  he  had  so 
wfought  upon  himself,  as  at  last  to  belieye 
tha^  he  was  despised,  if  not  hated,  by  the 
countess. 

*'  Surely  I  am  not  quite  dugu^ting^ 
thought  Edgar,  as  he  looked  in  the  glaas ; 
"  this  Visit  niay  at  least  deeide,  whether  I 
Wust  do  a  vidence  tg  my  passion,  or  en- ' 

Ä      ♦  Courage 
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^courage  a  hope  to  cheer  the  fondest  wlshes 
ofmysouir 


CHAPTER  XV. 


♦*»»##*###*####*^*^# 


As  he  mounted  the  beautiful  charger,  he 
was  not  üYiconsdous  of  bis  fine  figure ;  and 
with  a  majestic  ak,  he  lelt  one  thought  of 
self-satisfaction  pass  through  his  mind, 
as  his  brother-officers  acknowledged  him 
with  a  smile  and  a'nod,  enpassant 

Ten  minntes  brought  Edgar  to  the  cas* 
fle  gate:  there  all  his  vanity  could  not 
subdue  an  agitation  that  rushed  through 
every  vein ;  and,  as  he  was  ushered  «p 
the  grand  stairs,  his  confusiou  increased, 
fbr  the  oountes^  was  flying  towarda  him, 

in 
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in  pursuit^of  a  bird,  that  had  escaped  from 
her  finger. 

*'  Oh  catch  it»  if  you  can,  dear  captain 
St.  Valerie  r  she  cried»  in  a  voice  of  anx- 
iety ;  "  Selim  (a  Persian  cat)  will  instant- 
ly  devour  it — I  shall  die  at  such  a  sight ! 
Oh  save  my  buUfinch,  my  pretty  darling, 
from  this  horrible  death  that  awaite  it  T 

AU  that  Edgar  oould  do  was  to  seize 
on  the  cat,  as  he  was  crouching  to  spring 
upon  the  bird.  It  was  a  dangerous  expe- 
dient,  for  Selim  became  fixrious  at  the 
touch  of  a  stoanger;<and  bdng  pressed 
dosely,  to  eonfine  him  in  the  grasp,  he 
tore  bis  way  to  the  throat  of  his  assailant» 
in  desperate  intent  io  attack  that  part». 
whi^  instinct  informed  him  was  most 
vulnerable. 

Edgar  soon  saw  that  Sdim  or  hims^ 

must 
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»  ' 

muÄt  fall  a  sacrifice.    The  countess  had 

» 

sunk  senseless  on  the  gröund  at  the  sight 
The  bird  Was  recovered  by  a  servant,  who 
now  stood  dumb  with  afftight.  Edgar^s 
Wood  ik)wed  from  bis  neck  and  face,  but 
Selira  was  no  more ;  he  was  choked  by  the 
gripe  of  Edgar,  and  flung  over  the  balus- 
trades,  a  ie^ful  heigbt,  into  tlie  hall. 

Wilh  bis  döthes  tom,  bis  flesh  rank- 
lad,  and  the  blood  Streaming  from  the 
wound«,  Edgar  raised  th^  countess,  and 
bore  her  to  the  boüdoir  she  had  so  recent- 
ly  quitted.  An  alarm  söon  «ounded,  that 
l)rougbt  the  count  from  his^^inet,  where 
lie  transacted  business ;  crowds  of  attend- 
ants  fbllowed  hjjn,  each  dreading  some 
most  important  event 

Edgar,  in  trying  to  reKeve  the  count 
from  the  horror  c^  the  ßcene,  was  inter* 
rupted  by  the  efiuaon  of  bis  lips  and 

rojL.h  i  gums» 


\%0  THE  DESJEI^TEflL 

gawß.  S€iUm'&  daws  had  tom  Vi 
pieces  in  bis  rage,  and  the  blopd  filled 
gar's  mouttv  a&  he  eiideavoured  tp  exp 
Amelia,  at  the  inom^qt,  opened 
«eyes^;  but^  with  an  hysterical  shriek, 
again  dosed  tiiem,  at  the  si^t  of  Ed 
woundis. 

The.  oount  aeeioed  petrified  with  dr 
he  loo]lted  at  eveiy  onf  for  an  explana 
bat  looked  in  vain.  Edgar  only  staun< 
h}s  QiQuth  with  ^m  handkerchie^  bul 
uttpxanee  was  denied.  At  length  the 
vtmt  caine  in$  who  hiid  caught  the  1 
«ndhaving  restwed  him  to  bis  wiry  d 
ing,  he  (woe  to  «ningle  with  the  er 

who  lirere  gading  with  adtcffidshanEsiiit  i 
boudoir. 

Thb  man  soon  became  vdiiUe,  ani 
myttery  was  ^isfiolvQd-»li]iit  übe  coni 
oidy  iacfeaaed.    T venty  messengers. 


^ÜSpätdi^  for  medical  aasistance — Üie 
countesfi^  was  camed-  to  lier  bedchamtieF-«- 
and  EdgMT  aiutalily  ^Bsposed  of,  til  the 
doctors  amved. 

The  form&t  soon  regi^ned  her  reooltec- 
tian  ondhear  strcngtüi;  bat  it  was  oidy  ta 
leiuTi  ihat  Edgar  wast  speechless,  and  in 
CKquifiite  pam<-««aid  fhat  a^  gangrene  was 
s^prehctided  from  the  State  <^  the  waunds. 

Self-reproacb,  as  wieU  as  pitj,  tarmeiit# 
^  tlie  ootmtess.  She  waa  the  oecasion  of 
aSB  he  endmed— ske  had  aacrifieed  Üie  life 
that  had  presierved  kers  ao  receaify — and 
immolated  hertleETierer  for  the  sdce  of  ^ 
Mrd. 

In  the  Uttaiiess  dT  remarse,  diä  ex- 
hausted  her  fiseUngs-^hnneBting'  that  fcäy 
^nd  predtj^tance,  that,  fdx  want  oi  oonsi« 
deration,  had  probably  destfoyed  him,  who 
wiUingly  dicd  tke  victim  of  her  eiaUrcme 

j  2  imbetility. 
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imbecility.    Theii  the  shacne/its  wel 
the  .horror,  of  such  a  death !  a  hero^  W 
deeds  had  >  spoken  his  Yälour— -'whose 
rits  had  i^ecured  his  renown-^whose  fi^ 
miglit  rival  ApoUo,  to  lose  a  life,'  £on 
for  glory,  by  the  pitiful  venom  of  an 
r^ed  cat!    Grief,  remorse,  and  des{ 
pr^yed  on  Ameliä^s  lieart,  and  fbr  1 
n^ghts  and  days  she  neither  slept  nor 
nor  enjoyed  öne  momeilt's  calhu 

'.  The  count  divided  his  tune  between 
Vnfe  änd  his  guest-^to  her  he'  was 
kind^-cönsohng  friertd,  that  reasoned  \^ 
and  isoüght  tö  excuse  her  to  herseli- — w 
Edgar  he  watched  every  change,  sat 
his  pillow^  antidpated  his  wants,  and  i 
miilated  the  fittendants  to  be  on  the  ale 
and  regard  every  movement  of  the 

valid. 

.  •  ■•       ■ 

These  cares  were  repaid  in  the  course 

a  wee 
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jf  week ;  every  morbid  Symptom  disap- 
peared,  but  a  positive  interdiction  against 
Speech  kept  E^gar  a  dmnb,  thongh  con- 
sdous  witness^  of  the  kindness  off  he  count. 
This  ib^her  retarded  than  accelerated  his 
eure ;  under  all  Edgar's  sufferings,  he  only 
loved  the  more.  Amelia'&  appeal  to  him 
at  the  füght  of  the  bird — ^the  tertder  look 
that  aceompanied  it — the  expressioB  «hat 
escaped  her,  of  "  dear  captain  St.  Valerie," 
aB  evinoed,  that  being  tlkown  off  her 
güard,  her  ^Imgsr  became  unveiled,  aiid 
her  predilection  was  visible. 

Delight  was  the  first  sentiment  Edgar  ' 
experienced;  but  too  soon  it  yielded  to 
more  Mtter  retrospection :  the  patei^nal  at^. 
tention  of  the  count— the  anxiety  of  which 
he  sa w  himself  the  subjeet — ^the  friendship 
and  bounty  he  had  already  experienced 

1 3  from 
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fiYHn  him,  all  flaehed  upon  hin  mind  ii 
most  ardent  coloiirs. 

«  What  is  it  I  mem  ?"  thought  E( 
as  he  mutely  lay  in  his  bed;  ^^  couldi^ 
lia  favour  me,  wbat  would  be  the  ev< 
I  should  despise  her !  In  my  eyes,  hei 
rity  once  lost,  her  brightest  charm  \v 
vanish — I  could  not  respect  her!  Pas 
for  a  time»  might  endear  her  to  me- 
love  mnst  be  built  ob  esteem  to  bec 
permanent  Those  qualities  that  c: 
respect  would  be.  iost~*too  conscioi 
guilt,  she  could  not  respeot  herseif; 
World»  the  great  arbiter  of  äane>  woul 
ject  her-— and  I  fin^y  detest  the  vi 
that  had  aUured  me  from  rectitude, 
nour,  and  friendahip»  makhig  me  a  vil 
instead  of  a  just  and  guileless  man  !'^ 

These  thoughts  excited  a  feverish  c 
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aon,  that  prrfonged  fconvalescence;  stränge 
fancies  pdssessed  Edgar,  but,  as  he  could 
not  speak  without  suffering,  happily  no 
discovery  alarmed  the  coutit»  that  couldl 
disgrace  his  protegd. 

When  £dgar  was  permitted  to  cmivers^, 
ke  was  surprised,  vexed,  and  pteased,  hy 
tums.  He  learnt  that  the  countess  had 
left  thie  chateau^  three  days  ppevi'ous  tötfais 
mformation* — that  sHe  had  retired  to  hör 
mother's,  ten  leagues  oflf,  where  she  meant 
to  remain^  tili  Keratlfendöftcc  o»  thc  queeh 
should  require  her  prösence. 

This  correct  declsion,  in  his  Ameliä, 
made  the  enämoured  Edgar  mom  and 
more  her  slave,  It  eonvinced  him  he  was 
beloved,  but  that  her  virtue,  her  religion, 
and  her  prudence,  pointed  out  the  only 
path  she  ought  to  take  to  subdue  an  un- 

1 4  happy 
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happy  passion,  and  to  reeover  that 
dispositiop  that  seemed  tottering  oi 
foundation. 

StiU,  at  times,  Edgar  feit  angry, 
what  his  soul  approved  in  Amelia's 
duct,  his  heart  feit  jealous  of,  in  the  p 
of  love — "  Perhaps,"  thought  he,  " 
thinks  I  am  disfigured,  ugly,  and  niai 
— at  present  I  am  so,  but  in  a  month  t 
«cars  will  disappear,  at  least  they,  teil 
so,  and  I  believe  them.    Love  and  rej 
are  evec  iii^St\  they  seldom  m^e*— 
when  they  do,  tke  combat  is  severe :  1 
give  no  quarter — one  must  conquer, 

the  Qther  fiiU :  if  love  is  weak^  be  dies 

<» 

is  it  with  Amelia." 

Perplexity  is  the  constant  attendaii 
la  belle  passian:  had  ihe  countess 
otber  than  she  was,  Edgar  would 


lost  hn  respect  for  her  at  once;  now  he  be- 
came  suspidous,  doubtfiil,  and  anxiously 
absurd»  that  she  could  act  with  reason. 

A  good  Constitution  and  sound  habit 
enabled  him  to  retum  to  hi's^  quartiers  soon 
after ;  but  Edgar  was  unhappjr,  for,  from 
the  tiine  the  countess  had  departed^  the 
cöunt  cBanged  his  aspect  of  ihterest  and 
benevolence,  to  a  pplite,  but  evidently 
eonstrained  mhnner;  his  visits  -were  sKort,. 
his-  inquirie&  few^  and  his  personal  atten-^ 
tions  abridged  whollj; 

{f  Edgai^  mentfoned  t4ie  countteii^  to  ask 
after  her  health»  the  answer-  was — ^he  sup- 
posed  she* was- well — ^he  had  not  he»rd  to^ 
the  eöntr^y ;:  iri'short,  pride  gave  the  alarm' 
to  Edgar'i^  deHeaey .  His  jßrst  impplse  was 
toquestion  the  count  openly,on  the  moti  ves 
finr  this  change;  bat  consdence  sealedhis 
toAgue ;  and  he  took  leave  of  the  count^ 

tA  with 
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with  tevery  mark  of  respect,  but  Witt 
air  as  frozen  as  that  bis  host  had  put 
towards  bim. 

The  first  act,  wben  Edgar  got  bo 
was  to  retum  the  horse  to  tbe  cxmnt : 
softened  this  aflfront  by  a  very  feeling 
ter ;  binting^  that  as  he  bad  unf(»tunat 
lost  the  fayour  of  the  counti  every  prooi 
former  kindness  would  but  aggravate  i 
injury  be  <£14gar^  feit  at  the  loss  oi 
friend  esteemeii  so  highly  as  connt  Kl 
Stoff. 

With  strict  cirjcumspection  was  the  I 
ter  fimshed,  lest  aay  provocation  should 
ritate  the  count  Edgar  now  bad  eve 
dread  for  the  fate  c^  the  covintess ; 
knew  wbat  Geriosi  husba^ds  eould  ( 
She  might  7wt  be  with  hev  motber — s 
Dsight  be  QOii&ii^  in  soque  dungeon, 
jsent  tQ  nme  xuioed  al^sdie,  &r  from  eve 


I 

one  that  loved  her,  where  death  only  could 
obtain  her  release. 

As  pondering  over  evil  usually  magni- 
fies  the  ill,  Edgar  became  convinced  that 
his-  passion  was  discovered,  and  that  the 
jealousy  öi  the  cobilt  hfld  been  Wreaked 
upon  his  wife.  Tbede  sdggestions  increasf^ 
ed,  from  the  many  repoits  that  rutnour 
had  sent  fbrth  through  the  cify  and  the 
toutt^  which  his  brot^ei'-offieers  fniled  not 
to  relate,  with  their  di^rent  iiflprove- 
uents  embellishiAg  the  event 

That  ^alidous  ihviendoes  sbonM'&U  oA 
Amdid  stung^Edg^r  to  the  soul ;  she  wa6 
mnocehty  bot  his  aiseverations  wöuld  db 
no  gcfeod^^tfae  &WS  of  bonour,  in  gallaiitry , 
(if  r  may  use  the  t^rm)  beand  bim  tö  de- 
fbnd  her  name^  justljr  or  imgustii^r ;  and  her 
very  tiamer  tid^  bim,  was  so  sacred^  that  a 
^lot  upcm  it  seeöked  a  poklGn  to  bis  mibd. 

i-fi  CHAP- 


m 
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CHAPTER  XVL. 


PooB  Edgar  wa&mot  ayrare,  that  a  small 
injcident  had  done  gceat  mischief.  It  caiv- 
not  be  forgetten  that  Selim  xlrew  Edg^r'-s 
blood  on  the  iit'st  onset^  and  that  AmeKa 
feil  into  »  swoon; — ^no  soon^  had  he  de- 
prived  his;  foe  of  existence^  than  he  flew 
to  raise  and  assist  the  being  he  adoxed.; 
but  a  servant  was  attempting  that  task 
before  him-r^Edgar  had  too  impatiently 
pnshed  the  menial  back ;  and  as  he  bore 
the  lovely  bürden  onward^  her  face  touchr 
ed  his— what  was  the  hnpulse?  his  paiit 
was  forgot — ^he  :kissed  the  eold  lips,  nay, 
repeated  the  transgression,  unconsdous 
that  he  was  observed  by  the  afironted  foot- 


X.  I  man, 
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man,  who  marked  him  ftr  reveAge.  'Some 
üme  elapsed  before  this  -man  could  dress 
his  tale  in  glowing  coloars,  or  find  a  time 
or  place  convenient  for  the  subject.  The 
deep  concem  whidi^  involved  the  oouiii- 
tess,  whenever  the  ooutit  was  with  heiv 
kid  a  strong  faundation  for  the  insidious 
tale  which  finalfy  was  disclosed. 

I  must  not .  forestall  my  story  by  deve>- 
loping  the  event  of  such  an  eclairdssement» 
alter  what  had  transpired  to  the  disadvai)}» 
tage  of  the  countess. 

The  scars  whicb  Edgar  retained,  and  a 
low  fever  that  crept  through  his  "veisis, 
kept  him  at  home  for  some  tune..  He 
paid  attention  ta  the  day  when  the  coun- 
tess was  to  come  inta  waiting;  but  he 
soon  kamt  that  her  place  was  filled  by 
a  successor,  nor  did'the  count  appear  in 
the  cirde*  He 


He  had  been  forming  his^sm^fbrniany 
nights  previous;  for  by  day  bis  rooms 
Vfere  crowded  by  visitors  and  fiiends.  If 
Amelia  was  not  ftt  coart,:  be  resolved  to^ 
pursue  her  whÜb  he  bad  life  ot  strength--^ 
in  bis  mind  he  saw  beii  reduced  by  sick^ 
ness,  meagre  fbom  want,  hopdess  in  love,, 
(for  he  waö  convinced  of  her  predilection); 
and  groaning  out  bis  name^--to  fly  tbrough 
barSy^boIts,  high  walls,  and  moats^  to  efifect 
ber  debverance^ 

Edgar  feit  assured  all^  Ü&h  be  eotild'  ae- 
•ompUsb ;  bnl  as  be  wound  ap  the  di-  - 
max«  be  couldi  not  belp^  asking  MmselfT 
wbere  be  was  tö  carry  her?»  After  puz* 
sding  some  time,  be  said-^'*  Let  her  deeiäe 
that :  my  pursuit  is  to  liberäte  ber  from  ä 
tyrant's  power,  not  to  destroy^  her  tinHo« 
cence-— she  shafl  decide  her  own  fate^  if 
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it  poinits  to  me,  I  Will  not  r^ect  ber ;  bat 
I  shäll  love  ber  more  if  it  does  rvoU* 

Edgar'&h^th  gsave  him  a  plea  to  ask  a 
&vottr;  and  he  got  leave  to  be  absmt  for 
a  mOnth.  from  bis  regiment^  *^  for  the  niuv 
pose«!'  he  said,  **  of  change  of  air." 

His  determination  was  first  to  seek  out 
the  abode  of  Amelia's  mother^  the  baion^s» 
Brandt — that  lady,  he  had  been  told^  was 
a  peifeet  rectose;  and»  from  the  period  ^t 
which  she  beeame  a  widow^  had  deroted 
herseif  to  the  education  of  her  daughter» 
to  wiiom  eeunt  Klobstaff  was  guardian«^ 
Tbebaron  had  served  in  dieür  early  days  in 
tib^  same  itgiment^-^4iot,  indeed,  with  the 
same  prospeets;  fi>r  the  baion  was  poor;. 
and  the  cowit  abounded  in  riches :  a  di^ 

hpidated  mansion,'  and  small  estate,  was 
all  his  aneentoTs  had  left  hinl,  the  rents  6f 
whicii  scarcely  pud  the  repah^  of  whät 

was 
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was  necessary,  for  tlie  honour  of  the^  ba- 
ron's  birth,  should  still  be  kept  standmg  r 
but  while  the  count  served,  iSie  baron 
feit  no  wants^-^one  purse  was  open.  toc 
both.  I>elicate  heaTth-  and  higher  views- 
took  the  count  from  the  field  ta  the  cabi* 
Bet;  and  fae  soor  fiiled  a  diplomatie  mis* 
non,  wMdi  he  held  many  years  as  an  able 
poütidau,  as  well  as  minister^ 

The  conv^ilsions  of  the  continent  recalL- 
ed  the  count  from  a  long  absence. — He 
found  his  friend  married  ta  a-  pödr  but 
lovely  sdon  of  decayednobility»  whohad 
beai  intended  for  amin :.  withr  this  pious 
]«dy,  love  supplied  the  place  of  riches ;  and^ 
hec  industry  fouhd  on  the  smaU"  spot  suf- 
fident,  by  cukivation,  to^  supply  the  ne- 
cessities^  if  not  the  dsUcacies,  of  a  hnmble 
board.  Count  KlpbStolTs  retum  bright- 
euedj  their  views — ^he  placed  hisfiuendin 

hia 
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his  Office,  where,  for  some  years,  he  knew 
perfect  content ;  but  a  fever,  of  a  malig- 
nant  nature,  seized  tlie  baron^  and  carried ' 
bim  ofil-^A  pension  was  soon  granted  to 
bis  w^ow;  wbo,  with  one  only  daughter, 
lived  at  her  estate,  in  humble  obscurity, 
devoted  to  religion  and  her  child — that 
the  count  married  this  daughter  need  not 
be  told.  He  would  have  brought  her 
mother  to  the  oourt  aftar  his  nuptials  were 
celebrated ;  but  retirement  was  her  choice; 
and  the  bounty  of  the  count  gave  her  the 
power  of  being  charitable  and  useful  in 
her  worid ;  by  educating  her  young  vas;- 
sals  slie  oocupied  her  tirae  partly,  and  by 
beautifying  the  mansion  her  husband  had 
loved,  $he  found  pleasing  employment 
An  early  predilectioii  for  the  cloistergave 
her  zest  for  retirement,  and,  except  when 
the  count  and  countess  came  to  her  abode, 

r 

she 
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she  never  bmke  those  rules  she  had  formed? 
for  seclusion, 

To  find  this  abode  Edgar  now  was  ext 
6is  way,  disguis^  as-  a  Jew  traveüer,  and 
9nned  secretly  with  pistols,  and  a  poiii- 
ard;  for»  as  he  despaired  of  finding  Arne- 
lia  with  her  mother,  he  determined  lo  ex- 
plore  a.  forest  tHat  was  nigh,  whose  dark 
intersected  pathways  seemed  to  lead  ft>' 
evil  deeäs,  prisons»  or  murders. 

Edgar  set  out  on  foot;,  to  avoid  suspi- 
eion  of  his  purpose,  from  a  mean  room;. 
which  he  had  hired  at  a  famier's  ^or  a 
month.  He  had  not  measured  ten  miles 
when  fatigue  oyercame  him  ;.  and  a  hovel' 
shewing  itsdf,  distant  from>  the  road,  he- 
made  it  his  retreat  for  a  time — ^the  filth 
that  assailed  him  on  his  approach  was  in- 
tolerable,  and  the  aspects  of  the  inmates 
korribkv  a  swarm  of  fat  naked;  ehildren 
'  besetz 
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baset  him  all  at  once,  asldng  for  money--* 
aliDOSt  tearing  off  his  dothes  as  he  stood 
to  rest  himself  ;  a  vile-lboking  man  sat  at 
a  board,  apparently  at  dinner,  and  a  stilf 
More  disgustfng  woman  stood  drinking 
out  of  a  bottle,  while  the  grease  from  her 
xepast  shone  üäm  one  ear  to  theother. 

Too  mucii  tiredto^retreat,  Edgar,  leant 
against  the  walL  to  suppoirt  himself ;  bat 
the  forats  Were  so  annoying  he  could  not 
puifa  them  back.  This  their  father  per- 
eehred,  and»,  in  bad  German,  cried  oyts — 
•*  Give  them  money,  and  they  will  have 
done.- 

Edgar^  in  order  to  be  at  peace,  put  bis 
band  in  his  pocket,  when  the  eldest  espied 
one  pf  the  pistols — ^he  med  out,  and  ran. 
away;  and  the  rest  took  the  alarm,  and" 
foUowed  him. 

"  Oh  ho !'  said  the  &ther,  "  you. are  no» 

Jew^ 
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Jew — I  pereei ve  that ;  Jews  dmi't  use  pis- 
tols,  What  are  you?  why  do  yoö  oome 
here?  do  youbelongte  the  police?  if 
60,  have  at  you  T  - 

Stx)opiQgas  he  i^oke,  heraised  a  hkin- 
derbuss,  which  hk  rags  had  concealed^  froni' 

beiieath  the  board  at  which  he  fedr  and 
Edgar  drew  fOTth  a  pistol,  sayhigf — *^  I 
am  a  traveller,  and,  oyeroome  with  heat, 
sought  this  cabin  for  shelter.  I  have  no 
bad  intent;  but  if  you  assail  me,  I  have: 
the  means  of  defence  which  I  now  shew» 
you — so  beware !" 

The  wife  now  interfered,  and  with' more.. 
strength  than  delicacy,  snatched  her  hus- 
band's  weapon  from  his  band,  adding„ 
with  an  oath,  he  should  not  touck  the 
stranger ;  the  man  seemed  in  awe  of  his 
virago,  who  had  her  eyes  rivetted  ön  Edr 
gar — "  You  wear  a  disguise,"  said  she ; 

"bat. 
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^  but  I  know  your  bright  eyes,  my  brave 
captain !" 

*'  Hold  yoar  d — ^l's  tongue  !'*  cried  the 
biisband ;  ^  woiüd  you  betray  me  after  all 
to  this  stranger?  Hold  your  tongue^  I 
say,  or  I  dose  your  mouth  for  ever.** 

"  I  don't  fear  you,"  replied  she ;  "  you 
oould  not  live  without  me-— have  I  iiot 
ibUowed  you  in  the  wars,  stripped  tiie 
dead  on  Üie  field  of  batüß,  kept  your 
pod^ets  wkfa  ttumBy,  and  your  4stoinadi 
wiA  &n  aad  «ood  Tictüals.  you  rogue! 
wiih  a  brat  at  my  breast,  and  another  on 
my  Shoulders  ?  and  did  not  t  drop  on  the 
mareh,  while  the  army  mm*ofaed  by,  and 
nobody  stopped  to  t^eye  me,  tiU  the  cap- 
tain—^y  es,  that  very  person  now  before 
you,  lifted  me  up-^-'-so-  he  did,  aüd  put  me 
and  tiie  brats  on  his  baggage?.  and  he 
threw  jue  his  purse  before  he  ran  aiter  his 

regiment. 
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Kgiment»  whidi  waft  far  la  the  rear  ^f  our 
own — and  two  days  after  I  joii^  yoa 
Uke  a  lady^  liaviag  hiied  isl  cart  t»  get 
on;  and  I  and  the  brats  $lepk  so  soundly, 
r^nd  Uvea,  so  weU  on  fhe  i¥ay,  that  yoii 
cried  vihen  yoii  sam  «ne,  thäatldng  I  h^ 
idied  in  a  ditch  withant  help  6r  succour. 
or  even  a  pnest  to  gbreme  hisblessing.*-- 
If ow»  captain,"  continaed  she,  ^  if  }Mm  hatve 
dciie  a  bad  deed,  and  sxe  afraid  th^  wiU 
oateh  ydu,  Let  me  Taide  jrou  here :  vre  hsem 
:SL  niee  litöe  plaoe  wh^re  we  keep  our 
ncbes-^it  is  under  ground  tliere->«l)&* 
nealli  tbem  briara-^there  you  may  bide 
-tül  the  aeirch  is  over ;  and  yoa  sball  have 

4 

the  best  of  liqäors»  md  as  nmdi  as  ever 
^u  ean  eat,  if  you.  sti^  .a  jmmth/,  and  I 
shall  not  adk  one  farthie^,  b«t  £Dünt  k 
^  P^yi>9!g  wy  ^^  to  youfor  your  good- 
neas-'' 

Edgaiv 
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ISdgar,  during  this  liarangue,  recoUected 
the  woman,  and  knew  her  stoiy  to  be  cör- 
rect ;  but  happily  he  needed  not  conceaU 
ment>««-he  was  v€xed  Ihat  she  had  pene- 
trat^  his  disguise,  as  he  did  not  wish  to 
he  detected  inhi»  seheme;  botlie thought 
e»perience  had  taught  her  acaiteness,  and 
gratitude  had  openad  her  eyes  to  *kn6w 
4ier  benefiEkCtor.  Tfaat  her  hiisbisnd  was  a 
desertei:,  he  had  not.»doufat ;  ^but  whetiher 
he  was  now  becoExie  samggl&c,  or  robber« 
he  Was  at  a  loss  to  decide>^-one  or  hfth^ 
probably,  and  the  :sooner  ha  Uft  them 
seemed  to  him  the  Jbetter. 

With  a  smile  he  recogniasd  Ms  fiarmer 
aoquaint»iee,  thanked  her  für  her  hospi- 
tality»  and  was  about  to  begone»  'bot  he 
coold  not  move^-^-hia  Hmb»  refui^d  action» 
and  be  ;siagg6ved  ta  a  bendinear  fiim«'^ 

the 


192     ^  TJHE  DESERTEBr. 

the  greasy  dame  flew  to  his  succour^  and 
put  the  bottle  to  his  mouth. 

Edgar  laughed»  and  pushed  it  aside,  ob«  • 
serving,  that  his  feet  would  bear  spirit» 
better  th^i  his  head,  and  he  would  apply 
the  animating  potion,  with  her  permission^ 
to  his  weary  joints:  in  a  mometat  she  was 
(m  her  knees,  and  foroed  him  to  submit  to 
the  Hottentot  touch  of  her  greasy  hands— 
bis  shoes  and  stockings  were  off  in  an  in- 
stant,  and  to  saye  trouble  she  fiUed  her 
mouüh,  and  spirted  its  conteats  over  his 
legs  ähd  feet-*-nibbing  with  all  her  might» 
and  renewing  the  mouthfiil,  and  the  ar-^ 
rosementy  as  long  as  he  oould  bear  it  She 
now  pressed  hini  to  lie  down,  to  relieve 
the  sweÜing ;  büt  whatever  confidence  he 
phced  in  the  woman,  the  si^t  of  her 
bed^  and  the  looks  of  her  husband»  proved    . 

two 


two  mo^  Algectionai^  poiwts  itp  such 
xd\ef. 

''  |{^$  theo/'  cried  i^e,  .q^tx^ng  up  a 
UoGk,  »n4  pladjQig  it  bef^re  li^m,  ''  tbis  is 
my  8tQdl-T^est  yo.ur  l^  tbere ;  ancl  pray 
he  coxafoital^le — yq\i  «h^  hdvß  mj  best^ 
day  or  night,  if  yoix  stay  a  ffiointb  in  our 

* 

fQU !  get^oiit  of  jtihft»  J  aay/'cidsd  the  mih 
4jier:  "gp  üion»  ca»'t  you?  ^ßo  ibo•pl^y 
i^itii  >fhe  pigs— ^ye  aieoften  ^aoiongst  Hb^jn 
.— we  jfll^in't  wmt  yß  Jiere,  Wb^  ^his  ho- 
n«ttr  js  in  the  pj^ce  all  glc^.'* 

Thß  feate^in  whiflh  jhie  sppke  wßs  q\4te 
«lew  io  £dgar,  and  he  asked  if  dae  wus 
iiQti^GGanan? 

yoL.  I.  K  '*  To 
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"  To  be  sure  I  am,  your  honour,  while 
I  am  here,"  rejoined  she ;  "  but  when  the 
anger  provokes  me,  ould  Ireland  spouts 
out  at  my  tongue  like— Didn't  I  come 
with  Phelim  yonder,  to  recruit  the  Iiish 
brigade,  in  the  time?  of  king  Lewii^,  an* 
piase  you,  long  since  agö;  and  then 
I  tumed  Frenchwoman,  being  lawfuUy 
loyal— you  know  why.  Phelim  being,** 
she  continued,  **  mortally  cut  in  defend- 
ing  the  palaee,  I,  in  the  time  of  the  trou- 
bles,  4id  my  pait  to  be  sure,  and  cooked 

■ 

him  up  again,  tili  he  got  well — ^then  bad 
enough  was  it  with  us  for  oertain ;  and  as 
fighting  was  the  trade  we  had  followed, 
we  both  took  to  fighting  again,  with  any 
that  would  have  us — if  we  had  no  pay, 
we  had  plenty  (rf  plunder — Sometimes  I 
was  dressed  like  a.  queen,  and  sometimes 
quite  like  a  beggar ;  and  'twas  all  mighty 

.     well 
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well  tili  I  bore  childer — Oh,  the  bother ! 
Well,  all  at  once  a  great  ginei-al  caime 
ibrth,  and  made  a  riggler  army;  and  äs 
Phelim  was  always  a  beauty,  the  gineral 
took  him  again  to  mrtke  a  new  m*gan^ 
amongst  others  that  tyrganed  the  new 
army;  and  we  had  plenty  of  plunder 
then ;-  but  the  childer  kept  conwng  every 

year  to  torment  us,  so '' 

*^  Judy,  now,"  cried  the  map,  **  can't 
you  be  asy  ?  I  wouldn't  that  the  captain 
should  know  the  rights  orft — -he  didn*t 
ax  yoü  why,  for  the  whole  story ;  no  need 
ofthat  anyhow,  I  say.  Captain,  please 
you,  I  have  a  nag  there,  feeding  dowh 
in  them  withies — perhaps  you  could  ride 
a  part  of  your  way ;  your  commodation 
does  not  suit  you  here ;  and  the  nag  shall 
be  up  in  a  trice,  saddled  and  bridled>  fiti 

K  2  for 


IdQ  THE  BESERTBlt. 

for  a  count,  if  he  should  ride  him^  anyhow 
at  all,  faith !" 

This  proposal  now  was  perfectly  agreer 
Bble,as  Edgar  feit  himself  unable  tp  walk; 
and  howevjer  ho^itaUe  Judy  had  been, 
he  did  not  wish  to  put  her  further  to  the 
proof,  by  remaining  her  guest  mudi  long? 
^  and  as  her  husband  had  serve^d  &r 
the  kmg,  and  then  for  the  national  oon- 
vetdx0n,  bis  oaths  of  fealty  were  sad  ^proofs 
9giainst  the  inviokbility  of  bis  fundamen- 

« 

tal;princrples;  and  as  murder,  rapine,  and 
plunder,  were  habits  he  was  accustomed  to» 
th/e  fnractioe  being  familiär,  he  might  not 
shrink  to  «dd  Edgar  to  the  mass  of  bis. 
encumitie«,  by  putting  him  to  death  to 
»ob  Mm  m(»e  conveniently. 

Jt  WM  not  long  before  the  horse  was  at 
the  idoor  of  ihe  hoyel,  ready  eqnipped, 

Judy 
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Jiidy  failed  not  to  lament  at  parting  with 
herguest,although  herhusband  avoided  all 
delay,  by  pressing  hirn  to  make  haste,  and 

Ee  helped  bim  into  the  saddle.  Edgar 
gave  all  bis  silver  amongst  the  children, 
and  \«ras  about  to  set  off,  when,  to  his  aste-- 
hishment  and  dismay,th€  man  jumpedon 
tiehind  bim,  and  striking  Ins  heels  against 
the  animal's  sides,  it  dashed  forward  at 
füll  Speed,  as  if  aceustomed  to  a  double 
bürden. 

Although  in  disguise,  Edgar  feit  asham- 
ed  of  bis  companion,  wbose.  dress,  in  many 
parts,  discovered  nature;  he  had  forgot 
his  cap,  so  that  bis  matted  locks,  stiff  and 
erect,  gave  bim'  the  air  of  a  Caflfre,  or 
savage  Laplander,  or  of  a  demon  from  the 
infernal  regions. 

Edgar  pulled  up,  in  order  to  remon* 
strate ;  but  the  well-known  repeated  kicks 

.    K  3  on 


198  TH&  DESERTER, 

on  his  sides  were  so  well  understood,  that 
the  horse  took  the  bit  in  his  teetli,  and 
augniented  his  speed  tili  nearly  a  league 
was  gone  over;  hethcn  abated  his  career, 

and  Edgar  spoke  to  his  croupier^  in  order 
tQ  get  rid  of  him. 

.  "  I  wish  yoii  would  dismövint,  frieiid," 
Said  Edgar;'"  we  u)ake  ä  most  uiicöuth 
display ;  shoüldaiiy  one  meet  us,  yöu  or  I 
müst  get  oif  most  assuredly — it  shall  be 
ine  if  you  choose  it,  and  I  thank  you  for 
your  dväity;  but  wo  müst  part  now — in 
thiß  double  way  I  can  ^o  no  farthefr.'* 

**  Now  I  see  that  you  spake  English/ 
replied  the  fellow;  "  may  be  youll  opaa 
your  mind  to  me ;  but  hark'ye,  for  if  the 
hedges  overhear  us,  they  can't  understand. 
But,  I  say  now  \  am*t  you  scsenting  a^fter 
something  in  \he  way  of  plunder  like, 
honey,  bekays  of  them  pistols  in  youi^ 

pocket» 
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packet,  and  that  Jew-like  disguise  ?  now 
Tve  a  mind  to  befiriend  you  in  the  way  of 
trade,  d*y e  see !  and  as  you  are  sore-footedi 
why,  yander  in  the  thick  of  that  forest, 
I  bave  some  friends  to  make  you  wel- 
come— ^very  genteel  men^  a»  having  beeu 
ciücers  before  they  were  broken,  which 
was  unjustly-^bekays  the  love  of  drink  is 
neway  unoommon,  and  being  out  of  thcir 
posts  is  no  way  remarkable,  anyhow  >  for 
the  wine  i»  very  oTerconiing,  you  know ; 
but  np  sin  afler  «Q.  Sathesepoor  fellows 
were  cashier^,  as  I  teil  you,  and  took  to 
the  woods  and  the  forests,  to  live  fr^ely 
and  genteelly  with  their  two  young  ladies-; 
but  Judy,  d'ye  see,  won't  kape  Company 
with  them — *  bekays,*  she  says,  *.she  is 
lawfully  the  wife  of  my  busom,  which  sets 
her  above  .  thsm,  anyhow  •;  and  sure 
enough,  she  knows   her  place,  anyway; 

K  4  and 
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and  when  we  have  saved  enöugh  to'  bring, 
up  the  cÄilder  nateiy^  W0  idmfl  return  to 
ould  Ireiand  aiid  ga  to  tnass,  and  buy  Üie 
Absolution  for  wiiafi  past ;  and  settle  our- 
selves  in  otnr  ould  dafs,  in  a  blE  of  a  pläcer 
as  i  call  it,  comfortable,  near  a  bog  fo^ 
the  salce  of  good  firirig,  wfcch  t  gi^altly  ad^ 
mire — ^which  is  i'emarkable ;  and  hafving' 
Ihe  wb^rewifhäJ',  evTr  neighbouts  wJllgfeat- 
ty  respect  us,  fdp  ttie  ccrWtf  a^d  the  pigt  I 
mB^ne  tö  furiii^  thef  hou«6  \^ith. — But  I 
forgot  with  the  thoughts  öf  that  same — 
•will  you  jöiD  US,  my  comrade,'  and  cotne 
hito  tfaefoi*eiit?— -we  only  want  f;\ti%oi  three 
more  tö  make  a  stout  band  öf  uß — and 
fiSfli  Haw  I  shafl  pfröpose  yotf  to-  be  the 
eäptain  of  uSj  or  the  gineral^  if  rank  is 
your  aim,  boney  ?  and-shan't  we  be  rieh  m 
a  jiffy — äU  of  us,  and  lave  off  in  time  ?  Oh 
yes !  for  honesty  is  bettet  nor  knavery  any- 

h*ow. 
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how,  extipt  when  poverty  knodks  at  the 
door,  ohone !  'Tis  hersilf  made  a '  rogue 
of  me— you  may  belave  it  sure!  and  a 
lad  Bke  myself  must  be  a-doing,  and  must 
ate  and  drink  too,  not  a  little,  why ;  and 
Judy,  the  cratur»  she  k>ve8  the  drop,  and 
who  could  deny  her?  not  myself,  to  be 
sure;  for  niver  a  campaign  did  she  feil 
Hie,  with-  the  keg  at  her  back—  in  the  front 
or  the  rear  sure  she  niver  failed  me,  by 
night  or  by  day,  tramping  near  me  like«^ 
duck  in«  a  gutter — singing  and.  swearing 
all  the  way  albng,  without  trouble  or  sor- 
iow;  come  what  would  after  her,  'Iwas 
always  the  same  to  poor  Judy.  But  sure, 
sir,"  continued  he,\perceiving  Edgar  striv- 
ihg  to  dismount  by  the  neck  of  the  horee, 
*^you  would  not  be  off,  now  yxm  have  my 
sacret  ? — Ilonour  bright !  But  I  shaD  stop 
y«tt— here  he  is,  my  Kttle  6äo  xcow,  in 

k5  flay 
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inybiisom,"  (diewing  a  pijstol  under  his 
rags.)  "  You  are  not  in  the  common  track 
of  travellers  anyway — I  kape  the  pillfir  to 
eure  all  informera ;  so  don't  disturb  your- 
self  from  yaur  place,  honey !  and  listen  to 
me ;  for  I  want  to  be  agreeable,  bekays 
Voll  were  once  good  to  the  better  part  of 
O'Looney;*  -      . 

Edgar  had  observed  they  had*  nevcr  en* 
tered  the  high  road ;  but.  iirith  this  object 
€7^  avupe^  he  cared  not  ho w  retired*  was 
their  prögress — he  was  armed,  and  thoiigh 
düng  to  by  the  miscreant,  he  had  no  per-, 
sonal  fears  of  his  tr^achery,  as,  had  he  been 
so  inclinejl,  an  evil  deed  woiüd  more  con- 
veniently  have  been  done  in  the  hut,  .or 
amongst  the  withies  that  rose  from  a 
swarap  close  by  it.  » 

*'  Phelim,"    rejoined  Edgar,     "  I  will 
neVer  betray  you ;  but  I  will  go  my  w^jj,, 

if 


3PHE  DESBRTEÜ.  203 

if  I  die  in  tUe  attempt  I  am  in  search  of 
a  lovely  injured  woman,  shut  up  some«, 

0 

where  in  the  forest— either  in  a  Castle, 
cave,or  dungeon ;  I  have  swom  to  set  her 
free  from  her  confinement,  and  this  is  my 
pursuit,  and  the  cause  of  my  disguise. 
You  have  my  secret  for  yours — don't  you 
betray  me,  and,  on  my  honour,  I  will 
nevcr  betray  you.:  yet  take  my  advioe^ 
for  I  wonld  befiieird  you — quit.  your  bad 
avocation  directly — it  \%  a  vile  one»  believ^ 
me  r  I  have  noft  time  to  paint  to  you  the 

depravity '  of  3rour  calling^;  but  at  this  mör 
mait  the  Godthat  made  you  calls  through 
my  voiee^  and  bids  ycHi  reibrm.    Judgr- 
ment  awaits  you,  if  yoü  persist — escape  to 
yourcountry,  live  honestly,  andsave  youp' 
soul  from  perdition.'* 

Fhelifl)  got  down,. and  stared  wildly  in 
Edgar'«  face—**"  Why  then,  sir,"  cried  he, 

K  ff  "  I  see 


^'  I  ßfeö  it  in  yöur  eye«— Ob,  the  good- 
neäs!  i&ay  bä  you  iire  one  of  the  aaihts 
sint  to  call  ine  to  repihtance.  I  don't  for^ 
get  fatbet*  Blaney  telling  me  all  about  it^ 
^hiil  I  was  büt  a  späwn— Ob,  the  cratnr ! 
Didn't  he  teil  of  pui^gatory,  and  them 
glneral  oiiicei*^  thät  woüld  sit  upon  us  in 
the  courts-martial,  if  we  were  bad  boys; 
ISTow,  jewel  mastei* '  niäy  be  you  arfe  oft« 
of  them  under  that  dlsgirise :  have  not 
you  wings  there,  ünder  the  Jew's  di^sfs, 
l^^hieh  the  angi^h  wear  fi»  epaulets,  to 
sh^W  their  ratik  sbove  the  craturs  ?* 

The  cohfusion  in  Phelim^^  bräin  aftitost 
madö  Edgar  laugh-^bife  mäitary  idea« 
mhigling  with  sotnething  of  töMgion;  büt, 
proftting^  by  Ihe  moment,  he  said  enoagfa 
to  persuade  him  to  break  with  bii^  ootn- 
lades  in  the  forest,  and  to  sw^f  with  his 
whole  xtiight,  that  he  Woüld  leave  thät 

country 
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ooüDtry  as  äoön  fts  possiUe  fbr  VtB  native 
land. 

**  But  now,  your  honour,"  said  Phelinr, 
**  you  further  talked  of  a  lady  you  was 
after.  To  begin  tfaen  with  a  good  action,. 
I  can  belp  you  a  bit  toward  her»  being»  as. 
I  was»  the  witness  to  all  tbe  fim  wheh  they 
put  her  in-N~l^  and  arms  aU  klckiDg — to 
the  ould  chateau  yonder,  three  leagues  hl 
the  heart  of  the  wood.  Sir»  she  scramed^ 
and  she  scrauied»  but  none  helped  her 
but  myself,  who  dated  not  come  forth^ 
Sure  I  had  been  seeking  the  rotten  ould 
tumble^down  place  for  Judy  myself,  be- 
iing  I  thougbt  ours  too  public ;  and  being 
wt^ary,  I  had  fidlen  asleep  tili  night  over* 
took  me;  and  I  woke  by  the  lady 's  crieSi 
B^ang  Irisfa,  you  know,  sir^  I  had  the  £el* 
low's  feeling  for  a  woman ;  so  up  I  starts» 
and a t^^came fufl 0A  tny  &fee^ attd  tin 

meiij 
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men,  with  a  grandee  at  their  head,  pushed 
the  cratur  up  one  of  the  towers,  in  spite  of 
her  scrames,  and  my  desire  to  keep  her 
eompany  in  the  night^  for  fear  she  should 
be  frightened ;  soon  after^  off  they  set  out 
again,  leaving  a  guard  to<  watch  hev. 
N©w  I  shall  be  bound,  your  honour,  know*- 
ing  the  quarters  as  I  do-,  to  ereep  xip  the 
hind.  part  of  the  towa*^  and  get  her  down 
between  us»  and  be  off  the  back  way  into 
the  fi)Pest»  befbre  '  Jack  Eobinson'  com» 
out  of  the  mou&  of  the  cratur  for  joy  at 
seeing  us.'* 

"  Good  Phelim  n  honest  Phelim  r  ex*- 
claimed  Edgar;  *^yon  bind  metoyoufbr 
ever.  Let  us  proeeed  directly  ;•  it  will  bc 
the  very  time  we  should  arrive.  Are 
you  sure  yott  knowthe  way  throiTgh  the 
forest?''  ■  ' 

"And  don't  I  know  it?**   rgoined  he; 

«  but 
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''  but  tbe  baste  must  ate ;  and  then  tp  be 
sure  and  your  honour  must  ate  too ;  for  sor-^ 
row's  the  bit  you  took  since  the  good  hour 
you  came  inta  the  but  tllere,  and  tbe  later 
we  get  to  the  ouW  eh^teau  sure  tbe  bettfer;- 
bekays  tbe  watch  will  slape  soundly,  hav- 
ing  no  thought  of  ns  for  certain,  anyhöw, 
in  tbe  world." 

**  Tbe  borse !  true,"  rejoined  Edgai* ; 
^'  but  where»  or  how»  is  be  to  feed  in  thi& 
forest?'* 

^  Never  you  beed  that  i»aw ;  1  have  a 
snug  depöt  a  short  way  fiirtber,"  said 
Pbdim,  "wbere  my  borse  and  myself 
takes  the  bit  and  tbe  sup  ajjtogether,  ia 
OUT  way  to  the  carrvp^  as  we.call  it  ^  ao  now 
prosade,  your  honour,  and  I  shall  walk 
before  you  to  my  halßway  house^  as  I  call 
it,  where  we  mane  to  bait  for  one  hour, 
that  the  baste  m^-nt  fail  us  at  night  when 

'   we 
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We  carry  off  the  lady — as,  poor  soul,  she 
may  not  be  able  to  walk  all  the  while,  ixh 
th^ät  or'nary  unpaved  fbrestv  where  the 
briärs  cling  like  the  ould  one ;.  being  no- 
body  since  Noah  ever  troubled  to  cut 
them  down,  which  is  very  remarkable  itt 
a  Christian  country—  don't  you  think  sOy 
your  honour  ?" 

Edg^r  thought  of  notfiing  but  Amelfa, 
and*  where  he  was  to  place  her  after  her 
rescue :  to  »etain  her  seemed  next  to  im- 
possible^  when  her  escape  should  be  foimd. 
out;  yet  every  difficulty  but  added  ta» 
bis  energy,  and  he  resolved  to  trust  to^ibät 
ftappy  invention  which  seems  ever  ready^ 
td  wait  on.  löve. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 
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Having  reached  the  depöt»  whieh  was 
covered  by  briars  and  thorns,  Edgar  again 

dismounted,  and  Fhellm  took  out  some 
bottles,  a  bag  of  oats,  a  piece  of  cheese,  and 
a  lot  of  biscaits ;  an  umbreUa,  the  stick:  of 
Mrhich  stuck  in  the  earth»  preserved  tins 
depöt  from  the  weather;  and  a  heap  of 

V 

thoms  and  brambles  being  thiökly  seat- 
tered  on  the  place,  it  was  not  likely  to  be 
discovered,  and  still  was  it  most  unlikely 
that  any  one  should  pass  that  way,  except' 
parties  of  banditti,  kno\\'Ti  to  infest  the 
place,  and  which  liad  driven  many  barons 
from  their  ancient  Castles,  which,  now  un- 

^  tenanted,. 
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tenanted,  served  to  shelter  this  outlawecT 
set. 

To  tempt  Edgar's  palate^  Phelim  un- 
corked  some  delicious  wine.  '  Edgar  re- 
sisted,  for  a  long  time,  alleging  he  eould 
not,  in  conscience,  ei\joy  what  was  the 
fruits  of  robbery  and.plunder. 

"  Ah  now!"  rejoined  Phelim, "  the  wine 
is  honest  enough,  sure,  for  one  of  the 
young  ladies  gave  it,  her  swate  selfy  to  me^ 
O'Looney,  for  a  ring  she  took  a  fancy  to, 
off  of  my  finger,  which  \  had  a  mind  to* 
give  Judy ;  but  the  Miss  talked  rae  over, ' 
and  a  kiss,  with  them  botües  of  wine,  seal» 
ed  the  hargain." 

"  What  a  reprobate  thou  hast  been,  Phe- 
lim !"  cried  Edgar. 

"  And  how  could  I  help  it,  your  ho- 
nour  ?"  rejoined  he;  "  havVt  1  been  sarving 

my 
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niy  time  to  it  these  fifteen  years  ?  firom  the 
colonel  to  the  drum-boy,  wam't  they  all 
thaves  in  that  anny?  Even  that  consul,  or 
what  is  he  ?— didn't  he  stale  the  very  king- 
doms  irom  under  theur  kings'  noses  ?  and 
make  hunself  at  home,  and  carry  off  their 
goods,  and  lay  on  bis  oontributions,  in  no 
better  a  way  nor  myself  ?  Why,  then  for 
murder— ^he  never  stuck  at  that  same ! 
Novv  faith,  your  honour,  I  never  did  that, 
sin-c ! — I  may  have  put  people  in  fear  of 
tlieir  life,  for  the  lucre  of  gain>  bat  I  couldf 
not  iver  take  the  life-blood  of  a  soul,  ex- 
cipt  in  difince  of  my  dear  silf,  when  at- 
tackcd  by  a  foe ! — ^bad  enough  am  I,  to  be. 
sure,  but  not  so  bad  as  that  neither,  vouc 
honour !" 

**  I  wish  to  believe  von,"  rejoined  Ed- 
gar; "  and,  since  the  wine  was  bought 
with  a  kiss,  I  will  venture  to  üiste  it." 

''  Why 
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«  Wßy  thin  do,"  said  Phelim,  "  and  na 
wrong  to  Judy.  Och !  ar'n't  1  an  Irish- 
man,  after  all  ?  and  the  swate  Iips  <rf  a  fe- 
male  niver  comea  amiss  to  that  same,  be 
she  i ver  so  büld  or  ugly ."" 

Edgat  now  äte  smd  drank  plentiftrlly ; 
and  the  sun  being  on  the  decline,  they 
again  proceeded  on  the  joumey,  througlr 

» 

a  most  intricate  part  of  the  forest,  resolv- 
ing  to  remain  perdu,  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  the  chatean,  tili  the  midnight 
hour  should  lull  the  guards  into  a  State  of 
security. 

Edgar's  spirits  were  more^  and  more^ 
elated,  as  they  drew  near  the  chateau ; 
and  Phelim  elimbed  a  tall  elm,  to  ascertain 
the  precise  Situation,  by  the  rays  of  tlie 
sunbeams,  which  he  knew  still  would  giye 
lustre  to  the  fane  that  yet  rose  gilded 
above  the  towers; 

He 
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He  dropped  a  stidc,  to  in&rm  Edgar 
that  be  had  caiigfat  view  of  bis  objeci ; 
and,  ^s  soon  as  he  came  down,  tbe  horse 
was  tiad  to  a  tree,  and  Üxey  disposed  them- 
selves  pretty  comfortably — ^Edgar  in  form* 
Jjig  plans  bow  to  sbelter  Amelia,  and  Pbe^ 
lim  in  building  Castles  in  the  bogs  of  Con* 
nafigbt»  tbat  sank  at  every  noise  that  rw^ 
Üed  near  ibem. 

H^laey  sometimes  spoke,  but  it  was  in  a 
whispei:,  for  Pbelim  eould  not  be  silent 
long—-"  Now,  your  honöur,"  eried  he; 
lowly,  "  did  you  iver,  in  all  your  travel, 
iver  see  a  spirit  ?  now,  troth,  you  have,  I 
dare  say ;  for  sure,  when  ivcry  tbing  is  jfcm 
qmet,  ibem  tbihgs  walk,  sure  moügh; 
and  I  niver  could  like  to  be  idle,  and  do- 
ing  noQ^t,  aboat  mid^ht,  ör  before 
cock-crpw.    8ure  I  niver  »ii^ded  hat^le  or 

blood. 
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Uood,  anyhow;  but  for  M&ing  sentry  at 

li?qiiet,  all  alone,  in  darkness,  ohone !   I 

« 

see  itiore  of  thim  spirits  than  iver  I  «ee  in 
my  life,  gramercy !  Sometimes  they  came 
«craming  and  shraking,  like  a  white  owl, 
and  »t  others,  in  the  flames  of  fire,  sitting 
on  the  point  of  my  bayonet,  WhifBing  all 
iX)und*— all  one  as  if  it  sat'upon  down,  your 
honour !  Oh  yes !  and— -but  I  would  not 
^care  you,  sir— only  don't  you  bear  no- 
thing?— there,  among  the  bushes  to  the 

lift,  and- rwhat's  that,  all  in  white,,  up 

against  yon  tree?  Pop!  there  now,  'tis 
vanishcd  ägain — perhaps,  now,  you  ,are 
not  gifted  to  see  ghosts  ?  If  you  were  born 
by  dayiight,  on  a  Sunday,  you  cannot  *see 
a  ghost.  By  the  powers  !  there's  that 
white  thing  again !— master,  jewel,  spake 
to  it !    I  am  no  coward,-  but  truth  is,  I&el 

a  little 
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Ti  little  afraid  of  what  comes  iiito  the  world, 
that  niver  was  bom,  bred,  or  begotten  any- 
faow,  you  know." 

**  It  is  the  moon,  Phelim,"  said  Edgar ; 
"  as  the  brancbes  wave,  it  gleäras  on  the 
trunk  of  the  tree.  Rouse,  man !  this  list- 
less  idleness,  tbis  tiresome  waiting  for  the 
lucky  moment,  unmans  us  both ! — I  wish 
sömethitig  'Would  appear — were  it  only  to 
•  amuse  us,  and  drive  away  ennui/' 

"  Ennui!"  repeated  Pheiim;  ^*  is  he 
kinsmanto  Beelzebub,  yourhonour?  I 
knew  the  wholekit  of  them,  whin  I  was 

« 

a  boy ;  but  a  souldier  is  apt,  d'ye  see,  to  for- 
git  bis  ould  acquaintance — ^and  so  it  is 
with  me,  and  the  good  dedication  father 
Blaney  thumped  into  me,  Phelim,  an* 
plase  you,  brave  .captain,^as  surely  you  very 
well  know." 

"  It  must  be  near  the  hour,"  said  Edgar, 

touching 
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touohii^  bis  repeater,  v/li^oh  be  li#d  con- 
tcealed  about  bim. 

Pbelim  began  to  jump-r*"  »Good  bidc  to 
tis  now5  and  no  die !"  exdabxied  be^  "  don't 
you  bear  tbe  great  dock  of  the  &iiies, 
.sounding  tbeir  bell  ?  Haw  are  yaur  foet; 
your  bonour  ?  belotys  jtbe  l^dy  must  ride^ 
and  may  be  we  may  lare  you  b^biad  in 
the  wood«  wbilemyself  xuns  »w^y  w\i^  ber 
to  a  safer  abode.'" 

^'  I  wiU  wade  in  my  ovna  blood^  to  de- 
Iverherr  cned  Edgar — ^'^  Adywwft  Pbe- 
lim !  tbe  bour  is  cQme-4ead  tbe  l{ovfe  an 
towmd  tbe  i^ler^-Love  and  Ain^  is  tbe 
wordr 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

SoON,  by  a  gleam  of  moonshine,  they  per- 
ceived  the  Castle  walls.  Phelim  tied  the 
horse^  white  Edgar  reeonnoitred  the  spot, 
described  aecurately  by  hitn.  The  dim 
light  butlittle  helpedhim,  as  the  branches» 

V 

except  wheri  moved  by  the  wind,  obscured 
the  pale!  queen  of  night  from  assisting  the 
lover's  yie WS  and  proj  ects. 

Phelim  soon  joined  hin^^  and  drew  him 
to  the  back  of  the  building,  where  the 
stones^  whxeh  bad  untowered  the  türret» 
afforded  a  roogh  staircase,  almost  to  the 
window  vAneve  the  lady  was  lodged.  Phe^ 
lim  wal»  up  kl  a  minute ;  Edgar  made  the 

voL,  I.  L  attempt. 
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attempt,  but  bis  swollen  feet  refused  tbeär 
assistance,  and  be  slid  back^  bringing  a 
heap  of  tbe  loosened  stones  with  bim,  to 
tbe  annoyance  of  bis  squire,  Pbelim,  who 
di'eaded  tbejioise  of  tbe  eonQussion. 

^  I  ^m  glad  you  are  laid  low,  for  that 
huU  you  are  after  making,"  ciied  be ;  "  I 
can  do  without  you  now— mark  tbe  eud 
of  it,  wbile  I  begin  at  tbe  beginiütig.  Misi^ 
horiey  !"  eontinued  he,  in  a  loud  whisper, 
wbile  be  stretcbed  bis  arm,  to  reach  tbe 
w^indow,  to  tap  at  it,  ^  here  am  I,  jewell 
won't  you  come  wid  me,  wben  I  come  to 
frae  you  ?  Stop  ja  bit — ^I  can  git  a  step 
bigber,  for  may  be  tbe  longest  kg  of  yoii 
wouldn't  reacb  bere  six  foot  frbm  you." 

Tbe  casement  was  instantly  opened,  and 
a  figure  waB  seen  at  tbe  Window  i  but  ishe 
4id  not  undej^tand  FbßUu^  y^t^  with  foM^ 

^d 
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ed  hands,  seemed  to  implore  his  assistance, 
and  pointed  to  iron  bars  that  crossed  thc 
window. 

"  Botheration  1"  exclaimed  Phelim,  ma- 
king  a  dash  to  grasp  the  iron.  In  this  he 
sacceeded ;  but  the  bar  loosened,  and,  had 

■ 

he  not  been  very  expert,  Phelim  and  the 
bar  would  have  come  down  together. 

The  lady  was  not  idle ;  for,  while  Phe- 
fim  was  regaining  his  footing,  she  put  her 
hand  out,  to  help  him  to  Ms  former  place. 
She  soon  Äsaigaged  the  loosened  bar,  and 
pusbing  her  body  through  thc  space,  Phe- 
lim, with  the  loss  of  half  her  clothes,  drag-^ 
ged  her  entirely  through  the  aperture,  and 
received  her  in  his  arms. 

She  düng  to  hlm  with  rapture,  as  her  de- 

liverer,  and  he  erieonraged  her  with  Icind 

-  «      ^  •  •     •  • 

W(»ds,  in  a  language  of  his  owri,  c^omposed 
öf  bad  Germän,  expressed  in  tnelHsh^ne. 

LS  Edgar, 
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Edgar,  smarting  from  the  Effects  of  bis 
fall,  still  stood  up  to  remve  his.  mistiess, 
aiid  fold  her  in  bis  arms — "  My  treasure, 
have  I  found  yqu  !"  cried  be,  taking  ber 

irom  Fbelim.  Iixvoluntarily  be  kissed  her 
forebead  and  her  cheejk,  and  meeting  no 
repulse,.  he  dared  to  pres$  the  lips  which 
before  jhe  beld  saqred. 

**  Ah,  now !"  cried  Phelim,  "  enough  of 
that,  for  the  pnsint !  Put  her  op  the  ba^t«^ 
wbUe  wei  fft  off  tbe  pr^iases.  I)qi)'t  hol- 
la, sure,;  tili  ypu're  out  of  tbe  woo^! 
Noise  eppugl^  have  we  mftd^  abready,:wid 
your  tjuqfibling, ,  and  bringing  thestones 
ß*ter  your-rso  be  off  wid  you,  or  the  whole 
guard  wUl  make  one  of  us,  and  murther 
will  be  tbe  ind  of  it>  at  best?!"  , 

Tbe  l^dy  made  no  ^qi^ples,  but  was 
inounted^  vjxsjcmüy.  .  iphelin^^  so  beni^tr 
cd,  co^I^not see bis, way ;  bctwbeit^ he led 

.    •  t        ^  »  .  J    -  .  r'  '  ''44 

the 


w> 
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the  animal  through  bush  and  briar,  at  all 
hazards,  to  avoid  the  place  they  had  left. 
The  moon  was  sei,  and  no  ray  to  guide 
them  was  left. 

V 

Edgar,  meanwhile,  walked  on  in  agony, 
koldiiig  by  the  stirrup  or  the  girths.  The 
lady  kept  a  profound  silence,  and  not  a 
sound  was  heard,  but  the  steps  of  the  horse, 
treading  down  the  bushes  that  obstructed 
his  progress.  ^ 

Unlike  the  lovers  in  romanoe,  Edgar's 
bodily  sufFerings  oceupied  his  mind.  His 
fall  had  bruised  him  severely  and  his  feet 
npw  were  so  swollen,  that  every  step  aug- 
mented  his  pains ;  a  groan  at  length  es- 
eaped  him,  which  Fhelim  heard,  and  he 
instantly  halted. 

Forgetting  the  imposed  silence,  he  ex- 
claimed — "  Ah,  now,  you  are  quite  foun- 
dered !  I  thought  yoa  could  not  hould  it ; 

L  S  myself 
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myself  is  sick  of  the  job ;  but  call  a  halt,  I 
say 9  tili  the  day  Springs,  for  de vil  a  foot  do 
I  know  where  Tm  lading  you,  but  for  the 

■ 

.  baste,  who  takes  bis  own  way,  which  is  re- 
markable.'" 

.,  Edgar  groaned  again.  and  sunk  amidst 
the  briars.  For  some  lime  he  was  insen- 
sible,  but  in  a  few  minutes  fouHd  bis  he^d 
in  a  female's  lap,  who*was>  nibbing  bis 
temples,  with  an  efibrt  to  restcH:e  llim.  A 
dawn  of  delight  appeared  to  rouse  Edgar — 
/'  My  Amelia !"  in  a  soft  whisper  escaped 
bis  Ups.  She  kissed  bi»  cbeek ;  wben  he 
added — **  I  am  <»ntent  to  die  tbis^  death  c^ 
büss  r 

In  another  moment  Phelim  approached 
— ^*  Ah,  now !  who  spakes  of  deitb  ?"  said 
he ;  "  ar'n't  we  within  a  stip  of  a  fine  soft 
$od,  like  a  bowling-grane  ?  The  baste 
scinted  it  out  nately-— and  there  I  lift  bim, 

to 
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tö  fake  a  snack,  while  I  com  to  teil  yeub 
about  it^  and  bring  you  out  of  this  hole; 
where  nt>  gleam  shews  how  dark  it  is. 
Pluck  your  courage  up,  now,  brave  cap- 
tain !  HaT'rft  you  got  the  cratur  you  made 
a  fout  about?  and  won't  that  eure  the 
wounds  you  got  in  saking  her  ?  oh  yes ! 
— thin  holst  up !  andy  if  yow  can't  walk, 
htfe  is  my  back,  riddy  to  carry  you  to  the 
grin  sod  lustfly.'* 

Edgar  was  hi  that  State/ so  indescribable 
— ^loth  to  quit  the  tender  support  of  his- 
,  adorable,  yet  fearful  of  detaining  het  in  so 
homd  a  place.  By  Phelim*s  help  he  got 
wfon  his  legs;  but,  when  erect,  had  no 
power  to  stir  them,  and  would  have  soon 
i^lapsed  into  recumbency,  had  not  the 
well-nerved  Irishman  twisted  him  round, 
and  carried  him  off  bodily  to  the  cleared 

li  4  plot;: 
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plot;  where  darkness  truly  became  viisible» 
from  dim  night,  which  shed  a  duU  gloom, 
just  to  «hew  her  entire  dominion  in  the 
wood. 

Here  it  was  determined  to  repose  tili 
the  dawn,  rather  thmn  be  exposed  to  total 
bewflderment  in  the  pathless  woods. 

Fhelim  was  asieep  in  five  minutes. 

Edgar  lay  stretched  at  his  lengtb,  hope- 
less  of  repose — ^while  the  lady  threw  her 
xnantle  over  her  head»  and  prepared  to  be 
oomfortable. 

"  My  Amelia,"  said  he, "  come  near  me ; 
let  me  at  least  hear  you  breathe.  I  am 
unworthy  to  be  your  lover,  unfortunate 
wretch  that  I  am  !  but  give  me  ypur  pity 
— and  remember,  that  all  my  &ufferings,  in 
mind  and  body,  are  originally  for  you," 

She  made  no  reply ;  but  stealing  towards 

a  bush, 
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» 

a  bush,  which  she  could  just  descry,  she 
crept  under  it,  in  order  tobe  sheltered  from 
immediate  siurprise. 

"  What  amiable  modesty  P*  thought  Ed- 
gar-^** Oh,  Amelia !  liow  blessed  shall  we 
be !  Yet,  where  can  I  hide  you  ?  or  how 
Support  yöu  from  actual  want  ?  Miserable 
is  thy  lot  f  but  I  must  not  think,  but  act. 
— ^Act !"  repeated  he ;  **  I  am  in  no  condL- 
tion  either  to  think  or  act ! — I  »hall  die, 
and  leave  thee  unprotected !'" 

A  deep  groan  escaped  him — ^Thought 
would  intrude-^and  thought  sncceeded 
thought,  tili  the  eastern  sky  bore  the 
streaks  of  daylight  Edgar  raised  bis 
head,  to  aseertain  fhat  comfort ;  wben, 
doubting  bis  eyesight,  he  perceived  twa 
nien,  not  fer  distant,  peepkig  from  behind 
the  tall  trees  df  the  forest  Their  ferociou» 
aspects,  and  their  dy  gait,  left  him  no 

L  5  doubt 
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doubt  of  their  profession.  He  drew  forth 
a  pistol,  and  sat  up,  prepared  for  an  attack, 
but  with  no  intent  to  make  one. 

They  seemed  to  pause,  and  hold  a  con- 
sultation. 

.  Edgai^  drew  out  bis  other  pistol,  and  laid 
it  near  its  fellow,  without  speaking. 

"  I  am  helpless,"  thou^t  Edgar,  "  but 
they  don't  know  that." 

The  villains  now  emerged  from  the  co^ 
vert.  One  of  them  spoke — "  What  are 
ye  ?"  Said  he,  "  and  why  are  ye  here  ? 
That  hor«e  is  none  of  yours — you  are  a 
robber,  and  have  kiUed  the  owner." 

The  voice  awoke  Phelim — "  Devil  a 
ibot  (rf  me  is  kilt,  if  it's  that  you  mane !" 
caied  he,  in  broken  French ;  **  and  if  you 
toudi  the  horse,  or  my  frind  there^  ye  shall 
niver  live  to  teil  it !  Why,  now,"  conti* 
nued  he,  rubbing.his  eyes,  "  sure,  if  it  was 

sun- 


— ^ 
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suniise,  I  should  see  Le  Febre,  and  my 
ould  canmrade  De  Bcmch^.  By  the  po- 
ker !  are  we  near  the  camp  ?  Good  luck 
to  US,  if  it  be  so ! — ^for,  d'ye  see,  we  have 
nm  away  with  a  lady  \  Wliat  have  ye," 
tuming  to  Edgar,  *^  done  witit  her,  cap^ 
tain  ?  sure  she  should  have  siept  in  your 
arms !  By  the  powers !  if  she  is  lost,  I 
won't  break  my  neck  a'ter  her  again,  any* 
how ! — ^nivertheless,  if  she  is  ofF,  give  U8 
house-room,  for  the  captainr  \»  bruised,.  wA 
baited,  and*  your  ladfes'  can  eure  hmi,  as* 
they  cured  yoiiywhin  you  got  stck  ofthat 
wound;  long  since.  But,  obone  for  the 
lady ! — sure  I  liked  the  fun!  To  be  sure^ 
the  swate  hug  she  gave  me,  in  bringing 
her  down — ^Judy  must  not  know  that,  any- 
hx)w  !^— but  say^  now,  won*t  you  give  us 
house-room  a  bit  ?  ah,,  aow,  I  know  you 
will — won't  you?  and  Pll  engage  he's  no 

L  fi  blabber^ 


228  THE  DESERTER, 

blabber.     I  say,  Le  Febre,"  Cöntinued 
Phelim,  in  a  whisper. . 

Fhelim  probably  thought  finesse  neces* 
«ary»  and,  as  he  wished  to  serve  Edgar 
•  faithfuUy,  he  niade  no  ceremony  in  the 
point  of  truth,  but  spontaneously  told  the 
robber  he  had  brought  him  a  recruit,  whom 
^  could  an^wer  for — ^having  known  him 
a  long  time.  That  he  had  gamed  away  bis 
property,  and  completed  bis  ruin  by  steal- 
ing  off  with  a  nobleman's  wife. 

The  falsity  was  so  plausible,  that  Le 
Febre  had  no  doubts ;  and  instantly  he 
endeavoured  to  put  on  the  gentieman. 
Laying  by  bis  pietol»  he  approached  Edgar» 
IKEid  with  awkward  politeness,  invited  him 
to  their  caqap; 

Shocked  at  such  associates,  Edgar  bow- 
ed  silently»  and  appeared  lost  in  thought ; 
lus  reflections  were  sad  and  bitter — yet 

4 

there 


-^-^ 
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tfaere  seemed  no  alternative.  To  hide 
Amelia  from  her  pursuers  was  most  de^ 
fiirable — ^what  other  asylum  was  open  to 
her  ?  To  have  her  tom  from  him,  who  was 
rendered  incapable  of  defimding  her — to 
hear  her  screams — ^to  witness  the  taunts  of 
her  guards,  would  be  agony :  the  idea  waii 
next  to  madness,  and,  in  an  exoess  at  those 
antidpated  evils,  he  called  to  Fhelim,  say- 
ing — "  I  have  no  resource — thy  fidelity 
is  my  sole  reliance— be  honest»  and  I  ani 
safe  r 

"  What  is  this  eonsultation  ?**  said  the 
suspicious  Le  Febre. 

"  önly  about  the  horse,'*  replied  Phelim. 
"  Don't  you  see  the  sign'  of  the  pettiooat, 
there,  hid  under  the  bush  ?  Now,  as  we 
are  the  gay  gallants,  the  female  must  ride ; 
and  the  poor  wounded  soul  cannot  walk, 
fbr  the  foot  of  him,  bping  as  ill  consorted 

in 
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in  the  marching  way  as  a  private  nobleman 
need  to  be.  Ah,  now,  I^e  Febre,  if  yoiir 
nag  is  near,  in  the  wood,  lend  the  loan  of 
him  to  a  frind  in  distress,  and  lit  your 
bowels  yeam  to  him,  as  much  as  they  can." 
Le  Febre  went  off  si:dlenly,  for  the 
horses  were  near ;  and,  in  the  interval,  the 
gentle  voice  of  Edgar  roused  his  beloved.. 

More  closely,  as  she  heard  ike  stnangers-, 
did  she  draw  her  mantle  over  her  head ; 
and,  as  the  sun  was  now  risen,  Phelim  put 
her  again  on  the  horse,  that  nothing  should 
detain  them,  when  Le  Febrcf  dhould  re-^ 
tum. 

Edgar  was  charmed  with  so  much  mo- 
desty  as.  his  Amelia  displayed.  His  eyes 
tought  hers  withanxiety — bat  even  tö  hinr 
she  denied  one  glänce. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


WiTH  diffieulty  w^s  Edgar  placed  on  tht 
horse^— nor  oould  he  have  retained  his  seat, 
had  not  De  Bauchig  held  him,  as  the  other 
led  the  horse. 

In  half-an-hour,  by  sundry  mazes,  they 
ärrived  at  the  camp,,  which  owed  the  name 
they  had  given  it  to  the  large  white  stones, 
of  uncommon  magnitude,  that  appeared 
bnce  to  have  been  consecrated  aß  parts  of 
a  church.  These  scattered  remains  spread 
over  a  füll  acre  of  ground,  but  -  no  house, 
nor  building,  had  the  ingennity  of  man 
raised  upon  the  once  sacred  scite  of  truth 
or  superstition. 

The  party  halted ;  and  the  two  robbers 

now 
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now  swore  Edgar,  most  awfully,  and  with 
dreadflil  oaths,  that  nothing  should  force 
him  to  discover  their  horde. 

To  this  he  instantly  acoeded ;  for,  how- 
ever  villanous  their  course,  he  was  grateful 
for  thdr  hospitality»  whatever  was  the 
cause.  Howbeit,  for  their  better  seeurity, 
they  took  him  firom  the  horse»  and  blind«»' 
folded  him  immediately. 

Edgar  instantly  called  to  Fhelim,  in 
English,  s&ying-^"  I  trust  in  you  ;  forget 
not  your  promises^  and  guard  Amelia  front 
insult  or  outrage." 

"  Faith,  and  you  may  tnist  in  that 
same !"  rejoined  he ;  **  I  am  not  the  rogue 
you  foun4  me,  anyhow;  and  as  for  the 
swate  cratur,  sure  she  is  nowhere  better> 
bekays  them  kdies  within  kape  the  kids 
under,  som  how — as  they  say,  hinpicked." 

In  füll  assuranoe  that  Edgar  would  be- 

come 
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oome  a  brigand,  the  feUows  were  more'  ci« 
vil,  and  made  excuses  for  covering  bis  eyes. 
He  made  no  resistance,  and  fdt  them  bear 
him  under  each  ami  a  shoit  distance.  But 
the  lady,  before  PbeUm  hoodwinked  ber 
eyeSf  saw  tbe  robbers  nuse  a  long  and  wide 
ntone,  which  discovered  sucb  a  chasm,  as 
quite  aj^palled  and  shocked  her  sight  She 
sbrieked,  again  and  again,  loudly;  and 
Edgar,  no  longer  able  to  realst  her  cries, 
tore  the  bandage  firom  bis  eyes,.  and  looked 
towards  her.  But»  vnth  amaasement,  he 
considered  her  &ce,  and  (as  he  tfaought 
bewildered  by  the  light)  gazed  upon  ha* 
wildly— ***  Ameha !"  cried  he,  in  a  tone  of 
horror,  "  speak  to  me !  Oh  I  am  mad  1  I 
don't  know  my  love— I  am  distraeted  T 

Le  Febre  now  advanced — "  Why,  sure^ 
is  it  possible?  is  it  you,  Dorothea?"  said 
he — "  Has  he  discarded  you  ?  a  dog !  or 

have 
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häve  you  been  such  a  fool  to  change  your 
lover?" 

"  CKh  no,  broCher !"  she  r^lied,  **  he  wasr 
all  kindness ;  but  bis  cruel  fkther  kidnap- 
ped  me,  robbed  me  of  my  fine  jewels,  ancf 
shut  me  up,  to  half-starve  me,  in  aruin  on^ 
this  forest.  Why  these  gentlemen  rescüed 
me,  I  know  not ;  but,*  kn^wing  how  the 
count  loved  me,  i  oonduded  he  had  learnt 
my  sad  fate,  and  was  come  to  rescue  me : 
nor  did  I,  tili  that  man,"  pointing  to  Ed- 
g^,  ^^  received  me,  find  out  my  mistake. 
Glad,  at  all  events,  to  get  away,  I  rejoieed 
in  the  blunder;  höjHng  that,  as  he  had: 
lost  bis  mistress,  and  I  my  lover,.  we  might 
agree  to  comfört  eaeh  other,  until  we  sAouIil 
better  our  fate,  or  link  it  more  closely  by 
love's  tender  bonds." 

Edgar  could  not  have  treated  any  one- 
uzikindly^   but,^^  barring,  tlie  disappoint- 

meni^ 
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ment  in  the  wish  of  his  heart,*the  bold 
assurance  of  Dorothea^  her  acknowledg^ 
u^nt  of  her  frailty,  and  the  unblushing 
iook  with  which  she  offered  him  herself^ 
sickened  him  at  once;  he  only  said—«^ 
V  Carry  ine  tp  some  retreat,  where  I  may 
Ve  quiet  and  alone." 

*^  Oh!"  sa^d  Dorothea,  '^  I  am  sure  \ 
clon'twantapoormanfsfevours!  my  bro- 
ther  will  protect  me,  tili  I  find  my  way  to^ 
France.  I  am  young-^nd  I  know  I  aniM 
top  pretty  tp  want  a  lover  long." 

Edgas  now  desoended  a  long  passage^ 
far  undtr  ground ;  but  the  shoek  had  over- 
powered  him — ^he  was  incapable  of  obser-« 
vation — disappointm^nt  augmented  his; 
sufferings,  and  he  was^Iaid  on  a  bed;  near 
which  hmig  ä  lamp,  ihe  only  light  that 
could  enter  the  room. 

V{h2±  befel  him,  for  many  days,  lie 

never 
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never  knew;  lie  seemed  to  awake  fimn  s 
kng  dieaiD,  after  a  ftrtniglif  s  lapee,  atid 
Ins  fintsensatioii  was  thatof  hinter.  Ed- 
gar  spoke,  bot  hia  iraioe  was  low,  and  ooidd 
notbeheaid.  He next attaoapted to ris^ 
bat  fön  bad^  on  bis  piflow.  Tbe  faump 
was  iinbang  fiom  tbe  oeiliii^  and  was 
plaoed  OQ  a  taU^  near  tbe  bed ;  a  bettle 
was  near  it^  and  a  scMTt  of  oake,  partly  cram- 
Ued,  seemed  ddidoos  to  Edgar's  view. 
Ckeedify  be  sbetcbed  bis  arm  to  reach  it, 
and  foond  it  good.  Tbiist  sacoeeded  bnn- 
geri  be  contrived  to  obtain  tbe  botü^  and 
did  justice  to  tbe  contmts»  for  it  was  veiy 
good.  Tbe  power  of  tbinking  became 
luUed  to  sleqp,  and  anotber  day^  was  all 
oblivion. 

The  Toice  of  a  female  roused  Edgar  from 
bis  trance ;  she  spoke  kindly,  and  inquired 
if  be  would  take  soup,  or  solids?    The 

soup 


.r^ 
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V 

soup  she  had  brought,  in  a  basin,  to  th^ 

bedside. 

"  Some  one  is  very  compassionate,"  cried 

Edgar :   '*  Is  it  still  night  ?  will  it  never 

bed^yP'l 

JSa  r  rejoined  she,  in  vulgär  French ; 

who  cares  for  daylight  ?  Get  well,  and 
you  shall  see  light  enough.  Come,.  try 
yaur  istr^igth ;  get  up^  and  come  among 
^$-^Mre  will  sljew  ypu  the  joy  of  freed^m 
and  pleasure." 

^Stjalll^e free ?"cijyed Edgar.     .    . 

".  Assuredly !"  replied  she ;  "  Le  Febij? 
has  got  a.horse  for  you;  but  I  think  yo^ 
afe  toQ  w^ak  y  et  fw  a  jpb  on  the  for^f 

"  TV;hsre  is  Phelim?"  a^d  Edgar,  to  tum 
the  subject ;  ^^  he  will  help  me  to  put  bn 

my  dothqsv   . 

**  You  are  mighty  nice,"  rejoined.  shej 

^  ,bui;,.Kf  I  Jiave  been.j^Qur  nurse  all  al<^g> 

while 
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whae  you  were  crazy,  I  won't  be  despised, 
now  you  are  sound  in  mind.  As  for  Phe- 
Bm,  he  is  on  forlough,  towards  the  coast, 
to  escort  his  wife  and  family,  who  hamper- 
cd  him  sadly  in  the  profession.  But,  come, 
let  me  be  your  valet ;  for  the  lads  are  out, 
and  Loda  don't  care  about  any  one  but 
Bouchd** 

"  Have  I  been  ddhious  ?**  said  Edgar-— 
'*  How  long  have  I  been  a  bürden  on  your 
kindness  ?** 

"  Not  a  bürden,"  eried'  she  good-hu- 

r 

mouredly ;  "  but  you  have  been  three 
weeks  in  our  camp.  The  fever,  I  supppse, 
left  you  when  I  thought  you  dead.  On 
my  retiring,  I  left  something  near  you,  in 
case  you  might  revivcs— and,  seel  Ihave 
got  a  new  man  again,  when  I  had  givcn 
you  up. 
iBdgar  grew  quite  distiuiied ;  Ms  leave 

of 
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<of  absence  was  nearly  out»  and  he  saw  no 
means  of  escape.  What  might  be  the  fate 
of  Amelia»  in  this  lapse  of  time,  nearly 
drove  him  to  despab ;  he  rose»  heedless  of 
•hiB  attendant»  but»  before  be  was  dressed, 
iainted  in  tfae  attempt.  Her  cares  soon  re- 
jcovered  him»  but  he  begged  her  tb  leave  him 
to  quiet  and  repose. 

Eor  some  tin^e  Edgar's  tboughts  were 
turbukaf  and  uncöntrollaibie.  The  cBifi- 
<»Ities  that  oppoeed  him  appeared  terribie 
'-«^  violent  agitation  sfaoipk  bis  whole  frame 
*— -spasms  twitched  bis  feet  and  bands— ^ 
and  a  shrtek  escaped  him  involuntarily. 
These  fHghtfiil  affecdons  wrought  up  thcir 
own  ciiäs,  by  a  «udden  burst  of  tears*-^ 
Edgar  wtept  a  torrent ;  the  Sensation  was 
new  and'uÄcommon — lie  did  not  check  iti 
for  he  fdt  relieved,  attfiongh  exhausted; 

and 
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and  dropped  infi^isibly  into  a  quiet  and 
calm  repose. 

Whether  it  was  day  or  night,  Edgar 
knew  not,  when  he  awoke,  biit  he  feit  re- 
freshed  and  stronger.  He  peroetved  his 
table  had  been  replenififaed,  and  his  lamp 
renewed,  tberefore  conduded  he  was  left 
for  the  night.  A  strong  desite  to  reeon- 
nmtre  the  abjode  sdzed  his  mind;  escape 
was  thö  object  of  his  thoughtfr^^^how  to  e£- 
fe^  it.was  the  aid,  and  obsewation  alooe 
<o\xld  prodttce  a  du&  to  gutde .  faim  in .  his 
design.  '  ^ 

These  ideas  gave  strength  to  his.  body 
^depergy  to  I^s  mind;  he  left  Ins  bed, 
dcank  some  wine^  and  put  his  dothes  on> 
then  took  the  l^mp  in  his  hwd,  to  find 
the  door  oS  his  Chamber.  The  extent 
^ppeaied  boon^tos ;  and  the  lighf  being 

feeble, 


-^ 
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fkeble,  lie  cötild  nat  see  ito  terminalloiiy 
Imt  crept  e^owly,  in  a  straght  line,  to  fiiMi 
4t  wall  to  direct  him. 

At  length  Edgar  touched  sometliing  of 
an  uneren  surfaee,  and  raising  the  lamp 
gradnally  higher,  to  his  utmost  readi,  he 
perceived  a  ränge  öf  cofflns,  pil^  on  eadi 
other,  fiirther  than  he  could  possibly  des- 

m 

A  feellng  (MTdisgust  mnAe  him  shiidder^ 
«and  the  fatigue  of  Ins  researdhes  eaused 
him  to  tum,  and  lean  hk  bade,  for  sup** 
pdrt,  agsdnst  the  boufldary  of  his  room. 
Time,  that  mirelentittg  devourer,  hadiso 
preyed  on  these  moital  receptades,  that 
Edgar*s  weight  and  pressure  i^educed  one 
of  them  to  dust,  and  he  snnk  in  upon  the 
onfy  remains  of  a  human  bodjr,  the  skele* 
ton  of  söme  andent  noble.  Ifis  struggle 
to  get  out  was  more  iinfi)ttunate,  for  the 

TOL.  3L  M  .    wholf 
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whole  pile  abovie  tum  erumUed .  ttt  <iiicet 

and  a  mass  of  bouefli,  and  pulveiized  atoms^ 

« 

came  rattißng  over  hi$  head,  thrfiatening 
destruction  and  death. 

Edgar  now  gave  bimselJ^  up ;  but  a$  foiv 
tune  seldom  dosertä  a  hero,  he,  by  cfaancev 
a$  he  £>itud  iunnelf  sonKing,  itum^d  bis 
IpoR^y,  to  catch  the  falfing  lamp ;  bj  whicb 
effort  his  face  was  near  the  ground^  and 
the*  band  tbat  sDught  the  lamp  unburi^ 
The  light  wüs  «extioiguished,  but  the  hapd 
was  not  idle-— it  kept  the  mouih  &ee  fram 
dust,  wbile  the  heap  was  faUing ;  and» 
vhen.the  cnish  had  ceased»  scrambled  hard 
to  ^xtricate  its  brother  membars  fitna  de.- 
sae^ding  min. 

Edgar  f^as  so  fatigued,  thaf;  he jee^d  to 
stru^e^.be  Jay»  immersed  in^  human 
iiaginents,  jnongUng  the  living  with  the 

dea^  ladien  a  suddi»  light  raised  bis  hope«, 

and 


find  a  voice  like  thunder,  accompanled  by 
Strange  oattbs,  oalled  out — **  Wbere  are 
70a?  what  hatve  yau  been  aboat  ?  Have 
you  raised  the  devil,  in  a  shower.  of  dust?' 
Holoa!  I  «ay— where  are  you?** 

Tlie  blazing  torch  wfaich  Le  Febre^held 
soon  made  the  diacoveiy ;  he  «tumbled 
aver  bones  and^seuUs,  laughing  and  sweaf- 
ing  alt»?nately :  at.length  he  ran  off,  call- 
ing  aloud  to  bis  iriends,  to  get  up  and  yiew 
this  wfaiinsical  eatastiopha 
.  Littleeeremonyattendedthisleve^astfae 
whole  of  the  society  asdembled  ina  xnnuteK^ 
and  peals  of  laugkter  rang  the  vaidt.  l%e 
wcnnen  w^re  first  to  diaaaigage  Edgar,  and 
shake  his  garments  fipom  the  moMy  fiith. 

With  some  in^gaation^iie  reprdadied  Le 
Febre  for  putting  him,  tiving,  into  a  tomb^. 
ivfam  he  was  nnd^r  the  auifeiings  of  a  ra- 

M  a  ging 
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to  decide  <m  her  iuture  estaUidiitient  ixi 
herownway.  n 

^  Sbe  is  a  wöman  of  talents;''  oontinued 
LeFebre— "  I  have  no  fears  for  her:  yoii 
did  wiong,  captaki,  to  refuse  her  offer». 
She  has  the  true  spirit  of  enterprise,  and 
^öuld  have  served  you  as  aid-du-^camp 
when  you  headed  our  troop." 

"  I  api  &tigued»"  said  Edgar ;  "  leaxe 
me  to  rest.*' 

The  imposing  tone  in  Mr}üch  he  spoke 
appeared  to  awe  the  brigands— one  by 
one  they  stole  off»  and  he  once  mote 
found  reUef  from  hür  ovm  xeflections. 
Some  tlight  bmises  made  him  &el  the 
mf^ik%  adventure»  but  the  daims  of  love 
and  liberty  ropen eded  pain,  «id  he  rc- 
solved,  if  possible,  to  obtain  both. 

In  a  few  hours  he  got  up,.  and  having 

noted 
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llöied  tfte  point  where  they  entered^  Ikc^ 
taÄ  no  dÜBeulty  in  qüitting  the  vault; 
but  instettl  of  finding  a  passage,  he  en« 
tered  a  simitar  ^mber  to  the  one  he 
hüi  e^ually  disptial,  and  of  gfeat  extexA. 
£d^  had  had  enough  of  explofing  i  he 
therefote  called  doad,  su^posmg  echo  at 
least  would  befriend  him :  he  was  not 
%Tong— some  one  fepUed,  and  a  door 
opcfned;  throagh  this  he  thought  he  saw 
atreaks  of  dayhght  shine  on  a  dark  wail^ 
and  the  efiect  was  that  of  joy  and  pleaw 
snre ;  he  forced  his  feeble  stepa  into  exer» 
tion,  and  was  met  by  his  nurse,  who  waa 
delfgbted  to  see  hinr  r  somethkig  like  gra- 
titode  impelled  a  kind  answer;  and  as' 
he  traeed  the  daylight  to  its  scmrce»  the 
impulse  befamed  from  his  eyes  on  hei^, 
and  left  her  to  make  her  own  construc* 
tion..  She  led  Edgar  od  tili  they  were 

m4  again 
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^i^in  m  darkneas ;  biit  as  «fae  opeited  » 
theglooD». 

are  not  xmt^  but  «jojr  pien<y.~'Lod$^'' 
ndded  4»h^  ''  Salute  thie.  (^^  r  tfaen 
turnihg  to  £dgiir^  wkh  ä  lnugfa^  nhe  eoil* 
tinued-!^"  iSRe  bdongs  to  BöutiiM.'^ 

£dg9r  feit  obliged  to  tpudi  h^r  ^i^^ 
tliai  i£iqmred.for  the  men^  m  he  dfd  iu>t 
see  theiD.  He  leamt  that  they  went  eaiiy 
al»road  that^day,  and  would  r^tvim  late, 
as  t^y  were  stationed  to  interciq>t.  trar 
veUers  on  tbe  way^  to  an  fair; 

Wiäi  a  seit  of  honsn"  Edgar  Aid--»« 
^  WiU  thcy  marder  ^19  well  aa  vob  t^e^ 
pessengers  thejr  adsaiL?'* 

^  I  never  ask  tliat  qnbestion/'  Said  Bpa^ 
trice»  partl;:--*^^  We  get  tbe  spoil»  thafs- 
WOiigk  1  but  dojkie,  take  ;jrour  biieakfast--r^ 
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bere  i$  vitfiety ;  bat  oor.  suppers  aje  ihr 
best,  becftUfe  tfaey  9re  hqt ;  we  dQn't  mako. 
firas  in  tbe  ^jüvae,  k$t  tll6  smoj^e  xmght 
betniy  our  retrefit" 

TUb  vault  Mfl^mfakd  tltts  others;  bat äi 
the  extremity  was  a  bomdcd  pbee  fot 
tfaon^  in  use-^it  was  a  ptikoi  repcNpitcay» 
la  which  nothing  i^eemed  wanting;  aQd 
the  \nmmlsjBpt it  dean  and  neat»  bdng 
a  sorti^  4KCUpatkHi  to  amuse  themid¥d8 
with« 

"  Don't  you  hate  the  life  yciii  lead  m 
this'  gkxriqy  subttrcaniaan?  Thia.  once 
k^fy  jiaae  ^esam  ta  reraüid  ixe  of  priests 
Ami  Ibe  {»repanitloti  fibr  anoä^  -WiiM^ 
wkend  tne  limM  lü  account  for  our  niM  o^it 

*  Do  ^t,ydw  teesÄ,  an*  dorft  fHgftteö 
me,"   cried  >  Beatriee. — She  paused,  tbe» 

addlei^'^  Wliy  üd  j^  vvluooteer'  ki  4iu» 

M  5  servicefe 
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Service,  if  jfM^  did  not  like  the  tfadn?^ 
Out  upon  your  mummery!  Yöu  are,  V 
believe,  a  monk»  jücrt  iii  your  novieiate»; 
and  sinoe  the  convents  are  suppressed^ 
ohoose  the  only  altematiyeN-i^rather  to  rob. 
ÜiBXiwoAor  heg.*"  - 

Edjgar,  seeing  Ikst  fio^^complet^&arden«^ 
ed,  aSected  to  laugK  and  raUy  her  in: 
tinm'*«-ate*heartily».afid  then.  hegged  she 
would  shew  him  tiie. exten t  oS  the^do^ 
main,  as  exercise  would  strengthen  hisr 
>yiB£ä£:£raine^   . 

£dgar^  joke  appeaved-  to  jdiease.  her; 
and,  coiisidering  him  b3^  tiietr  future  dKp^* 
t»&^stie  coiQi^ied  with  lu»  requeal,  anii 
^wiiig  bis^  Bxxa:  wi^hjb  l^  öwn^.  sli^ 
bade  Loda  take  a  torch,  änd  she  woi^d 
fupport*  tfaa  invaiid  m  ib»  glopmy  ex- 
«AirBion,. 
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rays.  of  ligbt»  through  fissures  which  time 
and  the  rain  had  ixiade.  Edgar  ÜM.  syr« 
prised  th^t  thes^  erack$  had  not  been,mfindn 
ed  by.such  cstperienced  vilkins;  but.^a 
they  weve  sirch  4$  only  to  adnüt  the 
ligbt,  nobody  oould  soe.  throifgh  Ütefa  oa 
tlie  outside»  and^  stränge  as  it  apgeaxedff 
nothiag  had  heea  don^  to  repak^th^n^ 
Edgarr  nbted  ;them  wmt  ^6xac0y,  ^  iii  tbe 
hope  tbey-  Diiight  pre^^  \i9^1«  «otic^y«^ 
i»g.  tbat  9  small  exertioti  wovld  e&tj^Dcl 
tbe  grsM^k  tp  a  bple  sufite^Htly  brge 

£i^5i^  %I^]7  at  tbe  a>BGeKt<.  He  coukl 
QQt  Iqpig  ff^y  it,  a»  Lqda  {««kMI  m 
to  another  cbmuber,  itikt  Beatpce  dqigged 
bim  ff>r!Hrard'  witii  .9  itsong  arin.  Tbey 
next  enteied  ^^the  cb^mber  ^  spoiI$:V 
a  mpsft  carioi}^^:  and  betevogeneptits  niix*: 
tttie,  of  rip^et  caiigbt  Efjgmr^a  eye^  but 

M6  filted 
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fiDed  Ms  mind  witb  honw  and  fiq^ost? 
the  diq^lflrf  beoomiiig  «ppalling,  wlien 
censideBed  a»  cfituMdi  bjr  tue  fio&it  oC 
kumiiitv,  hdiK)ün  wd  hentstf.  He 
tumed  from  the  place  hadtilf »  wheii  tftey 
][nroeeeded  fx^  a  vautt  pandlel  to  bis,  urhere 
two  Beds.  Ikatidsofnelj  done  up,  pio^^ 
that  form  and  eeremony  weie  sei  afi 
«oAght,  bf  tlie  i|Qaf  tctto  tluit  cccitpied: 
tKib  d^hnifedrf^  £^^ir%  rootn  belofiged 
io  FhdiiKi  ii)  tnstii^  wiio^  fiir  eoAvenkiiee, 
«n  emecgehef  used  to  deeplit  tbe  campi 
fidgar  wa^  gfanf  «s^  pasa  it  ^y  i»  ki^ 
toor of inbpe<9tlo^, «s tile  ü^eätiTtte  plaM 
ahtea%  feies^alBelkt^ul^ta  liM.  vT^ 
jke  |^rM$edted^1x^4Me  1^^  ¥AdFe  lie  «oa^ 
atMit  ligbt  waa  I^^  6iam«gj  Wid  twd  c#^ 
flitee  lioi^ä^  wafe  tliatnping^  ^lÄ^  foodl 
FMm  «he  stal^^^e'a  g^^ 
iÄHüjLtslst  feet  iiju  heigtt^VHeh'ledHtallie^ 

^'  **  opening;. 
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ofeiiiiig  above:  this  poMige  wfts  long^. 
«nd  naoow  bowards  the  extremity»  ter* 
minating  in  tiie  large  Wide  dBb  of  mar^- 
ble^  wbieh  sbut  in  the  whole  of  tibe  mb^ 
tßvnukBm  hy  secsret  sjprings,  known  <&äy 
tD  ^e  fetr  of  iM  present  ^litabitafits. 


I  •  ' 


CHAPTER  XXX 


r  • 

.  •  ,  '  "  .   .  .       l  . 


Ä*tfe*  fidgar-  Tetiwied  tb  the  ri^feetoryi, 
hefeK  nrach  fatigtied^and  fhrownig  Üiiii^ 
seif  o»  some  straw  m  a  Corner,  he  wäsr 
Äoon  Imi  in  a^  walcing  ifrdafh.  Üe  closed' 
his  e;^es-  a»  if '  ne  dept;  aiM  tae  wömeA' 
kft  him  in  quifit.'  His  ifrst  Mea  Wia*; 
Aineü»^*fe  riext  ttiät'dTfiis  i'^hient — 
ki  three  day*;  if  htr  dM  not  appeät,  he 
tiroüM  be^  bitfke  ot  snsj^d^ä :  l^e  ishuSt 
*»  dered 
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dered  at  the  thought,  and  resolved^  to 
attempt  an  escape»  even  in  despite  of  his 
weakness  or  small  höpe.of  suoeea».  That 
very  night  Edgar  r^solved  to  inake  tide 
trial»  Uttle  tnisting  in  himself,  but  in  some 
Ibrtuitous  circumsüaioe  that  mig]it  pos^ 
sibly  occur^  to  psomote  bis.  sucoess. — 
Elated  with  bis  detennination».  bis  ^irits 
revived,  and  be  apolb^^ze£  most  politeljr 
Ibr  baving  dared  ta  sTeep;  m  such  good 
eompany ;  and  tbey^  ouljr  accustomed  to 
brutal .  treatment,.  duly  appseipiat^  ;Wb9t 
iew  can  Fe9i9t«^gentIenes&o£  mauneK  witb 
unaffecCed  ^aoe*. 

For  want  of  a>nYer$atiqn,.£^^,a$^ 
tbe  bistory  pf  eußh,  and  wby  th^y.bad 
prefetred  such  gloemy  retirement  ? 

Both  the  fadies  laug][ied.  at  onp^;  aiid: 

Beatrifee.  said^— "  They  Mrere  nevjca:^  dul)^ 

■  w^ 
9a  every  piontb  they  w^re  a^pwjed  a 

wedt 
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week  of  recreation,  seldom  going  twice 
to  tiie  same  place,  and  spending  as  mucb 
money  as  they  poanbly  oould  tfarowaway; 
on  what  they  considevtd  the  nepletion^ofT 

Bach  histbry  iiras  so  long»  aad  so'  disp- 
^stin^  pnifligate»  as  to.  weäryrout  the* 
Warer;.  A t  loiiglh  tfae  herbes'  feet  sound»^ 
od.thejretwiiDof  tbe  FoUbers.-^Tbey  oamqr 
bnurs  B^bmr  Ütsax  tibey  i  Mrete  expec^i* 
haVing.met>wmi  a  disfeat,  iu  ithidi/botli^ 
were  wcmiid^,  iimi^  not  ^ual  tom^bi^ 
eitliar  o€  than,  d^s!(^>  Im^  Ibe  piinisli-» 
m^t  met  the  i»tFQci|;y  of  their  r^rio^s 
•r^ths,  :and  tovcs.  of  vei^eai^e,.>;m^ 
thrpjwgh  tbe  vaults»  as  they  liinp^  for^ 
ward  witii  paiQ ;;  their  c^i^s*  oa  Fhpfim 
WjQpe  diffus»  ibr  oi^tttayiog;  hia  tixoe^ 
faofBi'ihey  iwst  an  evil  ^e  pn^  Edgpr*  ^ 
hi«  üuibifi^  to  joiD  and  augm^en^;:  tb^ 
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gang«  The  fkeüiess  of  thmc  botsesr»  m4 
thß  muECB  af  tboit.  loute»  had  tU»  <M)ee 
sayedthem.  Tiiey  bäd  attacUed  a  wi^<« 
gon  on  its  road  to  Ibe  .fair,  ricMy^lad^n 
with  silks  and  carpets;  one  mm  aind  a 
bo)r  cfidy  appeared  to  goaard  il>^tlie  tch- 
heiHB  dEathed  ffom  tbe  thidkest  part  of  tfae* 
wocudsy  and  the  attack  trag  ihüous^  fauü 
tliii  aBiSidlants  becMoe  amaieedf  wlteR  tfare» 
naei^  ecmceakd  aioMg^  UtegoofdER,  itsiet^ 
«diip^readyiimi^d^ltf  rdccivethem;,  Th^ 
iotibet^  wh(tded  imtsmüf  to  mgekiüie 

jr^eiired  a  baH  in  hi^left  «(höuMcfr,  iödM  W 
SVbre  one  in  tfie  calf  of  hi»  teg-^paiiö  ftff 
i  iöHiute  maide  theii*  b(*h  uirtteaiy,  but 
W&en  äifey  söw  «Wo  of  thö  gti«l?d  ttlfe-ö«^ 


•»  • 
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mi  that  thate  tniih  irere  tsttöhg,  and 
pitobiMy  xised  to  the  saddie  for  the  liSaa 
pui^xKief  .fiear  gmte  the  robben  wingi,  atid» 
Übe  h^tw^  tbcy  darted  tfafough  tlkr 
thii^ert  ef  the.Tmod,  and  winfing  their 
way  ta  deceive  their  piissuets,  liucoeeded- 
fitia%  in  ralehiag  kmne^ 

These  two  hariKunaiisr  aow  dreised  ^aiü* 
ötfaers"  Ttounds — Böircfiä  had  <moe  heet^ 
uid^Jmurgiejt  rsr  the  French  army,  aiuü 
had  be^i  broke  fiar  neglect  of  duty. 

Edgar  loOked  on  with  complete  hocDOiv. 
at  the  btutaiity  in  wbidi  tibese  ereätürea 
(termedi  human)  wrought  upon  eacb: 
othepft'  wotinds,  drmldng  strong  wifie  dar« 
ing  the  Operation,  lest .  pain  im^hi  makie 
tbam  slirink  under  hodily  rall^ng,  andi 
diiscover  they  were  notdemons  but  men. 

Neady  intoxicated  they  went  ta  \^A^ 
and  while  the  women  weüe  s^tenduig 

thenciK 
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them,  Edgar  teok  ar  torch»  and  teecm^ 
Roitred  the  plaee  tllraugh  whicii  htf 
hoped  to  eseape.  Oiie  touchr  suffioed  Uk 
raise  bis  heari~lavge.eramble8>  inataiitly 
roUed  upon  his  fest,  and  he  humed  back 
Ib]^  fisar  of  defcectkm>        • 

Scaroefy wais  he  leieafead tluotiBeatmäf 
entered,  her  a^ecfc  dbudf  ^  nid;  her  &ce 
red  as  8carlel^-M^'  I  hate  that  ugfy  bnite;^ 
cried  she ;  '^  I  h^e  he;  will  die  of  it-^ 
ÜiSit  I  do,  firom  my.  heart.— *You  are  sd 

poKte,  c&ptidtir  added  »her  brightenmg^ 
up ;  **  so  winnidg  in  your  ways  L  I  can't 
abide  hsm--«wfaen:yoa  take  the  commaBd, 
8ha&*t  I  he  y<mr  maid,  captaia?  I  know 
what  I  knowf  I  bave  a  tnind  to  de^ 
nounce  hi(n--*a  vulgär  thief !  but  I  won'fe 
while  you  sfeay,  dear  coptain,** 
.  •*  Lovely  Beatrice,'*  rejomed  Edgar,. 
^  when  I  conmand  the  troop,  yoa  shaft 

reign 
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reign  quemi  here,  and  every  one  of  thtei» 
shall  obey  you;  but  huBh !  I  hear  Lotk-^^ 
beprudentr* 

Thn  tender  reply  rivetted  tbe  new  at^ 
tachment,  so  little  desired  1^  £d^ ;  buty 
as  he  reaohred  to  escape^  hia  equivocating^ 
ecHnpIitnent  was  pardonahle. 

Edgar  inetired  early  to  bis  vault,  füll  of 
tbe  prospect  of  emandpätion;  He  slep4 
not,  but  from  time  to  time  consulted  hi» 
repeateri,  tili  be  toucbed  on  tbe  bour  or 
two.— Eulf  ofbope»  and  ccmfident  of  suc- 
eess^  be  took  öp  tbe  hinp  and  left  bi» 
cbainber,  ligbtly  crossing  tbe  subterra^ 
nean.  On  tuming  ihta  tbe  ceE  marked 
by  tbe  fissures^  be  met  Boucb^  -^  Botii' 
seemed  surprised»  but  Edgar  evinoed  dis» 
may,  from  a  consdouiness  of  bis  intent. 

•♦  What,**  cried  he,  in  a  perturbed  tone,. 
*  whatbrings  you  bere,  Bouch^?" 

"  An4 
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''  And  whst  bring«  ycni  here,  akptxitfy 
lif  3röu  come  to  tiiat?^  rejbihfd  BQW!iiä. 

"  Thirst,"  replied  Edgar,  ^ith  mcfn> 
dttnposuie ;  ^  I  hafe  my  ferer«  u|>(m  xne» 

^  Here  then/'  said  tBe  biher>  Kdsif^  a 
pitcher,  which  he  beld  in*  bh  band»  '^  mafee 
liaste,  tot  Bea^ice  is  in  a^  fit-*^s^e  afifiront- 

» 

ed  Lt^r  ¥ehve,  mä  he  lo^o^ked  her  dowiv 
and  has  hötf  kilte^  her." 
.  **  Detiperate  villain !"  exdaimed  Edgar*. 
•  a?he  dtheFkughed— ^^  'Tii  your  faulC 
cried  be;  ^you  have  nude  love  to  her,, 
and  ff  voman's  yanity  is  seMoiii  sltent" 

^  Ga,  go,"  »dded Edgar;  «if  she  is  dy^ 
mgf  go  to  her  reliefi^she  inay  expire  while 
you  are  talking.'* 

Bouch^  went  off  mutterfög,  and  Edgaär 
atood  in  the  same  spot,  fllled  with  per- 
plexity.    To  lofse  a  day  was  of  the  atmost 

cousequence; 


<xmsdq!ic^nce ;  yet  to  attempt  Ins  escape  wA9 
too  hazardous.  He  heard  their  voices-^ 
the  cries  and  reprbadhes  of  Beatrice  were 
desperate:  Le  Pebre  toaded  her  with 
,abuse,  swearing  to  murder  Edgar  the 
moment  he  gotwe^;  while  Bouchd  and 
L/odä  tried  to  pacify  both,  feeommeriding 
^  imutudi  oblivion  to  each,  and  a  reconciL 

•  _ 

ing  emhrace  to  seal  the  peaeej  but  Bea- 
incevras  «bstinate^  arid  the  ^tercajfcio«.' 
seemed  withbüfr  end. 

The  pätience  of  Edgar  became  ^xhausfc. 
^ed — ^he  g!:ew  desperate,  attd  approachetj 
the  fissure;  he  leyed  it-^touched  it — ^the 
iearth  mouldeised  in  his  band — ^howtempt- 
ing !  He  Uew  jout  the  lamp ,  and,  when 
the  voices  wer«  Jbudest,  he  pidlcd  a  !arge 
tnxrrp  of  earth  from  the  crack  «id  laid  it 
idown,  Qcrtam  that  such  «nother  eflfcrt 
ifouH  eomplcte  the  worK.    Edgar  listeni. 

ed^ 


^2  Tfi£ .  0£l|£RT£|U 

ed — the  voices  eeased ;  ^eageüy  did  be 
^wait  the  renewal  of  the  quarrel,  but  sucU 
denly  all  was  hushed ;  but  he  heard  the 
<:hamber  door  bang  to,  whidi  Boueh^  had 
left:  open  m  his  haste  to  assist  the  ladj. 
Breathkss  with  impatience  he  leant  against 
the  wall ;  the  beating  o£  his  heart  seemed 
tp  intemipt  him— 4ie  listened  for  a  sound, 
but  all  was  stiU :  he  would  have  gone  to 
the  Chamber  door  for  better  «sturaiice,  but 
the  want  of  light  made  him  fear  being 
bewildered.  At  leqgth  ^  grey  jstream 
dawned  through  the  crevioe«*-*with  what 
gratitude  did  Edgar  bau  it{  He  soon 
made  äie  breach  wider,  working  his  way 
upwards  Jike  a  wdLe;  but  towards  the  top 
the  earth  was  stiff,  fike  «chy  dried  by^  the 
«un.  Fatigued  by  such  ^xertions,  he  feit 
appaSLed — every  limb  trei^bled-^he  could 
^«paroely  keepiiis  hold— the  earth  crumbted 

downwards 
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downwards  witii  some  noise»  threatening 
to  rouse  the  sleepers  with  liie  souncL 
Desperation  leized  Edgar ;  his  Shoulders; 
head,  and  arms,  were  feroed  upwards^ — ^the 
^haim  craicked,  the  earth  yielded»  and  an* 
lOther  ^ort  jbrought  him  to  ligh^fii^eedom^ 
w\d  the  wholßsome  aar. 

Henovated  Tay  its  ksifluenee,  he  sped  his 
way  lightly  thxough  the  broadest  {»ath  for 
liiearlj  a  league ;  then  feeling  the  suite  of 
bis  fever,  md  ütigamg  ^xerttions,  he 
dimbed  a  ta3i  tree,  and  took  a  «eat  in  its 
fhickest  foliage^  impervious  to  the  eye  of 
;any  trayeller,  from  its  qx)ssing  boughs. 
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Vor  was  all  love  *at  from  him,  tiMKiKh  hto  dayi 
Of  paidoa  lud  conmmM  tbeoueltct  to  diuL 
It  li  in  miii  fkat  we  w«oM  eoldly  gaie 
On  neh  ai  mite  vpon  ns;  thc  licait  miMt 
I^eap  Uidly  back  to  klodneü,  tiioagh  diapHt , 
Bath  wetn*d  it  from  all  worldUngi :  tUus  hc  feit ; 
For  ther«  wM  soft  ranemteanMaiid  iweet  truat 
In  one  fond  brcait,  to  wbich  hii  own  woaM  melt, 
4kod  in  its  tenderer  honr  ob  Ihn  his  boioin  dwelt. 
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iN  littie  dread  of  being  pursüed,  as  the 
vinaki^  were  wounded,  Edgar  gave  him- 
self  up  to  joyi  he  thougitt  rest,  and  the 
mild  breeze,  wöuld  fit  hfan  in  ä  few  hours 
to  try  his  strength.  His  plan  was  to  reach 
jsome  hamlet,  wfaere,  with  a  horse  and 
guide,  he  might,  before  night,  reach  the 

neighbourhood  of  the  baroness. 

•  •     .  .-  j^ 

His  disguise,  althougfa  tattered,  would  ' 
A;ill  prevent  his  being  knpwn;    and  by 
Hngering  near  her  house,  AmeHa's  fate 

TUL.  IL  9  would  • 
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would  probably  be  ascertained.  Assured 
of  that,  he  must  forbear  for  a  few  days  all 
futther  knight-errantly  in  her  fevoitr; 
not  that  his  ardour  had  cooled  by  disap« 
pointment,  but  his  honour  and  profession 
were  at  stake^  if  he  did  not  join  his  regi- 
ment  to  the  very  day  äppointed. 

He  had  no  doubt  of  new  leave  being 
gmnted  to  benefit  his  health — ^his  looks 
and  wasted.  form  would  be  a  pretext; 
then  Edgar  could  devote  ^his  time  to  the 
search  for  his  beloved,  and  if  she  were  on 
earth;  he  resolved  to  find  her. 

Nearly  an  hour  passed  in  this  reverie, 
when  the  slow  trot  of  a  horse  sounded  at 
a  distanee. 

"  They  pursue  meT  cried  Edgar;  **  yet 
I  think  I  am  safe.  I  will  not  be  taken— 5 
should  be  sorry  to  conunit  murder — ^but 

deatb 
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täeath  shall  follow,  if  they  make  tlie  at- 
tempt."  Hie  drew  forth  his  pistols  that* 
were  hid  in  fai$  vert. 

The  sound  approached  nearer;  and  Ed- 
gar oonceived  that  some  one  was  singing 
as  they  rode  alang.  These  words,  accom« 
panied  by  a  ^strong  twang,  reaohed  his 
ear: — 

^  In  the  town  of  Kilkenny  there  runs  a  pore  stream, 
In  tbe  töwn  of  Kilkenoythere  livds  a  fair  dame; 
Her  lips  are.like  cherries,  her  cheeks  are  the  same^ 
And  her  mouth  is  like  strawberries  smother*d  in  cream.'^ 

''  It  must  be  Phelim !"  exdaimed  Ed- 
gar, aloud. 

"  Ah,  now  r  rejoined  the  horseman, 
*'  d-~— 1  a  bird  m  this  wood  but  what 
knows  myself !  and  the  magpie,  above  all, 
gives  me  the  «alute,  Shew  yourself, 
honey  Mag,  and  the  crumbs  in  my  pocket 
fiball  be  your  reward/* 

B  2  The 
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The  »stling  of  the  lemres,  and  tfae 
cMckuig:  of  äie  omall  fartandies,  caused 
Pheliiii  to  halt.  In  a  motti^it  Edgar  was 
oa  the  groimd,  and  the  lbi:n[ierleaped  from 
ttfae  bcMrsa 

^^  1$  it  äie  captain,  now,  by  all  the 
i^ints  ?  Dane  I  taste  the  cbeek  of  you,  for 
shame  ?  Bat  you  won't  be  angry,  nowj  will 
you?  Sure,  I  left  Judy,  the  crater,.  in, 
the  ship,  and  the  childer  to  boot,  to  come 
to  your  rescue  from  the  place  ;  and  I 
dreamt  about  you ;  and  sure  the  visions 
c^mebofecame  every  nijglst;  andallsorts 
of  wamings,  ohone !  To  be  sure,  I  had 
^  troubks  in  the  niidst  6f  tbe  fun,  wid 
Jil4y;  ihf^  famngoffbusinesssetlier'ttp — 
'  Don't  talk  of  your  bogs  and  ye\)r  cabins/ 
6a^«dhei  *  l  am  for  aoanething  gentakr; 
I  wiU  k^pe  a-  pubfe-iiouie,  aayd  aU  my 
boy«  be  bred  to  attarneySr'    W^ll,  your 

.    .  honour," 
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JkNüour,'*  eantinued  Ptt,  "wfaenäie  Wag- 
gon cam^  to  begiii  our jouiney,  Judy-^  ■  ■** 
.  "  Hush !"  cried  Edgar ;  "  if  yoa  meai 
to  serve  me,  let  us  be  off ;  I  will  heär 
.yoM  «toiy  onthe  roed,  Do  yoii  ineibi  to 
go  to  the  camp?  In  that  cäse,  direct  me  to  * 
.6ome  village  or  place  wbere  I  may  Mre  a 
.  hasse  to  join  my  regiraent." 

**  Is  it  game  you  are  making?*  rejc»näd 

Pat;   "  me»  nae,  CVLooney!  when  you 

.»e  free,  to  be  tuming  )t)gue  agairi^r— -^1 

.  a  foot  towards  the  camp !   Take  the  baste, 

and  I  will  päd  the  hoof,  honey ;  and  When 

ypu  have  done  with  me,  and  I.  cBXk  do  you 

no  sEffvice^  I  quit  thU  continent,  d'yc  see, 

to  find  a  better  in  ould  Irehitd,  where  dl 

the  men  ^re  brave  and  honest,  and  all  the 

women  beauties.     And  if  I  lad  never 

'  lift  it,  I  should  have  bee»  thfeöe  atill,  arid 

have  häd.  no  need  to  repiiit  me  of  all  my 

B  3  sins» 
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sins,  whicb  for  certain  all  came  to  myseif 
in  this  conntry,  where  Lucifer  8tan^ 
schoolmaster/ and  tadies  rogaery  fer  n(v 
thing."  • 

As  Edgar  was  aware  of  thelong  speech- 

'  es  his  friend  held  forth,  he  mounted  the 
horse  immediately^  and  Fat,  in  an  Irish 
trot,  kept  up  with  him  some  time,  con- 
tinuing  his  story  to  beguile  the  way.  A 
short  league  brought  them  to  a  road ;  and 
soon  after,  a  smatt  yjllage  reared  its  hum* 
ble  head,  and  the  sight  gladdened  the  tra- 
vellers, 

Edgar  stood  in  need  of  food  and  rest ; 
and  Fat^  with-  due  deference,  took  his 
pipe  and  refreshment  at  the  door  of  the 
village  inn.  Edgar  had  observed  his  im* 
jH^ved  looks;  his  apparel  was  new,  and 

•  had  it  not  been  for  a  laced  waistooat,  was 
what  it  should  have  T?een.     His  filthy 

hair 
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bäir  had  been  shaved  elose,  and  a  wig 
taken  its  place;  and  bis  beard  np  longer 
intnrded  towards  bis  eyes,  so  as  to  dis- 
guise  bis  &oe ;  bis  eyes  were  fierce,  but  it 
was  with  vivaeity ;  and  tbe  stamp  of  vil- 
lain  no  longer  disgraced  a  countenance 
formed  moFß  for  laugbter  than  for  deeds 
of  vice. 

Edgar  bad  enjoyed  tbe  sweetest  sleep 
for  above  an  bour,  altbougb  only  stretcbed 
upon  a  beilcb,  wben  Pbelim  awoke  bim. 

"  Captain,  jewel,"  said  be,  •*  I  oome  to 
take  leave ;  tbe  baste  is  yonder,  for  wby, 
abeady  saddled.  Nive»  credit  my  word, 
but  we  nicked  tbe  moment !  Didn't  I 
See  tbem  police,  wid  a  squad  of  soul- 
diers,  ax  tbe  landlord  tbe  readiest  road  to 
tbe  Kauben  ruin  ?  (tbat's  our  camp,  wby). 
Didn't  I  feel  queer?  but  I  did  tbougb, 
whin  I  beard  tbey  bad  got  scint  of  our 

B  4  comrades^ 


it  aeem«^  ni^id  a  wagg^n,  Ümb  waa  iMi 
jquite  agreble^  rnid  bouU  feU^^vr  wair 
be  that  pursv^ ;  &r,  te&ag  cur  l^da 
Were  oti|  äf  sight»  the  E{iaIpeeH  lift  loa 
hasie,  and  tvocked  the  lad»  to  the  yerf 
«tone  by  tiicdr  faiood.  Odbonel  mid  ^d&t 
1  shake  in  my  shoes  like  an  aspen,  lest 
itbey  might  troek  me  too  into  thek  fetters  ? 
So  may  the  saints  preserve  you,  and  give 
jne  a  good  voyage  to  Irdand !  And.  if  I 
üiver  sit  eyes  of  you  here^  vre  ahaH  meet 
faereafter-^-and  thftfs  tiae  bttt  of  ^  ücm» 
fiirt  to  Löoney  P 

He  isdped  hk  eym^  while  Ed^  offeroi 
Ulm  Hs  purse;  butf  pu^ing  it  ha/tk,  hf 
ammediately  lan  out»  and^t  mpuiitin|g  biy 
j^roQf  was.  out  of  sig^t  in  a  mioi^tei. 

Edgar  feit  himself  refresbed;  aad  re- 
Aseting  oq  Fiidim's  wordß,  he  thotght  he^ 

toa 
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too  might  be  intolTed^  if  the  rdbbevs 
idiöuld  pass  witfa  f heir  güards  that  ^aj^ 
-frdm  an  idea  that  he  had  deriounced 
them.  He  theo  ordered  a  horse,  and  with 
abeating  heart  set  out  fat  the  chateau^ 
meaning  to  canoeal  himseH"  in  its  nägb- 
bourhood  during  the  remaomder  of  the 
day. 

Th^  tnmult  of  his  thoughts  afi  he  pi^ 
eeeded  on  the  road  aniioyed  him  much ; 
änd  sotnetimeiS'  he  resolved  to  turn  tö- 
Wards  the  farm  where  he  had  taken  Jodgv 
3ngs,  and  give  up  a  pursroit  so  utipropi- 
fioüs.  Should  he  find  the  retreat  of  Amet. 
Ka,  and  rescue  her,  what  had  he  to  öflfet 
her  ? — Infamy  ! 
£d^r  shödderW,  and  grew  prfe, 
I»  another  momeht  Creatiire  fkncy  pre- 
#Mted  a  dark  abode,  strtmgly  barred  with 
iiön,  a  grim  fipaktoro  guarding  the  portal, 

B  5  withm 
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within  wfaich  the  half-starved  Amelia  weft 
on  her  bed  of  straw  m  silent  sorrow,  her 
glistening  eyes  raised  to  Heaven,  and  her 
cheek  blanched  with  despair. 

**  I  will — I  must  aseertaift  her  fiiteT 
exchlmed  Edgar,  *'  were  perdition  to 
await  my  piirsuit!" 

At  a  slow  paee  he  measured  the  way, 
deeply  muaiqg,  when  a  pea$aßt  cro$sed 
the  päth.  Edgar  inquired  for  the  cba^ 
teau,  aßd found  it  lay  in  the  bosomof  an 
x)ld  pkntation  of  oak  and  efans»  amöngst 
which  the  cottagers  had  built  their  huts^ 
to  be  near  the  chateau ;  the  trees  he  then 
saw»  but  the  habitationa  were  totally  ob^ 
scured  by  the  foliage. 

Edgar  now  wisfaed  to  dismount»  and 
aecure  a  place  tili  night»  wheia  he  thought 
he  might  be  an  eyewitness  of  what  passed 
in  the  chateau,  by  a  littie  skill  and  mar 

nagement. 
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nagement  His  questions  as  a  Jew,  oon* 
ceming  the  baroness»  migfat  ereate  sur- 
prise;  and  suspicion  might  induce  her 
dependents  to  act  hostile  to  Ins  plan. 

Edgar  then  inquired  for  some  house  of 
reception,  where  himself  and  his  horse 
might  rest  and  feed.  .The  peasant  said 
his  master  was  a  mfller,  and  kept  a  plenti- 
ful  board,  and  he  thought  would  not  shut 
his  door  against  a  stranger,  as  no  puhlio* 
house  would  be  found  within  a  league  <£ 
the  chateau,  aU  such  being  proscribed  by 

count  KlobstofTs  order. 

That  name  tempted  Edgar  to  be  cu- 
rious:  he  ventured  a  question— **  Was 
the  count  or  countess  then  at  the  cha- 
teiau?'*  , 

The  man  knew  nothing  of  either^  he 
carried  the  com  for  the  poor  yassals  (the 
baronesis's  bounty)  once  a-week,  but  he 

B  6  never 
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e  pusiied  it 
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if  disdainini 
'  31  good  acti' 


xi^Tec  ^itered  the  gre^l  hause,  becauselie 
.was  youi^,  and  could  live  by  hi$  worl^ 
>frithout  helpw 

**  WeU,  thw/'  Said;  l&dgpx^  pettishlyv 
''  I  miist  try  the  miller.    Is  he  a  good 
^sort  of  man  ?  I  shall  pay  w^l^  if  he  let^ 
laein." 

,  The  pcai^t  tumed  i»to  a  fieldy  bid- 
idiilg  Sdg^  fi^llow  him;  and  shortly  ash- 
j^nding  a  hi}l,  they  sqqb  sfter  entered  the 
i^iQeir^  cottage.  The  good  man  was  st 
hjß  bustm»«^  and  biß  dervant;  weot  to  him, 
to  announce  the  sti^iiiger.  Um  soon  re- 
turned»  told  E%ar  to  be  seated,  sayjng^ 
im ,  master  would  come  direetly ;  but  he 
Jüust  be  offi  aa.  the  pooi;  woiüd  expeot 
him. 

i^dg»  was  not  alooe  five  m^mtes^  when 
lH^  ecKoaely  fiiir-faQ^  hpst  capie  xn^  raaür 
ing  a.  cQKdi^  leo^ion.    Edgar  spok&~ 

Whether 
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.Whetfaer  Im  look  was  expc^sscre  is  not 
known ;  but  tfae  miller  häd  out  his  band 
ta  meet  Edga^Sy  wbieh  be  shooik  heurtily; 
tten,  pointing  to  bis  moutlv  and  ean^ 
Idoked  scrrowfttlly. 

*^  I>Mf  ahd  ^mb  P'  exekhned  Edgxr, 
pteously.  **  Fooff  sool!  Nature  bas  dealt 
-hajdfy  by  ttiee!" 

The  man  seeiKied  to  undorstand  bim  sa 
far  as  to  reiietr  bis.  graqi^  and  croBsbiiXK 
«If  ferveiitly* 

.  Tbe  stom  of  iäquiryy  Wbicb  be  hoped 
to«  saftii^  from  bis  bost,  Edgar  &mnd 
nrittdly  bafflted..  He  sat  down,  and  ih 
tiober  sadness  passed  tbe  dull  hoars^  away. 
His  bost  bospitaUy  spread  tbe  board  with 
an  biimble  repast.  Edgar  ofFcsoed  bim 
mon^y  but  bie  pushed  it  bade  wsthve- 
hemence^  as  if  disdainii^  tl^e  offer  c£ 
6esBg  paid  fot  a  gooi  aefaoB. 

Tbe 
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The  shade  of  evening  drew  on,  an3 
Edgar  mounted  his  horse,.  as  if  to  pursue 
bis  joumey.  He  gaye  the  man  what  tke 
master  had  reftisedy  and  entering  tbe  road, 
he  rode  about  a  mile  further^  whence.he 
descried  Hghfs  glnnmering  through  the 
trees  from  the  baroness's  village.  He 
tumed  back  at  a  gentle  pace,  then  dia- 
mounted^  and  üed  the  horse  to  a  gateway 
of  a  sort  of  avenue.  Caution  appeared  to  be 
little  needed,  although  he  stood  coMider^ 
ing  for  a  short  time  which  way  to  proceed. 

Several  paths,  now  only  made  visible 
from  the  cotts^e  ligfats»  invited  his  Steps«: 
Edgar,  resolved  to  take  the  first»  whick 
soon  terminated  in  a  cot,  going  no  für* 
ther.  In  the  like  way  Edgar  was  baf&ed 
in  his  pursuits«  At  l€»xgtb  he  advanced 
straight  firom  the  gate  for  ward;  the  light^ 
aU  at  once  ya^üshed,  and  a.  clock  stcuc): 

the 
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the  niüth  homr.  £ldgar  pushed  forward, 
and  in  five  liiinutes  several  lights  seemed 
moving  in  a  large  building  before  him^ 
but  ü  appeared  distant,  and  the  stars,. 
which  now  brightened.  shewed  him  a 
high  wall  veiy  near  him ;  and  l£e  strong 
folding  gates,  whidi  gave  entrance  m 
front,  wamed  him  to  avoid  the  risk  of 
being  taken.  The  di cuit  of  this  wall  wa» 
Wide  and  extensive ;  Edgar  measmred  its 
length»  but,  to  his  extreme  vexation,  it 
obscured  all  view  of  the  chateau  but 
the  Upper  story,  which  probably  wa&  the 
donmtory  of  the  servantsw 
.  After  a  pause  of  dellberation,  he  saw  a 
tall  tree  of  spreading  bianches;  this  he 
dimbed,  and  caught  a  dim  view  of  the 
alleys  and  diversities  of  a  large  garden:  part 
of  the  tree  branched,  as  It  seemed^  over  the  . 

gardeii— the  bough?  might  hear,  or  they 

might 
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;might  bredk-^e  shoold  at  least  fidl  mt& 
the  gaiden,  alive  or  dead ;  if  käled»  tliere 
iTould  end  his  curiosity;  i£  h«  sunrired,  it 
xnust  be  gratifie^  tbrongh  some  of  the  Win- 
dows of  the  höuse.  A  sigbt  of  the  bafone^B 
V^oiild  itself  sufijoe — ^Amelia's  fiiAe  wchM 
he  read^  in  the  mother's  &ce. 


<.      1 


CHAPTER  lt. 


Cautiously  now  he  seized  ihe  penAöit 
bough,  which,  drooping^  wki  his  weight, 
Jbroke  witfain  five  feet  df  Ibe  groünd^  land- 
SD^  him^  with  a  slight  fall»  amongst  tht 
shirubs  in  the  gaziden.  Joy  and  thank^ 
iiiiaes9  fiUed  his  soul  white  he  lay  pra^ 
atrate ;  btit  he  soon  rose  with  renewcd  vi^ 
gour^  eager  to  approadi  tbe  choteaa. 

Tbrough 
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Thsongh  the  busbes  he  saw  more  Bplen-* 
did  lights,  issuing,  as  he  believed,  froma 
jaloon  that  opened  on  the  garden.  Edgar 
«caccely  breathed  fwai  the  anxiety  of  his 
£^liD^ :  the  sweet  iU>te  of  the  nightingale 
fomewhat  composed  hinn  but  it  was  su 
leiioed  b}r  a  ye^ce  mucb  sweefer «— the  tone» 
.^  Amefia^  ehaunting  the  evennig  hymä, 
^»ouiided  quite  near  hin)«.  No  ecstasy  oouM . 
speak  the  sentim^t  that  possessed  Edgar 
at  the  moment — she  was  not  thexi  im^ 
jauaredr-4ier  voiQe  spoke  peaoe  and  &ithr 

**  But  I  have  not  sein  her/*  thoughthe; 
**'  I  Qiaj  he  deoeived^-*-^ee  her  I  must»  ere 
we  part  fbr  ever;  One  sad  &row^  she 
uriU  not  deny  me  !*-4i  kut  farewell !  God&! 
I  cannot  bear  it !" 

The  Toioe  oeased ;  fiar  Edgai^s  agitation 
rustled  amongst  the  shrubs,  and  half  be» 
trayed  him :    another  moment,  and  he 

heard 
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heard  the  säme  voice  say— "  Beüfi^m,  ate 
you  in  the  shrubbery  ?" 

«  Gh,  nor  rejdined  Edgat;  ^  the  v€^ 
riest  wretch  oft  earth  dares  to  approach 
you,  cöufttess.  Feat-  nie  not.-*-If  you  aofe 
happy,  I  fcnow  the  best,  and,  alas?  the 
worsty  that  ever  can  befal  me.  One  look, 
ene  word — a  parting  blessing  spoke  in 
peace — Grant  me  but  thiö,"  added  hef, 
emerging  from  the  shnibs,  **  grant  this  t^ 
wretched  Edgar  T 

Somewhat  appalied,  the  lady  started^ 
drew  back  a  little,  then  stopped  at  some 
difitance.  Edgar  khew  her  figuiie — ^he  couTd 
not  be  decei  ved.  Her  veil,  that  kept  off  the 
evening  dew,  shaded  her  face,  it  is  true^ 
but  he  saw  it  was  Amelia. 
'  Edgar  did  not  advänce,  but  feil  on  bis 
knees  on  the  damp  earth;  there,  from  ä 
ßuäden  Impulse,  he  breathpd  out  his  love^ 

and 
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and  all  bis  suüferings — his  wild  pursuit  of 
her,  his  rescue  of  Dorothea,  his  detention 
by  banditti,  his  long  iüness,  and,  lastly, 
the  bold  adventure  of  the  present  night» 
in  which  he  had  risked  his  life  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  bis  beloved  Amelia. 

*^  I  ought  not  to  Hsten^"  replied  she;^ 
•*  but  pity  pleads  in  your  behalt  Your 
wild  romantic  passion  blinds  you.  What 
is  tfaat  love  wMch  defies  reason?  Anvl 
not  married  ?  Dare  yoa  misiiame  a  feel«^ 
ing^  to  indiilge  which,  religion^^  bonouir» 
and  self-ocmsequence,  must  be  destroyed 
for  ever?  Dread  sacrifices-I — ^Admilting 
that  I  laved,  thus  sbould  I  reasori :  Can 
I  recall  a  vow  given  at  the  holy  altar^ 
and  registered  in  Heaven  ? — My  soul 
forbids  it !  Again — ^Can  I  give  up  a 
pure  unsuUied  name,  for  the  tainted  stig^ 
ma  of  reproacbful  vice  ?  Or  could  I  bear 

to 


iö  l<K>k  iiito  my  mtnd,  and  meet  my  oWfi 
depravity  ?  Ccndd  I  «upport  tbe  seom 
df  the  viptuotts?  iubdue  my  piide  rt 
tbeir  aBe»ation?  and  ktiow  ^at  I  de* 
«erved  the  bumiliatiön  ?  And,  lastly, 
could  I  live,  fOid  knotf  tbat  t  was  set^t^ 
irt^D^y  i^m  my  dearest  friendüd  ami  re- 
lations  ?  and  spread  a  blot  on  H>y  revered 
and  honoured  connexions?"  Stie  conti- 
uued — **  In  rooting  out  illegal  love,  tliete 
is  biit  one  sacrifice-*-in  yielding  to  it^  thei^ 
aire  a  tfaousand.'^ 

Edgar  ML  on  bis  &/öe,  and  groaned  out 
\Ms  convk5tion.  At  length  he  raised  bis 
kead,  and  added— **  di  g^ntlest,  paresft  of 
beings,  teacb  me  such  forbearance!  In 
Äiercy,  mspire  my  stubbom  persevering 
soul,  to  crusfa  a  passion  tbat  destroys  my 
peace  !* 

"  Rise,"  replied  sbe,  "  and  fly  me  as  I 

fled 
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ik4  from  you.  No  sooner  was  I  con* 
scious  that  I  loved,  than  I  oommunicatedi 
with  my  mother--*opened  all  my  weak^ 
ness-^reaerv^  no  thougbt  from  her  im- 
boiediate  sean.  I  was  about  to  impart  it 
to  the  count,  a$  my  iiext  frieEid,  but  fear* 
ing  to  glve  him  pain,  I  resi^d  that  im. 
pulse,  but  begged  to  retum  for  a  shati 
tioie  to  my  former  hcme.  I  was  surprised 
at  his  immediate  o<Hifient ;  and  a  doud 
tliat  all  day  bad  hung  upon  bis  aspect  in-* 
stantly  dispersed  on  hearing  my  Ibquest 
Xn.axi  hour  I  set  out,  aml  fioon  fMindin 
my  motber's  arms  the  balm  of  peaoe. 
Conflcious  rectitude  enlirens  my  souL  In 
thoie  sbades  I  employ  my  time.  foridle- 
WM  ießdf  love«  My  husband  eomes  ta 
nist-^be  is  bappyt  so  n  my  mother;  and 
I,  tbank  Heaven !  am  perfectly  contdirt/^ 
She  thenadded— '*  When  your  regiment 

quita 
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His  conductor  sSzed  Edgar's  arm,  atid 

drew  him  amoiigst  the  trees* 

^*  Gods !"  cried  Edgar,  **  are  there  two 
Amelias  ?    What  does  Öiis  mean  ?    That 

is  her  verjr  seif! ^And  you — ^whose  size, 

whose  8faape,  and  voiee  are  h«^  ai«  you 
twin-sister  to  that  angd  ?'* 

"  We  are  undone  if  she  hears  you, 
cruel  Edj^r  rejoined  she,  as  she  iprasped 
him  finiL 

Edgar  retumed  the  pressure  with  ar- 
dour;  when,  trembUng  with  dread  and 

*  *  * 

Gonfusion,  she  exclaimed — "I  am  Ame- 
lia's  mother — ^you  have  deeeived  yourself! 
But  all  I  have  said  is  from  Amelia^s  heart. 
Believe  me,  she  is  happy-— do  not  distnrb 
her  peaee  T' 

By  >n  effort  of  hero^sm,  much  to  \&& 
pmse,  Edgar  whispered--'*  Be  she  ever 
happy !  I  never  more  will  break  her  peace.* 

Lead 
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road,  had  been  induced,  from  seeing  the 
lights  in  the  chateau,  to  ask  a  nigfat's 
lod^ng,  suppo^g  it  might  be  a  house  of 
pubKc  reception.  By  this  common  sub- 
terfuge  he  recovered  bis  horse,  and  by 
cross-roads,  and  a  few  tumbles  from  the 
jaded  palfrey,  Edgar  reached  bis  lodging 
at  the  fajrmhouse  by.daylight. 

With  a  wounded  mind^  and  haggard 
look,  Edgar  entered  bis  room.  His  first 
glance  fixed  on  three  letters,  marked  *^  on 
Service.**  His  blöod  rose  to  his  wan  face 
as  he  crushed  the  wax  of  the  one  next 
bim.  The  date  was  the  twelfth  July, 
and  received  by  Edgar  on  the  twenly- 
tfeventh ;  the  contents  were  a  recall  to  his 
regiment  without  further  delay.  The  s^- 
cond  ktter,  dated  the  fourteenth,  was  still 
xnore  pereraptory;  and  the  third,  dated 
the  sixteenih,  aimounced  that  the  regi- 

ment 
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inent  would  march  on  the  morrow,  and 
isaptain  St.  Valerie  would  be  retumed  ab- 
«ent  without  leave»  if  he  did  not  join 
forthwith. 

•**  Gods  r  exdaimed  Edgar,  "  pour  yonr 
irengeance  on  my  head!  Crush  me  at 
onoe,  I  can  support  no  more  !'*  He  Struck 
bk  head  with  clenched  hands^stamped  with 
his  feet,  and  ground  bis  teeth  in  anguish. 

The  &rmer,  hearing  the  ncHse,  came  up 
to  the  room— "  WeD,^  cried  he,  in  broad 
German,  ^'  if  I  dId  not  think  you  would 
be  crazed  about  it.  Your  domestic  came 
night  and  mom  to  seek  you,  and  at  last 
he  cried  about  it,  and  would  neither  smoke 
nor  drink  hrandy.  He  said  you  would  be 
bxoke  for  digobedience;  and  the  regiment 
was  to  join  the  grand  i^rrny,  to  lay  siege 
to«ome  fortress»  and  you  might  be  shbt 
for  cowaidice  into  the  bargain." 

CS  The 


The  Violetace  of  Edgar's  emotione  tiow 
1)urst  out  froiii  his  bleediitg  no8ti*ils ;  and, 
howeV^  dp^allkig  Üü^  Httack,  it  probably 
saved  him  from  madness.  His  host  and 
hostess  Were V^  kind,  andgave him  due 
^sii^nce;  but  A  theit  ttiii^ifitering  eouM 
little  aid  a  mnd  ^seaaed. 

Edgar  begffii  a  letter  t^  his  ooionel ;  bat 
hoW  could  hte  €fntc»  on  ^!s{>kmi.tions  wi!th- 
Ott  ttiention  df  the  oduntess?  It€fr  name 
vtBM  )s»3red'>^4oo  hallow^  to  totfä  part  of 
bife  «JccuM  fifr  iibsmting  himself  so  long* 
^ni^  oittütkig  hefr,  the  rest  of  his  adven« 
tüt^  wo«dd  more  r^embte  a  flction,  fbrm- 
ed  fyr  the  jiuf^^e  ^  fxfngitig  him  c^, 
thUfk  thti  <Mfldid  trut!h  ftMn  a  man  off  ko- 
hour.  kife  IdTfe  tbe  Icitter,  stutnfffhhg  an  it 
*witb  hoitor. 

Metinwhilfr,  fhe  htfMst  ^fb^mer  weift  "to 
^own  with  bis  wth,  ab  tisüal,  but  i^tumed 

in 
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in  %  buiTjr.    Paper»  were  pft8t«4  4t  f^^ 
O0mer,  4eierilmig  Edgiura»  |i  d«^^ 

ingsf ;  tbe  iarmer  feH  k^  as  h^  thf^s  de^ 
clared — ^"^  I  woo't  betr^y  tfi^^  ppor  soul ! 
iDcm't  feeir  me !  But  yau  mus^  away^  J 
teil  thee :  I  can  get  thee  a  pa$spo):t  a$  ^ 
travelling  Jew»  and  thal;  jijs  thf  ,<xily  ^ay 
tö  save  you  that  I  know  of.  My  wü[e 
will  repair  your  tatters  wbile  \  iretum  to 
Stutgard;  and  do  yoi^  t^ke  opu]:age — ^w^e 
muist  all  do  as  weil  a3  W4e  p^p." 

**  <;;oura^r  repctated  Edgar;  **  pauje 
bfi$  bi^en  tried." 

•*  I  mean,^  said  lus  hopt,  ^*  rouse  ypufr 
spirits — Don't  be  cow-bearted — JJdind  me, 
tbou  wilt  ye^  die  a  ^at  mw !" 

JIqv  tru^e  the  prophecy  wisiß  we  haye 

*  4 

c  S  yet 
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yet  to  leam ;  but  certainly  the  prospect  in 
perspective  was  the  worst  that  could  he 
looked  upon,  or  that  Edgar  had  ever  seen, 
or  could  have  foreseen.  His  mind  was  in 
a  State  approaching  to  inebriety^ — confased, 
heated,  and  enfeebled;  his  movements  were 
irregulär,  and  he  staggered,  in  an  attempt 
to  pace  the  room^  the  emblem  of  despon- 

•'dence, 

•*  What  is  to  become  of  me>'*  was  his 
exclamation. 

*  ^  Alasf '  cried  his  hostest,  **  don't  de- 
spair  !  you  must  go  seek  your  fortune. 
Many  haver  gonö  before  you,  as  I  have 
heard  say  in  a  storjr;  and  why  should  not 
you  be  as  lucky  as  others  ?  G>me,  give 
me  thy  habit,  1  will  repah-  it — that  ü  all 

'  I  can  db  to  serve  you,  poor  soul  f^ 

WhUe  she  took  down  the  dress,  !6dgar 
opened  his  trunk,  and  looked  at  his  regi- 

mentalsr 
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mentals»  Im  oostly  cap,  richly  tasselled» 
splendid  sabretash  and  sword— '*  Thou 
emblem  of  my  once-unsuUied  honour/' 
cried  he»  taking  up  the  sword»  and  burst- 
ing.  into  tears ;  **  Heaven .  preserve  me ! 
for  I  am  tempted — aye,  sorely  tempted, 
to  use  thee  against  myselfr*  He  un- 
sheathed  the  sword,  when  a  noise  behind 
iiim  made  him  tum  round  A  coarse 
picture .  of  one  of  the  holy  martyrs  hod 
fallen-  to  the  ground ;  the  motto  lay  up- 
wards — ^*  I  am  a  Christian,  and  do  not 
cömplain.'' 

Edgar  laid  down  the  sword,  and  picked 
up  the  broken  jsaint — bis  mind  was  ready 
at  that  moment  to  embraoe  superstition. 
He  had  no  fiiend  on  earth,  but  he  found» 
from  providential  interposition»  that  he 
had  been  saved  from  an.act  which  was 
now  odious  to  his  thoughts ;  he  feit  that 

c4  he 


1k  WM  tgvoüKä  by  Hesven^htheai  faim^ 
seif  to  the  earth  and  pray ed. 

Shortly  nßxT,  he  Yetumed  ta  liis  tra3i&^ 
where  remamed  tea  Napoleons^  and  a  ring 
of  some  iralue,  wUdi  the  queen  e£  Wir«« 
temburg  had  preseated  him  a&  a  mark 
of  her  esteem.  These  Edgar  seeured  in  a 
private  pocket  with  his  wateb,  whiph,  al- 
f hough  he  did  not  know  it^  had  been  wem 
by  bis  father,  and  been  given  faim  by 
Mrs.  Crofts»  to  make  upm  h^nouSrOut^ 
rage,  w6en  her  cunnißg  vms  at  laidt. 


eHAPTER  Ilt 


^00mmmm^*^i^^^i^^>»^ 


DuRiKG  these  precautions^  Edgar  tbonght 
of  hia  destiny»  and  feit  an  imptilse  to» 
warda  Italy ;  yet  the  Swite  were  a  good 

people; 
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|)eople ;  and  as  }jie  had  only  bis  own  exer^ 
^pns  to  Support  hin),  he  might  make  friends 
£br  hixnself  by  bis  ^bility  in  languages^ 
and  keep  off  want,  tili  a  character,  esta- 
hmed  Py  hk  own  merits.  ipight  r^m- 
ine^d  him  to  the  wofld>  and  entitle  hin^ 
tQ  higher  pprsipts. 

This  crarsory  glance  at  the  future  wa^ 
much  üitemipted  by  a  dread  and  probar 
bility  pf  his^  being  £scoTered  qn  the  road. 
The  unusual  proc]^mation  for  hh  appre^ 
}iension  was  unpreeedented — ^Imt  Edgar 
judged  predsely  of  the  cause.  His  colo- 
nel^  although  a  goqd  officer^  had  been 
bred  a  scullion  (nothing  Iess>;  bis  vulga- 
rity  I9^as  so  ^ttacb.ed  t^  him  he  could 
not  sha]ce  it  off,  so  that  ixi  genteel  soci* 
§tifs  he  never  could  he  sought ;  and  as 
]Bdgar  i^ras  invited,  eyen  *t  thg  court» 
pnvy  and  j^s^lousy  possesi^  the  colonel, 

c  &  and 
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and  rigorously  did  he  urge  tlie  meanS^ 
which  Edgar's  misfortunes  had  opened  tö 
him  of  destroyihg  his*  honoui^  and  per- 
haps  his  life: 

Evening  arrnred,  and'  tltö  farnier  came 
home.  Efe  brought  the  wished-for  pass* 
port,  for  a  travelling  3ew  to- wander  at 
discretibn.     His  mercliandlze  was  but  of 

a  sorry  description,  bot  it  served  for  a  pre- 
text  on  the  occasion.  Edgar  gave  all  his 
trunt  cöntained  to  the  farmer,  tö  recom- 
pense  his  pains,  except  a  smair  bilndlfe  of 
clean  linen;  wKich  sitpported  his  Jew's- 
box,  slung  at  his  back,  while  his  pale 
face,  fumislied'  with  a  Black  beard',  eye- 
brows,  and  wig,  gave  the  air  of  ä  He- 
brew  to  the  once  handsome  warrior: 

By  remote  paths,  Edgar  travelled  the 
first  two  days  in  silent  sorrow ;  those  he 
^ncountered  did  not  distürb  him,  nor  was 

he 
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he  at  much  expence;  the  calls  of  hunger 
did  not  annoy  him,  for  he  was  sick  at 
,heart;  bread»  and  the  common  wine,  sup- 
ported  nature»  and  Edgar  wished  for  no- 
thing eise. 

Ön  the  third  day  he  espied  the  track- 
•boats  passing  by  the  canal»  and  a  symp- 
.  tom  of  gladness  exhilarated  his  pace.  He 
soon  leaped  on  board»  and  as  they  were 
laden  with  com,  he  threw  himself  upon 
the  sacks,  and  gave  meditation  ample 
room  to  recoUect  the  past»  and  plan  the 
projects  for  the  time  to  com^. 

Three  or  foiir  miles  an  hour  was  a  te- 
dious  pace  for  an  impatiait  traveller ;  but 
Edgar  feit  no  hurry  on  his  nerves— he  was 
as  still  as  the  waters  through  whteb  the 
bärge  glided;  he  had  na  expectation^*- 
no  friend  to  meet — ^no  hope  to  buoy  him 

c  6  ui 
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up— -and  even  hW  wishes  eaeined  dead^ 
killed  by  disappointment. 

Unknown  to  himseF^  Edgar  Ml  asle^^ 
and  in  happy  oblmon  passed'  the  day. 
The  bargemen  roused  him  to  g#  to  a  hut 
where  they  were  ncovtstomeA  txr  M^ourn 
tihe  night.  On  awaking,  he  wa$  «moh 
rdfVesrhed,  joined  4ft>e  boatmen,  wd  feit  isl: 
TmÜe  enüghten  hie  ^boe  at  4)he  original 
jokes  they  «xppessed.  He  »pactook  of  a 
repast  (öt  ^ed  herrings  and  stewedi)eanß» 

and  eat  ^beartily  ctf  po$nme  euite^  whicb 
fermed  a  dessert  very  .mucb  to  bis  ta^te. 

The  attenflasiA  ob  tbis  el^fwt  repast 
mB&  a3handti>me  biunc^tt^,,  about  c^bteen, 
*who.wft8fqcKethan;civtl.toaitr{rew..  ^Sbe 
was  anxious  to  .exaaiiiie  tbe  Q(W;ten.t&  ^f 
-bis  boK,  and  to  tpuidbase  9Qme  of  its  op^ 
nantents  iox  'her  QiMn^^«(nratio|i.    iE4gtar 

oould 


$)04l<}  not  rpfuse  her.  For  tjie  first  üfx^p 
be  i«o}jQc]ked  his  treasune,  aod  her  Uac^: 
.eye«}  sp^rj^kd  as  t^e  brass  rii)g$  and  co- 

"  Wh«t  dö  yg^  apK:  fq^  ihis?  what  da 
you  ask  for  tkat?'^  tfMid^ijig  le^' ba^Ujs 
jalternately,  sE4d4lir]l7n,i^ette. 

"  I  wiir  exqhwge  »rith  y^iii-  mg,  peÜß^ 
rejgined  JEldgar;  wit^  g^llantry;  <^  take' 
youjr  .d\oice  crf  my  goods,  aad  give  mß 
Ü^t  <^ql  map  thait  hangs  by  the  d^unney^ 

The  bargapii^  wa,s  veiy  aqcqptabfe:  thie^ 
giid  ,e)^Q9e  a  tawdry  brooc^  fqr  her  hajnd^ 
JbiKÜiief)  and  E^dgar  proeured  what  to  him 
wasi  very  useftil.  Supposing  it  was  not 
tbe  yevy  best  o£  its  description,  it  em* 
br^K^  j^stft  (af  ,6erinany,  France,  and 
Switzorlam^  &om  which  he  could  form 

was 
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ivas  he  with  this  fortunate  event,  that  he 
bestöweü  his  mock  gems  on  the  brünette 
so  liberally,  that  the  bargemen  began  to 
smile,  and  fancy  that  Marie  Jean  had 
taught  the  Hebrew  something  tnote  than 
the  patoh  language. 

Edgar  fonnd  by  his  map  he  might  pur* 
sue  his  journey  the  next  day  by  way  of 
the  canal ;  and  he  was  rgoiced  at  this  as- 
surance.  As  he  cottld  not  sleep,  he  looked 
from  his  window  on  the  eälm  scene  around 
hin),  sighing  at  the  disasters  that  had  pur- 
sued  him,  and  endeavoured  to  court  Hopc 
for  future  events,  and.  impfore  her  again 
to  Visit  his  mind  with  her  detightful  fan- 
ciäs. 

The  day  dawned,  and  the  bargemen 
gave  the  snramons.     Marie  Jean  was  in 

waiting,  and  evinced  reluctance,  as  Edgar 

■ 

was  about  embarking — "  Won't  you  come 

back 
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{)ack  in  the  batteau,  master  Moses  7^  siEiid 
ihe,  smiling ;  "  shall  I  neveF  shake  yötir 
hand  again  ? — ^Never  ?  Yon  are  too  good 
for  a  Jew,  I  am  certam.  Why,  your  eyes 
don't  suit  your  eyebraws ;  änd  yoiir  skih — 
I  do  think  you  had  a  Cliristian  fatber !" 

Edgar  gave  her  band  a  mote  -bearty 
pressure;  then  leaped  intö  tfie  boat,  with-- 
out  venturing  an  answer,  and  soon  drifted 
from  ber  sight.  She  stood  gazing  tili  tbe 
Jast  moment,  wben  tbe  windfng  of  tbe 
stream  intercepted  ber  view  by  weepihg 
vrillowd  tbat  grew  on  its  borders,  and  sbut 
out  ber  beautifbl:  Jew  from  Marie  Jean» 
for  ever. 

Edgar  soon  betook  bitnsclf  to  hh  fra- 
grant  dormitory,  and  slept  tili  aroused 
by  tbe  boatmen  to  disembärk.  On  land^ 
ing,  be  took  leave  of  bis  bumble  friends, 
and  pursued  bis  route  by  kndtnost  alertiy. 

Hitherto 


for  the  last  two  s'ays  h^  pot  spent  ^ 
jcrown.  The  eplire  ^b9«i;ige  of  scene  bej^^ 
to  amuse  him  :  l^e  isi^he4  no  mo^  al; 
misfortunes — ^if  he  ever  sighed,  it  wa3  ^ 
tribute  to  Amelia,  whom  he  must  i^ev^ 
s^e  again. 

**  I  am  de$ti;tute  emd  fiiei^^e^/'  thoughf 
Edgar^  "  But  I  hjgiye  dojve  no  man  ynroxkgr 
'^ly  conscience  cleais  me  of  alj  offepfie— 
Heaven  has  seen  fit  to  c][ias:tise-xne.  Ij/Veü^. 
he  it  sa!  I  bow  suhmissiyely  to  its  der 

€r€;es.'* 

*  •  < 

In  the  aext  pgR^n^^nt,.  an  inwjard  mqmtor 
seemed  tosay — "  What  wotddst  thou  have 
done,  £djßar^  ha^t  thw  wccegded  ip  thyr 
career?" 

He  stfirted  a|:  tljie  ret^ospection — ^(dokei^ 
round — ^then  hurri^  forwaid  oa  his  rood^ 
Mying  to  himself— **  H^a¥ßA  be  psnii^ed! 

this 
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gndwtB  discipHne  has  sav^d  me  from 
m  etenuty  of  regFets.--^!  wifi;  he  tiiankfuL'^ 
He  had  walked  twenty  xniles  before  he 
tboQght  of  fest.  He  then  entered  a  caba» 
xet,  wheie  earriers  and  poor  tiaveUers  were 
wont  to  resort.  It  was  now  nudnight^  bs^ 
he  wished  for  repose :  but  the  questkm  was, 
dare  be  yenture  to  aleep^  wblle  such  m^ 
mates  weie  beiow  ?  In:  an  instant  each  of 
th&m  bad  something  to  say  to  the  Je w. 

One  offered  him  sausage,  anotber  offered. 

him  pork»  aiiotber  bfougbt  him  a  cross^ 

which  he  heM  up  to  bis  moutb.    Edgar 

complied  with  the  dedre  of  each  witli 

seenüng  good-humour ;  then,.  taking  oa| 

bis  pistols,    he   said— *'  My   ve?y  ^in^ 

iriends,  you  have  had  yoqr  spcnrt^-^I  shi^' 

bave  mine;  you  sball  taste  my  le|»dei|» 

pellets  in  a  moment,  in  letum.  for  youfi' 

pork." 

Long^ 
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Lotig  before  the  sentence  was  finishedy 
each  jostled  ttie  other  to  get  out  of  the 
foom;  and  the  lancUord,  awed  into  civi- 
lity,  reprobated  tlie  conduct  of  bis  guests, 
and  begged  pardon  for  himself,  in  not  keep- 
ing  better  ordef. 

'  Edgsir  now  took  a  humble  meal  in  com- 
fort;  the  carrieris  having,  rather  than  re^ 
turn  to  the  feast  of  "  leaden  pellets,'' 
shared  the  bed  of  straw  with  their  mules 
and  horses. 

'  Edgar  soon  desired  a  bed  to  be  made 
ready,    and  was    offered    the   landlord!s 

# 

room,  which  he  gratefully  aocepted«  It 
had  strong  bolts  witfain  the  door,  which 
he  took  care  to  fasten,  and  the  window 
was  too  srhall  for  aiiy  one  to  enter.  Edgar 
lay  down  in  his  clothes,  and  got  a  com- 
fortable  nap  of  Are  hoiirs,  when  the  noise 
of  the  carriers,  and  the  neighing  of  the 

cattle» 


eattle,  föused  hira  from  his  bed.  He 
cpened  his^  windöw^  and  by  a  little  atten- 
tiony  found  that  one  of  the  humble  wag-' 
gons  was  going  liis  route:  most  of  the 
others  had  driven  off  by  various  roads  j 
but  some  of  the  tackle  had  given  way  inf 
the  Waggon  in  que^ion,  which  the  owner 
must  repair.  Edgar  leamt,  that  for  the 
suni  of  three  livres  he  eould  travel  in  thi» 
conveyance  flve-änd-twenty  miles  ;  and, 
jnoreover,  would^  after  the  day*s  joumöy; 
meet  with  a  coche  d'eau^  fitted  up  for  pas- 
sengers,  which,  at  a  cheap  rate,  w^ould 
carry  Edgar  seventy  miles  more. 

He  was  charmed  by  this  informatfoily 
and  conld  have  embraced  the  carrier  for 
such  intelligence.  They  instantly  became 
friends;  and  Edgar  seeinga  clear  streara, 
refrcshed  himself  by  bäthing  in  it,  an*d 

changing 
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changir^  his  inner  dothes^  tbai  retumed 
to  pay  bis  host,  and  depart  witK-  the  csur* 
rier. 

The  overloaded  vehide  scaredy  sffor^ed 
vacaney  for  our  traveller ;  a  huge  package 
of  salt-fish  was  on  ojie  side  aThim»  and 
law  hides  <hi  the  other.  He  hsd  scarcely 
gone  a  mile  before  the  smell  lecame  in« 
tolerable,  and  he  feit  the  neccüity  of  an 
appeal  to  the  dvility  of  the  driver^  to 
xnakd  an  effort  to  dislodg^  tM&  li^uisanoey  or 
remove  it  to  the  other  ca4  of  the  waggon^ 
The  fellow  sprang  with  agility  into  the 
machine,  and  putting  his  nose  amongst 
^he  skins  heartily^   and  draiving  a  long 

sniff,  e:jpk|imed— r"  Ba !  it  iß  veiy  goodr- 
I  smell  nothing  amiss :  hut,  if  you  like»« 
you  may  drive  the  be^sts^  and  I  will  take' 
^  jiap  the  while;  the  skinsr  wiU  make  a^ 

nice 


.  .  •^.*» 
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nice  soft  pillow.  I  had  but  a  sony  night 
in  the  stable,;  so,  if  you  like  the  change, 
I  can  make  it  t^  nemJ" 

Edgar  readily  cfmbraced  the  proposal, 
and  got  out  instanüy ;  the  carrier  nestled 
into  liis  place,  and  was  adeep  in  five  jini- 
nutes. 

Edgar  now  mounted  on  ihe  srhafts,  witli 
Üie  reins  df  twö  wretdied  brutes  in  hrs 
liands,  looking  ridicidous  enough ;  bis  tu- 
tiic  sprea£ng  oirt  to  öie  winds  like  an 
eagle's  wii^,  aad  tbe  borses  straggling 
«nne  feet  asimdeü  added  to  the  language 
lie  attempted  to  nse,  m  Imitation  of  the 
jcarrier,WÄ5grdte8quealtogether.  Edg»'s 
gravity  yielded  at  last  ^  such  risible 
temptation,  and  Idsing  bis  tone  of  imita- 
6on,  the  brutes  Tdaxed  fheir  pace,  and 
fyiülj  stood  stJH  on  tbe  road.  A  sort  of 
4idd  yäl  from  tbe  tileeperi  who  in  his 

slumber 
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filumber  was  sensible  of  the  pause,  set  tfae 
horses  off  again,  hut  in  a  short  time  they 
stopped  as  before.  Edgar  tried  to  ydl 
also,  but  they  would  not  undexstand ;  and 
the  carrier  jumped  out  in  a  passion,  and 
hy  cufis  and  kicks  made  them  sensible 
that  their  disobedience  was  not  to  pass 
with  impunity,  and  that  to  know  but  one 
language  wjs  a  diefeat  pf  ^n  unpardon- 
able  hue. 

« 

£ldgar  b^ged  hard  that  he  would  spam 
£L  correction  so  severe,  saying,  be  would 
walk  part  of  the  way,  and  when  they 
ishould  see  a  housß,  pjarcbase  a  sufficiency 
,of  stitow  to  overwhelm  the  odour,  and 
jraise  a  more  isomfortahle  seat  £br  himself 
in  the  uneasy  vehiole^ 

In  a  short  time  he  was  perfeetly  aooom* 
modated  from  ä  farmhouse ;  and  having 
made  the  desii!^  purchase,  bu^ied  the  un- 

savouiy 
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«avoiiiy  nuisance  a  foot  deep  in  the  whole- 
fiome  covering,  and  took  his  seat  in  a 
more  elevated  Situation  than  he  had  ddn^ 
bef<»*€^ 


CHAPTER  IV. 


ToWARDS  evening,  Edgar  grew  weary  pf 
his  Position.  His  companion  had  begun 
various  relations  *,  but  the  horses,  who  per- 
haps  had  heard  them  fifly  times  before» 
lAade  a  dead  halt  in  the  midst  of  the  tale, 
nor,  tili  he  addressed  them  in  the  old  lan- 
^age^  would  they  prooeed  one  step  more. 
Then  came  a  renewed  altercation  between 
tKe  man  and  his  beasts,  which  cut  the 
thread  of  the  narrative,  and  left  it  unfi- 
nished« 

Töward 
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Totvard  sunset,   and  draiim^  irithui 

five  miles  of  L ,  Edgar  saw  a  naxrow 

iüPoss-Foad,  isldrted  bjr  bi^  efans,  Üut 
partly  obscured  k  in  gloom.  It  ao(x»ded 
with  bis  own  feeüings,  and  he  fixed  hu 
^aze  on  its  shade,  as  if  rqgrettiiig  l^e  de- 
parting  sun. 

A  shrill  scream  wm  heard,  not  unlike 
the  hooting  owl,  and  a  youth  came  flying 
down,  crying— ^  He^  fae^l  mutder! 
Oh  my  mother  j* 

^^  Ba,  bar  «aid  the  eanier;  '^  k  is  an 
«cid  trick.  I  shall  not  ieast^e  my  goods  to 
Jook  after  your  nial^er~J  am  iq>  to  yott, 
I  hope.  Yoa  ätaSL  not  piUage  my  Wag- 
gon (while  I  Idok  finra  mldgoose  dawn  tiie 
long  lane»** 

The  lad  wrang  lue  bands,  and  sfaadeked 
lAgBin* 

Edgar  was  on  the  gronnd  instai^y,  and 

in 
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in  despite  of  the  carrier,  bade  the  lad  lead 
the  way,  who  flew  before  £dgar  back  to 
1^  deep  shade,  wfaere  he  sopn  descried  a 
woman  wrestUng  with  a  man^  heroically 
keeping  him  apparently  tight  in  her  grasp. 
£dgar  cdled  to  the  fdlow  to  surrender,  or 
he  would  shoot  hixn  on  the  i^pot;  but  the 
woman,  who  seemed  to  have  a  bündle  at 
lier  back,  kept  the  assailant  so  tight,  that 
he  could  not  escape  had  h^  been  indined 
to  it,  which  it  was  evident  he  was  read;^ 
to  do,  ODuld  Tie  have  got  away  ftora  her. 

Edgar  now  feit  some  suspidons  cross^ 
his  mmd,  and  brandished  his  pistol  in  the 
air,  to  prove  that  he  was  armed.  But 
x>n  looking  at  the  youth,  his  tretnbling 
Ups  atiid  pale  countenance  denoted  real 
terror.  He  düng  to  £dgar?s  tunic,  say- 
ing— *'  Dear  Jew !  good  Jew !  pray  pre- 
serve  my  mother— thät  wretdi  will  kill 

VOL.  II*  B  her ! 
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Imife  i^üe  wiU  ini»ly  kiU  her  r 

Edgar,  ogain  assoMd,  maued  tiie  rdO^ 
laln's  tfaHDai^  «nd  the  'womm  looted  hnr 
JhoU,  pwildng  fivim  the  strog^^ei 
*  ''  83ail  I  {>ut  you  to  death,  nptil^  or 
iihtU  I  levre  3rou  to^repentaiice?  Peiv 
hiip$»''  aidd  E^gtu;  ^'inthese  ümca^  3roii 
weie  'Hat  teiqi;hi  peligion;  Igncnant  «f 
the'iexteiit  tff  <iri&i^  y<m  wouid  :pltii^ 
ftmr  aottl  io  p^dUioa  hy  the  Uurdtfr-cf 
a^poman  Who  «eyer  wfOQg^ithm*  >G€^'' 
add^d  £4Siu>  ^^  ^uid  sin  ne  aaoi^e.  rRe- 
jXnt)  and'may  y<w  he  fin^^vai  !** 

The  wralph  9tood  stiU»  aa  tf  sutpnii^ 
Jaad  bemvaibtfd  hiaa.  At  length  Im  ai6d««^ 
f'^hehasrebbedf»^.  WheM is  tibelorift 
ahe  foi^bfy  *to<*  Ärom  me?* 
.  ''  Jkgpn^  >vi^  r  oadaimed  fidfar; 
**"  temipt  »i9-  «a  l<yigar  hy   ddbiy>  kii: 

.     Justice 
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jttiriicüe  ^faoiüd  prevafl  over  toö  lement 

The  fdlow  todk  Hie  iädt,  and  leaped 
the  hedge^  ao  as  to  be  «out  of  «igfat  in- 
•Mfltitly ;  ftb&e  the  ^^(^Mtiftfi  «eetoed  em* 
ployed  in  tying  up  her  he&d,  Md  hinding 
^her  cmrse  iirgfe  holt  d^nm  wifh  a  hwd* 

*  Ave  yoa  hMlr^  «aid  Edgar,  in  ^ 
^visioe  of  genfleiiess. 

**  No,**  shereplied>  inahtnguage«oeircel)r 
kltelligible,  ^ieh  Edgar  4ook  for  the 
Swiss «eeent;  •*  no,  tite  dog  has  tnired  my 
tooth»(!ie;  I  faave  had  it  this  fortnight;, 
80  my  *vneps  shall  ttay  on,  fot  fear  of  a 
'relapse.^ 

Jutft  tbeii  H^  cftrrier  appeared,  iond  HKMtt 

'inipallefttVaft  he  fer  the  Jew's  return,    tt 

was  grey  twJÜght^  ittd  he  ^pvas  tttther 

D  2  a^d 
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^raid  to  proceed  alone  ^fter  the  recent 
aiarm. 

•     •    * 

The  party  now  seemed  ready  to  unite 
round  the  Jew.  The  boy  again  clasped 
his  tunie^hut  terror  had  so  unqerved  hiiq, 
he  shook  at  every  utep. 

The  womaü  stuinped  om  with  her  padc 
of  Swiss  Chintzes,  not  at  all  appdled,  teil- 
ing  her  son  not  to  be  ja  coward,  if  he  in- 
tended  to  live  to  fae  a  mai^  -as  in  that  case 
he  would  disgrace  her^ 

"  I  ßhall  not  live  to  diigrace  you,*'  re- 
joined  the  lad ;  '*  sudi  another  fright  would 
qiiite  kiUpoor  noie.  I  still  seem  to  see 
the  wretch  draw  his  knife.  Oh,  Heaven  I'* 
cried  he,  clinging  close  to  the  Jew,  "I 
don't  know  but  he  is  behind  us  now. 
Run,  run,  tili  we  get  out  of  this  daijc 
,lane— I  sball  die  of  the  fright  !** 

Edgar 


ISdgaT  pitied  the  boy;  he  helped  hiiii 

r 

fbrward,  and  was  going  tö  lift  hiiä  oh  the^ 
Waggon  at  ohce,  when  the  carriöf,  in;  a 
irage,  swore  he  ishouTd  not  get  up.  He^ 
Said  his  borses  'were  tii^ed,  and  he  ha^ 
lost  half  an  hour  hy  Kngering  at  the  lane. 

•*  WoälAyot*  have  pemiitted  fnurder?"^^ 
cried  Edgar,  withwarmth. 
,  ♦**  It  was  none  of  itty.business^"'rejoined 
the  carrier ;  "  they  do  not  belong  ta  me.**  * 

^  The  boy  can't  walk :  dorft  you  see» 
how*  he  tremWes?*  Said  the  Jew;  **lck)k 
at  his  dosing  eyesf,  änd  lips  that- quiyer;: 
He  shaß  ride„  and  I  defy  you.'*^ 

A  scuffle  might  have  eüsued,  had-  nof 
the  woman  held  up  a  erown-piece?  fö  the 
eanier's'  view,  which  put  the  wearied 
beasts  and  every  obstäele  to  fltght  at  one* 
view,  and  the  boy  stretched  himself  on 
the  straw^  where  he  soon  recovered. 

D  ß  Edgar 
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plaM  ta  tbe  woinaa;  bul^  she  pis^efecred 

t»aipu^i  Imt  bad  Qidy  ^iltod  a^  düigeiiiM 
about  an  how  \^&ae^  and  baä  ^roased  tl«i 

asmaUtawa  »e»  tbeeanal,  itmaq^ta 
dadk^  TW  womadf  took  her  b0h  Ü0m  tiie 
QMrtAi  atid  <^red  tbe  Jew  »ü^apoled»  0m 
atparatin;}^,  He  feit  ofifesded  bjF  tfae  offet ^ 
and  put  her  bind  brnb  wi4&  msStdl  i/h, 
^(ignafticin,  iben  hiinied  into  tb^  bonses 
apd  saw  no  ixM»re  of  hev^ 

Hia  first  pui sui t  eoe^med  the  baifge^ 
1^  th&  kour  ef  it»  departwe;  He  tedbs 
bi(9  place  for  tbe  next  morxuiBg^  paid  f<nr 
it,  then  Qideved  aa  oBielafe»  a»d  %  btHi»^ 

ble 


li»  bdbooDi.  Edgar  haä  supped  ih  tlM^ 
kifcfteft,  and  retk^  imme^atäj  from  a 
€m>w4  0f  ynlgars  that  distarbed  bim. 

He  was  shewn  to  a  room  searedy  bigger 
thm  a  dbsets  ivkidi  by  dajr  assrtd  tbe 
Kglait  to  a  bom>\rod  xnadam.  E(igar  kad 
ceased  to  be  fastidious,  yet  the  bedelothM 
bad  baen  8(>  miidi  Qsed,  he  ventured  not 
i^klmi  thean^;  hat  bia  ebiiil^  dJre66ing^- 
Ijovm  was  ai;^lcieiii  dk)^rag,  fi»f  no  w 
bad  evev  cookd  this  obambev.  He  threw 
bia  mg^  bcard,  and  eyebrov«,  on  the 
bratkcaitaUe;  and  that  he  might  not  to- 
taUy  forget  Edgar,  looked  into  a  piece  dt 
varrm,  vhich  was  bung  up  to  shave  by» 
when  such  Operations  were  required. 

Looking  at  bis  &,ce,  Edgar  thought  it 
tolerable still;  he  ran  his  fingers  tbrough 
bis  curis— 4iefoundthem  Start  up,and  wan- 

D  4  ton 
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ton  oii  his  foreheadL  He  smiled»  atid  ssAi 
— "  This  is  vanity  t  No,  no/'  added  lie^ 
correcting  the  word,  "  it  is  natural  to  be 
grateful  for  not  being  ngly.  In  a  few 
days  I  sball  not  need  disguise— -I  amr 
weary  of  impddng  mysdf  upcm  the  world 
fbr  what  I  am  not." 

Edgar's  eyes  now  feil  on  the  win^ow ; 
one  of  the  panes  was  out,  but  a  curtain  on- 
the  other  side  hid  the  interior,  and  be 
ceased  to  think  of  it  The  bed,.  akhough 
noj;  inviting,  would  serve  bis  slumbers; 
and  he  tbrew  bimselff  upon  it,  courtii^ 
repose.  He  thought  be  bad  siept  an  boür; 
when  be  was  awoke  by  people  talking  m 
his  room.  Edgar  seized  bis  pistols,  and 
was  springing  up,  when  a  light  shone 
through  the  curtain  ftom  the  other  room 
next  his.    Beeollecting  the  broken  pane» 

Edgar 
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Üdgar  Ifötened ;  some  English  expressions 
were  exchanged  by  two  people  ht  that 

rO€1B. 

•*  How  are  ypu  lodged,  Lavinia  ?^  sai* 
a  man ;  "  are  you  half  rtifled,  my  dear  ?'* 

**  Oh  no^'*  rejoined  the  voice  of  a  fe- 
male,  fiT>m  some  remote  camer;  **  now 
we  axie  safe^  I  »hall  sfeepr  soimdly ;  and  L 
atn  sure*  I  shaU^  dream  ^  the  Jew.*^ 

"He  18. a  nobile  fellow,'*  observed  the^ 
former:  "  I  shalT  givehim  tluree  pagesint; 
my  work,  to  do  him^  honour»*^ 

••  You  had  better  give  him  three  gui- 
neäs,  my  lord,  I  am  sure  he  deserves  \U*^ 
rejoined  the  voice  of  the  feniale: 

"  I  did  offer  him  a:  Napoleon^''  addect 
the  male  spea&er,  *■  birt  he  refused  it»  an^ 
mingled  in  the  crowd,  so  that  I  lost  himif' 
di  at  once." 


•  4 

^  It  18^  oevtahily  me  th^  späak  aC^ 
Aought  Edgsr ;  "^  X  h(^e  tbey  wiU  go  oa.'' 

**  I  hope  he  will  go  in  the  boat  to-mer-^ 
vcm/"  dddtd thermale;  ''yo^m^^per- 

^  Don't  be  f^fisl^  Lariniä.'*  i^bined 
t^  fäthet ;  ^  he  wmdd  dtaeorer  me  at 
once.  WouU  he  not  suflfiect»  if  a  femide 
pedlar  had  mooey  al  emuipand,  ahe  weidd 
be  domethiiig  more  tiban  sbe  aiq[)eaied  to 
be?  Tbiji  ia  not  the  first  time  yow  im- 
becility  has  nearly  l^owtt  me  up.'' 

Ko  veply  being  returaed  from  iba  fe- 
maie^  Edgar  c<meeiyed  that  Ümmik^  Mn* 
glois  was  of  a  basty  temper»  easily  pro- 
vglced« 

He  la^gb^  sHly  at  bis  gettiog  a  seeret. 
witboiit  disaagn;  k  proinised  amusetnent 
ÜMT  the  next  day's  travel  at  leaat ;  and  it 

had 


had  fallen  into  safe  keeping,  fortunately 
for  the  unwary  noble. 

Edgar  apprehended  that  the  young  lady 
slept  in  some  clps^t,  to  secure  her  fix>m  m- 
trusion ;  and  he  formed  their  whole  story, 
by  foroe  of  ii»agiiiat]on,  in  a  few  ma* 
inents.  The  father  must  have  escaped 
{r<Hn  the  deteny,ei  dii^uiaed  as  a  $wi|» 
pedkr»  and  broui^  1^9  ^aughter  wij^ 
him  in  boy'9  dothea.  Bi^t  why.  they 
should  make  a  tour  jso  c^ipoote  to.  Ui^ 
direction  to  Ükigland»  £dg^>  wy^  f^'nn 
&<>  positive  cauM. 


1)  6  CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  V: 


The  conversation  had  ceased  in  the  •  ad- 
joining  room,  and  Edgar  feit  amused  at 
the  Strange  occurrence,  in  which  the  Ama- 
zonian  tramper  höre  so  fieroe  a  part^  that 
he  was.  surprised  at  his  eredulity  m  not 
detecting  her  before» 

Th6  suli^ect  appeared  so  whrinsäcal  that 
it  kept  him  awake.  Where  oould  tbey* 
be  travelling  to  in  that  meaxi  disguise? 
and  for  what  purpose  pass  a  tract  of  coun- 
try  so  far  from  their  native  home  ?  At 
lengtfa  Edgar  dozed,  and  began  to  -dream. 
Ineongruous  fandes  possessed  him  :  he 
thought  the  pedlar  tumed  into  an  ofBc^r 
of  police— rshe  arrested  bim  as  a  deserter, 

and 
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and  was  trying  to  put  fetters  on  bis  feet^ 
i^nst  whieh  he  struggled  vidently,  kick^ 
ing  with  his  wfaofe  might  From  these* 
(felusive  hofrors  Edgar  was  roused  by  st 
tremendous  noise,  like  the  crosh  of  worlds» 
accompanted  by  a  cry  <rf— ^*  Piire,  fire !"  inr 
the  French  tongue 

•  Edgar  was-  so  bewildered  by  bis  dreanr,^ 
that  he  was  ooniused  by  its  influenoe,  tilL 
the  vJoioe&in  the  next  loooicohvixiced  bim; 
fae  was  awake..  ' 

In  a  hunied  tone»  he  heard  the  mait. 
say — "  Curses  blight  the  door! — ^I  can't 
€^ait-^I  bavespoilt  the  lock — ^My  dear* 
daughter,.  what  will  become  of  y ou  !'^ 

Edgar  sprung  fiom  his  bed  instantly^ 
a&d  flylng  to  the  next  chamber-ddori  ap» 
plied  hisr  Shoulder  against  it,  and,  with  hisi 
whole  force,  burst  it  fiDom  the  hinges»  and^ 
entered  the  roora. 

A  being^ 


62  THE  PESEBTER. 

A  being,  arrayed  in  a  eoverlid,  was  on 
its  knees  in  prayer,  and  another»  dither 
vaai  or  woman  (tbr  no  one  tould  t^ 
which  by  the  odd  garb)»  was  throwing  the 
bed  out  of  th«  window»  most  probaUj 
vith  an  intent  to  soken  the  sliock  of  eaeap» 
ing  by  a  leap  firom  the  dread  of  oonflagra? 
iion.  The  bed  was  large,  and  the  case- 
moit  nanow ;  the  eagenfess  of  the  exer- 
tion  defeated  the  cksign,  for  it  had  in- 
tirely  stopped  up  the  ouüet,  withont 
desoending  an  indi  nearer  the  ground. 

£dg^  caught  up  the  lemale,  without 
attending  to  the  man»  and  bore  her  in 
his  arms  to  the  foot  of  the  staixs.  He 
saw  no  fire — he  fdt  no  smdke — he 
saw  nobody,  but  his  af&ighted  bürden 
trembling  in  his  arms.  Her  liest  woids 
weiFe — **  Jleläs !  le  pauvre  Juify  (Alasf 
the  poor  Jew.)  The  exckunatimi  startled 

Edgar; 
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^  Edgar;  he  set  her  down,  recoUecting  he 
had  forgotten  to  put  <m  bis  disguise.  He 
was  itösured  in  an  instant  that  she  could 
not  reoogiäze  him;  and  as  she  gathered 
lier  eoverlid  round  her,  he  remarked,  that 
it  was  very  strange-^thä  alarm  must  hav9 
been  false^  no  sign  of  conilagration  being; 
visiMe.    At  this  moment  the  Swiss  pedlar 

'  canie  down,  and  in  bad  French  swt»^ 
tbat  he  htd  oonquered. 

Edgar  asked — '^  What !  had  she  extio* 
guiäied  the  fire?"* 

"  No,  no,  not  that,**  repBed  she;  "  I 
conquered  that  cursed  bed :  I  had  rei* 
solved  to  do  that,  when  you.  carried  off 
my  boy^    I  never  give  a  point  up,  that  is 

'  my  maxim ;  so  at  liist  I  rammed  the  bed 
thiougb  the  window.  And  now,  pray  teU 
me  who  put  the  fite  otit  so  quiekly  ?  I 
alKHÜd  Kke  to  know." 

**  Certainly 


**  Certainly  it  must  have  been  our  gooct  ^ 
Jew,*"  Said  the  son  of  the  Swiss  pedlar. 

The  sun  was^  just  risen^  and  Edgar 
wished  to  get  away  to  put  on  his  disguise. 
Hebowed  to  his  companions,  sayiirg,  he 
should  retum  to  his  bed  for  a  few  hours^ 
as  the  alarm-  was  fglse, 

"  Bat,  oh  let  me  thank  you,  sir,  before 
you  go,"  cried  the  pedlar's  son — ^^  I  am» 
so  confused  and  confounded — so  tenified^ 
anS  so  happy !  Indeed,  I  cannot  at  this 
moment  speak  my  thaYiks,  I  am>  so  infi«r 
nitfely  oMiged  t&  y ou  /'' 

Edgar  was  half  way  up  stairs  Befbre  she* 
had  ünished.  He  kissed  his  band  to  her^^ 
and  disappeared  in  a  moment: 

"  Now,.wlK^can*he  Be?''  said'^e  Swiss' 
pedlar ;  "  he  has^  the  air  of  a  lord ;  and' 
yet  if  he  was  an-y  thikg,  he  woold  not 
be  here.    Bat  go,  my  dear,  adjust  your 

habiliments^ 


habiliments,  while  I  find  oüt  wfay  we  were 
disturbed.** 

Edgar  heard  the  light  step  of  Lavinia 
retuming  to  her  room/  and  he  was  still 
as  death.  He  sat  on  his'  bed^  adjustihg 
his  black  wig,  his  beärd,  and  eyebrows» 
heartily  sick  of  theugly  disguise. 

Having  finished  his  teilet;  he  stole 
softly  down  stairs,  and  joined  a'crowd  int 
thß  o^n  yardi  who'  were  awaiting  thfe 
eoehed'eem.  '' 

Edgar  soon  percetved  the  Swis9  pediar 
in  converaation  with  the  host,  and  by  her 
eamest  geaticulations»  thought  she  was 
scolding  him  on  account  of  the  late'alanh- 
Edgar  kept  ak)of^  to  avoid  the  discüssion,. 
but  he  was  already  seen.  Pushing  thet 
erowd  aside^  she  trudged  up  to  him,  ahd 
in  terms  of  mixed  Frehch  and  English, 
which  wrath  made  unintelligible,  she  &n^ 
i  deavoured 
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dtewnect  tD  tdl  htm  tibe  sooioe  o£  iSka 
iracas. 

^  Cid  you  dbefi  here?*  sud  she»  m  tiiis 

knguAge  of  ber  owmu 
I%ArtlKnigbtitfatsttosaj— ^''Na''  ^ 
^  Cmild  yon  belirw  it»"  oontiBued  she» 
^^  that  mtaHy  host  pat  Ms  tarotiier^  a 
maäsnm^  to  di^  above  m»~<ne  and  my 
Mtu  Belüg  QStd  to  Me  in  acmie  h^le»  thd 
dawn  of  ^rf  put  liim  in  a  friglkt;  ke 
jumped  up,  imagining  the  hoase  was  o» 
fircy  sind  not  hAng  awate  c£  the  criburs, 
raUed  head  orer  heelsi  ivom  the  top  to  the 
bottom^  foari^g  out — *  Fife,  fire?  at  evety 
roiL  Saerecuhtter  added  sli«,  '^i  had  a 
mind  to  best  th^  host  to  a  jeSy  for  the 
diarm  we  faave  suffered  by  bis  foHy.'* 

They  were  now  joined  by  her  sc»,  who 
wasidered  connd  the  court»  seeking,  as  it 
sfemed,  forone  stiUL  wantaig.    TfaeJew, 

however> 


köwerer,  was  not  Üagoidusa:  tii^  shboie 
handr  beartify,  and  woe  be^imm^  «hä 
wigied;  of  tibe  aiartti»  vfbe»  a  aoxBinons 
to  tfce  boat  it»oke  iqp  tibe  imuferanee  iad^ 
äMsfy:  Ott  their  ira3F  dk>wB,  tbe  bcijf^ 
often  tttimed  abocrt^as  if  loolmig  fear  atme* 
body  he  widied  to  descry. 

^  Hb  ycut  wwA  «ny  tiüng?'  aiid  Üb» 
land  Jew. 

Tlt^  boy  bluabed  afc  besng  obaervod»  aini 

^'Takettyaro^'^addedthe  Jeir;  *'y«Mr 
£ri^  hae»  iMamaimed  yon.     Wdn't  you 

«toeepl  help  ftom  a  poof  JPew?^ 

The  boy  thanked  lim^  bot  decfo«d  Um» 
tß^i  yet  te  ^pearr  grateftil»  smiled»  and 
Wsed  ^  m  bis  &o& 

Edgar,  from  ecsisctoiisffiesi^  half  db«ed 
bb  eyea»  \vkidi  weee  a  bright  bhieV  and» 

a& 
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08  ]f  the  sun  dazzled  tiiem,  put  up  M9 
hfoid  across  his  fiioe,  and  said  no  more. 

The  loud  voice  of  the  Swiss  pedlar  hur- 
ried  on  her  son :  she  gave  one  more  look 
of  inqniry  tawards  the  inn,  then  sighed, 
as  she  put  her  foot  on  the  boat  side. 

The  Jew  seemed  aware  of  the  sigh,  for, 
witb  the  utmost  gentleness,  he  hdd  the 
boy's  arm  in  getting  into  the  boat,  aridl 
led  him  down  the  steps  into  the  calbin^ 

"  WeD,"  said  the  boy'sr  mother,  lookin^ 
round,  "  this  is  not  so  bad,  either !  Pray, 
master  table  d'hote,  can  you  give  us  a^ 
good  breakfast^  I  say  ?  the  best  tea  an^ 
ooffee— Da  you  hear?" 

The  master  stared  at  her,  then  replied 
— "  Yes,  mother,  I  bave  every  thing  that 
is  good,  if  you  can  pay  for  it." 

^  Sabre  de  bbis  r  exdaimed  the  angiy 

tramper^ 
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tram^pa-,  sbewing  some  gold,  ^4fIhadnot 
the  toothacbe,  I  would  break  your  heacL 
Send  in  the  best  of  breakfasts,  in  a  mo- 
menL" 

^  Oui,  madame^  replied  the  master» 
bowiiig  lowlj,  and  scamperiog  fi>mar4 
hastily. 

The  cabm  was  yery^  füll  of  passengers-^ 
a  motley  gioup  i — some  of  the  meanest 
4>rder  of  people,  some  tradesfiblk,  and  a  few 
merchants,  each  taking  tl^ir  seat  hastily 
on  the  benches,  well  cushioned,  easy,  and 
ODiiv^hient,  that  lined  the  cabin,  A  long 
table,  between  them,  went  £rom  end  to 
end,  at  wfaich  every  thing  was  «erved  that 
-was  ükely  to  be  called  for. 

The  old  pedlar  attracted  every  eye; 

•  fiome  smiled,  the  lower  order  lau^ed,  and 

«ome  shewy  females,  at  the  furtiber  end, 

^peamd  to.  dread  h»;  ber  fieroe  Uack 

eyes 


irH.fi^ui 
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jgfeB  were  dU  lliat  .were  Tisiliky  fxrapilt 
.hawk^  beakof  a  itose,  tiiat  woiilddbtiiide 
^kove  die  budkerckaeft  thai;  bontid  iher 
head ;  her  rough  voice,  and  coarse  mMncr 
.ako{gether»  resemUed  wore  Ifae  pcdissarde, 
:Üwn  ane  wfaa  geta  ber  bread  hy  wbeed- 
ling  her   customers   into   making  jpar- 


.    iEdgar  took  a  nat  refnovtd  '60m  fab 

new  frien^  as  4lis^  inxak&tihnli  bat^iAer 

ihB  Sivifispedkr  had  swalbw^ied  twa  q^, 

,die  Mcolteeted  Ihepoor  Jow;  aod  orrited 

\lmBi  io  partBise.     Edgar  said  be  bad  jd- 

qpeafijr  biMdcßi^Mal  bc^bim  he  eaina  <m  boa»!. 

J3kr  man  yBOsaed  fba  nn^alation  ibr^eadf , 

but  Edgar  stUlnfiised;  nor  «öqM  he  map- 

poBt  tiie  HiqpdtMg  eyea  of  tba  lad^  i^ho, 

laa  Ifte  («afiNToed  4lie  iwritetion,  iocioBd  m 

.fai|Uiütmtly  tft  Cich  fisHlaxre  m  to  bear 

Juitt  dfmAi  mßi  i^kägft /hba  4o  tarn  ins 

head. 
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iiMd)  Mid,  tihiottgh  a  mtidow,  gase  sut  flie 
vMtizuig  banks,  «s  they  giidad  airay. 

^  Surely,"*  thought  £dgtr,  **  die  bm- 
fpectesomtttldng!  Imustkeepeutofsiglit, 
»r  I  may  te  knoini.^*  He  arase,  andimde 
his  way  to  the  oook^roem :  tbe  0in^  of 
it  irade  idm  Innigiy,  and  he  asted  &r  a 
^/it  jpam  and  a  bunoh  of  grapes,  for 
which  he  paid  four  sous. 
i  ^Butyotttnust  not.ieat  it  heve,"  cried. 
the  Cook — **  No  one  comes  to  my  kitebm. 
."The  jmaMemgers  ring  for  what  tfaey  want, 
sndlMcdittolfaem;  sowalklndLtDyoar 
.{daee,  and  bove  me  mme^  I  pray  yqu/' 

£3dgw  feit  Tery  wrath,  and  cattKmdy 
iadignunt.  He  unde  his  'way  to  tlho  dtck» 
jDBBely  to  find  a  place  amongst  tfaeiog« 
gage,  of  which  piles  iay  one  on  HbB^fäixtt. 

*^  By  Moses  and  Axam,  yoa  eaaixafc  sit 
ftfatter.CKied:ttlM»r>  alaitii^^ fim»  fadiind 

some 
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some  liampers.  ''  What  are  you  prowlin^ 
after,  cunning  Isaae  ?  Would  you  horron» 
some  small  packet  to  hide  uncler  your 
vest,  my  boy  ?  No  such  good  luek,  I  can 
teil  you.  So  be  off!  vanishior  I  shaH 
kick  you  down — ^that's  all  f* 

Edgar  traoabled  with  n^  at  tfais  second 
insiüt.  His  fists  were  dendied,  and  his 
eyes  flashed  fire. 

**  Come  on/*  cried  he ;  "  kick,  if  you 
oan — I  cbre  ycHi!'' 

The  man,  supposing  a  poor  Jew  must 
necessaiily  be  both  thief  iand  coward,  now 
aeemed  appalled.  After  a  paus^  he  said, 
in  a  softer  tone,  that  he  was  the  guard 
oyer  the  goods,  and  that.it  was  not  alloix^ 
able  fpr  passengers  to  cöme  on  the  deck 
amongst  the  baggage, 

Edgar  kept  his  ground  in  spite  c^  this 
ex^danation ;  wd,  to  shew  the  man  that  he 

had 
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had  no  dread,  ate  his  roU  and  grapes  witH 
composure;  then,  witbout  furtber  dispute^ 
retumed  to  the  cabin. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Ebgab  neither  looked  at  the  mock  ped- 
lar  or  her  progeny;  but,  undinging  his 
box,  put  it  under  his  feet,  and  leant  back 
to  compose  himself.  To  sleep  would  have 
been  next  to  impossible,  from  the  conti- 
nued  sound  of  so  many  voices ;  but  Ed- 
gar shut  his  eyes,  lest  the  pedlar's  son 
should  too  dosely  examine  them. 

He  heard  not^  in  a  short  time,  any  con- 
versation — ^his  reverie  became  impenetrsh . 
ble,  and  he  found  his  thoughts  in  the  gar- 
den  of  the  baroness — saw  the  angelic  coun- 

voL,ii.  E  tess 


WM 
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tess  spring  from  an  ottoman,  and  addrefi^ 
lier  mother  in  an  angel's  voice — then  won- 
^dered  how  he  had  been  wrought  on  to 
give  her.up. 

"  I  never,  never  can  love  another," 
thought  Edgar.  •*  Would  that  I  could 
tum  mcmkl  I  would  devote  myself  to 
£temal  silenee,  and  think  only  of  Amelia. 
Scarce  tliree  short  weeks  since  I  heard  her 
vöice — I  saw  her  lovely  as  she  was — I 
«ever  can  forget  her/' 

A  lady,  or  a  female  well  dressed,  wlio 
isat  at  the  other  end,  and  wanted  occupa- 
tion,  sent  her  friend  to  awake  Edgar,  sup- 
posing  that  he  slept. 

On  feeling  a  rough  jog,  he  started — 
**  Whirt;  do  you  want,  that  you  should  thus 
rouse  me?"  said  Edgar,  fiereely. 

No  doubt  he  had  then  forgotten  \m 
i)umble  condition. 

"  A  kdy 
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"  A  lady  wants  you,  hoi 
replied  the  gentkman ;  "  sa 
you  towards  her.** 

Edgar's  eyes  met  the  pedli 
ing  on  him — He  coloured 
obeyed  the  beekon,  under  a 
^vas  knowa  by  both  parties,  i 
disguise.    He  approached  the 
lowly,  and  asked  her  commai 

"  A  goodly  Israelite,"  saic 
"  But  where's  your  box  ?    "W 

xvithout  his  bijotuv  T' 

Edgar's  ear  at  that  momeni 
two  men,  who,  in  an  under 
con versing.-    "  See,"  said  on 
taking  notes  with  her  pendl. 
mistaken.    It  is  a  man-*a  trail 
ßwear  it/' 

Edgar  appeared  to  await  the 
mands,  th<High,  in  fact,  ttey  i 
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throwh  away ;  his  oral  faculties  being  all 
given  to  the  under  voice»  of  the  two  nien. 

"  Are  you  deaf^  Mr.  Jew?"  said  the 
lady,  most  audibly. 

"  Unfortunately  I  am,'*  rejoined  Edgar. 
•*  Is  it  my  box  you  want  ?•* 

In  tuming  to  fetch  it,  he  perceived  the 
Swiss  pedlar  writing  with  a  pencil  in  a 
6mall  book,  unbound,  apparently  made 
by  herseif  for  odd  memoranda.  In  one 
instant,  the  thought  darted  to  Edgar's 
mind  that  the  two-  men  were  govertiment 
$p]4?s.  He  trembled  for  Lavinia  and  her 
father,  who  had  so  pveracted  his  part,  as 
to  draw  all  eyes  upon  him.  Had  he 
talked  less,  his  English  accent  would  not 
have  been  heard — ^had  he  been  less  vulgär, 
he  might  have  escaped  notice ;  but  he  had 
grown  bold  in  the  hitherto  successful  pro- 
gresis^ andat  kngth gave  ventto  bis  proud 

and 
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und  domineeiing  spirit,  whe 
without  calculating  on  efTecl 
ing  danger. 

As  Edgar  carried  up  his 
sougfat  the  eyes  of  Lavinia, 
look  so  piteous,  and  a  long 
he  seemed  to  say  something 
that  he  dared  not  teil  in  such 

On  opening  his  box  before 
faeard  her  say — "  What  trum 
deafness  continued,  of  course ; 
an  ear  to  those  words  from  tli 

* 

penetrators: — "  We  cannot 
— at  night,  where  we  stop 
arrest  can  be  procured  from  s 

and  then ^" 

An  interruption  came  froi 
v^ho  was  exaraining  the  bo:? 
gold  ?"  cried  she,  speaking  loi 
ing  on  a  ring» 

E  3 
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'"  No,  nudam,"  rejoined  Edgar;  "  I  have 
no  intrinsic  baubles — I  deal  nwKtly  Tvith 
poor  people,  who  like  shew,  and  have  lit- 
tle  to  spend." 

"  You  seem  genuine  yourself,  at  least," 
cried  the  lady. 

Edgar  appeared  not  to  hear ;  but  think- 
.ing  of  how  he  coiild  preserve  Lavinia  and 
her  ßither,  he  hiirried  up  the  trinkets,  mis- 
j)!adngeacb,  and  was  aboutto  lock  the  box. 

"  Have  you  lost  nothhig?"  cried  the 
lady,  sbewing  the  ring  on  her  fingen 

Edgar  put  his  hand  to  his  head — stag- 
gered  a  few  paces— left  his  bos  at  her  fee^ 
and  then  inade  for  the  door. 

"  Poor  Jew  !"  said  the  lady  ;  "  he  is 
~  sick — he  i3  no£  accustomed  to  be  shut  up 
in  a  cocke  d'eau  r 

"  Go,  my  son,"  cried  the  Swiss  pedlar, 
"  see  what  ails  the  poor  Jew." 

This 


i 
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This  was  exactly  what  Ed|  • 
And  when  he  was  addressed    i 
tremor,  and  saw  crimson  dy  \ 
of  the  inquirer»  bis  anxiety 
find  a  means  to  preserve  her. 

In  a  low  whisper,  and  in  : 
tongne,  to  her  astonisbed  e  i 
veyed  the  threatening  danger. 
out  alluding  to  her  surprise,  I 
her  as  a  youth  to  whom  he  '. 
been  of  service. 

^  Oh !"  cried  she,  "  what  g<  • 
you  eaafcody?  Yesterday — 1 1 
•—and  at  this  dreadful  mo; 
art  our  ehampion  and  prote: 

art  Ehglish  too !" She  pa  i 

rallying    her    self-eolleetion, 
**  What  am  I  to  teil  my  moth  i 

**  Will  she  take  ad  vice?"  sai 

**  I  hope  it,"  cried- Lavinia. 

£  4 
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Edgar  appeared  to  ponder,  then  said— 
"  The  track'horses  will  bechanged  shortly ; 
five  mithites  does  that  business;  butshe 
Iniist  quit  this  boat  at  that  period,  or  ye 
are  lost.  Circumstances  miist  be  your 
guide  hereafter.  The  boat  will  not  delay 
for  any  one — they  will  leave  y e  behind ; 
and  you  may  digest  your  plans  as  she 

glides  farther  frora  you  on  hfer  way,?^ 

^  Rit— -•'  Said  Lavinia,  "  you — ^proceed 
with  the  coche  dteau  ?" 
'  Edgar  for  a  moitient  was  silent»  tfaeor 
*eplied — *•  I  am  a  wanderer,  a  Jew,  ati 

öutcast — ^I  seek  my  bread»  reckless  where 
I  find  it." 

"  A  traveller,  as  you  appear  to  be,'' 
added  Lavinia,  "  need  not  bind  himself 
to  any  route,  1  siippose,  I  dread  that  my 
father— »lo^Ä^r,  I  mean— "  She  blushed, 
and  was  so  confused  she  could  say  no  more. 

Pity 
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IHty  pleaded  in  Edgar's  1:  i 
vveaker  sex. 

"  If  I  could  be  of  use,"  i  i 
gar,  "  I  would  change  my  i 
v/e  lose  tinie ;  I  will  retum  1  i 
suspicion  may  fall  on  me,  if  i 
togeth».  Convey  her  danj  : 
mother,  or  ye  are  lost ;  both  i 
to  prison — ^perhaps  to  death !" 

Kdgar,    a£G?cting  iUness,   b 
wipe  the  drops  from  bis  face  ai 
the  cabin.      The  pedlar,.  as  s 
her  pendl,  was  lost  in  thoug]  i 
with  a  design  to  rouse  her,  m:  i 
dental  step  in  contaet  with  hi 
f  ude  oath  foUowed  Edgar 's  ap{:  i 
der.:  he  sneäked  humbly  to  bis  i 
the  pedlar  missed  bis  son;  sl 
off  to  seek  him,  and  with  füll  ii 
Edgar  saw  him  depart,  for  in  ti 

E  5 
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the  horses  were  seen  through  the  Windows, 
about  to  be  exchanged. 

Edgar  asked  the  person  next  him,  if  he 
would  not  take  the  air  ? 

The  person  said — *'  No,  it  was  not 
worth  while." 

Edgar  complained  of  his  siekness,  and 
again  went  up  to  leave  the  boat.  The 
Swiss  pedlar  had  climbed  the  dam  (which 
was  miieh  higher  than  the  boat),  but  the 
drcad  of  falling,  and  seeing  no  hold,  de- 
terred  liavinia  frora  the  attempt.  Edgar 
instantly  saw  her  distress,  andlifted  her 
in  his  arms  to  the  height,-  whence  the  ped- 
Jar  received  her  from  him. 

As  he  left  the  bärge,  Edgar  could  only 
refleet  an  why  he  had  changed  his  plans  ? 
or  why  foUoW  such  stränge  adventurers? 
They  were  Englisfa,  it  was  true ;  but  Eng- 
land could  produce.  rogues  as  weil  sls  the 

continent ; 
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kontinent ;  a  young  lady  in  men's  clothes 
could  not  feel  delicacy;  and  the  expres* 
sions  of  Tnilor  were  .vulgär  and  absurd,, 
perfectly  needless  for  keeping  up  the  cha.- 
racter  which  he  had  chosen  to  assume. 

"  I  had  better  retum  to  the  coche  d'eau^^ 
thought  Edgar ;  "  we  are  bordering  on 
the  Cantons ;  I  have  paid  my  passage;  my 
box  is  in.  the  bärge;  three  days  will  ac- 
complish  my  journey,  and  a  short  rest will' 
allow  me  to  prepare  my  school,  and  think. 
of  independence.*' 

The  barg^  moved  on,  and  the  few  who^ 

fiad  landed  dropped  hastily  into  it    Ed*-  ' 

gar  looked  round  to  bid  adieu  to  the  ped- 

lar ;  she  was  out  of  sight,  but-  her  son  lin- 

gered.    Edgar  went  to  shake  hands,  and^^ 

with  a  loaded  heart,   meant  to  say  fare^ 

well ! 

**  Älake  haste^''    saiä  the  son>.  impa- 

E  6L  tiently;; 
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tiently ;  "  «he  wül  retum  if  we  don*t  run 


an." 


^  Fare.ye.weD !"  said  Edgar,  solemnly ; 
tlien  took  the  hand  that  beckoned  him. 

**  Whatr    cried    the   lad,   tremblingi 

will  you  leave  us  now  ?'•  The  lips  qui- 
vered,  and  the  colour  fled, 

Too  eloquent  was  such  emotion.  Ed- 
gar paused  for  a  minute,  then  looked 
round ;  the  coche  d'eau  was  not  visible--— 
the  winding  waters  shut  it  firom  his  view. 

^*  My  fete  is  now  determined,"  cried 
Edg^;  **  I  must  foUow  you.  But  my 
box — ^it  is  a  great  loss  to  a  Jew !" 

^  \^^  can  soon  replace  it,"  said  the  lad, 
as  joy  sparkled  on  his  features ;  **  but  now 
let  US  overtake  my  mother,  she  will  be 
enraged  at  my  delay.** 

Edgar  and  Lavinia  speeded  through  an 
crdiard,   dimbed  a  gate,    and  saw  the 

pedlar 
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pedlar  running  in  a  lane  with 
tion. 

*•  Stop,  ßtop  I**  cried  Edgar,  \ 
must  have  horses,  and  the  l 
procure  :    at   yonder  farm  w 
bably  be  supptied.    Meanwhi 
direction  would  you  fly  to  av 
and  mislead  your  enemies,   s 
Endeavour  to  trace  you?" 
,    The  pedlar  made  a  sudden 
sat  down  on  a  bank,  quite  oui 
£dgar  and  the  lad  stood  befo 
pecting  her  reply;  instead  of 
eagerly  iindid  her  pack,  and  fi 
a  piece  of  chintz  drew  several 
manuscript      These  she  carefi 
lipon  her  apron  on  the  ground 
tinuing  her  search,   drew  fori 
waistcoat,  boots,  and  Brutus  w 
nia  loqked  alarmed,  but  dared  i 
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"  Now,  Moses,  you  shall  soon  see'  th« 
earl  of  Carlomöunt,"  exdaimed  the  Swiss 
pedlar,  ^*  ct-dcoanti?  tearing  the  wraps  from 
his  head,.and  putting  on  his  wig;  in  a  im* 
nute  he  dropped  his  petticoats,.  and  dis- 
played  pantaloons,  shortened  in  the  leg, 
indeed,  but.  suffident  for  boots  in  this 
emergency;  and  in  three  seeonds  he  kick* 
ed  his  feminine  adjustments  iiito  a- ditch, 
seeming  most  happy  to  be  himself  again, 
and  disgusted  with  disguise.  After  plaeing 
his  travelling  cap  a  little  on?«  one  side,  he 
tumed  to  Edgar,  say ing— "  Moses,  do  you 
think  they  would  know  me  now  ?" 

Edg^,  without  evioang  astonishment, 
answered — **  No,.my  lord;  but  they  would 
know  these  dothes,  if  you  leave  them  here.? 

As  he  spoke  he  picked  up  the  disguise^ 
tied  it  with  a  handkerdiief,  then  addedr— 
^  We  have  no  time  to  lose." 

"No, 
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**  No,  my  honest  Israelite,      i 
of  that,  I  can  assure  you.    ] 
changed  my  plans  suddenly ; 
all  the  charins  of  Switzerland»    i 
riow  go  to  Leghorn." 

"Leghorn!'*  repeated Edgai 
prise. 

«  Yes,"  said^  the  earl;  "  bul 
not  echo  my  words  m  future. 
Leghorn;  there  I  have  a  sister 
thenco,  by  good  maneeuvring,    : 
reach  England  in  the  end." 

"  England !"  cried  Edgar,  lin  ; 
and  with   emphasis-;   "  it  is 
land." 

"  Confound  your  echo,  Mosei 
the  earl;  "  if  you  are  English, 
not  be  a  elown." 

From  time  to  titne  Edgar  eye  I 
her  colour  fled  and  came ;  sh : 
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tbat  in  discovering  himself,  her  £ither 
would  involve  her.  She  had  early,  in  the 
coclte  d'eau,  traced  the  features  of  the  un« 
known,  to  whom  she  ougtit  to  be  grateful; 
tiis  voice  and  language  spoke  the  gentle- 
raan,  his  support  was  ofiered  with  such 
grace,  his  politeness  so  innate,  he  spoke 
French  in  such  style,  so  correctly — in 
short,  this  blue-«yed  f^r-coraplexioned 
Jew  had  so  much  of  the  Gentile  about 
him,  as  to  create  in  her  mind  an  intei-est 
wfaoUy  new,  and  made  her  tremble  for 
the  indelicacy  of  her  disguise ;  and  she 
Vffts  also  painfiilly  hurt  at  the  expressions 
of  her  imperious  father  to  so  excellent  a 
friend  as  tlie  kind  Jew. 

Edgar,  without  noticing  the  earl,  took 
his  map  from  his  bosom,  and  traced  a  sort 
of  route  to  the  ^Ups  with  his  fingen 

"  Wliat  a  perplexing  joLirney  !"  exclainrir 


I 
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«d  Edgar ;  "  this  delicate  boy  will  never 
Support  it — he  will  die  of  fatigue.     I^ 
should  reoamniend ** 

**  It  is  not  for  you  to  reeommend,  good 
Moses,"  Said  the  earl,  **  it  must  be  as  I 
pleasep  I  mean  to  stop  in  some  village 
for  my  own  oonvenience«  when;  the  dan- 
ger is  less.  Go,  and  see  about  fhe  horses, 
«nd  bring  them  hare  directly." 

**,My  dear  father,"  cried  Lavinia»  in 
great  alann,  **  do  you  forget  our  obliga* 
Hons  so  quickly  ?  This  gentleman  is  your 
friend,  not  your  servant  See  how  yott 
«hock  bim !  I  am  ready  to  sink  at  such 
an  outrageJ' 

Edgar's  lip  trembled — ^resentment  shot 
such  a  glance  at  the  earl  as  surprised  him» 
Edgar  advanced,  and  said — "  You  have 
given  me  your  secret — you  are  in  my 
power;   but,   to  prove  myself  on  equai 

term 
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terms,  take  mine.     Come  apart;  that  t 
may  speak  freeiy/' 

"  Curse  me  if  I  do,"  replied  tbe^earlj 
**  you  are  armed,  I  know — I  won't  trüst 
you.'* 

Lavinia  feil  on  her  knees  before  them ; 
terror  made  her  risk  the  earl's  displeasure 
— ^"  Peace,  peace!"  exclairaed  she,  loudly, 
**  or  we  are  lost  for  ever !  You  have  fpund 
a  fiiend,,  my  father,  where  you  eould  least 
expect  it — even  in  this  benevolent  Jew;- 
Could  you  insult  him  at  the  very  moment 
he  has  lost  his  all  to  serve  and  guide  us  ? 
What  could  we  do,  should  he  forsake. 
and  leave  us  to  our  fate  ?" 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


<##V^r#^««^#^^##^.«^#> 


Lord  Carlomount  was  one  of  1 
who  can  be  humble  for  their  o^ 
nience — A  momeiit  of  reflectioi 
bis  tone  ;  the  Jew  could  not 
at  tbis  period — ^He  was  usefuL- 
ficed. 

**  Moses,"  Said  bis  lordship,  < 
bis  band,  "  wouldst  tbou  call  do 
upon  US?  we  are  not  Egyptians 
guide  tbrougb  tbe  wilderness, 
PharoaJi  and  bis  host  to  dra^r  u 
slavery  and  imprisonment  again. 

Edgar  made  no  reply,  but  vi 
ward  tbe  farm. 

"  Oh,  be  is  gone !"  cried  Lavin! 
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to  liim — ^beseech  him  to  retum!  He  is^ 
mortally  offended — ^Poor  Jew !  he  has  lost 
his  box,  and  we  have  made  a  beggar  of  a 
friend,  and  cb^nged  hinüi^  to  our  worst 
enemy." 

**  That  may  prove  true,"  said  the  earl ; 
*^  I  must  coax  him  back,  or  we  are  un« 
done !"  Saying  this,  he  strode  hastily  after 
Edgar,  with  his  purse  in  his  hand^  de^ 
pending  upon  its  efBcacy  to  reconcile  the 
Jew, 

Lavinia's  teftrs  had  now  liberty  to  flow, 
and  she  did  not  put  them  t^  restraint 
At  length  she  grew  alarmed ;  her  fäther, 
she  feared,  had  foond  their  friend  inflex* 
ible — he  eould  not  brook  the  humiliation» 
He  was  a  gentleman  in  the  füllest  sense  of 
the  Word,  and  had  fled  from  insiilt  with 
natural  disgust. 

But  what  fluctuatmg  sensations  filled 

her 
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her  breast,  when  three  horses  came  up  the 
road,  and  stopped  before  her !  She  sprung 
upon  her  feet  almost  with  ecstasy,  and  the 
Jew  dismounted  close  to  her. 

With  an  embarrassed  look,  he  said  to 
Lavinia — "  Poor  boy  !  you  are  not  strong: 
can  you  ride  a  journey  ?" 

"  Take  him  behind  you,"  said  the  earl ; 
**  he  is  a  puny  brat,  and  your  horse  is 
strong :  let  him  ride  on  one  side,  that  will 
greatly  spare  him,  and  accelerate  our  jour- 
ney, which  his  fatigue  would  slacken,'* 

The  blushing  boy  eonsented,  while  Ed- 
gar in  a  moment  undid  the  bündle,  and 
laying  the  disguise  of  the  Swiss  pedlar 
in  smooth  order  upon  the  horse,  soon  con- 
verted  it  to  a  convenient  seat  for  the  trem- 
bling  boy,  and  again  remounting  his 
horse,  saw  the  earl  place  the  lad  upon  it, 
Time  was  no  longer  wasted;  a  peasant 

mounted 
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mounted  in  the  rear  to  bring  back  the 
cattle,  and  guide  them  through  a  forest, 
where  many  roads  crossed  its  extensive 
precinets.  Eight  leagues  would  bring 
them  to  a  postfaouse,  where  tbey  hoped  to 
liire  ^oine  sOTt  of  carriage,  in  which,  with 
less  fatigue,  the  journey  might  be  eonti- 
nued. 

What  had  passed  between  Edgar  and 
the  earl  in  the  farmyard  was  not  ^  yet 
discovered ;  but  the  name  of  "  Moses''  ap- 
peared  to  be  omitted,  and  more  gentle 
manners  possessed  the  earl.  He  was  well 
pleased  to  converse  in  his  native  tongue ; 
cheered  his  son  (as  he  continued  to  call 
him),  joked  him  for  his  want  of  courage, 
laughed,  and  said — *^  He  never  would  be 


a  man,'' 


Meanwhile,  the  fast  trot  the  earl  rode  at 
discomposed  Lavinia ;  she  was  ashamed 

to 
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Don't  let  your  coneeit  bring  you  to  the 
ground,  and  thus  impede  our  ffight  by 
breaking  your  bones.'* 

This  rough  speech  had  all  the  desired 
effect — ^Laylnia  no  longer  slmink,  she  held 
tightly ;  and  assuming  the  licence  of  her 
disguise,  talked  freely,  and  beguiled  the 
way  by  questions  and  observadons  that 
pleased  and '  amused  both  Edgar  and  her* 
seif  to  the  end  of  the  way. 

"  What  a  curious  intioduction  was 
ours !"  Said  Lavinia ;  **  you  saved  my  fe- 
ther^s  life ;  but  what  a  pitiful  ooward  was 
I!  Don't  you  despise  me?** 

**  I  despise  a  coward,  eertainly,"  rejmned 
Edgar. 

**  I  thought  you  would  disHke  me/* 
added  Larinia«  "  for  I  am  also  a  fool/' 

Edgar  lauglied. 

She  Continued — **  Did  you  e^rer  see  a 

spirit  ? 
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Stillt  ?  I  saw  one  last  night,  upoir  lAy 
honoiir !  Don't  teil  ray  fiither — ^but,  if  you 
will  beliefve  «le,  I  saw  an  apparition  thii^ 
moming.  Oh,  it  was  so  handsome !-— But 
no  matter  for  that — I  saw  it  for  ten  mi- 
nutes,  and  then  it  VBOiished.  I  wonder  if 
I  shall  ever  see  it  more  ?" 

Edgar  shook  his  «ides  with  laughter. 
'  /^  No  doulrt,  this  was  the  spirit  i^  a  fe- 
male  lliat  cbarmed  you  iso?"  r^ined  Ed- 
gar— **  Did  you  feei  aftaid?" 

^<  My  coward  heart  feit  bold  <in  this 
occfision/'  repBed  LaüniaT-^  Sfaould  it 
come  again,  I  migfat  tremUe,  but  I  should 
begkd,  nevertfadiess:^ 
'  ^*  In*  y^vLT  heait,  then,  yoH  arenoccew^ 
a(rd/'  sald  Edgar — ''  Wh^n  y<))iis4irea  maa^. 
yöu  wjU:  be  very  brave.'*  .     .  ^ 

Lavinia  fi^  iiow  so  assüred  ihat  he  did 
TOI«;  XI.  F  not 
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not  suspect  häi",  äiat  $be  gave  böse  tp  tjhe 
gay  ffights  ^  a  youi^  linaginiitt^n.  Of  a 
lively  wif,  shp  aa  a  boy  feit  öq  refitraitit ; 
and  as  the  earl  rode  hefore,  üttered  tfaose 
brilliant  saUies  of  i^ontaheoiis  Impulse 
thai  Gfaaraiad  and  äurpriaed  her  «ttejrtiTe 
hearer.  Howbeit,  a  small  eTCBt  diAtiücbed 
their  plfs^sor^. .  ^I%e  eaii^s  pmäuigd  had 
brokeloofiei  äie baad  paeenf  liis  Uoise  had 
tarn  off  ish^  fastemngs,  qädd  th»' whiedt  )tod 
escaped  without'  hia  knöwjtedga.  1  £dgi^ 
had  too  fhll  ^mpbytaieitt  In  a^rcii^tj^  tiie 
böughs  toi  obs«r!7e.the  ditoüer;:  ai^  I^m«' 
hia  iKis  tooLJkofi^  to  cftst  b^l  ^e^  dofwi^ 
ward,  and  ponder  on  fkke<^^o.tbe  f ajl  i0o^ 
WM  consebuft  of  .^  <^  .tmdMf>«  He 
fltoppei  so.  fhoH  tliAt  £d^  jccmM  ?t^ 
av  oid  him-^the  coäGuarion  i»$  odt  gmti»3f 
iind  I^rinia  M.to  tb^  ipmiii^ 

«Whfiw 


^*  Wher^  are  my  manuÄ^i^te?''  roared 
the  earl,  as  Lavinia  rose  from  the  gioond : 
^'  J£  Öiey  are  lost  I  am  undone  P* 

His  sfealto  reeorer  his  lost  treasure  su« 
perse^Uog  the  «are  &r  his  child^  he  turned 
jhifiborse.to  jregain^  His  piipei:ii  itvhiie £d* 
gMt  spniBg  from  tibe  aaddie,  .mit:  atiteridkig 
to  fl©y  Älng  but  Laviaia. 
:  8he^  hsd  stmitk  hw  head  Bgainst  the 
root  of  a  syeamore»  and;  althougb  $he  re- 
gamed  heif  fe^,  3be  stogjgefed,  mä  feit 
iiFbo%r  bewUdteed  wiöi  tfefe  htovr. 
.  ^.  fidgpar.  did  all  he  ooidd  to  mA$t  her»  but 
te  hed  DO  fiesQiuvees.  Water  eould  m^t  be 
ftnffd»  neither  were  volatiles  attainiihle; 
aSlik^fiouU  do  vf^»  to  $up|K>rt.h«r,  and 
fmU off : her&ff  eap^  to»  look^finr a  wqund. 
Herihair  feil  over  hee  Shoulders  fi-om  the 
nbmh  that  had  oontioUed  it ;.  her  forehead 
«afi  ti^iQtb'aiidxMfaU.inid^aiÜi  palo, 
-     *  E  ä  and 
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and.nearly  Hfeless,  she  was  lovely  in  de- 
spite  of  her  disgiiise. 

Edgar  {nilled  aside  theüiir  locks,  to  ex- 
amine  her  templeS;  an  one  a  large  lump 
began  to  be  viiable — no  other  hurt  ap- 
peared ;  and,  kl  a  short  time^  her  &ded 
cheeks  began  to  resume  their  ccdour.  Her 
first  idea  was  thefear  of  being  discovered. 
She  caugfat  her  cap,  and  ^put  It  on,  and 
^crambled  up  with  great  eagemess:  Her 
hair  next  appalled  her ;  she  endeavoured 
to  push  it  üp,  but  the  oomb  was  losty  and 
the  cdp  woald  not  oonoeal  it  Aware  of 
all  these  distresses,  Edgar  seemed  not  to 
perceive  tfaem,  but  addressed  the/guide 
with  -som^  yßLgue^  question,  not  at  Hl  to 
the  pmpose  the  man  was  anxious  ito  pnv 
pose:  he  wanted  to  get.on;  he  talked 
^f  danger  in  these  woods;  he.mfght  be 
jobbed  of  bis  hiMses,  and  they  migbt  liMse 

their 
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fheir  lües;  besides^  wolres  inlested  the 
fore$t--*I]Q  shorty  he  csust  up  su6h  a  sunt 
of  dangers  as  multiptied  at  eveiy  word. 

"  GoqgT  Heaveii !"  cried  Lavimav  "  I 
dont  see  Wfy  fatiier;^— What  is  beoome  oi 

Edgftr  tit  legngtlri  renxembered  the  earf» 
after  ihe  kpse  of  half  an  hour ;  but  wheiie 
he  the»  was;  none  of  thftm  coüld  telK 
With  the  mdst  anxkius  attafitiön,^  Lavinia 
Jistetied  fcnr  a  sound^ — Edgar  ballooed,  but 
ita  Signal  was^  r«^turned.  Ten  minutes  of 
sii^nse  appears  an  age — >it  was  not  to  be 
Slipported :  Lavinia  begged  and  entreated 
thai  tbey  sfaotild  go  back  ;  Edgar  pro- 
posed  to  send  the  guid)e,  and  await  his  re^ 
tum. 

**Oh,  no!"  cried  Lavinia,  '^wecannot 
stay  here  akme."    Then,  suddenly  recol- 

F  3  lecting. 
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<äread  the  «wolires. !   JLefc  u8  «li  rctuffin-^w^ 

.  AU  tibi«  was  spoketi  in  Fffeilcl ;  and  the 
guide.re]^ed-~''  I  shall  not  reftum,  I  ag«' 
sure  you ;  we  are  within  three  leagaes  of 
£he  post,  «nd  if  my  horse,  n6w  imBskig, 
does  not  äppesr,  i  know  my  bmines»*^ 
fiiftt's  dl].  So  moutit,  and  set  forwttd,  and 
äoo't  lose  time  for  nojtfaing,  I  pny  yon.'' 

Kdg»r^  iiowever  he  »was  distvrasied,  wa$ 
i>f  the  güide's  opinl<»i  ths^  to  90  back  was 
iii  vam«  aa»  no  doubt,  awong  so  xmssf 
ipathways,  the  eari  had  inissed  the  voad. 
By  going  on,  they  mtght  aeed  out  people 
to  seek  him;  but  nothing  oould  be  dooe 
with  the  guide's  ill-humour  were  they  ta 
remcdo.  This  he  xepres^nted  to  liavinia 
whik  she  was  almost  yieldiag  to  despaav 

No 


4 
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Ka  petsuasicm  appeäted  to  aä^t  her-^thb 
two  spies  had  landed,  she  Mt  assured,  atAi 
she  sfaould  neter  see  ber  father  again. 

"  Thhik  but  one  momenC  cried  Ed- 
gar^  ^*  öid  jovL  will  be  convinced.  These 
meii  were  only  spies  of  Bonaparte ;  they 
could  not  arrest  of  Iheir  own  aeeord-fc- 
they  must  have  some  sanction  firom  the 
laws,  ai^d  such  couM  not  be  obtained  tili 

they  arrived  at .    We  must  go  on,  if 

we  reflect  reasotiably;  but  youi^  terrors 
^isttact  ycfUy  and  put  oreason  to  fl^bf 

"  I  know  it,**  tejoin^  Laviiiia^— "^  I  am 
lost-^undone !  Oh^  my  pobr  ft(therf-~I 
^läll  go  mad! — I  feel  my  ttiind  giting 

way!: ^Alone — no  pröfcector! — Oh  that 

I  might  die  at  thb  moment,  tö  save  mt 
4rom  despair !" 

"  Oh  that  I  couM  dare  to  console  thee  !'* 
thought  Edgar—."  A  woman — an  ünpto- 

F  4  tected 
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tected  female,  has  every  claim  on  man! 
.Humanity,  honour,  pity,  taidemesS)  eveiy 
üner  feeling,  nati^ally  presonts  itself  at 
sight.of  her  di&tFesß.  Age  or  defe^mity 
in  woman  ought  not-^^shaU  oot  close  my 
heart  against  the  sex.  Whatam  I  to  da? 
In  this  case  I  am  at  fault;  I  mn8%  treat 
her  as  a  boy — condemn  her  seeming  weak- 
nqss  in  yieldiiig  to  despair^  and  urge  her 
to  go  on  " 

Lavioia  was-  lesmng.  be«  arm«  oirer  the 
saddle,  her  face  hid  by  her  hand^  while 
conrulsive  sobs  shook  her  frame,  Ti(hen  the 
impatienf  gtride,  losing  bis  temper/began 
to  swear.  and  insist  on  their  going  foi> 
ward;  Edgar  joined  a  mild  entreaty,  uc- 
ging  her  to  behave  like  a  man,  mkI  not  like 
a  whimpering  schoolboy,  that  wept  for  paps^ 
because  he  was  mit  of  his  sight  With 
a  .wild  look  of  d^^air,  Lavinia  raised  hep 

head — 
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head^^she  tried  to  speak»  but  could  tiob; 
she  dragged  hec  für  cap  över  her  ^yes,  tind 
walked  föri¥ard  a  short  way.  Edgar  8it£> 
iered  ha:  to  pim^qd»  .while  he  remounted 
the  liorse»  and  folIowed.ker  stepis  at  a  slow 
pace. 

<'  Ba,  ba  T  cried  tbe  guide,  -  this  will 
be  doing  nothing.  ^  You  sulky  yonng  imp» 
mount  the  horse  I  say^  or  I  «hall  mak^ 
you ;  we  shall  arrive  too  Jäte  to  seek  my 
master'a  b^ast»  wlüe^  your  fatherbas  ni^de 
.off  with.  Parbkuf  I  do  not  think  ei- 
ther  of  ye  are  too.  honest,  if  I  speak.feeely 
on  the  subject." 

Edgar  dared  not  yield  to  the  first  im- 
pulse,  which  was  to  knock  the  fellow 
down,  for,  at  the  guide's  threat,  Lavinia 
ran  to  Edgar,  and  begged  bim  to  take  her 
up,  and  give  her  bis  protection. 

"  I  will  proteet  you,'*  replied  be,  put* 

'       ,  Fö  ting 
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tiü^  the  harse  beside  a  mound^  ^  if  you 
*irill  be  msouMe, '  By  my  lioiHmr«-«bj 
^mf  mmV"  continued  be^  ^ith  enaigy, 
*^  pcor  as  I  am,  I  will  ptotect  you  tili  ybu 
lee  yottr  ^(tfaer,  <>r  leadi  the  residenice  af 
your  relation.*' 

Lavinia,  as  she  stepped  up  the  momid, 
hent  her  fordb^ad  on  his  hand,  that  was 
exten  Jed  ta  help  her  up  behind  bim — it 
was  bathed  in  het  teaiis.  Neither  of  them 
gave  maee  utteraince  to  thdr  fee&ng^,  bM 
'lode  on  as  &st  as  she  eould  bear  the  hard 
moireiBents  of  the  horse. 


•  * 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

I^  1ms  tban  im  hont  tke  eot  of  a  wood- 
«utter  a)>pMred,  land  in  another  minute, 
the  guide  exdaimed,  that  he  saiw  faii  hone 
tethered  amongst  the  ttees.^ 

The  voice  6f  the  earl  nexH  saluted  thehr 
ears,  more  lond  than  liarkioiiioi»-^^  Why» 
where  ean  yo\i  have  been?"  said  he—**  I 
have  been  waitmg  tili  I  am  weary.  I 
-found  my  packet,  however,  and ^ 

The  whrfe  of  Edgar'«  ^ertiom  could 
not  save  Lavinia  fiom  droppiüg  off  the 
horse.  The  unexpected  sight  of  her 
father  caüsed  a  Tevufeion  of  the  Wood^ 
ftom  -sudden  joy,  that  stcypped  it»  ck- 
culation»  and  i^e  feinted;  and  altheugli 

f6  Edgar 
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Edgar  broke  her  fall,  he  could  not  wholljr 
save  her  from  the  ground. 

His  lordsbipr  attributing  the  fit  to  fa- 
tigue,  carried  bis  poor  hoy  into  the  hut^ 
grumbling  all  the  time  at  the  effeminacy 
bi  a  lad  vrho  ims/too  delicate  §(x\B^y 
.manly  exertio«,  änd  wbo  seem^d  bor» 
only  to'give  trouhte. 

His  lordship's.  ads  did  not  aceord  with 
bis  words.  Gently  be  rubbed  her  faands, 
and  wet  her  lips  mth  wine  and  water;  sujv 
portq^  her  hea4  on  bis  breast,  and  kissed 
her  cbld/  dieek  )pth  look^  of  angjiujsli. 
These  ai:t$  were  inadvertent,  but  Edgar 
with  pkasure  observed  them,  -  ^d.  in* 
wardly  rejoieed/as  hitherto  he  had  thought 
tl{e  earl  a  ^savage. 

;    Lavinia  revive«^  but  appeaied  so  lan- 

guid  tfaey^  could  not  for  somß  time  remove 

:hßT^    Sbe  clung  round  her  f^ther's  neclf, 

'        ,  0  \  wept 
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Wept  äbundantly,  and  held  hlm  fast^  lest 
again  slie  might  perhaps  lose  himr  if  she 
let  him  go. 

Edgar  feit  some  surpris^  at  the  placi^ 
dity  of  the  giiide.  His.hurry  seemed  to 
deep;  the  horses  were  eating  barley  out 
of  a  trough  amongst  the  trees  y  and,  ex^ 
eept  a  sort  of  murmur  frcnn  a  baek.plaoev 
every  tl^ng  seemed  at  peace. 

Curipus  to  ac^unt  for  this  suddeii 
change»  he  stole  round  the  hut,  and,  hiddon 
by  the  bovghs,  he.  saw  the  canvives  le- 
^ing  under  a  shed,  and  the  guide  was  ui>- 
eorkli^  some  sparkling  champaigiie.  The 
hostess  put  sc»ne  dainty  ham  on  his  plate, 
.and  appeaied  to  shew  him  great  attention. 
Two  other  men  sat  by,  who  probably  had  ' 
.dined,  as  they  only  partook  of  the  bottle. 

«  Surely,"  thought  Edgar,  /*  this  i&  a 
nest  for  thieyes  by  their  good  cheer— YSTe 

are 


are  rather  onlucky.  Craving  p&rdcm  fbr 
my  meenness,  I  shall  take  leave  to  list^ ; 
their  conversation  may  be  usefidt  if  not 
mproving.*' 

He  advaneed  cautiously  to  tbe  back  of 
Hie  shed^  and  was  soon  convinced  bf  Ms 
wror;  not  that  tbe  woodcntter  or  hb  cot 
{eagues  were  lawfirily  honest— m  ftict^ 
linder  bis  faggoti?,  many  a  ß>rbidden  tmflße 
traveüed  firom  tbe  cansfK  far  and  near,  of 
whidt  tbe  farm  made  tbe  first  depdt,  and 
tbe  woodcutter's  tbe  second.  Tbua,  un^er 
Ibe  tbatch  of  a  miserable  cainn,  a  cöhk 
merce  was  airiied  on  that  enriched  many 
«people,  wbose  cönsciences  Mt  no.stir^ibr 
•cbeating  the  State  when  tbey  fbund  occa- 
-sion. 

lE4gax  saw  no  heinous  crime  in  tbe  mat- 

tei^-^From  «tbe  beggar  to  tbe  consul,  all 

-was  ^'\Buse  €on$re  rtisef'  and  every  good 

patriot 
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'patrhi  filled  his  own  purse  befi^e  he  et 
iectecl  any  good  to  hh  motbcr-coun^, 
.^though  he  tmmpeted  fotth  her  ferne 
-dnd  bis  own  sacFtfioe»  from  mam  to  ffijgbt^ 
«id  eke  from  night  to  moming, 

Ihe  gttide^  Edgar  leartA;  had  budineosh 
'to  transaet  fest  his  master,  which  he  in- 
tended  should  have  beeH  dorie  ae  he  re- 
^turned;  but  the  eircumstaiiee  ^t  had 
detidned  the  parfy  he  had  cönducted»  ai][d 
the  .ho${Htality  of  his  hostess,  made  faim 
settie  Üle  afiair  on  the  instant,  and  eon- 
tentedly  ehjoy  the  plenty  on  tbeir  board^ 
and  their  ex^Uenft  wine  and  liqueurs« 

Edgar  bad  beaid  enoogh  to  c»dm  hk 
suspicions ;  and  soon  after  perceived  the 
'guide  throw  himself  upon  a  bank  to  take 
ai  siesti. 

Edgar  re-enliered  tke  kot^  and  rejoiced 

to 
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to  find  Lavinia  «leeping.  Her  fsther  faad 
bis  tahlets  out,  and  was  busily  em^oyed 
wilii  kis  pencil,  as  if  all  bis  fisars  of  bang 
piusued  were  beoome  groundleas  or  far- 
gotten.  He  kx>ked  up  as  Edgar  entered, 
bat  tbelookwassoabatracted^tbat,  tfaough 
the  eye  manifested'  a  token  of  sight,  k 
oertainljr  gave  no  sign  of  peireeption* 

Edgar  took  bis  seat  on  a  bendi;  bis 
ra^^ed  tunk  fl^gled  unse^nly  in  bis 
sij^t-^the  idea  produeed  many  consequent 
others^  that  finally  ended  in^^  Wliat  are 
my  plans?  Why  do  I  foliow  this  odd 
man?  and  what  canjie,  or  mü  he  do,  to 
further  my  desire.  to  eam  my  subsist- 
ence?* 

Edgar^s  eyes  wandered  to  the, grabat  on 
which  Lavinia  slept ;  her  cheek  was  flush- 
ed  with  tbe  deep  tingpe  of  levensh  sleep^ 

and 
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and  her  Ups  resemUed  coral.  Ed^r  dfew 
a.  long  sigb>  HS  the  oontemplation  pleased 
lüm. 

« 

*•  I  may  be  .  embanpassed,  nay,  conor 
pletely  beggax^"  thought  he ;  ''  but  it 
i/fould  be  «hameful  to  d^ert  her  now.  She 
may  yet  want  a  protector :  a  perilous  jo\ir- 
ney  they  have  yet  ta  aecomplish— ^an  AL 
pinetract  to  surmount  She  cannot  de- 
.pend  on  the  earl — ^he  appear$  flighty,-  ol> 
atinate^  and  proud — hß  may  commit  hioa- 
^If  by  hk  «Goentrieity,  tben  what  woqld 
become  ,of  her?  Shpuldlconsidermyowa 
JiecessitieS}  and  leave.  her  to  struggle  alone, 
with  unforeeeen  eontingeneies  ?" 

"  An  e^ellent  remark,  upon  my  soul!'* 
exclaimed  the  earl — "  What  a  happy  ta- 
lent  I  possess !  Here«  amidrt  complicated 
diffieulties,  I  can  observe,  digest,  ^nd  cöwr 
pose  travek,  aneodotes,  wd  iucidents,  wit|^ 

;  aflovir 


a  flow  of  language  that  seems  to  asfonisk 
mysdf !  St.  Valerie,"  contihued  the  e^rl^ 
"  you  look  amazed,  but  you  wiM  wonder 
when  you  know  me  quile." 

Edgar  certainly  did  look  surprised,  for 
bis  lordship's  exdamation  seetned  to  reply 
to  Edgar*s  lucubrations ;  but  ere  tue  eu- 
k)gium  finished,  it  was  not  difficult  to  un^ 
derstand  that  vanity  had  impelled  tbat 
liraise  which  could  only  be  just  from  the 
judgment  of  others.  Edgar  feit  no  wish 
to  feed  so  frothy  a'sentiment ;  thereÜM-e,  tö 
t^hange  the  theme,  he,  in  a  low  voiee^  inv 
quired  by  what  means  bis  tordship  had  at^ 
rived  before  them  at  the  hut  ? 

**  It  is  a  clever  incldent  for  ism  au- 
thor,**  rejoined  the  earl,  '"andiny  good 
genius  contrived  it*  I  no  sooner  espied 
my  pack,  than  I  descended  from  my  horse 
to  rejoice  over  my  treasuFe.    Mes^whiK 

Ilet 
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I  kt gotiiö  Mdk  to  sti^  Ike  {)Mk  beibr^ 
me/tbe  bcltter  to  «teure  it  My  l»iit^ 
idieekd  loimd  suddenly,  ^ond  wm  aboüt 
tonm  off;  jbrtumtefy  be  tiföde  rä  the 
Inidle,  tt&d  d^ated  his  intcsnt;  m  J  ugain 
ipounted,  and  to  revenge  the  trick  Jie  hftd 
been  about  to  pby  me,  I  pbyed  a  tane 
upon  bis  lifas  with  tbe  mrliole  fbn»  of  mf 
legjB^  jo  as  to  make  hxm  dance  weriily 
tfardii^h  the  tnck  whidli  I-  tlb^ti  püt^ued^ 
.Airtoiüsfaed  thot  I  disd  not  overtnke  ym, 
i  uroald  bftve  stopped,  but  my  hone, 
knowing  where  he  would  find  a  göod<dinr 
iker,  being  witblQ  a  mite  of  thehut^  fo^eed 
me  to  give  bim  bis  headv  yhich  poiQt^, 

«ItliOugh  I  had  imstaketi  the  read,  to  a 
sfot  he  was*  very  well  used  to.  I  was  weU 
pleased  to  finä  bim  halt  at  the  but  for  bis 

0 

own  pleasure,  and  I  got  off  to  make  in- 
quiries  fot  my  party,  which  I  beginn  in 

my 
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my  tum  to  suspect  migfat  be  lost  Mine 
boBt,:  on'  that  head,  sufficiently  re-assUred 
me»  from  hi»  eonfideoce  m  the  guide;  bot 
I  woited«  vrith  axi  imtxtble  impatienee^ 
häving  no  eine  to  aßCount  for  yotir  unrea«^ 
Mnat^  d^ay.'^ 

^Cottld  you  not  have  ailowed  some^ 
tfaing  for  tbealann  of  ycrar  son  ?"  rejoined 
^äigßt^-**  I  ieared  for  bis  Ufe ;  and.  had 
not  tb?  guide  roused  bim  fix>m  despidr,  by 
the  ferocity  o£  threats»  we  might  bare 
been  naw  on  the  iide  of  the  caiial^  seeking 
you,  under  an  apprebenaion  that  you 
were  seized  by  the  two  sf  ies»  wbo  had  for- 
ciMy  arresiSed  yoli.'^ 

The  earl  iißstaRtly  ]fHit  hiis  tablets  änd 
pendl  into  .  his  brßa&t-r-"  I  had  forgot,'' 
<Sried  he,  anxioudy,  *^'I  häd  forgotten  those 
€ürsed  rogues.  How  apropos  was  yqur 
«öggestion !    We  must  get  forWatd,   St 

Valerie ! 
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Valerie!  ^Vhere  is  the  giiide?— But 
the  boy«— what  shall  we  do  with  Iiiai? 
It  18  a  confounded  bnsiiiess»  after  aU!-^ 
What  can  we  do  widi  the  boy  ?** 

Edgar  eould  not  snppras  a  smile,  in 
spite  ot'  'Ooippessiön  ibr  Lavinia,  the  earl 
peeped  about  witii  looks  of  such  dismay 
tfaat  appeared  to  disa^ee  with  his  liaughty 
nature.  He  seemed  to  appeal  ^o  Edgar 
for  «dvlce^  althoughi  had  it  been  ctfenad, 
he  would  have  disdained  it. 

For  a  moment  he  enjoyed  a  triumph 
unknown  before;  but  the  rüde  voioe  of 
the  guide  instantly  di^lled  the  idea,  for  it 
awoke  Lavinia,  wlio»  with>a  Start  of  alarm, 
cried  out — **  My  father ! — ^where  is  he  ?— 
let^me  see  him{  Oh»  my  dear,  dMr;Sir,^  as 
fihe  peroeiTed  luiHy  V  ieinlirace  yoiu-.dbädf 
thatlmayknowiti^ydurselfr  j^hespraiig 
np»  and  noi  iaU»  his  wros« 

Then 
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Thm  löoking  at  Edger»  she  beld  hef 
iMmd  out,  Gsnymg^^*^  And  you»  «ly  bene-» 
volent  Hobrew^rt^my  kuid  firiend  f  what 
gratitude  I  owe  yons«  and  homtr  smatt  t\^t 
mean&  to  porore  my  Üiattks  T 

Edgar. iargot  hiraself-^hs  presaed  tibe 
band  mtii  ftweur.  A  tiiougllt  Antteä 
throug^  hk  uhfii*^-**^'  Sbe  mnslr  kaoftv 
ibat  I  afn'not^an  iEli^brew  :  Ji^  it  4^^^^ 
wiil  indiii^  b0r  Yfi^»  eirettiif  ijb  be  to 
deoeive  and  bedooeturedtT 


CHAPTER  IX- 

9äB  honet  jimt  wora  at  -the»  ImiibibI  dmrwr 

tfw  hoBi«  leeBBpMaed-f^^hd  :£iKi3n  evoa 

ip^lftpto^gD  Olli    'Sh^t  bore  tl»  foartai^ 

to  the  posthouse  1^  urefii  mi>vßm  w^a 

seated 


:^ted  in  a  cabiio^/^t,  to  ppiyue  tj^e  jour- 
ney  wiüi  thß  utoawt  hast?. 

£dgi^  ina4e  now  one  bist  effi^rjb  to  taHe 
kßve,  obaerving«  that  as  ))e  coukL  be  lao 
further  useful,  he  would  tsk»  l^K  chaiice» 
in  U£e's  caraer,  for  b^t^  fertuoe ;  bantiiig, 
thathß  cpuJd  not  lyopk  ^l^p^^ge^  iY)»yk 
be badberi^«  . 

Th«  «^1»  iv(bQ  Müs  in  ^ei  dm^  jiMp»d 
<mt  wgtkkf  aad  «eianog  Sklgtifs  imn,  he 
crifedottb^'^  Da  you  nnon/to ituult. nie?' 
Bf  ev^  ffmwr  fo  00100  ffcfm  jmu  mUmil^ 

mm»  sVf  Hdda.  lieb  tine^  nee^  of  hq 
ikiäfief  9mfly  rfij^y.    WkfKiDm^mon 

of  you,  which  I  mean  to  do,  tbftcridigfts 
tioB  aUlltvettk tm  fom  mAi^pXMi  aa  il  dUbes 

pmsdnt,  vbdif  onrniin/a." . 

IhBK  WM  u  smc)^  pode  asc  phibiibi 

thropy 


1120  TR£  DESERTEH. 

thropy  in  this  dedaration.  Edgar  reflected 
for  a  moment»  then  wliispered  a  some« 
ttiing  in  the  ead's  ear,  to  which  he  replied, 
sofUy — -""Oh,  d-— n  it,  a  Jew  for  a  few 
days,  to  be  sure  !'* 

•  During  this  short  altereation^  tihe  ut- 
^ost  anxiety  was  pi<ituFed  in  Lavinia'is 
face ;  and  as  Edgar's  eye  met  her*6,  he  per- 
ceived  her  braah  dfF  a  tear  tliat  ispoke  lier 
dread  of  the  decision  he  was  aboat  to 
make.  This  doufat  was  soon  solved,  how- 
ever,  for  her  ittther  again  took  bis  seat 
beinde  her,  and  Edgar  sat  on  the  ifront 
benoh  of  the  old-fashkined  -vehicle,  whose 
leathcfrn  curtains  sheiter^  liim  irom  the 
night  ur,  äs  tbey  eontinued  to  travel  tili 
BKxming. 

It  Was  not  the  •eanvenienee  of  tfae  car- 
riage,  or  its  jeasy  ipaoe,  tfaiat.put  Lavlnia 
H9*6  a  soft  sltimbev;ithe  horses  semmUed 

at 


* '  •  t 


ff 

Ht  a  greftt  pace;  the  load  wa&  imigh,  and 
cut  up  dee^^  atod  the  jelfs;  tbat  thseen^ 
tened  dratractioik  ta  tbe  mocbine  only 
woitsed  Lwin»  to  «  mna^  of  that  ptea- 
sure  to  kaiyfr  fter  prateetor  was-  tsat,  and 
io  tinu;?  bec  iniisd  to  an  ^  Hefannv  nso^ 
lödy^''  fcr  at  eirery  jdt  &e  adoocU-'^  tf 
tbe  yoifidr  were  lourt  bjr  tfae  tude  concufift- 
äem?''  wbieh  qiiestian  soaadnb  iikeinnie 
h^her  car; 

After  traveHnig:  twen^  hagoia  mitihoitt 
-any  intemqrimii,  dlapprdkeiisioii  ^emeSk^E 
Ixäng  airested  bapr  tbe  ^^»5;  Kbarthttlast 
pMt  stxiod  a  cq^eliaiiifest,  th»ly  inhabiCec^ 
Md»  bat  Ibr  a  few  stiarvämg  outraged 
^prierts»  titelt  i!v«Bidered  fike  gbost»  round 
tile  niin&  of  äiek  tc9»f4fe  (yfbiäi  had^been 
puflod  dmm  by  latwless  neu)»  destdMmi 
«emedtoydgn. 

^  SGPt  of  oabaifet  sfood  by  tfae  road 
i«WL.  IL  o  side^ 
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nide,  at  which  our  travellers  stopped  and 
got  out»  and  the  jc^ful  face  of  the  host 
dilated  as  tfa^  drew  nigh,  although  the 
dress  of  the  guests  was  stränge  and  poor; 
The  wretched  eodesiastics  drew  round  the 
door»  looking  wlth  desire  on  the  gold  that 
passed  from  the  earr$  hand  to  discharge 
the  chaise ;  he  soattered  the  silver  that  was 
retnmed  ämongst  thero^  hut  as  some  wiere 
too  old  to  pick  it  up»  Edgar  gave  those 
tfae  whok  remalns  of  nioney  he  had  in  the 
worid,  nor  did  he  gire  it  grudgii^ly. 

Tfae  eorl  ordered  a  bijeakfast  of  wbat« 
ever  could  be  procured.  iEggs,  and  the 
bara  of  Baytmne«  wöre  prorocatives ; .  bot 
and  oold  milk  tetnpted  Lavinia's  taste  par^. 
j^eularly ; .  and  grape^  wata'-melon,  and 
ppmöjranate,  w^reso  t9xhptii\g  to  aU,  that 
the  tneal  was  deemed  the  p^rfectlon  of 
Juxuiy;  and,  to  pßrfect  it»  theearlg^ve 

the 


tlie  fragtnents  to  the.  poor  hovering  prieste 
wlio  lingered  near  the  cabin. 

The  eärl  iiow  began  to  complaan  of  fais 
booes ;  fae  feit  a»  if  he  had  been.  beaten, 
and  annouQced  bis  determ^lation  to  take 
a  day  or  two  fin:  reöt  before  he  attemptedr 
te  reach  the  Alpine  heights.  Edgar  had 
HO  motives  to  impel  him  onward ;  all  he 
wished  was  to  aeoertain  the  earVs  plans, 
and  to  know  how  he  could  hunself  make 
an  independence  under  the  eazl's  protee^ 
tion.  To  sarvile  oceupations  Edgar  never 
would  descend;  neither  as  an  eleemosy« 
nary  could  he  brook  to  liva  Hitherto 
he  had  been  of  use  both  to  the  earl  and 
Lävinia,  and  tbis  appeased  bis  scruples ; 
but  henoef^rth)  wfaen  they  could  do  with- 
gilt  him»  sudi  a  Ufe  would  be  insupport- 
aUe,  galling,  and  debasing ;  and  he  re- 
solved  to  know  the  ligbt  he  was  to  stand 

G  3  Ulj 
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in,  the  first  üme  he  shouM,  find  bis  kxrd» 
ship  alone. 

Llar]!hta^  bad  retireit  soon  after  tn-eakfiist 
to  a  »midi  chabilier  abeve  s^rs,  and  the 
earl  stretehed  his  limlis  u^on  im-dtd  coucb. 
He  shut  hifi  eyes  as  if  to  eourt  ^leep,  and 
M»  strong  featturea  teok  the  cast  of  apain«* 
ful  Sensation. 

*  £<%ar  wi^ed  t^  speak,  but  judged 
Hght  when  he  oonceived  #;^  was.  not  the 
mome«t  for  coalivenatioxi;  Ckfiäy  then 
he  opened  die  diKx^.meaning  tcr  devote  an 
houp  to  selüaiy  reflectton ;  but  in  this^  hs 
WBS  foHed  idiso;  för  tfae  po(»f<  iHifortunato 
priests  ncr  sooner  heheid'  ttie  heMmlewt 
J^£w  ihm  they  fbrgot  thei^  (fifilrent  fkilH 
andwenta^lertheunb^Serer^  H%stMUed 
towards  thefl*  mittel  chttroh,  i;^thi  tin^n^  iüp 
ht«  sufte,  and  lue  föremest^  eageriy  $^ssed 
l!he  occasi^i*  tcHi^eitia  the>  ^  <)flN;old  talft^  ofi 

their 


Üieir  dfertniefio«.  We  «haH  £Mrbe«  ^to^ 
cing  a  redtd  of  horror,  sacrilege,  and  cmel^ 
4y,  1$  tfll  tbe  woiid  knolr  «nd  nre  i^eury 
of  **  the  FÄnch  Revolution.** 

Edgar  liad  no  inwe  mcmey  to  be  talked 
,oat  of,  so  ämt  he  grew  tirad  of  hk  xxna^ 
potnions;  and  «8  Äch  told  die  same story^ 
otüy  kl  difik^ent  voices,  the  effect  <;eased» 
and  prodaced  ennui.  Seven  of  the  twdive 
vi  these  begging  eoclesiastks  were  stout 
young  men,  capable  oi  Uving  hy  indus- 
trioas  exertion.  Edgar  hinted  te  them 
Jiisideas  on  tihjs  mibjtet,  tvhaä  they  ig^ 
stantly  tumed  on  him  with  much  viru- 
lenoe,  soo£^ng  mA  reviling  him  as  an  un- 
believing  J^w,  that  merited  hnpalement, 
torture,  or  deatk 

Edgar  was  glad  to  tum  back  ^suddenly» 
and  re-enter  the  cabaret;  ae,  in  ^te  of 
their  holy  profession,  he  would  häve  had 

G  3  E  poör 
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a  poör  cbmoe»  Imd  I«e  met  theih  iii  a  bjr* 

way.       ■   'V  *'•  •'•♦•■.•  5    '•  > 

V'  On  entering  the  t*6om^  he  perceived  the 
earl  awake — **  Curöe  the  cabriolety  *aud 
citrse'  the  cQUch  r*  fexdäimed  the  earl — 
^  Why  did  y ou  gö  awfejr  ?  My  joints  arc 
disloeated,  I  believe.  I  carft  sleep^— not 
canlwiite:  wbat  shall  I '  do  to  keep^eiv- 
huiaway?"  i  . 

!ßdgar  gladfy  seized  the  occaston,  and 
repHed— "  Will  you  hear  the  st<My  of  ra^ 
life,  to  arnwe  yoü  ?  I  wish  you  to  know 
me  as  I  am :  I  told  you  only  that  I  was  a 

gentleman,  and  am  called  St.  Valerie.** 
>  < 

"  You  could  not  choose  a  better  time,'^ 

said  the  eari;  ^  not  that  I  Have  a  doubt  about 

you — my  judgraent  is  too  sound  to  be  im- 

posed  upon }    You  are  poor— I  am  rieh 

and  noble ;  I  have  a  Situation  for  you— 

I  have,  by  Jöve !    You  shall  bc  librarian 

ta 


tö  the  earl  of  Carlomount,  if  ever  t  see 
England  again ;  one  hundred  a-year  is  no 
bad  salary— bedand  board  into  the  bargain: 
cnly  be  a  Jew  tili  we  xeaoh  Leghorn,  then 
you  shall  commenoe  libraiian  directly-^ 
not  thaf  you  will  have  much  to  do  there, 
but  it  will  look  well  to  the  literati  that  my 
libraiian  travels  with  me.  I  shall  leave 
you  in  the  fauxbourg  as.we  arrive,  where 
you  will  arrange  your  dress  to  ypur  own 
taste»  and  foUow  me  to  my  sister'S)  as  my 
Ubrarian»  and  a  gentleman.  I  can  guess 
your  reply— so  now  teil  your  stwy." 

•*  No,  my  lord,  I  must  thank  you,**  re- 
*plied  Edgar,  '*  and  endeavour  to  meiit 

» 

yoiur  kindness  by  my  candour,  I  ama 
poor  Scholar— I  know  nothing  öf  Greek, 
veiy  little  of  Latin ;  nothing  dassical  ever 
attached  itself  to  my  education.  I  am 
tberefore  ül  qualified  for  the  honour  you 

G  4  would 
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^vwuld <tQiifer  on  nw^«  asd  mast^fiMtiveif 
dedine  it  in  jvsüot  to-you».  and  1d  q^are* 
mywlf  tcom  ceBtsase  and  ifis^raee.'' 

^  Eriuwr!**  OTed  the  eai^l;  ^  you  arc  a 
leol»  sir,  and  aiwaya  oonteM&t  nie.  Dkm't 
yoüi  Imcfw  En^ah,  jacttnian»  and  Fuench? 
Pmy  wlttdi  of  Hne  amwiA  fhibßopherä 
juiewr  as  much  irith  all  liieir  kaaaiiiigr? 
jDsd  PlatQ^  Seneca»  Diogenes»  orPfaitaiscii 
intDsdf^  tutdc^aatand  (ODe  'wprd  of  libe  fing- 

"  Lao^uages»?  rngomed.  Edgar,  '^  ^p«Oh 
bably  fbrined  Iwt  Mittle  t>f  ttb^h'-ralsidlte;' 

« ,Stuf5  «tuff  r  cwed  the  «ad—'"  mem 
pn^^oe  c^ouredttoalian.  Wie  i»«^  vb^ 
«gerate  ithe  iiatieirta^^&r  whnl;,  3  thouU 
Mke  to  ^dw  ?  Beeause  ousr  anicealipirs  did 
-so  ?   lilQfw;  I  «n  aix>ve  pr^udke^  «nd  wiK 

prove^ 


1 
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pravf ,  that  tfaem  ure  men  of  am  dayi» 

^vliGse  talents*  in  iusbcay,  poetiy>  and  phi« 

losophy,  outdo  Aristotle,  Sölon,  Vii^ 

aiid  Homet^  himself,  i^höse  wioit  of  n* 

ßnea^mt  made  his  hercyei»  to  a  rnftti,  bloody 

dninken  gluttoi»^  that  t)iov(dt4$  dkgusti 

insteäd  d  Mltninri;ion.    /  am  an  liistoriau 

myself,  jir;  I  ^me  to  Franoe  ta  iiaoe 

fiitets,  and  detect^^rror;  my  gnQiiiB  tesidt 

that  *mty*^iit  of  this  het^eaften    Yott 

shall  be  my  librarian,  amanuensis,  &c.  &ü* 

I  triU  not  be  phgued  with  College  pxigis» 

that  torm^t  me,  and  ptesume  müi  tbeir 

advioe  unadKed  for»    Aß  my  cid  books  I 

shall  coiisign  to  ihe  kft^  and  nplenish 

my  dielveir  #ith  woricp  of  tte  last  ceo* 

tury,  anä  fenb  a  iiew  clasnad  aiiange«* 

ment  ebtively  my  own  ifay^-^-^nd  mm 

yoavMy  go  <m  witii  your  domestk  hia^ 

tory,  if  yoitplMie.    Butr  flpv^pM  «o  our 

G^  afiair 
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affidr«~yiou  vrSl  undertake  a  German 
tmnslation  of  my  wcNrk»  aad  another  into 
tlle  French  langu^ge.  Yet  we  must  uot 
be  predpitate :  we  have  much  to  do  y«t» 
ere  it  goes  to  the  press^  In  the  porrection 
and  revisioa  we  sball  haye  gveat  help  from 
my  sisfer,  who,  with  you,  will  Kad  and 
aonsider  the  work»  asd  point  out  to  me 
those  trivial  defeets  whißb  we  literavy  men 
scrnietimes-  iaHr  inte.-*— And  naw  £or  youir 
Story,'*      , 

£dgar  was  about  ta  sbply^^  wfaeik.the 
earl  added—''  My  mofk  i»  *  A  Hist»ry 
of  Francs  fram!tile  Gofaäncfncement  oi 
the  Hevoliitkin ;- .  of  w£ich^  at;^a:  guess,  i, 
have  ±wenty  oompbliters^;  ?hut;  nfin^  wiU 
confute  >t]kmr  all,  and  ^itt^delfeqt^  thei? 
pivaey^.'j^iaity-q^inl^  >andi  Ijietf^I^  hayci 
set  their  wikde^host;  jsit  .d<»ßiinoe ;  and  by 
my^  m^f&Bt$h»&  defimt  jkhote  imppsU 
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^ons  they  have  forged  upon  the  wmlä, 
and  raise  a  tetnple  to  my  fairie  an  their 
complete  discomfiture.  But  I  wiU  now 
hear  you — ^Enter  upon  yoür  birth»  edu- 
cation,  and  Situation,  previous  to  your 
quitting  the  French  army/* 

"  I  -told  your  Iprdship  at  the  farm,**  said 
Edgar,  *'  that  I  am  a  gentkmal]h~that  I 
was  forced  into  the  Ftencfa  aräiy  by  eon- 
s^ption-^-4ind  that  I  left  it'fk>itt  thejea- 
lous  treacheiy  <£  my  cömmandirig  officer^ 
who  sought  my  rüin  and  my  liife»  But  it 
girieves  my  heart  that  all  proof  of  my  ve- 
racity  in  this  relätion  navi  only  oah  teöme 
fixmi  myseUT  Who  i$  there  ta'vouicb  fot 
me?  I  may  impoise ' a ' tale  on  you  that 
you  would  believe»  because  chanee  and 
drcumstances  make  you  my  friend.'' 

'"  That  is  saying  littl^  for  my  judg- 

ment,''  said   the   earL     ^  I   have  read 

'  /  G  6  Sp— im^ 


hmd  l  plflinly  pepeehre  tmtib,  beiimK 
hme,  and  geDeroaiftjr  ttamped  in  jour 
ftf»,  »MeA  (tf>  i^e  projeekioiis  4^  migm- 
ikn  fust  or«  y<Hir  Imnirs,  Not,  no«. 
sir,  ycni  oould  not  äceeive  me  if  7^1 
wonlti  Tinlt]«  ^t  i$  to  W  the  motto  of 
my  ifOEk;  mA  *o  deti«^  fgls^wd  bm  im- 

Hfiste  im  lofedffeip  ImBdbed  «ff  ngraü 
m  Uv  fefeBwiite  then»  »  asdiidy,  that: 
Sdgli:  lort  tU  dian»  >of  relatiog  faisstoiy> 

mtiuii  hemeBsat  to  de,  vfaen  die  netom  of 
liavbwg  imsb  »nd  Hommiig  as  a  xwc^€»r^ 


CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Trbei:  houis  of  deqp-^a  mind  relieved 
fi<>m  TiBcertttiit7''^--«dded  to  cold  wmter 

änd  dean  Hnen,  gave  a  glrmr  to  Lavinia's 
face,  of  which  fear,  anxiety,  and  fatigor 
iiad  robbed  Iwr.  £dgar  inToIuzitarily  rose 
on  her  approacfa,  gave  her  bis  seat,  an^ 
fcrg€ttiiig  ÜWMSL  hay^  looked  at  her  witii 
a  glanee  of  {Aeasuve  tbat  added  to  her 
Uooiii.  Kot  uBcaosdoas,  Ae  deelined  hi» 
cboir,  and  went  to  Üie  wiadow,  under 
wh&di  ttro  of  tfae  piiests  ky  idly  hasking 
ixsieath  a  faumhig  lun. 

^  Poor  wxetdietf  coied  ahe,  ^  Aeyare 
Mill  here !  Have  tfaey  no  home  to  give 
thena  iheltar  firom  the  extreme  heat  ?' 

I  dare 
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^  I  dare  say  they  have,"  rejoined  Ed- 
gar ;  **  but  idle  habits  are  soon  acquired : 
they  seem  to  enjoy  sloth.  Observe,  they 
smile  and  speak  to  each  other — now  their 
fingers  are  drawing  landscapes^  in  the 
dust.  Doii*t  let  them  see  you,  or  they  will 
again  request  a  boon  at  your  faands»  of 
v/hich  they  are  undeserving,  as  I  Aaä. 

He  then  related  bis  skirmidi  with  the 
priest^  and  b^ged  the  youth  would  not 
g0  ,out  elonß»  lest  a  like  ass^iüt  sbould  be 
attempted  with.more  sueceas. 

A  shudder  «eemed  to  poss  through  all 
her  neryes  at  this  acoounty  which  the  eul 
laughed  at  with  great  glee/  saying*— 'Vif 
you  stir  abroad,  one  of  thöse  holy  &therf 
will'carry  you  off  inhis  cowl^  and  nifake 
a  young  imr  of  youu  But  you  need  not 
fear/foraftei:a.90oddeep  I  shaU  prooeed 
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forward— *•!  am  wea^y  already  of  this  dead 
hidt  But  first  let  me  examine  tbe  neecU 
fuU  and  see  if  we  can  afford  to  go  on  with 
eelat  when  wis  quit  Savoy. .  I  would  not 
dis^race  my  sdster,  wlioae  style  of  living 
has  been  always  prmcely,  as  mudr  so  as 
B  widow  as  when  the  cöunt  was  alive* 
He  married  her  for  her  beauty,  and  lefl 
her  afl  he  had.^' 

Here  the  «irl  toofc  from  Kis  inner  waisU 
coat  two  smail  bags,  w&iah,  foi^^ßomremi 
eooe  of  carrk^^  ^»»e  nearly  Äled  ^vith 
güld ;'  they  might  at  fnrst  liaye  contained 
fifty  Napoleons  each,  and  either  from  ä 
lov^  bf  dispky,'  or  to  asceitain  how  mähy 
Üe  had  speiit,  he  emptied  both  bags  out 
upön  the  table,  and  began  to  count  them. 
At  the  moibent,  a  bald  head  sh^wed  itedif 
tMrougb  the  Window  t  Lavhiia  alone  per- 
eeivedit,  and  wben  fiiie  cdtled  for  Uie-otlicfr» 

to 


ta  look  up^Bothing  was  to  be  seen  «ve  ihe 
dirty  panes  of  the  casement,  hutig  with 
oobwefas,  dead  flies»  and  spiders. 

Edgar  ran  out  to  satisfy  his  sue^cions» 
rather  doubting  that  the  fears  of  the  youth 
had  engendered  thk  phantmn.  Both  the 
friar»  wepe  hooded  by  their  eowls»  and 
,  their  heads  drooped  as  in  a  sleepii^  po»- 
ture.  Edgar  walked  past  them,  but  neit 
ther  fiiui?ed — $o  sound  was  their  slumben 
He  retumed,  and  assured  the  yout^  that 
the  bald  head  was  the  image  of  his^  own 
tppxehemion»  for  both  the  fnars  slept  pro» 
loundly. 

'^  I  did  not  accuse  the  friwt,''  said  La* 
Tinia ;  '^  but  tfatt  I  taw  a  bald  head  sink 
suddenly  from  the  windi^w»  I  !^iU  mam« 
tain  with  my  whcde  trath :  yet  you  needl 
not  believe  what  I  affin» ;  I  ootiqr  be 
«darkod  to  f^Bome  yUwmh  ät  which  ywk 

magr 


liM^  J66t^,  nevertbeleas,  I  so»  the  head^ 
Üiat  is  tnest  eertain." 

»  You  8ffv^  fiome  hay  pfeying  wkh  « 
ptnnkm,"  oried  the  earl,.  äirowing  it  vp 
iike  a  ball;  '^  you  always  see  wondem;  ao^ 
I  need  not  be  surprised  at  this  new  xeve»- 
latk»  «faieh  *  hedd-head^  hu  given  you  in 
fioonday*"  He  laughed  as  he  ioonehided 
tbe  seutenoe;  but  Edgar  appeared  to  pon- 
der  t>n  wfaat  he  heard»  and  was  profoundly 
^ilent 

^oon  after  he  went  out,  meaning  U^ 
i|uertion>  the  früus».  but  they  weve  beth 
(ffMe,  nor  did  he  «ee  moie  of  them  the 
srbole  day^  yet  he  did  not  forgetth^a 
easily.  Their  soun^  skep  kad  «urpriaedt 
hiix^  and  their  being  ont  of  «ight  in  less 
Ihan  ten  mihutea  after  be  had  aeen  theili 
so  perfectiy  inert,  raised  many  conjecturea 
in  Im  mivA  that  gave  an.  idea  ifaat  one  of 

tbem 
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them  had  thrown  back  Ins  cowl,  and  ha'd 
dared  to  peep  through  the  lower  pane» 
cf  the  windowr  at  the  very  moment  I-ä- 
tinia  had  tumed  her  head,  and  at  the  very 
Inoment  also  the  earl  was  disjUaymg  hir 
gold. 

Edgar  kept  hia  thoughts  to  himself ;  and 
the  earl  was  sa  busy  in  giving  orden  for 
the  arrangement  of  the  becca  ficea,  and 
ited-legged  partridge,  which  aboimd  in 
those  parts»  tliat  no  subject  at  the  mo 
ment  could  supcrsede  liis  ideas  of  a  deli- 
cfete  repasti  so  em\y  to  be  obtained;  there- 
fore  the  apparition  of  the  •*  bald  head'*  was 
totally  fbrgotten  by  the  earl  in  more  sub- 
stantial  enjoyment. 

Thcy  dined  late ;  and  daring  the  meaf» 
Lavinia  bolced  very  grave.  She  express- 
ed  a  desire  of  continuing  thcir  route  5  she 
Said,  tbere  were  oijly  two  beds,  and  thart 

one 
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one  chumber  had  nb  doör  to  itt  being  little 
better  tlian  a  lofli  as  tbe  stairs  came  rigbt 
fntoit 

The  bo8t»  who  attended  at  table^  obvU 
ated  tbis  defect,  by  an  immediate  obser^ 
vatioiii  that  mondeur  might  sleep  in  the 
inner  room,  and  the  two  young  men  sleep 
togethefi  which  is  often  done  in  France  on 
iess  immediate  occasions ;  adding,  that 
young  people  did  not  find  out  an  incon- 
venience  like  tbose  of  a  certain  age; 

Lavinia  was  instantly  covered  witli 
blushes,  wbile  Edgar  looked  appalled ;  his 
delicacy  feit  her  suffering ;  and,  in  an 
angry  tone,  he  answercd — ••  Thou  fool— 
thank  Heaven,  I  am  not  a  Frenchman  !*** 

The  host  looked  amazcd^  and  bowing 
profoundly  to  such  liberal  gnests,  said,  lie 
would  carry  up  the  old  couch,  whrdi 
might  scrve  the  youngest  of  the  gentle* 

men> 


men,  w&o  seemed  Mtbcr  ißiall^  «nd  lew 
difBenlt 

It  was  ttxief  Lavinia  did  not  utter  4 
vrcfA  V  «uck  waB  her  oonftuioB,  tiiat  she 
&lt  wakiiig  to  the  ^rtbr  where  «he  would 
have  rejoioed  could  «he  but  bave  lud  her 
Uushes. 

The  esri  fed  on,  n«twidisteiidii^  thi^ 
^Sscumon;  he  looked  displeased  atintem 
trak  at  what  he  heard,  imd  when  he  had 
finished,  said — '*  Make  up  the  bedg«-I 
manage  tlm  business— ^I  cannot  prooeed 
to-nighf;  so  there  Is  no  heFp  for  it  r' 

^  Oh  that  we  were  out  of  this  detested 
spot!"  Said  Lavinia,  as  she  heard  this  re- 

solve. 

> 

*"  Dont  beafoof,  boy/'  cried  the  earU 
^  we  shall  take  care  of  you— You  shall 
hare  the  Inner  room,  thou  paltry  coward» 
less  tban  man  T 

With 
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With  a  heavy  heart»  I^aviiiia  went  t» 
lier  room  early^  dreading  «he  knew  not 
ivhat :  yet  «tili  di«%diiig»  she  did  not  pull 
4fV  her  clothes»  but,  sStor  "barrieading  her 
door,  and  CQoaineBding  hea-self  to  Heaven^ 
:she  ßjoag  heiself  on  the  hed,  listeoiDg  tQ 
everj  aM»td,  abd  reooUecChig  the  vgif 
bead  tlkat  bad  a^ipeewed  to.  her. 

Meaitwhile  tbe  earl,  over  a  hottie  of 
iBiirgandy,'  nanewed  fais  pjcDpoaafa  to  Ed- 
gar«, It  tras-  ia  win  t»  oppose:  hiox;  he 
4ea»ied'  it  ungwtffifal:  in  Edgair  not-ta 
yi^ld:  to  hü  wiahes.  Ths  yom^  maA 
plaadedt  hia  «mall  ahiütiaa  4o  fuMl  mich  an 
ondectahiBg';  and  at  lastionly  yidded  ott 
4ia^taih  conditions^  whieh  InM^  now  name: 
— ^lliat  if  he  (iEdgak^<  ceuid^oot  aeqnitUm. 
atSt  wiät  jostior  in  the  ofiee  h^^  had  un« 
jdertäken^  he  viglit  resign^  tbe'  aituatioi» 

without 
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ivithout  giving  disgust  te  bis  muiuficent 
patron.  . 

"  All  I  require  of  you,'*  said  the  «arl, 
^  is,  to  cuf  the  antients,  and  do  justice  to 
the  modems.    I  am  convinced  that  the 
^ine  particles  in  oar  English  blood  are 
Jtöpiquemte  as  that  whieh  was  the  pride 
^nd  boast  of  the  Athenians ;  tind  I  meaa' 
to  prove  tltts  in  a>neMr  work,  as  soon  as  my 
present  one  is  finished.    And  now,  as  cur 
afiair  is  happily  oonehided».  I  insist  upon 
i^lvaiioing*  your  first  quarter,  lest  aoeident 
«r  unforeseen  evehts  sfaould  befall  us  &a 
the  road ;  and  as  J  conclude  you  lost  your 
Btoney  with  your  box,  a  small  supply 
might  not  be  foünd  ineonvenient,  should 
chfoayce  divide  us  on  our  joumey." 

^  Well,  my  lord,"  r^oined  Edgar,  **  on 
ane.  condition  I,  aöD^t  your  offer.    Tak« 

this 
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this  jewel,  it  is  of  some  value — it  became 
Doine  in  my  better  days — ^now  I  öitreat  y  on 
to  receive  it  as  a  token  that  I  am  not  iin- 
grateful." 

Edgar  ^hen  took  from  his  breast  a  small 
case,  in  which  the  queen  of  Wirteraburg'S; 
ring  wjas  concealed. '  He  si^ed  as  he  pre- 
sented  it  to  the  earl*-4ie  recollected  Ame- 
Ha,  and  :the  happy  hour  lA  which  he  had 
received  the  ring. 

.  The  earl  lopked  again  and  agap  at  it ; 
then  tumed  it  tö  exanune  the  setting. 

"  What  is  this  ?"  cried  he,  •*  a  crown, 

and  the  eyphdr  A»  ?" 

^'  You  w^  right,  Ar;"  said  Edgar;  "  the 
queen  o£^  Wirtemhurg  gave  it  me,  Itk 
bec9Ufle  I  valae  it,  l  give  it  you.  I  müst 
part  ivith  itt  and. you  will  preserve  it-*-*i€ 
will  remain  with  you.** 

^*  St  Valerie/' .*x«Wtoed  the  earl,  "  you 

mean 
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mean  to  tnsült  me !  Püt  up  your  rmg,  sin 
1  understand  you — ^You  are  too  proud — ^ 

^  Put  up  youf  porse;  ray  lord,  and  my 
iring  with  it.  '  When  I  liave  earned  mf 
first  qnarter,  you  mtÖJ  then  koow  ff  I  de- 
•derre  your  bounty ;  tili  then^  the  fing 
tmist  abide  wlöi  yovLT 

«^  Wefl,  then»  after  the  fimt  qfuarter  wai 
yoa  reckiim  it  ?**  cvied^  ttts  earl:  ^  But 
«hould  we  be  robbed,  or  lAofAd  I  fose  it! 

-*-Upon  nay  souX  I  ean't  undertake  the 
charge^-^st  quite  amey ff  m&^l^  Jove^  it 
dncsr 

After  »Mich  altercatSon^  Bdgar  pwvail- 
ed^.  and'  &l^  idieved  from  the  eertaia  and 
aiwisward  sensaüan  of •  aieoepting  money. 

!^eearLnow?  xrent  to  bed;  Edgav  ml 
he  wQuldifbiiiBcwv  andaar  theold  oondi  hifd 
remoyed  its  quarto^^.lse'.iiiMnt  to>dOTp4aY 
iAa^  ti0t:beuig:ft8ti^K«Mni.  ^    < 

Now 
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^  Kow  being  entirdy  alcNie,  he  examiried 
hispistds  for  some  titne»  and  many  ¥agae 
suggestions  came  into  bis  head  that  lie 
iras  ashamed  to^avow  ev^n  to  hiiftseif... 
He  disdaimöd  superstition«  yet  a  sort  pf 
combinätian  'of  trivial  events  gsve  him  a' 
presentiment  that  something  ivould  oocur 
to  give  him  pain  during  that  night    The 
lazy  firiacs  seemed  to  werry  bis  mind;  the 
bald  -pate  that  Lavinia  had  seen  iiit  the 
noonday  was  not  Kk^  to  proceed  irom 
fancy ;  in  diorty  Edgm:  cbncealed  Im  pis«. 

tois,  and  fesolved  to  keep  them  near  him 
all  night;  nor  would  he  suffer  deep  to 
ovecüome  him,  from:  the  anxiety  he  Mt 
He  crept  sofUy  up  stairs  to  the  awkward 
Chamber — ^he  found  bis  eoudi  ready  under 
the  casement,  through  which  shone  the 
fuU  broad  moon  resplendently,  and  when 
Jbe  reclined,  the  wall  shaded  him  com- 
youid.  H  pletely, 
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pleAdy,  aläiough  its  palfi  light  she^v^d 
thrgpgh  every  other  part  of  the  Chamber. 
On  lying  dovfu,  Edgat  aocused  hiniself 
^«<  Am  I,"  thought  he^  '^  less  bcare  than 
usua]  ?  I^  my  p^sonal  oourage  exist 
but  in  my  soldier's  dress  ?  Wby  have  I 
tins  secret  dread  upon  m^^tfais  süpersti- 
üouB  w^kness*r-rthis  apprebensicni,  that 
unmans  and  shames  me  ?  It  was  vaia  and 
focMsk  of  the  ead  to  display  bis  gdd.  If 
the  bead  Laviqia  spoke:  c^  was  at  tbe 
mnßow,  smely  it  fai^  ^es^  andt  did  not 
peep  finr  nothing.  ^Tbose  priests  kauiiit 
,my  Qmoy-~i  do  not  fear,  but  I  susp^ct.— 
Thy  Tahity^  poor  earl^  migbt  be  thy  bane 
-^But  I  wiö  guard  thee.** 


€HAP. 
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»ore  pleasingly.  Hb  p]^pMt^>  W^ 
bri^tened ;  änd|  in  r^indliig  the  likttf 
eiir^nt%  he  seetaied  fiivo^#eii  )^  HearV^m 
He  t«solved<«dJbe  gvatefiil^  äH^,  1»^  gt^at 
«{)]dictttk>n  t6  sttt<ty^  inddnmi^  tötnd^ 
Ihr  ike  time  he  had  lost  wiib  his  tut«: 
He  now  feit  a  deske  fer  «veiy  sort  of 
knowlödge,  and  to  imiptss^  in  Acqtnre- 
ments  wa6  as  mudi  Ms  desii^  as  idlenesi 
Imd  be6n  m  his  early  dayl 

Thüs  mmin&ting,  time  passed  away. 

*  «  • 

£dgar  found  hb  ideas  grow  oonfiised ;  his 
tliougfats  did  hotfly  so  swiMy-^  languor 

H  t  took  V 
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took  the  place  of  anxiety — he  stretched 
out  his  limbfiy  and  became  half  dormant. 
A  wandering  .  vapour  ^s^eo^ed  to  rise 
through  the  opernng^of  the  stairs — ^it  rose 
gradually  to  a  man's  height ;  the  moon 
gUttcred! OQ^  aflongkAife^MOver whiobthe 
iipufe  drowf  ita:0r9fia[  (a  friaKs  thabit).  £d^ 
gar j  fsmoed  thatrhe  dit^tiQt»^  but  he  had  his 
pistpkf  t^a^y  bei^^th  the^  rquilt ,  The  & 
l^e .  stobd  ß  m(AQeiit>>  then  iw>t:ed  towaxds 
the.  $|^pi|}g..e$rl»  ychoee  bed  wa^.  aur- 

4Qui?l;i^7-rwJb0t,.he  faw. was  r^tH,.  and  he 
ft»d  OQ  %  ü)^pt^  e^ft  Ü^  yillain  re^ched 

t^.J'e^  ..E^ßWj:^«?'  9n\\\i  Ugfi  in  a  mo. 
ment ;    the  wr^tch   y^  yipvodeö, ,  but 

strove  to  ,^&^n^  the  stairir  tylijereiiis  fei- 
low  was  walting  for  a  sign^l.  to.advance; 
but  on  t^e  finskstep»  pwp  sq.  oyc^xj^i?  tb^ 

miscreant^ 


ihisoreähti  Ümt  )m  ifell' forarard;  iäid  the 
other  fled'WitW  pr6ei^itätion,  leaving  bis 
comrade  to  th^^te  he  tneirUed.      " 

The  earl  had-  Maited  ftöto  Ins  bed  af  th^ 
report  of  the  pikd^  in '  })etf€söt  confudionL 
What  had  happe^d,  driiiigbt  happön/tie 
knew  not,  bat  he.  called  out  for  suceoür 
with  Ina  wliole  migltt^  th^  burst  Lavi- 
nia^s  door  open,  to  pre$erve  her,  or  t^ 
avenge  what  mlght  have  belidlen  her. 
She  stodd  agfaast  by  her  bedside,  nor -had 
«he  slept  at  all :  the  aaine  idea  that  pos^ 
sested  Edgar  possessed  her,  '■  and  had  kept 
her  twakmg  the  wHole  night  She  heard 
his  voice,  after  she  *  heärd  <  the  pistöl ;  the 
fkll  of  tbefriar  badalso  rteched  >^»  and 
the  exdamation  uttered  by  ^Edgar,' of-*i- 
^  HeaVen  forglve  nie,-he  is  killed  \?  assured 
/her  Edgar  was  the  victdr  j  ill  which  saved 
barifrottiThoworsiiotto be  cönceived* 

H  3  By 


the  top  wit)^  lu».;49t^.p|5Mi  W)t;wi]|si^ 

i«  l^ftp  ywr,fii«^  ctied  he, 

in  *  ftw»!  «<^^  ^:Ke>  vMy  jit , nsaver*^ 
JWay  llSfli^e:*©  lepfWBJ   He  i& too  vile  to 

;  ^  He '  i|  »o  IH4n4  ;ofr^in»^'!  cried  the 
feysift».  >  ^*  Hfc  wd  •ome.nkÄ^.ofl tfaein,  acre 
lli^i  p«9tt  «f  tibe  ]diice^lQCü$tl,  tiiat  spdil: 

Mary  1|09|  fri^nd».  . '  BLeave»  |iardoii  hiR 

h  ;*•  Tayytou,  ftt  aö3^^r44el;  tf  yott  can  save 

' .  On  examining  the  wrete1% :  etod  tuming 
bi«  body»  tbe  toifi^  was  Ibund  ütickiDg  in 
bis  side^  äDd.by  crrotyiappeacanoe be  nmst 

N 

':  1  bave 


lifite  lattsn  ufbn  it  in  hls  dericcnt  idotim 
tbe  staitä,  «rhkhamsftd  his  dettk,  tlw  faatt 
Jiatifi^  lodgkd  where  it  feould  not  Iwvte 
proyed  inortal»  bat  Üom  tbe  vile  statte  tff 
the  subject,  fix>m  gluttoiiy  anä  dirt 

Tlie  «arl»  who  alWi^a  tfaaaght  of  Mm- 
f^I^  and  hift  dmi  eobT^mence,  wishcd  to 
tet'off  diredly ;  he  icBateä,  tfaey  lihould  fae 
detained  dn  aixsount  of  the  priest ;  ooi»- 
eeiving,  with  reasön»  that  to  cdmihit  mtir- 
det,  the  perpetrator  miiat  be  tiied,  eveti 
though  the  act  ^as  in  self-defenoe«  lin- 
der these  apprehemions»  he  burried  an  hia 
dothfes^  detofnuned  by  kumediate  fligbt 
to  haTe  the  chaiice  of  ah  eseape. 

Edgar  meanwhile  was  below,  etarting 
everj  tnwhs  to  recoVer  tiie  fiiar.  It  was 
evident  he  had  been  kiiled  by  tbe  knife; 
yet  Edgar  dreaded  it  might  be  äaspected 
that  the  v^ound  catae  frotn  ku  hatid.    To 

H  4  efface 
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;efiaöe:80  homd  an  idea^^  hß  enterech  intD 
^everf  partiöular  of  th)^  a£^,  irc»n  the 
'finst  Insult  he  had  reodvedfiom'  li^ftiar 
:tothe  tithe  tia  caafc  c^^fais  cowl  tx)pecp 
in  at  the  ^Tiadow. 

.  *^  Ahr  caied  tibehost^  /•he  was  an  cid 
rdf!kider ;  you  are  tict  the  firrt  Ii^nelite  he 
•  wöuld  have.  motdered«  About  a  year 
since;  a  trayefling  Jewdid-not  Escape  as 
yoa  did ;  he  was  fi)imd  dead  amoagsfr  the 
i tembs;  liöed  of  every  thin^  he  \\a.d.  Yon 
-friär  was  süspected ;  but<  we  haiv^  no  laiws 
at  present  in  thi&  country.  No  one  owned 
the  .poor  Jew-~he  was  inhimied  like  a 
dead  dog;  and  äthough  tbat  friar  wassus- 
pected»  from  varioas  eircumstances,  no  one 
liked*  troufole/  and  he  went  free  for  that 
crime,  though  he  has  now  paid  fbr  it,  to 

his  CX)St;'- 

^'  What  can  fae  done  with  bim?^  sa&d 

^  Edgar» 


VHE  nSSEIRTBR.  <13S 

JEicIgw,:!»  aüara«  •*  9iir  jottm«3r,  wB  he  dt^ 

proceed.  Leave  me  twottwoAml  Uvrcflb 
flpd  gP.  ypMciWÄjrfr  We  :WÜ1  ^pray  f0r;his 
41^3.  if  bie.^b{uiliW)r»  and  rdap  hin  widw 
a  tiflrf:<lectn%.  . Is^ bliese /laixies:,vi^:»^ 

^bidsis  besU.whün  Irthmkidiaut  H.:  Bilt 
itjny  eustomemtofiF^pleifith  a  rqaai^^iflr 
^mid  tnfeböwh^  ta;ihe;sjsrä:t^^  t^f>ivioUia 
run  away  from  my  house^  and  jcidl  vmiela 
Baürhanidemtfmd  peitisiiks  deäomice  and 
hai^ >ln6ijC^;c&yjo1yji  cbestoutTtroQ,  asm 
enemyito't]mfitdte^^/>i'*t  ..I-rf  .\  ^  •^.•f  ;:>;i 
i  V  The  iiifoidel  of  itiib  eari  dnterrtipted  the 
dis66Bise.^  ft  SU  *y^rie/>*  hi  called  :  üo, 
impat9ieiälyvlfh:)izi'abdiire.  i 

'  Edgar^m^y  gncRssed  tiie  causeibo&rt 
.tiie:oiiheKres!^lattaffid']iUxi^      JtxWaaithfin 

H  5  d^termined 


dM^rtiiiMd  td  «et  ksff  iii^ihädiately,  and 
wilk'  «0  tbe  next  p^t  bf^bve  idfayHgH  ^ 
thottgb  it  w^'five  idytes  dislant^  and  tlke 

'^he  bost-ifint^  übt  Hie  löftsf  ;dE8ieült 
wfaeA  W  i^tt  the  Mon^  iilhts^handy  bot 
«iK^eMfd  tbeiti  to'dejpkrt  ndst  ti^rdU 
kfd  th^  twdfibdl  iktofift^  %  tkp  tight  of 

Ai€itc)i«^   imc^'triidged  ibi^^  mth  d^ 

L 

fess  her  sex,  sfie  fbic^d  hfirself  kkto  ex^iy 
^imi  tlKattjQfteifcäme  la^.:  ;H&ipen{äi^ed 
tbtt  the  ear):inadB  £g1it  iiC  these  matteä» 
ridieuling  her  comphdnta^  if  he  cfanüed  it> 
hsat  ihem»  and;  liot  pni^idbig.agiHnftt'her 
nMtltnir^ii  hecouUfctewtt'^jbam'/Sdgiif,. 


r 
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on  tliis  aecount^  appeared  to  redouble  hb 
attentioM,  treaütig  Her  as  a  siekly  youth 
that  exdted  his  coiüpassion,  wfao  had  Böt 
6tf«igth  to  oo<itend  witfa  m  ovtoeeme'idif- 
üebliies.  .  H^r  fiors,  and  want  ^  8inj[<; 
had  rendered  Her  ftt6l>le ;  after  tlie  fifit 
league  her  paoe  sl^keMdi^^he  ivaiüctt 
Dritfa  &ti g^,  arid  b^ged  a  ndboteVtaat 
fixim  the  tüil  ^be  w»  sfiiffemg; 

*'  Wttat^  stop  hefer  eried  tbe  eatX 
*"  HpM  tiie  Teiige  of  a  f<nNst  ?  It  wwU 
he  fifiadness!  Thk  is  l^he  veiy  boor'  to 
handitti ;  in  these  times»  efnfy  i«[oqA  fa» 
a  hiArde  of  ihem :  urie  mxf  i^atiq^  Sf!  we 
püdi.an  hasBI^,  bui  to  sit  doüru^  and  wfät 
for  tllamid  tfadrireiy  teelb^.lMUbelb^ 
»itttiiee^ttegtoe/'' .  ■'•■'.  ^  :' 

.  «"'I^t  iirobBs^  handiib  «ad  cariTT  }^^ 
aon/hetaifeeb  tis/'  aftd  E^gar  $  '^  XQH  cto- 
tet  ol#ctt  1x1  Ihat  Hnr  wcEght  vrlU  be 
. '  H  6  nothing^ 
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nothing,  and  we  can  walk  at  a  qaicker 
paoe.  Asmall  load  is  sure .  to  aoeefesate 
the  motionof  a  maxi.'' 
>  The  earl  gave  a  groaa  of  impat:ience-~ 
ihen^  crossfaig  Iheh-  hands,.  they  took  her 
up^  and  horried  onwatd.  ^  Edgar  feit  a 
jdeiigfatfuL  Sensation  as.her  arm  dasped  his 
neck,  to  keep  her  seat  i  faut.ah^  was  sog» 
dismounted^  as  ^the  sidelong .  step^  to  the 
^^hunqr  ^earV  was  not  conwni/snli  After 
xomxy  a  stamUe»  he  emfaraced.his  mother 
«arth  aifull  length,  and  ^-r^-wto^a.  dei»- 
^nerate  »passioD;  f 

'>  vEdgaip  feit  provoked  with  lnm.\altöge- 
^Aier  i  and;  to  provehls  indignatian  at  tfa|p 
tod's^  ookMhaat,  be  eaoght  np.  Lavima»  al- 
though  sfae  resisted,  and  stalkad' on^twith 
Jier  at '  a  gveat  i^e  fw  a  niie -atUaetöt, 
-when,  ftt'her.Tepeated^öUdtatioM;  h^^ 
jdown  wiüi;b«  to  rest.  The^r  hadipaiasd 
..'  ***i-  y.''  •-  .i  the 
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Die  forest,  and  the  daj  had  broke :  th« 
peimnte  came  forth  to  w«k  in  the  vin« 
tage»  and^witfa  thQ.momin^  midt  all  fear 
dispersed. 

"  Oh»yau  sae  so.  ki^d  to  a  pöor  bdy  T 
joried  she;  .'*  and^.but.for.y«!!,  wej»iKttiU 
have  b^en  mardened!.  We  cari  never  re«- 
j»y  you:  wfaile  we  live.**  . 
.  '*f I am bcfginning totlünk so/'addedthe 
•earV'vrfao häd ako sat dimn»  greatly Ju»»- 
iled;  ''  jlot  but  tbbt  I  could.have'fibarai 
bis.  burdeny.had  not  n^  fsisk  be^n.  in  my 
iway.  I  niiist  say  tKere.  apfpeans  iUttle  pily 
iöe  mßi  althcrngfa  IM  and  broke^vOty 

1  A  8n)äfi:|>ad8ed::oter  Edgar'ai&o^rdnd 
:aI  .tbe>  SDiWiexit  a  cart  appearbd».  wbifih 
.tmvelied:  in  tbar  direetion ;  i upw  thi3»  fc^ 
a  small  suxuj  Lavinia  ,wa9  niqfunteds  a^d 
^W^y  aixiyejd:  Ät  thf  jwitboiise^  ^bpfe  a 
^  M  carriage 
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eairiage  was  soon  veady  to  ooirrey  tlie&l 
to  A  village  which  fies  near  the  entnnce 
0f  one  of  tbe  patt«#  fbftt  rise  ctnd  extend 
over  the  Alps, 

The  devkting  wate  öf  ottr  tmyeRers 
brc^ght  «hem  to  a  piss  bat  litüe  freqiient- 
ed;  yet  they  seemed  oontent  to  have  so 
fortunately  reached  ilv  aft^  so  many  in- 
tetruptions^  dang^iVy  and  delays.  This 
foSB  coüld  only  be  ttaversed  by  mnles»  at- 
tended  by  men^  who,  fiom  habit»  tiboüi^ 
mtking  of  the  way ;  bat  it  vma  latfiaBte 
and  MÜßi  tor  tiome  whose  nerret  were  of  a 
^ciicato  te^iue,  fhet»woQM  stävt  at  ppeci* 
pices,  and  chasths  of  immeasurable  dcptM^ 
'whei^  dl«  yctäAig  toninits  dfoma  üieir 
igfokae,  if  tiMy  fcppeü  «o  HMven  or  mati  Ibr 
protkti^Nfi.  Edgaa^wds  umiteaftinB,  mi& 
ttömbled  fbr  LaväiiÄ.      ^ 

' '  fest 


lert.  In  tfais  lövely  iralley  h€f  opeiKid 
bis '  ivbrk  V  the  seme  seemed  to  impirb 
llliit }  h^  söuglit  'Üb  be  hlone,  ahd  ordered 
ike  hoj4,  M  he  chose  to  caU  tfaein,  to  wan- 
«der  ahd  amuse  1liems!eflves  the  be^t  ivay 
Hükey,  eöuld ;  find  thetö  w^rd  day  s  of  ir^l 
ple9svire>  Hnmixed  With  giitl*.  Erery 
bo^  augmeiMed  lAie  fi^ndehip  <jff  tb^  i^ 
*miYta1  ybiväi».  "I^e  yMn^^est  avdddä  ail 
Mtired  spöt%  bat  in  thefatttis^atid  imiMgdt 
flie  vfllagem  was  aü -^ety !ftiid  gleet-dte 
would  miiigle  with  them  in.the  ^dute 
after  suüaet^  duooietbfe  prettwst  jjpoyiahn^ 
fifr  a.piutDer^tsdk  soft  tbiiiga  to:h«r,.ani 

flatter^M.wäUasman  dando.»  -     "' 

Edgar  delighted  to  «atob  her ;  ftte  gIo# 
b£:plta0ttm  redd»ied.kev  oiNaek  as  4^^ 
the  g[«lie&  of  her  briUiank  efa  sparkttn^ 
at  faannofaiiMH  meamite.  * 
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in  thifl  hUmble  spot    Their  temple  had 

no  riijhea  to  iuvite  saeräegiä-r-tUeir  quiet 

de{MM^ine»t  and  their  poTaly.hjid  nQ$£- 

.  trac^ions .  to  engage  iK>tioi>--tf nd  ih^^i  ti v^ 

as  if  they  ^ere;£brgottäi  or  overl^ked  in 

the  eonfiidion  wMch  m^^y.  bßd  spratd 

tbr^ughput   the   coui^tiy.      Rarety    did 

Strang^  abide  in  thifr  fJsi^^t  and  <»aly 

such  as  w^rß  by  »wewiiy  foroed  t©  travd 

:<»ra^  c<i^9  us^  tho9Q.pii980$^.whicb  iro^ 

tatbe  i41|^  ^t  toyrlred  öftrer  ijts  iuimUe 

donlainii.  ij.^       .u  .ir.       t'  .  .* -,   : 

:« ;  :Xb(nrptet0rV  qot, j  from  üs  neatnes?^  had 

reaught  ftbe  £incy .  of  t^e^  iwo  youihf  '  Itis 

cwner  had  a  ^ugbter  of  .nxfteen^^ta  ras- 

iCid  beautyiiri  kfoü^stylef,  to  itliich  die  ruUng 

ifishion  of  tbfisr  dress  greatly  oontriikitdd. 

The  mjbanity.  of  the  :&ihet  gaveihem  in 

entnmee  to  his  oottage;r>aMli£dgnr,;  in 

:Bj^4>lAdi:dßt^mfy  g«ti»i  an  mteiest  by 

t^'  bis 
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liiti  4R>nver8atidii)  80  :as  to  pleHsfe  the'gtoA 
man.  He  offismd  to  sliew  themr  all  tiie 
eilvtrom:  near  ^e  {daoe,  where  ü^uiiß 
had  lavidied  her  bcaiAiea  in  her  kindeat 
xüknnL 


i  • ' 


.:     i 


CHAPTER  XII. 


» 


The  ^y  heart  of  Lavinia  impdled  her 
tothe  pästor's  dau^er;  she  beg^her 
to  add  her  aociety  to  the  Walk,  whh  eä^ 
liest  importttTtity.  Edgar  fbrbotea smile 
with  much  difflculty»  for  the  assamed  gal* 
Jantiy  was  so  well  performedycHproved 
what^e  wcatld  exp^t  wlien  ehe  nsamed 
her  natural  seK  .    ./   . 

Asa^boy,  shd^liooked  soarpe  liburteef^; 
tbercforc  the  pions  man  had  no  fears:for 

hia 
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liis  dftdghfler, '  wbo  Bsgfmred  tolooko»  thir 
yduUi  as  a  cfaiU,  and  tliey  walked  .fiirtlt 
to^ben  tbe  i^^MH^t^r  p«diM«tng  hier 
«mi  to  tbe  btlfe  Jii^eli»ei  1^  did  not 
accept  of  it,  'tis  trae,  but  she  ccxiversed  with 
him  duiing  the  way,  and  was  perfectly 
delighted  with  every  thing  he  said  or  did 
as  they  proceeded 

Hospitality  is  moxe  aßüsn  found  in  the 
GOttage  than  in  the  palace.  The  rieh,  from 
pride»aVoid  strangers.  If  they  feel  indined 
to  beneyoience»  cfrtaifi:.consideration8  shut 
dieir  heartd.  Custom  forUds  pur  adyances 
to  perfecfc  ttxAngeit  ;•  they  tewt  be  introK 
4uced,or'pre8ebt  a  recom^oendationi  toin- 
jure  a  welcbme;  Üie^r  xliust  be  well  dcessed^ 
]t»d  wear  an  air  of  rth^  woild,  or  their  re- 
ception  will  be  distant  and  frozen  ;  in 
Short«  the  hospitditjl'  of  the  rieh  hides  her- 
BÜ(  in  dark  recessea^  and  only  peeps  hf 

degrees 


% 

4egr«9B  upoB  j^n»  tiU  y  ou  jarrwdl  ikttowft 
io  her^  WheiMs  ahe:  eolces  wilh  tbe  Ksoft* 
iager,  acm:  in  arm^  to  )u8  docn*,  OsmwB  it 
4ipen  tof  jeocpve  jroui  a^es  thät  yoa  äi«  #; 
wtmu^efr,  and  iavUes  yis^t  ^  miet ;  tiie^ 
:f«i9f  ^term  18  a  fiasstwrt  tolieiif^;  sbe  qim» 
iioaaß  Mb^^yöu  are  a  *^  sCnEnger/*  and  dife 

lets  you  in. 

< 

So  lirais  3t  itntii  the  good  pastor.  Nei* 
-tfaer  Ihe  garb'imr'  appearaoc^  of  the  two^^ 
yöuths  w€w  iNrepossesain^»  yet  th»  wc»^ 
4liy  ntan  shewmL  tii^in  hospUaUty  in  all  he 
d£d;  pointing  oiit  eaacades^  rooka,.  and 
inountainous  ascents»;  wherä  gosAa  and  kidl» 
aported  witfa  terHfic  agUity»  whüe  tibek^ 
lierd,  reiting  oii  aotne*  poiift  or  ^isinade, 
ttmed  the  soft  notfe  of .  hia  tnettoMr  ptp4 
careleas  of  dangers    whkh  he   did  müt 

After  a  walk  of  two.  mlfes,  they  made 

a  circular 
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n  eirculat'  rttüm  tö  th€f  tpwn;  VFiÜm 
hatf  « inile  of  it  stood-  the*  refiiiaiii&  öf  ä 
t^habeau,'  half  dMiäfikbited  .bj.  tarne. . ;  Thfe 
gaoden  waHi^  wUcli.  kad- foMj. ' faUefi^ 
wereülled  }if  byfäkA  tte^sio.a^jitmsy 
maipier.  Edgac  made '  a^  obserTation'  on 
ibe  a^ward  w<nrki  saying^  it-m^fat  iKtVe 
been  done  better. 

.  **  True,'*  rejoined  ihe  ^pastor^  ^  but  the 
lumds'that  labcmr  op  thoee  grouiida  per- 
ferm  niirades,  faoinrever  [awjcwardly.  An 
old  nobleman, '  a  sonoja^lanv^,  two  dough- 
iteis/and  four  infiutts,  are.süpported  by 
tbe  prodttüe  of  that  plaüe.  The  father,  or 
I  may  say  the  gnind&ther,  a^d  a  dömes- 
tic,  work  it  Mj  and  pay  ten  duidats  a-year 
Jhr  rent  t^  the  fidchd*  The  cMnt  has 
been^  a  persecdted  mm,  and  four  or  five 
jears  since  came  to  this  place  with'  his 
daughters.  He  is  bappy  under  all  his 
:     ^  toils; 


iffi^ ;  ßx^^  jEtlthough  Mre  ^wtß,  of  different  per- 
si^oiVk  we  am  war^  friends^  and  good 
Deigbboi^;«^  wlien  our  daily  work  is  done. 
There  is  the  count  Coming  towards  us," 
added  the:  pastor^  afkancing  at  a  quick 

fap^*:   -  ..m'  :        .':;.'.:.;:..•: 

Edg^  Ipol^^t  the:  strang^r,  ÜQ  bis  un- 

coath'  49649«    He .  saw  hiip  puH  off  his 

cap  to  a^tlute  the  pfißlior ;  idight  was ,  the 

aD^u)pi|  bfAt  it  was'^one  vrith  gt»ße..   He 

ki$^*  th^  cheek  Of .  Jaq^eline^ .  Qnd  ia« 

dined  a  half  bpw  to  t^oth^acs. 

.  £4^r  «bofced  M  hipfv  with  wondoF.;  aqd 

altbough  hUifiace  wa^  sunbumt,  «and  8ome 

iuHfowsi»  ^htch  &ti^Uje  had  kjEigthened, 

had  rujBod  hi^  skip*  Edgjär  knew.  hisinuch* 

Valtied .  &i^d  th^  count  de  Rosci. 

'     Jß'org^ting  his  own  disguis^  and  yie^^-: 

ing  to  the  first  impuLse,  Edgar  flew  to 

epibcace  him^  and  called  him  hy  his  pavie. 

Tha 


The  coutit  Started  bade»  ^nd  pU^ed  him 
frotn  him  with  an  air  of  dtsgu^t^  as  an  m^ 
truding'  Jew,  whd  liad  some  sihister  mo- 
tives  to  attatn. 

Edgar  sta^^red  back,  äppaUeä  at  tiie 
rebuff,  when  Lavinia  busded  up>  resented 
the  affront,  and,  \nth  ä  stamp  of  the  foot, 
Said—*'  What  do  you  mean  hy  that^  »r? 
Your  age  savei^  yoti  ftom  tlie  ehaatisement 
of  my  fiiend^  büt  I  think  I  6an  mateh 
you.  Gome,  sir,  apolügize  tö  my  öiend, 
or  I  sfaall  raake  you.  He  *  ifl  aß  gdodness. 
My  father  and  myself  bwe  our  lives  to  bis 
foresigbt>  comage,  and  disintäres^iHetid« 
4;blp.  I  am  deterimnedi''  cbiitiiiued  she, 
Tfrougfat  up  by  her '  own  feelings^  eVen 
unto  tears — *^  I  am  determined  you  shaU 
«yflfer  an  excuse  fbt  such  üngentlemanly 
conduct'* 

Edgar^  cäugbt  her  hand,  as  it  was  ex- 

tended 
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tended  in  defianee^  aod  pMssed  it  utioon- 
sciously.  Tben,  turning  to  die-.oount,  he 
Said— ^*'  Dape  you  venture  apart  with  me? 
not  out  of  sight,  but  out  of  hearing.  If 
I  mistake  not,  your  confidence  wiM  be  re- 
paid,  and  jou  wiU  regret  tiie  affimit  that  I 
do  not  resent,  becaüse  I  know  you  ivill  la- 
mrat  it  youEsd^  enen  more  than  i  fed  if' 

The  pwtor  löoked  astoniahed. 

But  the  oount  said««^'*  Are  you  one  of 
my  pe«ecttto«,  wlio  W  «ssumed  a  dk.. 
guile  the  more  easily  to  artrest  me  ?  You 
are  not  a  Jew!  Your  ey^s— your  lan* 
^uage — ^your  mannersi  deny  the  Hebrew. 
But,  take  waming!  you  cannot  take  me 
hence— ^the  whple  village  will  rise  to  my 
re^eue,  and  you  become  the  victim-  of  your 
own  guile  and  cruel  machinations' in  the 
vile  attempf* 

"  Heaven  forbid!"  cried  Edgar.     *'  li 

shaU 
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shaJl  i»o  longer  urge  yoih-«Fär6well  !<— — » 
Eor  pQce,  youace  unJu^tr-rReifi^TOber  the 
Engli^h.boy»  onoe  so  cherished  by  you  in 

Paris." 

Edgar  hurried  away,  followed  by  bis 
ybnng  oompanion,  who  pondered  on  all 
heliadflaid. 

But  thö  OQUnt  called  faini  loudly  by  tbe 
name  of  ^'.  Edgar/'  At  that  sound  St. 
Valerie .  reUimed ;  and  the  oount  puahed 
hM  arm  tfarough  thai  of  liis  yomig  fiiend's» 
then  ha^teiied  to  an  aloove .  w itfain  tbe 
walls,  whese  they  neitller  Gwid  be  beard 
nor  se;eii  sby  any  one, 

Lavinia  no  langer  beaued  Jaqueline— 
sb^  becapie  alarmed  for.her  protector.  She 
vtentuted  tp  ent^  tbe.giu:den,  wid  ap- 
pixmcb  tbe,alcove,:buti  tbe  &xmt  was  doaed 
by  a  lattice-work,  aad  she  could  see  no- 
thing withi^: 

The 
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The  good  pastor  wJshed  to  shew  her 
|5ome  of  the  beauties  of  the  place*— a  wa- 
terfall,  and  a  deligfatful  cold-bath,  shaded 
by  the  arbutus  and  libumum,  which  the 
4cascade  oonstantlj  refreshed  and  renewed; 
but  sbß  would  not  move,  and  took  her 
seat  upon  a  stone,  wistfoUy  eying  the 
place  wh^e  Edgar  was  concealed,  and 
dreading  the  result  of  their  secret  coavex^ 
sation.  She  was  sure  the  coimt  had  been 
foi  early  fnend,  from  what  Edgar  had  said 
to  him— perliaps  a  relation — one  that 
wofuld  receive  him  ihto  the  bosom  of  his 
famäy»  and  persuade  him  to  embraee  a  pa- 
triarchal  life,  and  give  up  bis  plan  of  tra- 
vdlixilg.  Edgar'sdisguisecould  not  be  from 
ehoice — ^h^  had  some  mothre  for  adopting 
coHcealment ;  it  was  a  good  one  she  was  sure. 
He  raugt  be  deinrous  tq  throw  h  off,  and 
Jive  m  bis  own  chaiacteiv  eiren  if  «poverty 
TOL.  XI.  t  shoiild 
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shouid  Ibe  bis  lot  The  acddental  and 
mdden  reticounter  m  thh  isolated  spot 
might  determine  bis  wbole  life^  or  at  leart 
bli^t  some  newböm  bopes  and  ivishes 
tfaat  were  ikmg^  in  hsr  mini,  which  sbe 
tDokddl^t  to  cherish  aad  encorni^  mtb 

ber  wbote  heart. 

At  tbe  age  cf  «eingtiteen,  me  do  «dt 

Inlitie^;  iSblb  wish  idbsorbs  tbe  mind^-^-oo- 
4cspm  itwfhollly,  teaTing  no  raooi  for  «ober 
4SMsideif$^!caL  Tbis  *was  Üie  case  of  La- 
i/ink.  Edgar\s  faumanlty,  ^m  tbe  ^o- 
-ment  sfae  fizst  tsvw  bian,  «xcdted  bor  lieA 
-fielbigs.  ön  -tbef idaem  of  &e  at  (be  km, 
«die  was  Msciied  umsacpeüteS^  %y  an  ^. 
:giät  üan;  bot  4be  Jew  and  tbe  g^itfeu 
nttm  in  «annerB  imd  ^oe  w^«  iso  vetf 
Qike,  ttbsit  sithoii^  lAe  WErght  4iie  gen- 
4i(Nmn  wilh  h&:  ^fjm  Häi  ahe  twboriced, 
<  tbe 
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the  Jew^ß  attenticms  were  not  unobserve^» 
nor  was  bis  voice  les3  harmonious  in  her 
ear.  The  features,  on  minute  mspection, 
were  perfectly  the  same,  allowing  fbr  a 
disguise;  jand  the  ingCBuity  of  Layinia 
divesting  tfaem  of  whtt  $he  &]t  as[$yre^ 
were  not  natorally  bis  own,  placed  the 
gentleman  and  the  Jew  as  one  and  thp 
.saine  por^on,  His  ^eat:ing  Englii^  made 
her  Gondude  that  he  had  be^n  a  det^ 
4iu,  Bxid  had,  Eke  her  father  and  her$elC 
(fIKeeted  hiß  «scape  in  a  Jew's  habit  tp 
«?oid  a  pnrsuit.  A  shs^ß  of  romwi^ 
mingled  in  her  ideas»  withcait  doubt«  whicb 
was  a  atimulant  to  Ii^r  pred3ec|tion. 

Tiie  4inexpected  Qoeurrenoe  witbin  tbß 
last  hour  gaye  a  tum  somewhat  unfiear 
sant  to  her  antidpations ;  a  gloom  chaseil 
away  the  smiling  loves  fcom  her  visage. 
With  an  air  of  diagrin  jihe  listeiied^  and 

1 2  kept 
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kept  her  eye  on  the  alcove,  thinking  the 
prolonged  eonversation  boded  no  good. 
y  At  length  the  door  opened,  and  she 
heard  Edgar  say — "  I  shall  be  with  you 
in  the  evening ;  and  pray  believe  that 
I  am  gratefiil.  I  can  stay  no  longer — 
my  yoiing  friend  will  aecuse  me  of  neg- 
lect." 

As  he  turned,  he  perceived  Lavinia  sit- 
ting  on  the  stone — "  Hah  1"  continued 
Edgar,  ^*  are  you  there  ?   I  am  sorry  I  de- 

tained  you.     Sure  you  are  unwell— I  did 
wrong  to  leave  you— But  I  thought  Ja- 

queline  would ^ 

Seeing  her  eyes  füll  of  tears,  and  her 
fiice  become  crimson,  he  said  no  rcore, 
lest  her  confusion  might  increase;  but, 
putting  her  arm  through  his,  he  turned 
to  the  count,  saying — "  My  young  friend 
is  in  delicate  healtfa  ;   the  sun  has  over- 

powered 
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powered  him.    We  will  retum  to  oür  inii, 
where  his  Father  awaits  us." 

The  count  kindly  pressed  them  to  enter 
the  ehateau,  and  repose  from  fatigue^  but 
Lavinia  urged  forward  with  a  discontented 
air,  nor  would  she  wait  for  the  pa&tor  or 
Jaqüeline,  who  were  Coming  from  tl^e  house 
to  join  them. 

As  she  huriied  Edgar  on,  her  lödks 
spokeherfeelings;  heperceivedtheehange, 
though  he  could  not  äccount  for  it.  To 
his  inquiries  she  gave  short  and  odd  an- 
swers;  and  he  silently  puzzled  himself  to 
account  for  this  change. 

When  they  had  distanced  the  pastor  and 
Jaqueline,  she  drew  her  arm  from  within 
Edgar's  in  suUen  discontent.  He  stoppte! 
immediately,  saying — "  You  are  offended 
— ^What  have  I  done,  or  left  undone,  that 
seems  to  distarb  you  ?" 

1 3  Again 
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Again  hei"  fkce  became  rafiufied» 

"  It  is  not  /  that  am  discottipoaeu,"  she 
feplied:    "  you  are  sor— so  oceupied  by 
.thosQ*  pew-found   fiiends,   that — ^that — I 
suppose  my  father  and  myseff " 

Edgar  had  heard  enougb  to  pörfectly 
ünderstand  her.  PSeasure  fiusbed  hi» 
countenance,  and  he  provoking)y  said— » 
**  My  old'  frfends  I  must  not  n^glect ;  you 
would  not  wish  nie  to  be  iingrateful? 
Could  I  be  so  unworthy,  I  sfaould  merit 
your  repitoof.'^ 

Sbe  wälked  on  in  stillen  port  for  some 
time,  oppressed  by  Texation,  and  the  mid* 
day  8un.    Edgar  again  offeted  his  i»rm. 

*•  No,"  cried  she^  *•  you  exidt  over  me ! 
8trong  nerves,  and  fuU  healtli^  make  you 
despise  a  poor  lad  who  is  feeble,  and  ba& 
outgFown  his  strength.  I  >vill  not  take 
your  arm." 

Edgar 


Edgar  pitied  her  firom  bis  aoul;  tken- 
fbre  used  a  soft  compulsioii  to  dr&w  her 
arm  through  bis,  to  help  her  oa. 

**  Sinoe,''  said  he,  '^  you  wül  Bot  be 
belpedy  I  shall  use  tbat  stsrength  witL 
which  you  reproach  me  for  your  service. 
I  must  Mige  you  to  spare  yourself :  bear 
your  weigbt  on  me ;  I  shaU  not»  befieve 
me,  deride  tbe  burtben.'* 

"  Ab  r  rejoined  sbe,  too  much  aoftened, 
**  your  new  fiiends  will  cbajoge  your  plans: 
tbiey  will  persuadte  you  to  remain  in  tbia 
little  Eden ;  you  will  give  us.  up — ^fbr« 
aake  us,  or  only  remember,  as  an  amusing^ 
tale,  those  events  whicb  sbould  bave  bound 
US  to  each  otber  through  our  whoje  Uvea, 
in  mutual  fiiendship.*" 

Her  last  <  words  could  scaroe  be  beard» 
and  tbe  effect  of  them  on  Edgar  was  such 

14  a? 
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as  to  prevent  any  immediate  reply.  He 
poiidered — *•  Can  I,"  thought  he,  "  feel  a 
second  aflfection  in  this  worthless  heart? 
It  is  irapossible !  No,  nö — ^it  is  pity-^ten- 
demess  for  the  sex,  gratitude  for  her  pre- 
dilection,  compassion  for  her  Situation — 
Oh  no !  I  never  could  love  a  female  in 

^ 

boy's  clothes — ^that  alone  would  defend 
my  heart,  were  it  indeed  susceptible  <tf 
the  passion." 

I^yinia  looked  at  him  as  if  seeking  a 
reply. 

He  then  said — ^^  It  would  be  presump- 
tion  in  a  Hebrew  to  seek  friendship  with 
Chnstians;  pity  and  compassion  is  all  I 
expect.  Am  I  not  an  outeast,  to  the  füll 
extent  of  the  word  ?" 

•*  You  are  every  thing  by  tums,*'said 
she,  pettishly — "  Jew,  hero,  gentleman,  or 

raendicant; 
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mendicant;   in  each   character  you  play 
your  part  so  as  to  insure  certain  commen-  * 
dation,  and  make  us  dread  a  Separation." 

"  Young  man,"  cried  Edgar,  "  do  not 
learn  to  flatter ;  I  shall  suspect  your  can- 
dour,  if  you  are  thus  lavish  of  your  praise. 
Corae,  I  rejoiöe  that  you  seem  better.—. 
Tliere  is  the  earl,  Coming,  no  doubt,'to 
seek  US.     Ile  loöks  displeased." 

She  withdrew  her  arm  instantly,  and,^ 
in  spite  of  fatigue,  hurried  forward,  dread«^ 
ing  bis  looks. 

Unfortunately,  the  earl  had  attained  to-, 
a  GEisis,  where,  for  want  of  materials,  he 
was  forced  to  stop.    This  put  hiiu  into  Ul- 
humour,  and  in  default  of  bis  favourite: 
subject,   be  wanted  one   to  receive  bis; 
spieen. 

f*  Wbereis  my  föol  of?a  daughter?'*: 
tbought  he  L  "  I  haire,  done  wrong.   Why » 

15  did 
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did  I  i^t  reflect?  To  be  quiet,  and  at 
liberty  tö  pui^ue  my  work,  I  bade  St. 
Valerie  take  her  to  walk.  Sup{)06e  he 
should  find  cmt  that  she  k  utider  a  dis- 
gtiise?  or  6uppose  &he  should  diseov^ 
that  liß  is  not  a  Jew  ?  the  discovery  would 
be  premature^  as  we  are  thus  situated.-^^ 
When  we  reach  Leghorn,  and  she  haa 
her  aunt's  protection^  a  discovery  skould 
teke  place.  Lavinia  will  then  resume  her 
dicjnitv.  «Hd  St.  Valerie  will  know  hi$ 
distance;  but  here,  needing  his  proteo 
tion,  he  might  feel  his  oönseqnence,  and 
perliaps  presümptiious  fiincies  might  teaeh 
her  a  leisson  ^he  «itist  never  know*-^tio^  no^ 
no,  never.  My  pMdence  c^rtainly  was 
asteep  when  I  Sent  tiiein  afiPtogelheT;  but 
it  is  always  thus — a  man  of  science  can*> 
not  descend  to  seeondary  subjects ;  his  vdst 
capacity  ifi  a  äeep  gtüf  that  swailpws  every 

thing 
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thing  but  itself !  My  hisionc  pages  vpteßii 
over  my  whdb  mind»  and  weak«)  ihe: 
oomman  cares  that  commoa  miods  term 
circumspection :  but  the  error  is  so  amia» 
Ue,  it  plead9  its  qwq  excu^e^  nor  needs  an 
advocate«'' 


CHAPTER  Xllt 


^ic»»**»*»*^— »^1» 


This  reasomng  did  not  repel  the  anger  of 
the  earl  at  the  absenoe  of  bis  daughtar,  or 

I  ^ 

quiet  the  apprehensions  tbat  increased  with 
her  delay .  He  could  not  find  fault  with 
Edgar,  as  he  had no  plea  against  him;  be- 
sides,  Edgar  had  been,  aud  promised  to  be 
ao  usefidf  the  earl  dar^  not  find  a  &ult. 
Ferhap»  had  he  (Edgar) .  been  more  hum^ 
Uer  a  fafarifiated  cxzw  might  have  appear* 

l6  ed, 
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ed,  but  Edgar^s  just  pride  held  bis  lordship 
at  that  proper  distanoe  which  fonned  a 
limit  to  bis  wisb  for  sway,  however  over* 
bearing. 

•*  Where  bave  you  been,  you  silly  block« 
head?"  said  the  earl,  on  meeting  bis  daugb- 

ter ;  "  you  are  balf  roasted,   you  stupid 

» 

boy !  Go,  get  to  your  cbamber — ^you  are 
the  plague  of  my  life !  If  I  stay  bere  a 
montb,  you  sball  not  stu:  from  my  pre- 
sence.     Go,    sir!— -Don't  you   hear  me 

4 

speak  ?" 

Lavihia  was  glad  to  retire  tili  tbe  storai 
passed  by.  She  was  soon  alone  in  ber 
ohamber,  yielding  freely  to  her  own 
tbougbts.  , 

Meanwbile  Edgar  whcdly  exculpated 
bis  young  associate,  by  a  trute  relation  of 
the  recent  events.  He  was  difiuse  in  the 
praise  of  bis  friend  tbe  count;  nor  was  tbe 

bumble 


TH£  deserter:  181 

humUe  ecclesiastic  forgotten,  or  his  pretty 
daughter. 

The  earl,  who  now  wanted  a  new  scene 
to  lard  his  hlstory,  found  an  anecdote. 
ready  made  to  fill  up  the  chasm ;  and  he 
requested  Edgar  to  introduce  him  to  his 
patriarchal  aoquaintance,  from  whom  he 
meant  to  gain  the  exact  state,  habits,  and 
usages>  of  a  part  of  the  ccHin;tiy  little 
known  in  the  general  history  of  France^ 
although  most  worthy  of  Observation.. 

Edjgar  willingly  assented  to  his  wisbes» 
from  two  motives.  The  first  was,  that 
count  de  Rosci  would  make  a  just  report 
of  bis  e^rly  Situation ;  the  second  was^ 
to  evinee  to  the  earl  that  it  was  the  count'& 
wisb  to  retain  him  with  himself  as  a  mem- 
berof  bis  fdmily,  and  unitefwith  them  w 
its  pleasures  as  well  as  its  toik. 

'  It  wis  agreed,  tfaen>  that  Ed^t  lihoiiid, 

prepare 
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prepare  the  count  for  the  visit  that  even- 
ing,  and  that  the  next  moming  the  intro- 
duction  should  take  place.    ,A  Bt  of  ex-. 

■ 

treme  good-humour  sueceeded  the  earPs 
rage;  and  he  lefl  Edgar  in  orderto  seek 

V 

his  daughter,  and  make  up  for  the  oiitrage 
with  which  he  had  assailed  her.  He  fbund 
her  in  tears,  looking  pale  and  disheartened. 
He  was  ashamed  of  his  impatience;  and, 
with  a  sheepish  address,  offered  reconci- 
liation. 

Lavinia,  who  was  not  half  so  injnred 
hy  her  father  as  she  conceived  she  was  by 
Edgar,  threw  berself  on  his  neck,  and 
wept  aloud.  He  imagined  thsit  bis^anger 
had  overpowered  her,  and  sought  by  kind* 
ness  to  efiaoe  the  eflfects,  and  he  begged 
her  to  oome  down,  and  folget  wliat  was 
past. 

Lavinia  fdt  extiexaieiy  depie69ed  thaongb 

the 
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the  day.  Edgar  was  willing  to  ascribe 
it  to  fatigue ;  but  the  truth,  although  he 
strove  to  shut  it  out,  fiashed  in  strong 
Gonviction  through  his  mind — ^it  insured 
bis  PiTr,  but  he  had  dorn  wüh  hve. 

Edgar  retumed  to  the  count  at  sunset 
This  good  man  had  left  off  work»  and 
came  out  to  meet  Edgar :  he  had  prepared 
his  daughters  to  see  their  friend,  and  given^ 
them  reasons  for  his  disguised  habit  They 
were  both  married,  and  had  children,  sa 
that  the  öld  chateau  wanted  not  occupant» 
to  fill  its  halls  ot  Chambers.  The  hushand 
of  the  eider  was  then  an  invalid ;  his  gun 
had  burst  in  the  diase»  and  wounded  bim 
sevorely  in  himting  a  wild  boar.  The  hos- 
band  of  the  youngest  was  at  Fayis,  sum» 
moned  thfre  by  a  relatimi  wbo  was  in  fa- 
vour  at  court,  and  whose  powers  were  ia^ 

action. 


184  THE  deserter; 

äction  to  restore  him  bis  estates,  which 
had  been  lost  in  the  revolution. 

These  particular^  Edgar  had  leamt  iir 
the  moming,  büt  the  count  repeated  them 
again  with  renewed  interest,  m  the  hope 
of  inducing  Edgar  to  remain  with  them. 
He^  described  the  pleasure  of  fishing  for 
delicious  fish,  hunting  wild  venison  and 
bpar,  regaling  on  most  delicate  kid,  and 
loadiug  a  houriqve  with  every  sort  of  wild- 
fbwl  that  eoüld  please  the  taste,  or  be 
deemed  luxurious,  at  nö  c^ther  expence  thah* 
die  trouble  or  pleasure  of  finding  them. 

"  I  really  want  you/*'  cried  the  count  r 
*•  for  since  my  son  has  been  disabled,  Pel- 
leite  but  iU  supplies  his  fdace  in  furnishing^ 
oiir  table.'* ' 

^  Is  the  old  man  aBve^  and  well  ?^  said) 
Edgar. 

«Oh 
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**  Oh  yes,"  rejoined  the  cdunt,  "  and  is 

as  yaluable  as  ever.  Behold  him  now  in 
tbat  ruined  piazza,  with  my  grandson  on 
his  Shoulder.  See,  the  child  kisses  his 
wrinkled  cheek,  as  a  reward  for  such  in- 
dulgeuce.  Edgar,  you  can  but  be  happy; 
and  you  wiH  be  so  if  you  stay  here.*^ 

Edgar  smiled,  said  he  was  bom  a  wan» 
derer,  and  could  not  oppose  fate« 

They  now  entered  a  gothic  gate,  and 
passed  through  an  arched  passage  by  som- 
bre  light,  at  the  end  of  which  a  heavy 
door  opened  on  a  hall,  high  as  ä  chureh 
nayie,  wide,  and,  but  for  the  smiling  faeesr 
that  approaehed,  might  have  been  named 
dreary, 

The  ladies  embraced  Edgar  as  a  brother, 
for  he  had  dislodged  his  beard  and  wig 
before  he  entered,  lest  he  might  disgust 

them. 

MutuaV 
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Mutual  njddngs  oecupied  some  im* 
Butea»  wheii  Edgar  was  led  up  to  a  young 
man  who  redined  an  a  mattress,  sfkreadon 
a  wooden  couch  of  Fellette's  constructing. 
The  sufierer  was  the  Chevalier  ManviUe, 
husband  to  Ceeile;  near  his  feet  lay  a 
sleeping  infant,  whicli  pictored  umocenee 
and  health* 

'^  That  is  mine  too,*^  said  the  lovely 
mother,  pointing  to  the  habe. 

In  Short,  an  hour  slid  away  before  they 
could  fix  to  any  subject,  when  P^üetfe 
and  a  rustic  ^rl  placed  the  long  board  on 
the  cross  sticks  for  supper,  which  he  had 
oooked  with  his  usual  skill  and  taste.  A 
wooden  stool  served  the  invalid's  accom« 
modation,  placed  at  his  side,  and  covered 
with  a  coarse  doth»  the  nuoiufacture  of 
the  village. 

The  cates  were  fitted  for  a  royal  table; 

yet 
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yet  oost  npthing;  and  ihe  wines  saited  the 
fi^t,  from  their  own  vintage:  but  Edgar 
thoiigfat  that  man  does  not  live  to  eat,  but 
eats  to  live.  He  admired  the  count's  re- 
signation»  but  feit  no  desire  to  Imitate 
Alnrahain,  Isaac^  or  Jaeob,  in  their  mode 
of  existing ;  the  worid,  with  all  its  ills, 
was  more  inviting;  and»  in  conscience^  he 
could  tiot  desert  Larinia,  ere  the  high 
Alps  were  left  behind  her,  and  eirery  dan- 
ger paat 

The  dievalier  Manville  was  enchanted 
with  Edgar,  who,  though  in  his  tom 
tuhic,  carried  such  a  noble  port  as  to 
coihmand  respect.  Again  the  Chevalier 
requested  to  hear  his  story,  notwithstand- 
ing  lie  had  heard  it  before  from  his  fa- 
ther. 

Edgar  was  very  brief  from  the  date 
of  his   entering    the   army,    attributing 

his 
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his  disgust  and  sudden  resolution  to  leave 
it  entirely  to  his  colonel,  which,  in  fitct, 
was  the  cause.  His  romantic  ad  venture^ 
he  began  to  be  ashamed  of ;  and  as  we 
almost  universally  do,  in  the  retrospect  of 
life,  wish  to  blot  out,  even  from  our  own 
view,  many  follies  which  in  the  moment 
of  action  appeared  to  us  wise,  so  Edgar 
wished  to  forget  liis  passion  for  Amelia, 
and  the  errors,  not  to  say  crimes,  it  might 
have  led  him  into ;  and  he  always  omitted 
that  part  of  his  story»  as  a  secret  sacred  to 
Amelia  and  love. 

When  he  mentioned  the  earl,  he  ^pioke 
of  his  son  with  a  tender  respect,  seeming 
the  result  of  compassion  and  dread— r 
dread  that  a  pulmonary  affection  would 
abridge  a  Hfe  that  was  dear  to  all  who 
knew  him. 

Edgar  could.  not  leave  his  friends  foi 
,     '  many 
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many  hours-  The  Chevalier  added  his  per- 
süasions  to  induce  him  to  enter  into  their 
Society  as  a  member  of  the  family ;  but 
Edgar  dwelt  on  the  necessity  of  his  escape. 
In  fact,  he  tc^o^^a  deserter,  and  could  not 
be  safe  in  that  territory.  They  were 
-grieved  to  yield  to  this  conviction,  but 
became  silent  on  the  subject. 

It  was  midnight  ere  Edgar  retumed; 
his  friends  had  retired.  I^avinia  feit  the 
most  perplexing  suggestions  during  the 
.whole  night ;  she  had  watched  at  her  win- 
•dow  to  be  assured  of  his  retum,  and  from 
his  protracted  delay  feit  a  dread  that  he 
.  had  abandoned  them  altogether^  and  gone 
over  at  onoe  to  his  old  friends.  Her  tears 
iell  uficonseäously  as  she  looked  on  the 
Wide  Space  before  the  house — all  was  still; 
the  moon  «paisgled  the  leaves  of  the  syca- 
jpiore,  as  the  breeze  moved  than,  and  La- 

vinia's 
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Tinia's  sigh  answared  the  breeze.  Sfae  left 
the  Window,  and  paced  the  voom.  A  dog 
barked~^e  fiew  back  to  her  post — her 
ligfat  had  long  been  extinguidied ;  shad- 
ing  iierseif  with  die  curtaki,  she  perceived 
a  man,  but  he  bad  no  beaid-r-it  eould  not 
be  Edgar!  He  sat  down,  puUed  off  bis 
hat,  and  put  bis  band  into  bis  podsiet, 
4rew  aometfaing  forth»  and  bergan  A^ust- 
iftg  it  to  bis  headw — *^*  Ah !"  tbou^t  she, 
*^  it  is  IBdgar !  He  does  not  use  «  disguiae 
with  bis  ftiends^-^But  he  ja  refumed, 
thank  Hoavenl^As  yet,  I  am  not  Ssm- 
saken*" 

,  A  sleepless  nigbt,  aiid  antkäpatiflg  eviJ, 
lobbed  tiie  roses  from  her  ebeeks,  «üd  tibe 
liistie  fitwi  bif r  ey  es.  H^  lao^guid  Iok^ 
appaHed  Edgar  08  ihey  Bciri;  »ext  dfty. 

^  My  brotinr,  nay  yoisagw  faiotberr 
^sried  die»  iendfiify,  **  ymk  lase  31!    We 

wiU 
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ivill  go  to  the  chateau;  there  are  ladies 
yrho  will  prescribe  and  administer  to  your 
sufferings — ^Your  looks  affiict  me!  We 
cannot  travel  täl  you  are  well  Teil  them 
your  complaints — ^they  already  know  you, 
and  hope  to  do  you  good." 

"  JFe  cannot  travel  tili  you  are  weil," 
had  a  magieal  effect  on  Lavinia.  Her 
blashes  rose«  her  eyes  sparkled,  and  äie 
Jband  ke  lieid  tremUed  with  pleasur^ 
Siiddenly  Edgar  let  it  äfop,  a3  the  ead 
passed  the  window,  and  immediately  &^ 

tee^thegroom. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


All  was  cordiality  at  breakfast;  but  in 
tlie  midst  of  tlie  repast,  Pellette  entered 
«s  introductor,  and  announced  the  count 
de  Rosci,  his  master,  in  due  form.  He 
{Pellette)  did  not  omit  one  pcunt  of  cere- 
mony ;  he  w<»'e  a  bag  to  bis  grey  haur^  a 
green  coat,  laced  vest,  silk  hose,  and  stone 
buckles ;  a  silver^headed  cane,  fierce  cocked 
hat,  and  ruffles  at  his  hands ;  the  hat  was 
abased  low  on  entermg  the  room. 

The  count  himself  wore  a  füll  dress  of 
thirty  years  old,  embroidered  ^vithout»  and 
Mned  with  satm;  his  sword  was  hilted 
with  various  gems.  and  his  hat  was  ä  la 
NivemmSy  and  wom  under  his  ann. 

AU 
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AU  this  was  to  oompliment  an  English 
«arl  with  prdfoimd  respect;  for  äiecoimt 
was  a  öomplete  anstoerät^  to  'the  very /bot- 
tom  of  bis  heai^  ahd  so  was  Pettette,  ao 
Qoin£ng  to  rule. 

Our  English  noble  bowed,  and  bowed» 
and  bowed  again,  be^»e  the  cöimt ,  had 
tecovered.  bis  first  poeitionr;  yet  was  be 
pleased  with  the  adulation,  and  in  liis 
usual  jwtgon  tbanked  Ü»  cQünt  •  foi:  bi$  aitr 
t^ntion,  and  prefientod^  bim  a  cbair.  The: 
€ount,  still  Standing,  said  he  had  one  fa* 
vour  to  ask  b^fore  he  eould  be  seated. 
The  earl  bowed  again  in  teken  of  eompU- 
ance,  and  the  boon  was  announc^  in  due 
form.  It  was,  that  the  earl  and  bis  asso^^ 
ciates  wonld  partake  of  ii  mÄtiptain  Dinner 
at  the  diateau  thiyt  day« 

Th^  each  Iboked  at  the  same  mommii» 
at  their  own  diabby  attbre,  and  were  about 

VOL.  IL'  X  td 
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ctaHrtaruing  their  lookB,  assukd'  tiKm  so 
Idkidly,  that  lie.  guned  <1^eir  kaaeat,  and 
Fdlette  haUbkd  off  >»l  htt  bebt  |>äbe,  to 
metamorphose  tbe  valet  de>bkaiiA]fEe  iato 

Acoovdng  to  eüapiitte,  Hhß-  cbmrtüs  viat 
was  m  «h«rt[  one:;  •«»^  no  «ootiev  ^vaiig  ke 
gotäe  thsn  the  «Md*-s  'l&bfot«  #«i«  btoa^t 
fixfth,    »tä  4he  t^  «tif»«a  ^tibtter  "tiiö 

ÜAvinlii  i;^  -r^liteüäitt  tb  AM'the^en- 

iSinbUS  Wütfeiy  «f -fi^tale  ey«s;  Wid  h» 
dVess  ints  ^  pMn,  «o'fifty,  <tod  i$e  dtfurh- 

should  they  not  deeeel  ht)t^6ilBgiii»i>    3P^ 

>•  'As 


As  Iter  viyneMy  Tetnebed^  ibe  ^teok  up 
£clgiiT's  dcess,  attd  {K»(KVÜi^  lOii  #ie  ünl^ 
cried cfioU«-^ Foor  Jjew !  W^aaidyonwsirB 
la  diriskiaB,  to  wekr  a  tfiiole  oost  T 

Tim^arl  twned  upniisr  with  bd  Angvj 
4oDk,  M^tne—«' What  is  bis  6a!^  er  hm 
4ress  to  jfwi'P 

-tsSlt  that  4»  ^  jl^,  ot  leafBlk,  conoemed  lier 
-matemlly. 

Edgar  .had  ipMp{u*ed  ins  ifimuds  as^t  1x> 
4^de  to  im  jdisgttise  in  «njr  ^«y ;  .tiiey 
attended  t»  Ms  esutian.  %s  >ioQliyes 
were  oiat  ^estioned;  as  ithey  Jmew  Üim 
to  be  Teascmäble,  llie^  weie  sure  he  was 

Lmsnia  seoght  "to^eKciHte  '«bersctf 'ftom 
^cßicmpim^xiig^hev  %LiAim  :to  tbe  (äiatead; 
but  he  'was  resolved  she  should  gp,  ^mA 
«bcfe  was  no^appeftl. 

KS  In 
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In  tremblihg  alarm  6he  was  presented  to 
.the  ladies  on  amving  at  the  cfaateau ;  but 
th^  endearing  mann^rs,  and  attentive  re- 
gards,  soon  bonished  her  fears  of  being 
discovered  by  tbeuL  As  heridreads  be- 
came  appeased,  the  sodety  she  was  in  be- 
came  delightful ;  and  in  thdr  walka  round 
the  house,,and  their  visit  to  the  subterra- 
nean  (whiqh  was  a.cujious  retreat),  Lavi- 
nia  had  an  arm  for  each  of  the.  sisters,  at- 
taching  herseif  ehtirely  to  them. 

£dgar  sat  with  Manville  during  these 
excutsionsf— each  was  pleased  with  die 
other ;  while  the  oount  redted  to  the  earl 
all  he  knew^of  Edgar,  and  bemg  lavirfi 
in  his  praise,  added  weight  to  the.opinion 
.the  earl  had  fonned  pf  him.  Edgar^s  re» 
tidning  his  disguise  was  not  discussed  by 
jdther.  .       . 

Edgar  was  also  the  theme  of  tihe  young 

^  people's 
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people's  oonversation.  The  debt  of  gra* 
titude  her  father  owed  him  gave  energy. 
to  Lavinia,  and  she  sounded  his  praise 
with  an  artlesßs  ecstasy  that  might  have  be«» 
trayed  her,  if  suspicion  had  been  afloat 

On  retuming  to  the  house,  Lavinia  saw 
the  children;  she  flew  towards  them  in- 
stantly,  and,  catching  the  habe  from  the 
nurse's  acms,  she  began  to  dance  it,  and 
held  it  so  handily,  tltat  both  the  mothers 
^edared  it  was  hnpossfible  not  to  admire 
such  i^ility,  tempered  with  care  and  ten^ 
demess« 

This  and  m^ny  pther  days  passed  de- 
lightfully  with  their  patriardial  fri^nds. 
At  length  the  earl  grew  tired  ofthose  ccmb- 
forts,  and  guides  and  mules  were  ordered 

for  the  ne^t  day.  '; 

'    The  last  eva;iing  passed  bitterly*    Th^ 
4X)iuit  wept  on  Edjgar's  Shoulder»  with  ge- 

K  3  nuine 
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nukie  regret  at  his  departare.  The  mtät§ 
Biso  shed  te^tB  of  unfmgned  sonow ;  and 
the  dievsilet  ? erproacbed  Edgar  icnt  wan« 
dering  äbout  the  world  wfaen  tibey  häd  a 
home  td  give  bitn.  In  short^  tfae  soene 
dosed  with  sincere  b^traüifigs^  and  the 
next  day  our  travellers  recotniiüenced  the 
perilous  joumey. 

I  must  not  ^uppose  that  nxf  amiabk 
reader  is  unacqiiainted  with  the  Alpfr ;  pro- 
bably  she  has  travelled  them  herseif,  m 
if  she  Imä  liot,  sh«  has  taketi  a  vmef  part, 

■ 

and  left  the  description  of  them  to  the 
fioweiy  hypeitbölio  peh  of  my  eo*n43fveUsts^ 
teho  delight  in  cataraeti^,  crags,  pinnacles» 
precipices,  and  dangefs  without  end,  purely 
ftn*  the  infbfmatiött  of  those  who  rely  on 
US  geographicaU  hiographkal^  kfUt&Hcal 
wri^rs,  whöfti  they  tannot  doubt,  and 
yfho  haVe  and  will  continue  to  trav^  ovcf 

aU 


all  the  hftovm  wodid,  xiay,  isometimes  be- 
yond  any  sort  of  knowltdge^  ^to  instru^t 
atad  enlarge  the  minds  of  our  ohavming 
jpationesses,  as  they  redine  on  a^  couefiiy  or 
,4et  ßte  ta  the  house,  f>y  sfudylng  m  thear 
beds  the  mazy,  dangerous,  an4  unhea^of 
ti^iaets,  vwe,  with  Infinity  of  zeal,  endeavour 
(o  lead  ttiem  over. 

Supposing  the  loVely  reader  versed  m 
sucti  reports,  I  need  only  say,  that  mueh 
faägüe,  mhch  of  terror,  and  much  of  ad- 
miration»  attehded  the  AJpine  joumey  of 
cur  friends;  and,  on  the  fifth  day  from  their 
quitting  France,  they  entei'ed  the  subitrbs 
of  Leghorn.  Mutual  congratulatiosts  «ih- 
cerely  flowed  from  eaJch  to  the  atlier  ttwtt 
the  jouroey  was  at  an  en4-  Edgar  was 
set  down  at  the  firsthotd,  as  had  beert  ^^- 
ctded,  Bivi  the  earl  went  in  with  hiin,  fbr 

K  4  he 
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he  had  still  new  advioe*  to  ofibr,  and  neW 
pians  to  prqject,  Edgar  b^ged  for  one 
night  and  day  to  effect  his  metamorphose 
to  his  wishy  mid  with  soine  reluctance  that 
period  was  aUowed,  ajthough  with  Symp- 
toms of  regret. 

As  Lavirüa  sat  waiting  in  the  camage, 
her  ideas  were  not  idle. .  She  almost  düead- 
ed  the  developmeut  about  to  occur : .  she 
feared  Edgar  would  no|;  like  her  when  she 
changed  her  dress.    As  a  tender  youtb, 

'  pity  made  him  attentive  to  her  distress, 

<•  '  ■»• 

but  asa.girl,jdisgust  might  efFac5e  that  sen- 
^tim^nt,  ,a^d  cold .  neglect  prove  that  he 
.j^hoifght  her  indelieate  and  bdid — She  was 
not  happy..  Edgar  did  not  know  that  all 
the  blande  lay  with  the  earl,  or  that  be 
j^td  forced  on  her  a  disguise  whieh  afe  firat 
die  bad  abhorred.     13^  deemed  it  .the 

most 
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mostconvenient  when  he  hadplanned  their 
eseape,  and  he  was  too  positive  for  her  to 
d&obey. 

_  • 

Uäder  these  apprehensfons  »^  was  but 
little  elated  in  meeting  with  her  aunt,  a 
lady  &he  had  not  seen  siaee  she  was  a  ebild^ 
but  of  whom  the  earl  spoke  in  high  eulo- 
gium,  for  her  wif,  beanty»,  and  knowledgje 
of  the  World. 

Th^ir  carriage  had  driven  into  a  large 
eourt  which  surrouuded  her  palace ;  num- 
bers  of  servants  stood  about,  belon^ng  to 
the  visitors  of  the  day,  and  when  the  earl 
and  bis  daughter  desc^ded,  the  latter  was 
ready  to  sink  at  the  g^e  from  every  eye 
that  was^  fixed  on  their  odd  figures.  The 
earl,^  iil  order  to  impress  his  conseqtience 
otk  thebystandars»  announoed  himself  most 
loudly,  and  immediately  a  finely-dressed 
lacquey  stepped   forward  and  preoeded 

E  5  "^     themfe. 


them  ittto  ä  tw)m,  but  cötteeivmg  Lavi« 
Hia  tx^  be  ft  foötfaoy,  he  took  Im  srai  to 
conduct  him  to  the  hall.    The  earl  spdke 

Italktn  ti$  he  did  French^  imd  so  angticiBed 

# 

both  langoages  as  sedit^ly  to  foe  undi^«. 
stoöd ;  bat  Läviviiii  «{»oke  for  hets^  sir^«. 
ing  «he  trais  son  to  the  earl,  at  whic^  tii^ 
ttmn  ^tate^/  etnd  begg^d  patdon«  Iki  an- 
other  mdtaient  all  the  doors  v^ere  tferown 
t>p€fn,  mA  a  lädy,  immensely  gay  in  her 

attire,  flew  into  the  earl'is  &ttns\  she  ap- 
{)äared  tö  siv^don  in  hns  embrace,  yet  h^ 
b)}oai-  'did  Yiot  forste  her.  After  a  time 
^he  rais^  här  %ead,  piit  hiwi  ä  little  ftom 
her,  then  agäiÄ  embrtioed  hm^y  wifh  t^$e 
words-i-^*  It  is  hei— Jb>crt  what  4  shaibby  ß- 
gOTe!  I  huve  a  Wöt^ld  iftöiy  salöon,  tö 
whom  I  tmi$t  ^setit  yatu^-^tSo,  g^  anid 
dre8s««-4hey  ane  eager  to  embrtice  yöu.'* 
"  Sfater,"  cried  the  e^  **  I  am  a  ^ 

hius; 


ÜWB  DBflERTm.  SM 

ntos;  tliQrefoDr  obey  no  im  Jiuhe  bttt  mtiif 
0Wn«    I  sliaU  eet»  drulk»  and  shepf  befaire 

ma'am — ^let  her  daim  yovur  attentoHi.? 

A  faint  sereim 'aiUMubetö  the  surprise 
iof  the  caiinta9&'  Bhe  laoked  a^  th&/bo^ 
£}r  a  time^'^b^fi'  nngkig.a  iaell  violend^^ 
<jske  qoknihahdäd  Yiobtta^  to^  bie  scutin  di- 

A  pyÄi}^  jitfile  fimtastie  KoeatuK^  itheß 
.appeiired;.  to  wbom  tfa^^soonleAs;  whiBpared 
<f<9fr  80inb  tiiiie/  when  thisdaniiy  wUtteg- 
maid  led, '  off  L wihfia  ^  to  new  «ipdei  her 
Jn  her  4»i6rn  Ur^ ;  S  and  nbvrec  iMfi  iady<  fiei- 
-ter:  pleased  to  «han^  Isiar  'jsfeterior  dihiui 
lady  Layinia  herseif.  While  Vioietti  as- 
aort^^^  •dress  ftr  immedfate'  ufce;  sheaent 
joff  fi^r  kjBT  Jad/s  fiiälfeier  to  ;Gomt>lete  aueb 
fattwe^as.IEavukiawoiilll  requircf,  and  .was 
beßbdag^hst  lank;  a^.AS'die  waiföog- 

K  61  ma»I 
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txiaid  'fl^u«te4  the  temponay  garb  fiom 
lier  mi^ress'»  wardibbe»  she  praised  tiie 
£»rih  and  elegant  shape-of  lier  dae  was  des 
coratingL  ', 

^  Lavinia  faited  mMb.in  derption  to  the 
todkin^glass^  *  and  observed  tbat  she  had 
^^it)wn*at  leasl;  an  inch  fionce  she  had  tumed 
> Amazon.  Yhe  deficacy  which  had  givea 
her  a  sickly  bue  as  a  youth,  was  now  beau- 
ttiföl ;  the  &tnt  blusb  that  ;t]iiged  her  cheek 
fwa$  now  HO  Symptom . .  of  conaumption, 
but  the  emfeiem  of  smsibiJiCy . :  In .  ahort, 
itbe  iibpromisiiig  youth  was  truly  chaiiged 
mto  a  most  k^i^ely  -jand  mteiesting  girl« 
lalthougfa  ahe  thought  berself  ^*  but  poor 
inböattyr     / 

;    In  an  hour  the  oountess:  efttared  the 

room.  '  Lavmk  had  coffee  iitd  ioes  befike 

-^her  as  she  sat  on  a  ooudi.    ähe  raae  at 

•sight  of.her  aui^t^  who  now  esdaimed 

< 

^  '  with 
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ivith  pleesure,  kissing  her  forehead  and 
cfaeeks — •*  Y<nr  will  da  me  credit,  I  see 
You  are  charming,  lovely,  my  delightfal 
niece — ^Haw  mudn  yoii  resemhle  me!— ^ 
Your  fatfaer  is' on  the  stilts  that  X  did  not 
embrace  a  dirty  sicfcly  boy-  Fie  upon  it! 
How  oottM  he  expect  it  ?  But  jh^  yvaß 
dway s  odd*^a  great  genius  In— So.  am«  l.*^ 
At  this  momänt  my  rooms  are  fiHed  wifh 
js^vans,  wks^  and  Üterati — ^Your  father 
will  quarrel  with  them,  I  dare  say— No 
matter,  I  Hke  dlacu^sions.  Opposite  öpi- 
fiions  ^xhibit  g^üs,  excite  thoaghts,  and 
diqylay^  the  understanding.— -i— But,.  my 
love,  you  will  appear  to-morrow.  Can 
you  talk?-^-But  I  have  always  found  that 

beauty  speaks  for  itselfi ^I  must.  go^^- 

Adieii — ^Take  cmpc  of  her,.  Vir— Vi !  ]>ess 
her  wellto-morrow — Julia  shall  dress^  me." 
Here  the  cbimtess  ettibraced  her  nieee;  and 

flew 
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flew  off  directly,  wlthoot  evmi  hesamg 
tbe  voice  of  Lavinia  utter  tme  Single  syU 
laUe. 

**  flow  new«— faow  stränge  !"  thought 
Xidvinia.  **  An  idiot,  we»  she  pretty, 
would  ^ease  my  sunt ;  die  never  beard  if 
I  oould  speak  or  not.  I  am  not  incUoed 
4e  love  het  bb  yet.  She  faas  beeil  sibelie-^ 
:sh6  dreeses  toe  imich-^but  iHuly  cbitda- 
«Ions  aie  aiiju«t)  and  I  am  too  young  to» 
pronounce-  with  judgment.— ^-^^Pppr  Sft. 
Valerie!  what  will  he  think  to^motrow?* 
I  shall  find  hk  tfaoughts  out^^I  know  I 
'shalL  I  «budder  at  the  idta  of  our  xoieei- 
äng  to««fi9C]x>w~-But  hb.  muist  Gome,  and 
I  must  enduie  it !  I  will  go  io  bed»  and 
4Fy  not  to  ÜuiJc  ofitr-I^^wi^ihiBk  of  my 
new  dothes,  and  how  ^vdü  I  .abaU  look  m 
tibem.  I  was  a  'Wretohed,  medü^tookiiig 
boy,  but  am  a  haädafHaae  gid  aiau^>«- 

Fatigue 
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Fätigoe  has  made  me  thin,  I  know ;  but 
i  also  know  content  and  ease  will  sooa  re^ 
pair  that  de^t.*— Bat,  if  he  idioald  di»- 
üke  me?— Ob,  tben  I  sbould  be  thin  in- 
fleedr 

Wbüe  th(3se  idefts  worried  Lavinia,  Ed- 
gar was  not'  qnite'at  eose.  He  was  now 
entering  <m  a  new  Ufe ;  bis  patiXMi  was  a 
TaJn  weak  «latt,  füll  of  caprice,  obstinatte,. 
and  b^verbearing ;  yet  he  was  g^tierous^ 
and  at  bottom  hvniane-,  but  he  miist  be 
flattei'ed.  Edgar  revolted  against  flattery. 
^  I  eannot,**  tboiight  he,  "  belie  myself, 
or  praise  where  there  is  no  merit.  I  eould 
delight  to  praise  bis  child,  for  she  deserves 
It :  approbatien  was  6ver  on  my  lips  at  her 
pätience  and  forbearance.     Her  fatigue, 

« 

pale  cheek,  and  sufferings,  tonched  my 
"very  heart ;  her  artless  i?ivadty,  when  she 
was  Bt  ease,  ^harmed  me ;  her  terrors  im- 

pelled 
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peDed  me  to  her  suooour ;  and  I  feit  mj 
former  sovrows  Mghtened  wh«^  attendinur 
to  her  waots,  aiid  assisting  her  to  sapport 
the  diffieulties  she  dreaded  to  oveecome 
Yet»  although  she  demands  all  praise»  I 
must  go  HO  fiirlher,  I  have  loväd  once» 
and  was  unhappy ;  that.  love;  ha&  been  my 
nun — its^ eonsequenoes  have  uadone  me! 

}  am  a  beggar — a  ftiendles^  dependent — 
an  ephema»!,  that  exists  only  fov  a  day  in 
the  sunshitie  oü  a  lord's  favour — To  this 
State  has  love  ledoced  met  Oh/Amelia» 
Amelia !  to  what  a  State  has  my  mad  ado- 
latkm  of  thee  eondemned  me^ 

In  despite  of  selfdeception«.  Amelia 
seemed  to  be  more  apostrophized  in  re&- 
renee  to  Edgar*s  misfortunes  than  as-  the 
immediate  object  oi  bis-  heart  He  was 
even  then  trying  on  different  suits  for  bis 
d^but  the  next  day,  and  givilig  precise 

Orders 


dirders  that  his  dresft  should  fit  as  if  it  ivere 
made  upon  him.  He  certainly  fancied 
he  was  unhappy,  but  he  was  anxious  ta 
resume  the  g^itleman,  and  to  look  as  weU 
as  he  was  wont  to  do  in  former  times. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Early  the  next  day  a  valet  from  lord 
Oölomount  was  at  Edgai^s  door.  He 
brought  a  note  to  say  the  valet  was  a  ne- 
oessary  appendage  to  his  lordship's  Hbr»- 
rian.  Edgar  laughed,  but  acoepted  his 
aervke,  as  he  was  very  desirous  to  be 
dressed  in  the  style  of  a  real  gentle- 
man. 

It  was  noon  befoire  he  was  quite  ready 
to  go  oaU  and  then  he  wa/s  not  oontent;. 

he 
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he  could  not  focget  tfae  splendid  jfteket^ 
the  tasseUed  ca|^,  tke  gay  panaohe,  and 
Qther  military  appendiige8,  tbat  decorate 
and  beooisiB  the  saldier. .  Edgar  thoi^ht 
he  resembied  a  hauirgeois^  ahhmigh  his 
valet  adinked  the  taste  of  his  attire»  and 
Said  it  was  perfectly  the  ton  of  the  no^ 

hksse  fashi(»i. 

Edgar  was  agltated  on  entering  the 
courtyard ;  he  was  surprised  at  the  Sensa- 
tion, and  angry  with  himadf ;  hu^  10 
spite  of  his  better  reason»  the  bbod  radied 
into  his  face  z&  a  servant  announced  him 
•t  the  döor  of  a  böudoir  wfaere  the  ooun- 
tess;U8iiaUy  spent  hec  morhingSt  and  w&efe 
'none  of  her  visitors  were  admitted  It 
-was  a  deligbtful  room,  that  opened  aa  a 
garden,  where  the  sweetest  shrubs  and 
treea  sent  forth  their  odours,  mingling 
•  with  orange-trees  atid  Mossoms  th«t  soceea- 

ed 
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I 

ed  tfce  sun  fircfta  tbe  afMortaifDlt  by  their 
^ptearin:;  faranehaat 

The  oomi^ess  sat  ia  p^rieet  disfaaiäne, 
at  a  )aif;e  table  eo^vered  trith  faooks^  globe»^ 
and  amiffJboxeB;  she  nnsed  her  ey4BS  an 
E^gar^s  enitranee^  looked  bim  füll  in  tbe 
face,  then  wiped  tbe  snuff  fix>m  her  nose, 
and  dropped  ibe  pnich  from  her  fingers. 
Tbe  earl  -wm  älready  Bhaking  bands  with 
Edgtr,  biddiiig  bini  welcome  to  tbe  hoose^ 
and  eying  bim  all  over,  and  a  yoi^  kdy 

5at  in  a  vemote  cbmer,  engaged  appa- 

< 

rentty  with  a  k^dog,  wbose  coXIar  sbe  was 
Andeavduring  ta  unlock,  but  could  not  bit 
tbe  keyhole« 

**  I  told  yoüv  Aietbusa,"  said  tbe  earl» 
"  I  ekpected  iny  librariah.  This,  my  sis- 
ter,  k  tbe  gentleman-^I  commend  bim  to 
your  favour.  I  öwe  bim  maony  obliga- 
tikms,  and  I  bope  he  will  owe  scßo^tbing 

to 
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to  US  in  oür  lönger  acquaintano^.  Laid- 
nia»"  oontinued  the  earJ,  **  oome  forwaid. 
This  young-  lady  is  my  dauglitcr — all  dis- 
gttise  is  at  an  end  now — ^She  thaafiks  you 
£>r  all  the  trouble  she  has  tost  you»  and 
for  the  uiany  dangers  you  have  brought 
her  thrQugh.'^  ■" 

Edgar  put  on  well-fögned  surpria^ 
lodked  at  the  young  lody,  bowed,  but  re- 
matned  silent.  She  put  the  dog  Aovfit^ 
and  advauced  alowly»  imd  tremUlag  at 
evay  step,  her  ^ea  beut  to  the  giound^ 
she  strove  to  articulate  tomething;  but  her 
auttt,  pitying  her  distress»  said—- '*  Indeed^ 
brother,  you  do  things  so  awkwardly»  that 
I  cannot  award  my  approfaatioh  of  your 
address«  My  nieoe  must  feel  that  she  has 
personified  a  character  of  little  delicacy,  to 
whicb  you  ought  never  to  aHud^»  more 
partkularly  to.  one  wbo  has  so  long  wib- 

nessed 
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itessed  the  feölings  she  must  have  endured 
ünder  her  odious  dii^ise.  Retire»  my 
dilld,  and  I  will  insure  you  from  a  recur- 
Jrence  to  the  subject  again  which  has  sp 
much  distressed  you.'' 

Lavinia,  with  tpttering  Steps,  tumed  to 
withdraw,  when  Edgar,  with  sudden  imr 
pulse»  flew  forward,  and  offering  his  arm, 
led  liavinia  (pleased  by  his  suppprt)  across 
ihe  extensive  room,  opened  the  door,  and 
bowed  as  she  passed  through  it  to  retire 
to  hei*  Chamber.  What  did  Edgar  think 
of  her  at  that  moment  ? — ^He  thought  she 
jwas  lovely»  elegant,  and,  above  all,  exqui*- 
fiitely  modest 

The  oonntess  oontinued-— <<  Now,  bro- 
ther,  you  percrive  hovg  I  arrange  matters. 
It  is  well  you  oonsigned  your  daughter  tö 
me. — ^Be  seated,  Mr.  St.  Val^e.-*-You 
/ure»  I  see,  sir,  higUy  well4ired.  '  Lady 

Lavinia 
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will  go  back»  enter  France  again,  and  die 
in  a  French  prisoh." 

The  countess  began  to  laugh ;  he  swöre 
a  few  oaths;  she  patted  bis  cheek,  and  he 
smiled,  when  he  said,  sbe  stunk  of  snuff 
like  <dd  Har^Uiam,  and  pinching  her  ün* 
gers  roughly,  they  became  cordial»  al- 
though  he  carried  off  Edgar  to  the  lodg- 
ings  he  had  provided,  lest  be  might  catch 
tiie  mania  for  dassics  in  her  ladyship's  oo- 
terie,  and  by  that  means  ruin  bis  new 
System. 

Edgar  had  been  told  that  the  countess 
was  bandsome.  Instead  of  beauty,  he  had 
beheld  a  taU,  lean»  ydlow  woman,  be- 
grimmed  with  snuff,  that  tinged  the  yellow 
deeper.  She  had  good  teeth,  and  took 
satae  pains  to  shew  ttem. 


CHAP- 
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MIow  dö  yon  fike  the  oountess?**  was 
the  first  question,  after  ti^y  were  seated 
in  the  lodgings. 

Edgar  replied— **  Veiy  mueh;** 

**  I  Said  she  was  faandsome,'*  xejoined 
theearl. 

Edgar  confessed  liis  want  of  taste,  in 
^ffering  frotn  his  lordship  on  that  point. 

**  Why,  sir,**  cried  the  earl,  **  you  have 
not  Seen  herseif.  Her  momings  are  de- 
voted  to  the  adomment  of  her  mind — she 
admits  no  one ;  and  had  I  not  been  so 
long  absent,  we  shouid  not  hareapproach« 
ed  that  eonseerated  apot,  sacred  to  the 
nrnses.    Thäpe  she  indulges,  without  re* 

TOL.  II.  L  strsuni^ 
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istraint,  in  a  simple  robe  tied  loosely  round 
her,  her  hau*  confined  by  a  net,  which,  m 
the  energy  of .  tbought^  sbe  «cratches  off 
fike  a  wild  maniac»  and  her  loeks  flow 
loosely  on  her  Shoulders«  But  at  dinner — 
thm  ymjEMKft  my*  stster — the»l  am  pleased 
teown^ioylU^eoiefw;;  napalcgoet^nomuff^^ 
all  plump,  round,.and  healthfuLa&jnysel^ 
tiiough  not  so  pr(HQi|ient  io:  1^  respects, 
qor.hAtf  so.pdH^yu  We  jiei^fa agwe,  but 
no  matter  for  that ;  we  are  the  b«at  of 
£^nd9«»  3^  isrtw  ridiji  tfii^t  in^spendent 
to  .|]#i09i^bm&«dr-^bul  she^  triie^  to^coniäKl 
na^Qr-^^  ^uljli  not.fiT^  togeibfep-^t  that 
reasp^;  hß^ii  £»$  a  stKxrt  .timo^.  aMb  tiä 
w^.ean|I«|9et^^li^it]|ir)a;)8bQl*ta  i^  ua.h<mi^ 

^^s^rfinA  heij  bj»u9i^ßp%i€QiaireBkiift. 

it>bq  .p>iMW^g»w«istqip  lato  it  justeaa 

it 


it  skmds^  aond  im  poid  Ihe  {Minrefaase  ati^ 
rlAd^jr  ibto 'HTf  sist&i^  laQfdlij  kst^sW  migfit^ 
be  temptecL'  terefiMctf  fiom>  tlte  eMrreyanec^ 
before  it  is  signed  Now,  Sfe  Vafeiiei  you* 
peredveI3iave«fra9igecR«  «o  tha*  jvu-sKall 
liotbe^^fifttiM-Bed;  Hewyou'wiffibefÄaBter 
cÄr)rouif  time,  aid^  w*en  1  fiti  j  myi^eif  ant. 
nofed,  Fsllidlrcome'aiid  irtii^willll^cmi  »d» 
find'  a  seBefft^n»  tha«  i^pSd«  that  ^(r^abml^ 
lieev  m  deckte  crf  my  being^a  man«  andf  6& 
co«ffse<otiglit  to  b&Tidia&y  iniottitveficd«'^ 

^  ncrt;^mideistafi<^  what  siY  stud&s  ^a»  ta> 

he.  Here  I  can  have  notMiig'toidiv  t«* 
lesHSF  yoci<  TTöiM  allow  tue  to»  make  a^liet-of 
OTCÄ*  wörfe  as  asfe^wost  s^prcsVed  fty  bUr 

taiHake duish  a' propMEdf;  mff^dinghm^ 

L.  2  that^ 
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tbal^  in  justioe  to  yoii,  and  to  fulfil  vaj 
attutttion,  I  shoold  funusfa  my  h^od  with 
a  mofe  sdid  education  tiian  it  has  hitherto 
had  any  desire  to  TCodve^ 

*'  PshawT  med  the  earl»  ^'.you  luve 
tkneenou^yet;  leave  study  to  your  tä2S^ 
time — ^I  will  gtve  you  werk.  You  wiite 
a  good  hand — Now  I  wifih  you  to  oopy 
and  arrange,  page  and  diyid^  my  MS. 
so  äiat  with  ease  I  may  ooireet  the'  few 
enürs  you  may  find  befoie  it  shews  itsdf 
in  printy  which  it  will  do  as  soon  as  we 
auk  gtit  it  out,  wfaen  we  shali  onee  moüß 
see  cur  native  land" 

He  o(xi|amied — **  I  i»me  to  France,  dr, 
cn  puipose  to  defisat  cur  modern  Iiisix>- 
rians.  Six  diffi^ent  histories  did  I  wade 
thtüugh,  eommencing  witb  the  levolu* 
tien  of  that  distracted  naticm,  each  o( 
themjpving  tibie  lie  to  theother.    Who 

couLi 
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Cöuld  abide  by  either?  One  teils  yoü 
long  tales  of  love  and  murder,  to  impose 
his  work  upon  the  world ;  another  dwells 
cn  monstrous  acta  of  abomination,r  tbat 
actually  disgust  you ;  atlurd,  fourth,.and 
so  on,  teil  their  own  story,  all  differing 
fix>m  the  first.  New/  as  there  can  only 
be  pne  trutb5  and  that  eannot  vary,  I 
ivished  to  know  which  I  eould  believe  or 
depend  on,  as  'oeritas  credo;  so  at  the 
diott  p^ace  I  set  out  for  France,  with  a 
determined  res<dution  to  write  a  history 
tnysdf  that  the  world  might  depend  on, 
and  I  traveHed  very.gently  tili  I  reacbed 
Paris,  tddng  notes  all  the  way,  and  ga- 
thering'from  the  best  souroes  my  infbr- 
mation-^from  fitcts  registered  in  the.af- 
chives  of  each  place,  wfaere  such  proofs 
could  be  procured.  Very  weU,.sir,  so  I 
went  on,  and  was  weU  pleased  with  noy 

luS  task. 


tosk.  We  jT^u^hed  Piois.  My  wift,  my 
-son  aüd  dtugfa^to*,  and  our  suite,  were 
lodged  in  m  Mup&th  hotd ;  ^lmt  my  boy, 
my  heicy  my  mAy  wn^  died  of  the  mea- 
6las.  My  faifttory»  then  aoiy  in  its  izkfisaC 
s&te,  was  my  best  cosistdaition ;  that  did 
jiot  uphraid  i^e  for  wsoit  of  fecfeng  ipy 
nvife  did;  bat  she  died  8(Ooa  after»  :so  1  {Mir- 
4ued  my  work  still  Ij^arder« 

'^  Well»  the  bark  of  the  WAr-d^g  did  ^ot 
<ftppol  me;  1  laid  np  a  .pronriticm  of  a  Hkiu* 
«ondlffapoieatis,  lent^bomoray  oaniagesand 
oMrvmitoyhiged  adPoenoh  gO¥eniatlte£Dr.ny 
.diughter^jHid,  01115*.  »Mnt  tcieoDtinUenqr 
^tremelEL  JI^Bd»är,jäieyiisbbediiie,.fay^or- 
-der  öf  Hie  consul,  isent  *ii8  irff  to  Yeidun 
•4m  my  ]iardk«>f  lianoin;jaiidiGeptrme£¥e 
ycoRS  im  that  Witt  of  inaetkni  that  madea 
^aase  in  juy  undertaking';  fot,  as  I  tieated 
"xqponvfiidB,  I  nvould  not  venture  to  msert 

the 


ilie  common  reperts  I  could  gain  frotti 
others.  I  at  length  lescaped  from  Verdiin, 
and  oould  liave  readied  England,  but  my 

history  was  unfinished;  so  with  my  giri^ 
tuttied  Into  a  male  creature,  as  less  cogniz^ 
able,  I  dived  into  the  heart  of  that  coim- 
try  of  wbiöh  I  am  the  historian,  äfter  an 
infinity  of  tvouble  to  ^arrive  at  facts,  anii 
ootlfbte  ftbsHUdities  idiposed  on  a  generoir^ 
4M]t  creduloiis  jpubtic." 

"  But,  sir,**  observed  Edgar,  "  is  tfife 
work  compteted? — ^Have  you  giren  it  the 
finishmg'  touch  ?^ 

"  No,  that  I  reservefor  the  voyage;  on 
the  türnultuotis  ocean  I  shall  derive  calm 
and  quiet,  nor  know  one  single  care 
when  resting  on  the  bosom  of  iny  book. 
In  the  meantime  I  will  send  you  that 
treasure,  and  to-morrow  you  can  go  to 
work.     Now  we  'will  go  about  the  town^ 

L  4  and 


224  THE  BESElt^^m. 

and  pkk  up  what  we  can  as  food  for  my 
work ;  and  then  you  .may  come  home  to 
arrange  your  dress  for  the  hour  of  dinner, 
and  to  meet  the  party  in  the  aftemoon; 
the  saloon  will  be  ppen  at  six^  and  they 
always  separate  at  eleven*" 

Thus  sehooled»  Edgar  determined  to 
foUow  those  rules ;  and,  as  he  muat  wwk 
for  his  living,  to  acquit  himsdf  to  the  best 
of  his  powers  of  the,  task  he  had  under« 
taken. 

Edgar.  changeA  ^is  dress,  and  rqpaired 
to  the  palace,  punctual  to  the  djnner-houi^. 
He  was  shewq  into  a  vestibule,  where  the 
countess  sat  alone»  who,  as  he  entered,  ad- 
vanoed  to  meet  hixn.  She  looked  a  Tery 
qneen ;  roses  and  lilies  bedecked  her  face, 
and  her  person  was  tall  and  graceful;  she 
feit  conacious  of  her  cbarms,  and  her  eyes 
sparkled  with  animation. 

Edgar 
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£dgar  feit  ashatned  of  his  surpiise,  and 
appeared.  to  falter  as  he  addressed  her — 
'**  I  am  too  soon,  perhap»^''  he  eiried ;  **  I 
intrude  on  your  retfrement,^ 

*^  By  no  means,-'  she  rejoined,  pointing 
to  a  couch,  on  which  she  sat  down ;  ^^  I  am 
*plea8ed  to  isee  you,  and  assure  you,  it  was 
my  wish  to  have  established  you  here,  but 
my  obstinate  brother  would,  as  usual«  con- 
tradictme.  However,  I  beg  you  will  be 
at  faome  here,  in  spite  of  his  malice,'* 

Edgar  bowed^,  and  looked  very  grate«- 
ful ;  but,  so  familiär  was  the  countess»  that 
fae  feit  abashed  and  confused.  It  was  not 
in  her  expressions  he  could  find  fault; 
bat  her  eyes.were  so  fixed  on  his  face,  and 
her  band  was  so  hud  on  his  arm,  as  to  con^ 

* 

vey  to  his  ideas  more  freedom  than  could 
Insure  his  respect. 

Just  then»  Lavinia  appeared ;.  the  stilU 

l5  rememberei 
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wmteixihsfeA  habä  wfaieh  fäae  bad  "wom  in 
^ii^ise  ja^ffAfk  pakifuUy  ^recuxved  to  ber 
inind,  ABd  soanüed  her  cheek  wkh  a  ^ivid 
blush.  Edgar  m  «a  momexit  was  at  her 
«ide»  and  pladed  her  wheape  be  bad  sat  «be- 
^de  the  <)ounte8i.  *Shedrewiip,  aadhalf 
0.  wimlde  appeared  -en  .h^  &rehead,  tbe 
frawu  h&wmg  idiErtarbed  tbe  4elioate  ccraoh 
.position  of  a  A\fßat,  ^mmeL  Stie  faow- 
eter  soen  recovered,  rnid  the  eabr$ace  x£ 
two  men^  who  literally  ontraged  the  Frendi 
£üsbi0n,  threw  tbe  oonversation  into  a  get^ 
tieralcuixenl 

As  diese  men  Ixoe  kindrod  to  the  new 
emperor,  they  afiacted  grcat  State.  One 
was  ^beprefH<£  Legfaoan,  11»  otiier  tvas 
if^tgndcmt  of  tkß  piaee,  bo^  fhe  most 
^aunting  puppiesdf  the  Bgd.  Tbey  iwere 
each  presented  to  Lavinia  Mtn  Ameocm. 
who  witb  ber  &dier  was  tiai^iBg  for 

healtb. 


]ieftlth.  Wiiat  the  comitess  said  ne?^ 
was  disputed— 8h6  was  the  favourlte  «f 
the  princei^  Bor — ^se,  and  her  word  was^ 
taAe.  These  ugly  distorted  ^cstehmen 
bues^  about  Lavinia  like  large  flies,  com- 
plimenting,  with  all  the  hyperbole  of 
Speech,  yet  not  ne^eeting  the  coontess  in 
the  share  of  inoense  she  seCT»ed  to  Itodk 
for,  Edgar  took  no  shaspe  m  the  conver. 
sation,  althoiigh  he  took  a  <doü*ble  AiHe 
of  disgti»<rt,  as  he  perceived  Lfifvinia  looked 
uneasy  at  0äch  familiär,  uselei^  and  an- 
welcome  pilaise. 

The  efttranee  of  theearl  mkä^ä  ürwraaner 
guests  alittle  i^iered  Loviiiia  ftomthe 
doulde  a(%ack.  Sfae  left  hßr  soat,,  and  tak- 
ihg  her  fathejf  s  dsetä,  Üiey  went  ^üt  on  the 
tänaice  tili  Ainner  was  aBnounded.  Edgar 
had  joined  tisem  5n  ihär  walk,  und  %he 
'äari  i^t  ^u|pou  a^plaatoieBep^thosetörineB^ 

L  6  tar$ 
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tors  within  their  own  drde — ^he  woiüd 
pretend  not  to  know  their  lapguage.  Poor 
Lavinia  couM  not  pretend  that,   as  she 

* 

had  replied  both  in  French  and  Italian, 
cbecking  their  effi*<mteiy  by  a  ready  rail- 

lery. 

The  summons  to  dinner  brought  them 
again  altogether.  The  earl,  without  ce- 
remony,  passed  through  the  room,  not 
attending  to  anybody ;  the  intendant  had 
given  his  arm  to  the  countess»  and  the 
prefect  was  wsuting  for  Lavinia»  wh^n,  to 
avoid  his  impertinence,  she  put  her  arm^ 
^rough  Edgar's,  who,  from  some  secret 

'Cause,  had  ho&i  afraid  to  ofier  it.  Edgar 
oould  not  resist  thanking  her,  but  it  was 
in  that  langus^e  which  he  had  afieeted  to 

'  disdaim ;  bis  aün  oompressed  hers  to  bis 
side,  and  the  gkuoce  that  aocompanied  it 
Said  Jvm  he  was  ohBged.    The  prefect 

tumed 
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tumed  on  bis  heel  with  an  insolent  scowl, 
vulgarly  whistling  his  nonchalance.  There 
were  two  ladies  unbeaued,  thrt  expected 
hi^  dev(Hrs,  büt  those  be  did  not.  notice, 
but  stalked  pompously  before  them  to  the 
dining-xoom,  while  the  ofiended .  females 
Ktrode  his  steps  with  humble  dismay. 

The  counte^s  stood  at  the  head  of  her 
t^ble  tili  her  guests  came  ^11  in.  The  earl 
sat  down  and  scanned  the  whole  of  the 
first  Gourse.  She  theh  addressed  Edgar 
by  the  name  of  **  Mr.  George/'  biddiVig 
him  sit  on  her  lefthand»  and  be  her  aide- 

de-camp  for  the  day.    l^oor  Lavinia  was 
then  left  to  the  prefect,  wbp  pashed  rudely 
by  ä  lady  who  stood  a  little  in  his  way 
and  plumped  into  the  cbair  next  Lavinir 
maliqiously  ^inning  at  his  supcess.     S^ 

4 

surveye4  him  with  unfeigned  conten? 
saying,  the  lady  wished  for  his  place. 
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**  Oh»  ho  !*  ^ried  he ;  "  she  was  a  du- 
c1i€8se  eimgre — she  ni«st  give  place  to  Öie 
relatives  cf  the  great  empei?or !" 

•*  She  Äiall  have  my  place,"  said  Lavi- 
nia ;  "  ehe  shall  not  sit  betreath  me." 

Suddenly  pushing  back  her  chair,  sfee 
flew  tothe  lady,  and  wfth  a  Idnd  vehe- 
mence  drew  her  to  tlie  chah*,  and  mstantly 
placed  hers^f  near  the  fböt  of  the  taMe^ 
between  tfie  Danish  eonsul  and  a  Romanr. 
eount,  botb  of  whora  were  old  men. 

What  credit  did  Edgar  give  her  for-  her 
prompt  addi-ess  iiü  disembarrassang  herself 
from  the  prefect!  and  the  <;o«ntess,  wha 
perceived  the  bustle,  laughed  aside,  but 
would  not  interfere  in  tiie  businessr» 
^  Edgar  noFfsr  was  caüed  on  föQp  exertion, 
and  aequitted  himself  weü;  be  very  grace- 
fully  notieed  every  body,  and  idid  honoiir 
to  hiis  podt. 

The 
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7he  earl  said  little,  but  ate  mucb ;  he 
^isUked  the  Company,  but  he  enjoyed  t^ 
feast ;  so  the  balance  was  pretty  equal.  A 
sound  nap  after  dinner  gave  a  preponde- 
lance  in  hisftvour,  of  which  he  was  seatcely 
aware»  tili  the  cormtess,  at  six  o'cloek^ 
wamed  him  that  they  must  break  iip,  as 
her  si4oon  was  neärly '  füll  of  tfce  Kterati. 

As  yet  the  earl  had  seen  no  one  he  ha4 
the  least  orespect  fi>r,  n^ither  did  any  of 
them  respect  him';  ti>ey  considered  him. 
»  a  rieh  **  Yankee,"  not  of  consequence 
^icaigh  to  joke  wxth,  and  too  testy  to  be 
3  butt  Yet  his  daughter  was  thought 
clmrnmig,  and  the  pefeet  was  ambi- 
tiom  of  becoming  her  lover,  altho«igh  he 
Jnad  ddtermkied  never  to  many. 

Tbe  sudden  ek^nation  ^f  all  1^  Bov^i- 
partes  ^fec,  to  say  tbe  izaih,  he  took  care  of 
iii$^wn)«0t  bisidistant  rdationsabove  them- 

selves ; 
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sclves;  they  obtaitied  eituaUons  that  g&ve 
them  power,  and  iiucdeiice  and  vanity  be- 
came  the  result. 

The  intendant  led  tlie  eonntess  towatd« 
the  saloon»  aod  the  fortunate  pr^ect^  while 
Edgar  was  endeavouring  to  get  round, 
^iz«d  the  hand  of  Lavinia,'  with  triumi^ 
in  hift  eye»;  she  oould  not  shake^un  off 
without  palpable  rudeness  but  she  cast  a 
lock  of  reproach  at  Edgar,  as  if  accusing 
hiO)  of  negkct,  in  not  being  inore  alert  ob 
this  occasion.  On  pasdhg  the  hall,  bc 
toc^  his  place  on  her  leO;  8ide>  and  speak^ 
ing  Englifih  to  her,  said,.  in  a  voice  of  re«- 
gret,  that  he  lost  tfee  honourhehad  been 
anxious  to  obtun,  by  not  daring  to  jostle- 
ladies,  as  the  prefeet  had  done  before  hixn. 
She  tumed  her  brij^t  eyes  upon  bim  with 
so  sweet  a  \ook  that  repaid  bis  disappmnt 
ment;  but  the  prefeet  Bcowled  a  lock  of  a 
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far  difFerent  expression»  c 
high  tone,  that  it  was  vul| 
to  speak  a  language  not  ur 
rally. 

Edgar,  with  more  than  v 
— "  All  people  of  bon-ton  ui 
lish,  and  it  proved  a  loiii 
^ho9e  that  did  not/' 

"  Is  that  ours  Americain 

jnademoiselle  ?"  whispered  i 

hej  ear;  *^  if  so,  I  shall  not  < 

.^vinia»  in  much  alanx 

s^ould  provo)ce  him,  replied 

» 

adopting  the  idea,  by  ackno 
gar  as  her  brother^  althougl 
at  the  df^eit. 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


As  the  conntess  entered  the  saloon,  a  CrowcE 
of  men  flew  towaitls  her,  each  striving  to 
be  foremost  in  paying  his  respects.  They 
then  made  a  laue  for  her  to  proceed  to  her 
seat,  ivhich  vrsLs  an  elevated  chairj  a^ 
proached  by  two  steps ;  a  Uue  satin  dra* 
pCTy  was  suspended  over  it,  omamented 
witfa  silver  tassds  attached  to  each  Ibld^ 
and  garaished  with  broad^  silver  fringe. 
When  she  toot  her  place,  the  Company 
promiscuously  sat  down  tili  the  colatione 
was  brought  in,  consisting  of  coffe>,  ices,. 
lemonade,  and  every  sort  of  confectioneiy 
and  fruits.  Half  an  hour  suflSced  for  this 
littte  regale,  wheu  the  countes»  stood  np,. 

and,. 
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mtät  with  shidied  graoe,  pr 
subject  to  he  discossed  1 
Twenty  takiets  esme  out  ai 
down  the  question ;    some 

fardhsad$»  odiers^stroked  thei 
dos^d  dieir  eyes  to  enoourag 
-ojAi^rs  giinncd  at  spasmoific 
lOtiieiPS  staued  at  the  ^sandeld» 
jtheir  dieeks  and  totooed  Ifc 
iviben  mddenty  ^  little  ^t)d 
up,  andibcixvilig'to  the  preside 
the  countess),  he  hegten  tb 
He  went  on  eloquefftty ,  4md 
ject  vigorousljr,  bat  the  oonn 
gold  sand-^ass^  and  in  an  ine 
man  oount  took  his  -place, 
with  quoting  Cicero^  and  mac 
borate  «peeches,  and  raystica 
lost  his  theme  amidst  the  flo 
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toriCy  and,  as  the  glass  tumed,  a  sligfat 
faissing  went  through  the  room. 

The  countess  looked  ofiended,  and  the 
noise  eeased. 

The  earl,  who  was  in  a  comer,  wishing' 
not  to  be  obsenred^  pulled  E^^ar  l>y  the 
caat>— "  These  specimenis  of  modern  ge- 
nius  MTon't  do  fbr  us/^  said  he ;.  ^  tbat 
froggy  litüe  man  cüoaked  famously ;  but 
my  sbter  played  the  fool  by  stöpping  his 
career.  This  is  all  mummery  and  bom- 
.  hast,  to  please  her  vaiiity.'' 

An  incroyable  liext  yentured  his  fanie 
<m  the  subject  in  discusificw»  but  the  glass 
was  tumed  ere  it  was  half  riäi,  and  he  sat 
down  discomfited. 

This  farce  lasted  a  füll  hour»  when  the^ 
countess  came  down  to  walk  the  room»  and. 
converse  with  particulacs. 

Tlie 
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./The ^aüan^  crowded  rou 
^  low  toae»  she  spoke  to  tlii 
with  imporbtfice  in  her  looks 
yet  with  studio  j^ee.  Sh< 
at  her  xelations»  or  break  c 
tions  by  ccfmnion  thoughts« 

At  leiigth  she  retumed  t 
and  with  majesty  she  prönöui 
tlemen^  you  are  at  liberty." 

'  Tfaey  all  instantly  got  u] 
dedaipfiiiig,  Walking,  jostling 
dicting  each  other;  white  the 
from  tibeir  mouths,  and  the  sa 
their  qhins.  Many  a  button 
by  retai&ing  theh*  Opponent— 
was  tumed*  round  in  the  he 
versy — some  jumping  forwa 
other*s  teeth,  irhich  other  s 
still  upbolding  his  opmion»  tl 
aet.of  aretrec^t 
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The  coimtBss;  sat  hbMüic  a;Iiflppi;r  stuUe  iit 
tbe  inidat  of:  iMs^  Bsüliel,  now  mmI  thmi^ 

meaftt  to  rsid  as  a*  efmduooHi  Birb  ttie 
ead  comid  nofe  stand  it  anjr  Ibnger,  andhe- 
Ktired  with  Ed^  imd'  iLavima^   eon^ 

is^weiüäng  tkat  fab  book  shouldiiever  owe 
her  one  word  of  afBuitamce. 

The  €aii  had  just  ordfered^  a  coUfbwl 
andsome  negi»^  andf  tfaeugh«  Kimself  smi]^, 
whe»  toM«*  extreme  jsiti^fre  tlte^pEefeet 
entered;  he  bowedi  g^emomiy;  but  tke 
easl,  angry  aü  }ä»  intirusicsi^  and^  meaimig 
to  say?  be  wodid'  be*  priraAe^  cdl^  oet — 
''  Mimskegy  mmi^i&ß  t  iwm  sormms-  cMesf^ 

.  »  Thii  m  the  eaact  sitmttw»  I  eralok 
raBh  to  &id)7Du^-«f6^od;^  aCihMii^  and^ 
without  form;'  said  the  pFeltot;    ""  Yoa 

are 


1H£  DESCBTEI 

tire  a  repfibUean^;  so  was  I  o 
you  out,  om  peremiiig  y<m  i 
tsnofwd^  te  oflfer  you  say  frtea 
vite  yeu  to  my  housie.  Cosi 
4ay— «I  should  be  xmaenk 

^ho^ild  dep£di;  withouts  prools 
will,  reiq>ect»  and — *"  eaatin^ 
Lavinia«  "  devotüm  to — to 
j)ftrky/* 

The  «arl  tumed*  to  Edgaor-- 
^said  be^  *^  he  is  a  jackanapesp— 
the  Freodi  for  tbat.    Does 

earl  of  Cadomoimt  would  n 
of  Mmr  although  he  is  a  sh< 
stoek  o£  Bonapairte  ?  a  hör 
which  bdDg  onee  plantet  < 
oyeiorufi'  the  werld;  &yy  and 
cneep^  to*-— »thß  Jo^cr  reg« 

Thißieoooi^t^.  luttfiBedtjHxdr 
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sIs,  tickled  Edgar's  n^-ves  exoessively ;  hö 
laughed  aloud,  and  pealed  his  laughter  so, 
that  the  prefect  assumed  the  air  of  a  tur- 
keycock,  pluming  himself  with  rage,  and 
gobbling  bis  displeasure  in  the  most  rapid 
männer^  and  using  phrases  thät  only  were 
adopted  by  the  vulgär,  or  lowest  order 
of  the  Canaille. 

Edgar  was  consdous  that  he  had  been 
rüde,  therefore  mäde  some  apology;  but 
the  prefect  burst  from  the  room  in  a  com- 
plete  paroxysm,  and  left  the  house. 

' "  We  shali  smart  for  this,"  ciied  Lavi- 
nia;  *^  I  dread  the  yengeance  of  a  low- 
bred  man.  I  wish  we  were  on  the  sea, 
wfaere  hiä  malice  could  not  reach  usl" 

**  What !"  said  the  earl,  **  are  you  afraid 
he  will  eat  us  ?  By  Jove,  I  should  try  his 
digestion,  I  think,  should  he  prove  himself 
an  c^re.   But  yoü  are  subject  to  vain  fears, 

my 
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my  sen^tive  daughter:  Go  to  bed»  and  for« 
get  die  prefect;  he  already  has  forgot  you» 
I  will  venture  to  affirm/* 

^  It  is  not  fox  myself  that  I  feel  appre- 
hensive,'*  she  replkd.  "  You,  my  lord, 
vould  not  beliebe  that  I  had  seen  a  bald 
head;  yet  then  my  tenors  had  Ibunda- 
tion,  you  will  {dease  to  obsenre.'' 

*^  Ffihaw,  pshaw !  you  are  always  erodc- 
mg,  La'rinia.  Away»  I  say— you  wiU  be 
better  to.morrow> 

She  wa»  no  sooner  out  of  sight,  than 
Edgar  did  justice  to  the  acuteness  of  her 
observatii«».  He  feit  assured  they  ishould 
hear.more  of  the  prefect,  and  as  he  had 
power«  might  ptove  himself  a  duigerous 
foe. 

Edgar  was  on  bis  guard  as  he  went  to 
bis  lodgings»  expecting  a  stiletto  to  be 

VOL.  IL  u  plimged 
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that  he  got  home^i^iy  Mife,  ^ftthotit  «ny 
-attaock  <liiriiig(^t  night'^  peregrinalioiL 

^fae^eavl^Was  witfa  liha  e&rlyto  füe 

imniHiiiig,  >«]id  6dt  'E^ar  >to  ivroik  ^n  ^ 

.  'MSjv^hfle^üiefiiitter  wettt&Krth  in  seweh 

of  information,  (rdyin^'isn^IiisiteUets^^^^ 

-tti  artifieial  m^morjr.    In  tiis  ^way, '  his 

'l6]tii^p  'pe«3eiTdi  va  '^rge  cbüilding  ^oF 

the  Gothic  order,  surrotmd^ä  by^  a  thiek 

'WftU,  ^hieh  Aras  'eätered  hy  a-^rtciillis. 

tPhitHigfa^aböle  he'saw  a  gre^beaded  tnan 

iwÄtchiüg  ^  the  pasding  •  ftw,  -for  it  'was  a 

7E%e^«»rFai)lfied  tfaisr^nanimaay  tjHestiDBS 

in  his  odd  language,  part  of  which  the  man 

^toÄle'Oiit,  Uid'fai'answertoM'hitK^ennras 

"ifrefcometo  wdk^'twihc  ifas  the  porter. 

The 


plewHMv  and  &  sm^'  \yicfae 

eQ^xanee  to  aiwide.  n^daofi;^ 

**  Thi»  buUding,"  said  th< 

^  tatefc  y<H»  WQiild:  h«w  ^ 

y«nder  «JeT^tiou-^thjae  sto 

tioe.'  Xhisfa«rtwa»feetilM 
all  9IW  twew.rr^'' 

«»l)Wing  v«ty  fest. 

**  Qq.  om  iritb  ycüwr  «lop^ 
and  theij,  ^l^^vf  ^^  wte^or 

"  Who,  or  what  are  you 

»an; «  you  axt  n^alüi^ltt^ 

"  No,  I  know  tbati"  wp 

"  I  am  a  Swiss— No»  I  Jk»^ 

Aiamoai^   teivellmg  fbr  s 
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Now  shew  me  the  inteiior,  and  I  will  pay 
you  for  your  trouble»  and  the  account 
you  are  to  give  me  of  those  times  of  ter- 


ror," 


The  man  looked  very  odd,  bat  went 
into  the  house,  where  his  wife  and  two 
sons  in  soldiers*  clothes  were  going  to 
dinner.  These  son»  k)oked  very  car* 
magnolishy  leering  at  each  other,  as  the 
earl  fcdlowed  their  &tfaer  up  the  staircase. 
The  first  door  the  man  unlocked  opened 
on  a  large  apartment»  where  a  dim,  light 
scaicely  shewed  its  extent.  It  was  unfur- 
nished,  and  smelt  damp  and  cold. 

"  Who  was  confined  here?*  said  the 
earl. 

*'  Lodc  m  yonder  comer,*'  replied  the 
man,  in  an  aguish  voice. 

The  earl  advanoed* 

<^  It  was  a  Swiss,  an  American»  and  a 
^  spy,- 
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spy,**  Said  the  man,  dosin^ 
tily,  and  forcing  in  the  stroi 
were  nisty  ficom  disuse. 

The  earl  bawled  lustily — s 
and  kicked  at  the  door;  bu 
went  instantly  down  stairs 
noise  of  the  obstreperous  1 
made  his  Communications  t 
sons. 


END  OF  VOL.  II. 
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